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With this 100th edition of our newsletter we celebrate 
nearly 16 years of chronicling the everyday life in this parish. we 
must congratulate the team of present and past volunteers, without 
whom there would be no Clapham and District Newsletter.  
  Reading  through  the  first  issue,  September  1999,  we  read 
of the ‘recent’ ‘Village appraisal’ in which the idea of a ‘local 
Newsletter’ emerged, it ‘was deemed a good idea, so here we are!!’ 
Also in that first edition we had news of; the next Street Market, the 
visit of the Chernobyl Children, the local bus service, the wea, 
whist drives, Craven writers Circle, Clapham reading room, 
Clapham Community playgroup, age Concern, Clapham Dance 
Club, Church and Chapel news, a sports day at Newby, and the 
preparations for celebrating ’99 making way for the millennium’.   
 there was also a snippet of history: ‘Did You Know? On 
april 12th, 1845 a local meeting decided by 23 votes to 15 that 
a substantial footbridge be built in the place of the broken bridge 
over the river in the Village of Clapham. this to cost £15’.   
 there were no commercial adverts in that edition but such 
support was solicited in the second edition which had already 
attracted two services, Clapham Village Store & Post Office, and 
James marshall, Joiner and Carpenter.  
 the publication was and still is the product of 
volunteer industry: the meeting to assess what to 
include in the edition, the production, layout and 
editing and then proof reading followed after printing 
by distribution. in the early days the cutting and 
pasting was done with scissors and glue and there 
was also a session when the paper was actually cut, 
folded and collated by a small volunteer workforce 
too.  
 the publication has been slowly and subtly 
recording stories from local residents, issue by issue, 
and also by reporting on events as they happen, 
all adding to the unfolding social history of a 21st 
century Dales village.  
  It  is  the  vehicle  for  a  quintessential  network, 
which  engages  and  links  the  local  people  to  this 
ongoing theatre, the life and times of Clapham, 

Sixteen years of local news!

North Yorkshire. The services offered by the loyal 
advertisers, the reports and intimations of all the 
many clubs, groups and adhoc initiatives and the news 
from the faith congregations, are all the substance 
of our local municipality.  it is a privilege to be 
involved with this enterprise to support and serve all 
those folk who do so much to keep all the different 
ventures, opportunities and services ticking over in 
this community.  
  Reading  through  the  first  hundred  editions  I 
found myself on a journey through the most recent 
past, recalling the lives of so many ‘saints’ in their 
various ways, passing by, remembering how the 
village marked national and local events, smiling at 
the native humour, and respecting the confidentiality 
of intuitive indigenous philanthropy.

Chris Hart



Clapham 
Art Group

tuesday evening 
linda Clemence 
01729 823767

1st wednesday 
morning 

of the month 
11 am 

Brenda pearce 
51816Improving later life

Clapham Parish Council 
4th tuesday evening of the month at 

7.30 pm 

Gillian muir 51775

Tai Chi  
thursdays 

9 am to 10.30 am

tony Bennett  
c/o 51240

Tiny Tots  
tuesday mornings 
9.30 am to 11 am

 tracey Bilton 
51857

Bowls  
monday 

afternoons 
1.30 am to 4 pm

 mrs. Denne 51617

Whist  
Friday evenings 

7.30 pm

elsie morphett  
07951 295995Clapham W.I.

2nd wednesday 
evening 

of the month 
7.00 pm 

Village Hall Notice Board

Jill Walker 01729 825358
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Clapham  
Community Shop 
are recruiting new voluteers 

to help in the shop.  

There are a range of opportunities 
from working behind the counter  

to baking the delicious  
home made bread  

or doing the newspapers. 

Full training and FUN  
provided! 

For more information  
contact Helen in the shop  
or Sue on 015242 51792  

or sm.newby@btinternet.com
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CHURCH NEWS
The Vicar’s thoughts . . .

DIARY DATES FOR APRIL
Saturday, 9 – Parish Walk to Rydal Hall, Grasmere 

– meet at Austwick Church at 9.00 am
Tuesday, 12 – aGm for Clapham Church – 7.00 pm 

in Church
Friday, 22 – special peel of Bells at Clapham 

Church at 10.00 am in honour of her majesty 
the Queen’s 90th birthday

Following is a letter from our Archbishops:
Dear Brothers and sisters in Christ,
thy Kingdom Come, thy will be done . . .
A Call to Prayer in the week leading up to Pentecost 
2016
 as we travel around the country, we are 
continuously encouraged by the faithfulness, 
commitment and courage of all our partners in the 
Gospel. Your ministry in sharing the Good News 
of Jesus Christ, often in testing circumstances, is 
an  inspiring  testimony  to  the  transforming  work 
of our Lord. We  thank God  for our partnership  in 
the Gospel.  Like  us,  you will  know  that ministry 
is empty and barren without prayer. that is why 
we are taking the unprecedented step of writing to 
every serving parish priest in the Church of england 
inviting you and your people to join us in a week of 
prayer for the evanglisation of our nation.
  In  the week  leading up  to Pentecost  (May 8th - 
15th, 2016) we long to see a great wave of prayer 
across our land, throughout the Church of england 
and many other Churches.
Our hope is
•  for all Christians to deepen their relationship with 

Jesus Christ
•  for  all  of  us  to  have  confidence  to  share  the 

Gospel
•  for  all  to  respond  to  the  call  of  Jesus Christ  to 

follow him as disciples, to live out the Gospel 
and to seek God’s Kingdom from day to day

 at the heart of our prayers will be the words that 
Jesus  Christ  himself  taught  us  –  ‘Thy  kingdom 
come, thy will be done’. it is impossible to overstate 
the life-tranforming power of  the Lord’s Prayer. It 
is a prayer that is reassuring enough to be on the 
lips of the dying and yet dangerous enough to be 
banned in cinemas. It is famous enough to be spoken 
each day by billions in hundreds of languages and 
yet intimate enough to draw us ever closer into 
friendship with Jesus Christ. it is simple enough to 
be memorised by small children and yet profound 
enough to sustain a whole lifetime of prayer. when 
we pray it with sincerity and with joy, there is no 
imagining the new ways in which God can use us 
to his glory.
  Only you know the context in which you minister 
and the opportunities  and challenges you face, so the 
precise way in which this time of prayer is realised 
locally will be up to you and the people you serve. if 
you go to the website: www.thykingdom.co.uk you 
will find many ideas and resources  to  inspire you. 
One suggestion would be a parish Quiet Day – join 
us at parceval hall on 10th may.

 in addition there will be Beacon events in 
Cathedrals across the country over Pentecost week-
end (Canerbury, Durham, Winchester, Coventry and 
St Paul’s), also at St Michaek le Belfrey, York. The 
dream is this: imagine every anglican, perhaps even 
every Christian, in this nation praying that prayer 
together  with  the  specific  intention  that  all  may 
come to know Jesus as Lord. We profoundly hope 
that you and those you serve will want to be part of 
this great movement of prayer. evangelism is the 
work of God, and it begins as we seek him in prayer. 
it is always good for the Church to pray.
 may the grace of Our lord Jesus Christ be with 
you all.
 Justin Cantuar
 sentamu eboracensis
    Blessings as ever, Ian

CHURCH SERVICES IN APRIL
Sunday, 3rd 11.00 am Holy Communion at Clap-

ham and Keasden
Sunday, 10th 9.30 am Morning Prayer at Austwick
 11.00 am holy Communion at Clapham
 2.00 pm holy Communion at Keasden
Sunday, 17th 11.00 am holy Communion at 

Clapham. 7.00 pm evensong at eldroth
Sunday, 24th. 11.00 am holy Communion at 

Clapham. 2.00 pm evensong at Keasden.

PARISH NOTICES
Land of the Bible – An 8-day trip to Israel will be 
led by Revd Stuart Stobart, Vicar of Hellifield, from 
14-21  November.  More  information  is  available 
from 01729 851511

Church Flowers – please add your name to the 
rota at the back of Church if you would like to put 
flowers in Church for a Sunday Service. The ladies 
who regularly see to the flowers would be happy to 
arrange them on your behalf.

Austwick Church Book Sales – if you are short of 
a good read you may find what you’re looking for at 
the back of Church where there is a good selection 
of  reading  material  from  hardbacks  through  to 
magazines. please leave a small donation with all 
proceeds going towards the upkeep of the Church.
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Thomas Redhead
 Solid Fuel & LPG gas supplier 

All grades and sizes of coal, 
every available smokeless fuel
Netted Logs • Kindling • Bottled Gas all 

delivered to your door. 
QuaLity, reLiaBiLity & choice

 Garden Compost now available 

015242 41626 or 41212

Advice and information for 
older people and their carers 

CHEAPSIDE, SETTLE BD24 9EW 
Tel: 01729 823066 

 registered Charity number: 1141867

north Craven

Now open Sundays 
12 noon to 4pm

L. PRESTON & SONS 
Proprietor: iaN PreStoN

TOWN HEAD GARAGE 
AUSTWICK 

Telephone 015242 51391

New & Used Car Sales 
M.O.T. Testing & Repairs

Mark Watson 
Home & Garden Maintenance

07759 680938 • 07759 680943  
Low Bentham 015242 62038

Digging, fencing, hedge trimming, mowing, 
paving, planting, power washing, spraying, 
strimming, turfing, gutters cleared. Loft 
insulating, pointing, rendering, painting. 

No job too small, reasonable rates, 
estimates given.

HARRISON & CROSS LTD. 
NICEIC APPROvED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

 Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Settle 
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU! 

THE ONE-STOp SHOp 
Complete and partial rewires, electrical checks on existing 

installations. Small appliance testing.  
Televisions supplied and installed, aerials erected. 

Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for chest 
freezers, larder fridges, washing machines, tumble dryers, 
dishwashers, cookers, microwaves and vacuum cleaners. 

BRigHTEN Up YOUR HOmE 
Our lighting showroom will give you all the latest ideas,  

we offer a free design service with installation if required.
 Telephone: 01729 823423. Email: harrisoncross@cooptel.net

Monday to Wednesday 8am–5.30pm; 
Thursday 8am–6.30pm;  

Friday 8am–5.30pm;  

and Weekends 8am–1.30pm.

village Shop opening hours

please support your village Shop

 planning applications
 A complete service for all your 

planning requirements.

  Including all forms and  
plan layouts, elevations, 

sections and perspectives.

adderstone 3D Design

Telephone: 07971 292156 
helenbrocklehurst@hotmail.co.uk 

www.adderstone3d.co.uk
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Bell ringers honour the Queen’s 90th birthday
On Friday, 22nd april a full peal of 5040 changes 
will be attempted at st James Church, Clapham 
in honour of  the 90th Birthday of HM the Queen, 
the changes will be rung by a visiting band of bell 
ringers – commencing at10 am.  
 what is a peal? a peal is the highest change 
ringing performance possible, in which the bells 
are rung in over 5000 different sequences of 
changes and is the bell ringer’s equivalent of a 
marathon, requiring concentration and stamina 
to successfully complete  the peal  taking some 
2.5 – 3 hours to complete.  
 peals are often rung for special celebrations, 
such as Royal weddings, births etc. and to mark 
national and local events, ringers enjoy ringing 
both peals or quarter peals for the sense of 
achievement and to achieve the highest possible 
standards of ringing.  
 ringing a peal is a team effort – with one 
person per bell, everyone needs to keep going 
at  the  same  speed  from  start  to  finish  and  if 
anyone becomes unwell or wants to stop or 
makes a mistake  then  the peal attempt  is  lost. 
when peal attempts fail it is usually because 
one  or  more  of  the  ringers  makes  a  mistake. 
small trips are often recoverable from the 
knowledge of the method and how the work of 
different bells fits together, but bigger trips can 
cascade and because the paths of different bells 
intermesh, one wrong bell alters the sign posts 
used by the other ringers who can be caught out 
and make  other mistakes. Once  this  occurs  it 
is hard for only the most clear headed to retain 
their bearings and the peal attempt fails – even 
in the last few changes!  

 the peal is managed by one of the ringers who 
acts as Conductor and calls Bobs and singles at 
different intervals to change the coursing order 
of  the bells. On six bells, as at Clapham,  it  is 
only possible to ring 720 changes – without 
repeating the same change twice – so in order 
to ring the 5040 changes for a full peal the 720 
changes, [or as we term it an extent] – they have 
to ring 7 extents, ie; 7 extents x 720 changes = 
5040 changes for a peal .  
 peals are normally rung for the local ringers 
association – in this case all the ringers 
taking part will be members of The Yorkshire 
association of Change ringers [to which 
Clapham is affiliated] and the performance will 
be entered in the association’s annual report.  
some ringers have managed to ring upwards of 
2500 peals or more in a lifetime – i have rung 
13,  the  longest of which  took 3 hours  and 20 
minutes ,which is quite plenty – but i always 
enjoy a good quarter peal – of approx 45mins, 
which i have rung on many occasions, at many 
different locations up and down the country.  
 so we do hope that the visiting ringers are 
successful on april 22nd. 

David parry – Tower Captain.

allotment availaBle 
Located off Cross Haw Lane, Clapham, 

available to rent on a yearly basis. 
More details from 51610 Clapham 

Sustainability Group

On-Site Welding  
Farm Buildings etc.  

4x4 Repairs and 
Plant Repairs

UNiT 1, DaleS VieW  
OlD ROaD  
ClaPhaM la2 8Jh 
Telephone 07779 081388

Kevin ChaDWiCK
Agricultural Engineer

CaretaKer   
For holiday Cottage in austwick  

(Sleeps 5)  Entrance Porch, Hall, Toilet/Handbasin with 
cushion floor, Lounge/Dining Room with Living Flame 

gas fire, Kitchen with tiled floor, micro-wave oven, 
electric cooker, fridge, freezer. Three bedrooms,  

(1 double,  
1 twin, 1 single). Bathroom with cushion floor.  

Fitted carpets. Gas central heating.  (Gardener 
employed and key collection arranged).   

Tel: 01274 673642 day – 01274 883533 evening 
mobile: 07731 191358  

aNGela CROMPTON, BRaDFORD   
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Clapham cum newby parish Council news

Helen, Maggie and Sue in the new shop extension

Clapham village Store

Quite a lot of exciting stuff has happened over the 
last few weeks: our ground floor extension opened 
on  March  23rd,  we  celebrated  our  first  birthday 
on march 31st with a taster evening with lots of 
goodies on offer, and the refurbished upstairs office 
space  is  now  being  rented  out  to  the  Yorkshire 
Dales Millennium Trust at a market rate, providing 
additional income for the shop.
  The  extension  really  opens  the  shop  up  and 
has increased our retail space by nearly a quarter, 
enabling us to stock an even wider range of products. 
Have a look – we think you’ll be impressed. We’re 
very grateful to the ingleborough estate, which has 
funded the work, and to the builder, Stephen Monk, 
for doing such a good job.
  Through  the  hard  work  of  Helen,  Ruth,  Tara 
and our amazing volunteers, and the support and 
custom of the local community of course, the shop 
has  practically  broken  even  in  its first  year  –  two 
years  earlier  than  we  expected.  This  is  quite  an 
achievement for any new business, never mind a 
community-owned village store.
  The  refurbishment  works  have  eaten  into  our 
capital reserves, however, so we are aiming to build 
these up again over the coming year. One way of 
doing that – and at the same time enabling wider 
community ownership – is by selling shares.
 shareholders have a say in the running of the 
business, though the rule is one member, one vote, 
so that all shareholders have an equal voice.in 
autumn 2014 we raised a significant proportion of 
the shop’s start-up costs through a community share 
issue. the new share issue will run until 30 June 
and all shareholders will be invited to our annual 
general meeting, to be held in Clapham on July 

19th. The funds raised will help to finance current 
growth and future development. the more residents 
that support the shop in this way, the more likely it 
is that the shop will be sustained well into the future 
and continue to benefit residents of the parish. If you 
would  like  to become a  shareholder  (or buy more 
shares) please contact Diane elphinstone on 015242 
51813 or dianeelphinstone@gmail.com, or visit 
www.claphamvillagestore.co.uk/be-ashareholder to 
download our prospectus and application form, or 
pick up copies from the shop.
 so, things are going very well – the shop is a nice, 
friendly place to buy groceries and meet neighbours, 
it helps to make Clapham a smashing place to live 
or work  in, and  it’s won awards and gained  local, 
regional and national recognition as an outstanding 
community project and social enterprise. all in its 
first  year!  It’s  also  a  well-managed  business,  and 
management committee members have been invited 
to sit on regional and national forums that advise 
and support the growing community ownership 
sector.
 that’s all very nice, you might say, but does your 
local convenience store offer quality products at 
competitive prices? The good news is that it does - 
most of our products match or even beat the prices 
of local(ish) supermarkets. So please support your 
village store  (but please don’t park  in  front of  the 
adjoining house to the right of the shop, thanks).

 Don Gamble
 Chair Clapham Village store
 015242 51524
  info@claphamvillagestore.co.uk
  www.claphamvillagestore.co.uk
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If you wish to advertise in the Newsletter 
please contact Ray Hull at  

Park View, Church Ave, Clapham LA2 8EA 
If you have an article or some interesting 
news that you would like to appear in the 

newsletter please email or telephone . 
hull365@btinternet.com or phone 51492

StaCKSteaDS leiSure Centre 
tatterthorn lane, ingleton 

Offering a 15 metre indoor swimming pool 
with stunning views of ingleborough,  

a jacuzzi spa, a sauna and gymnasium.

 l Limited memberships available l

New Local 
Leisure CeNtre

For more info phone 015242 41386 or e-mail 
enquiries@stacksteadfarm.co.uk or visit 

www.stacksteadfarm.co.uk

JAMES 
MARSHALL 
Joiner & Carpenter 

Established 1988 

KEASDEN • CLAPHAM 
Telephone 015242 51687  
or Mobile 07813 117814

Home Barn 
Foods  

Outside catering for all events

 Lucy Knowles  
Fiach Cottage, Feizor, Austwick,  

via Lancaster LA2 8DF  
Telephone:  

01729 825626 or 07738 922 524

open Mon to Fri 8.30am – 5.30pm Sat 9.00am – 5.30pm 
ashfield car Park, Settle BD24 9aa  tel: 01729 823002 

www.settlediy.com

many thanks 
I would just like to say thankyou very much for the 
kindness of  friends and  relations  for all your kind 
messages whilst i have been in hospital, and i glad 
to say i am now feeling a lot better.   Vesta

Coffee morning
We would like to thank everyone who supported us 
at our recent coffee morning held in the Village hall 
on saturday, 26th march.
 we raised a total of £342.56 which was divided 
between Bentham pet rescue and Craven Cats 
rescue.
  Thanks  also  to  all  those  who  baked  wonderful 
cakes  and  scones  for  the  event,  and  for  all  the 
donations of tombola and raffle prizes, they are very 
much appreciated.                            Sally Dewhurst


many thanks 
I would just like to say thankyou very much for the 
kindness of  friends and  relations  for all your kind 
messages whilst i have been in hospital, and i glad 
to say i am now feeling a lot better.   Vesta
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Now that the rain’s finally relented we’ve been able to 
do a bit of maintenance and tidying up. New latches 
and springs have been put on the two small gates. 
the latches were put on because parents had told us 
that their children had been able to leave the playpark 
without  them  knowing.  The  springs  automatically 
close the gates but it does mean that the gates are a 
little  trickier  to  open  –  it’s  about  striking  the  right 
balance  between  keeping  the  playpark  easy  for 
unaccompanied children and parents with pushchairs 
to get in while making it tricky for toddlers to get out 
without their parents being aware!  
 we’ve put up new ‘No Dogs’ signs and we will be 
getting some new ‘welcome’ signs made. the raised 
beds have been tidied up and we’ve cleared away a 
lot of broken branches so that the playpark is ready 
for its first cut of the year in a few weeks. We have 
also cleared out the drain at the church end of the 
playpark,  which  had  become  blocked with  silt  and 
gravel,  causing  rainwater  to  flow  into  the  playpark 
and making some parts very wet. We will  look into 
renewing  the slats on  the fixed wooden benches, as 
the wood is rotten in places.  
  The old wooden shelter has been removed, thanks 
to simon Coultherd, Joe harrison and a handy bit of 
farm machinery. we had ummed and aahed for a while 
about whether we should renovate it but we decided 
in the end that it was too far gone to do much with. 

we are now hoping to replace it with another shelter 
to complement the one installed last september and 
which will be in keeping with the playpark in general. 
We would also like to thank Ann Stewart for repairing 
parts of the roadside walling, rosie hull and Barbara 
marshall for raising funds, and Clapham parish 
Council for a large donation towards the cost of the 
annual rospa safety report. we rely completely on 
donations  and  fundraising  events  to  raise  the  £900 
or so we need each year to cover insurance and 
maintenance costs, so please put any loose change (or 
notes!) in the collection tin in the village store or the 
playpark’s donation box.  
 we are having another maintenance session in 
early April where the main job is to fork over all of 
the bark around  the play equipment, as  it’s become 
very compacted in parts, and then to top it up with 
new bark. We’d love to see you there, please contact 
me for further details if you’d like to help.  
 Finally, we’ve got a new volunteer – sarah hall, 
who has also taken on the role of secretary. If you can 
give a few hours a month to help manage the village’s 
playpark please get in touch.   The next meeting is 
in the Bunkbarn on Saturday, 23rd April at 4pm – all 
welcome.   
  Tracey Bilton 015242 51856 
  Clapham Park Association

Clapham playpark

The old shelter being taken out of the playpark
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It  is one of  those days  in England.A sprinkling of 
snow on the tops. Frost in the dale. sun creeping 
through. Church bells ringing. A busy beck running 
by. A ’66 split screen VW parked outside the church. 
For those of you who are visiting the area, it’s like 
this every day!
  Thank you all  for coming.  It  is  truly wonderful 
to see family, and friends, from the farming 
community, the villages, Clapham primary school, 
Giggleswick School, from rugby, from fell running, 
from  hockey,  from  skiing,  from  ceramics  class, 
from holidays, from the design business and from 
lizzie’s own school days. some rugby friends who 
cant be here have already held a two minute silence 
in the French alps for lizzie this morning. Other 
friends abroad have sent emotional messages.
 special mentions also for the nurses from 
airedale hospital ward 16 who are here, where 
lizzie received such fantastic care and friendship. 
and for my mum and aunt who are too poorly to 
travel but are sitting together right now with the 
service sheet.
  I  first  set  eyes  on  Lizzie  at  a  summer  hockey 
festival in the nice bit of manchester. it was hot and 
sunny and she was laughing and joking with friends, 
hands on hips (as ever) and sporting a skirt and vest 
with her hair tied up as was her style.
  I thought “hello”; but never had chance to speak. 
 many months later the fates conspired to have us 
seated next to each other at a Christmas Ball. It was 
late, we were both in fairly forthright moods, the 
conversation was quite feisty and competitive – and 
we completely failed to hit it off !
 we got together in better circumstances at the end 
of the following year on a weekend trip to Dublin and 
shortly after, went to aruba in the Dutch Caribbean 
together for the millennium. we probably haven’t 
had a real cross word since that Christmas Ball! 
(I  had  learned  not  to  say  anything  negative  about 
manchester United, which helped enormously).
  She  had  worked  briefly  in  London.  She  was  a 
talented artist and director of a design company 
working  with  big  name  companies.  She  knew 
her  net  profit  from  her  gross.  She  could  do  “city 
sophistication” and was quite at home in a stylish 
little  black  dress  with  a  glass  of  something  fizzy 
nearby.
 But while all that was fun for the ego it wasn’t 
fulfilling, but felt somehow shallow and short term. 
there was more to life – or actually, perhaps there 
was less to life?it helped that we met in our thirties. 
we found that we shared a dream to:  
 live in a wonderful place  
 a friendly community  

 in an old house full of character  
  With log fires and rugs and draughts    
 with some land and some animals   
 to raise a family  
 to see the seasons and the stars.  
 some people never reach their dream – we were 
lucky and had ours, with Mollie, for over 12 years. 
 lizzie loved the weather we have today, she saw 
the beauty in winter. she loved snow, the glittering 
crystals, the sound, the light and shade. she saw it 
through the eyes of an artist and with the eyes of a 
child.
  She  would  be  among  the  first  out  making 
snowmen, snowcaves, snow balls (she had a wicked 
aim, as many of us can testify), frenzied sledging 
–  and  the  laughter  –  always  with  a  flask  of  hot 
chocolate close by.
  She learned to snowboard aged thirty –(something). 
her learning method was direct. straight to the top 
of a mountain, and get down by any means! it was 
an effective if bruising way to learn and showed her 
intensely competitive streak. 
 we have had so many many cards and messages. 
they tell us how lizzie brought light and love 
and sparkle and infectious laughter and generosity 
and humour to everything she did. how she was a 
brilliant, talented, amazing, person. all of it true. 
  And  they  confirm  to  us  how  deeply  she  is 
missed. 
  Everyone  knows  her  smile.  A  smile  like  that 
meant she never got a speeding ticket in her life!
  She  liked  to  do  things  right,  so  I  had  a  bit  of 
shaping up to do!
  I  was  punctual  for  work  but  my  timings  were 
rather  more  relaxed  socially.  So  the  clocks  were 
secretly eased forward before special occasions. 
I  learned  that  “popping over  to Mums  for Boxing 
Day lunch” actually meant arriving at 11.30am and 
rolling your sleeves up to help with preparations! 
 i always remember for mollie’s Christening we 
arrived some  time before  Ian unlocked  the church 
(but it was a fantastic sunny day)! And I do tend to 
forget all the times i was late myself.
 lizzie didn’t hang around. scenery needed 
producing for the school Christmas play. the house 
was plundered for props – chairs and rugs and 
pictures and objects appeared on stage and amazing 
scenery painted within 2 hours. “Give a job to a busy 
person if you want it doing well” – she would say.
 she would have appreciated the orderliness of 
this service being held precisely a month after our 
wedding, on the start of school half term, and her 
burial  plot  being  next  to  the  pre  booked  plots  of 
some good friends. had she been here i might even 

my lizzie – a celebration
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Grateful thanks 
Dear Villagers, mollie and i wanted to let you 
know  how  grateful  we  have  been  for  all  of  the 
flowers, messages of support, friendship and offers 
of practical and future help since lizzie passed 
away.   Thank you also to everyone who attended 
and who contributed in any way to making Lizzie’s 
celebration service so very special.    We  think of 
her always and when life gets hard we remember that 
it is a privilege to be able to get up in the morning 
to see a new day.    
  with best wishes      
     Paul & Mollie

have taken the credit for organising it all so neatly!
  She  loved  things  “rustic”  and  admired  the  fine 
work  of  the  wallers,  stone  men,  the  joiners  and 
landscapers who made something beautiful out 
of  what  nature  left  lying  around,  a  bit  like  her 
fashioning a pot from a cold lump of clay. these 
craftsmen were never short of a brew at town head 
(nor a smile!).
 she was utterly loyal and dedicated to her family 
and to ensuring that mollie had a wonderful and 
fulfilling childhood – not by buying her iPads and 
expensive presents, but by making time for making 
dens,  messy  art,  fell  running,  hockey,  pony  club, 
and after school fixtures.
 she gave quietly to charities. One such is plan 
international/sponsor a Child where she sponsored 
a little boy in south america called Dionis. she 
liked that the money went direct to his welfare and 
education.
 lizzie had a daring, impulsive side too. aged 
13 she fell out of a tree attempting a tarzan swing 
between branches. when somewhat older she was 
spotted up a ladder painting the eaves of her house 
with her leg in pot shortly after an operation. 
 lizzie’s dad was a fantastic story teller and lizzie 
carried on that tradition – a glass of wine helped 
the story flow, and now and then various facts and 
details were sacrificed along the way in the interests 
of a good story. so do bear that in mind as i tell you 
the following:
 some say – that lizzie used to ride a racing sidecar 
around some of the motorcycle racing circuits of 
northern england. her role would be to clamber all 
over the sidecar at speed to try to keep it on the floor 
and to balance the bike when cornering.
 some also say – that when driving the van full of 
race mechanics back from the pub after a motorbike 
race, she went round a sharp corner and rolled the 
van  through  a  hedge  (as  you  do). Once  everyone 
had dusted themselves down, the boys in the back 
worked off their hangovers putting the van back into 
service  overnight!  [This was  confirmed  as  correct 
by a shaken up passenger at the reception.]
  We definitely know  that when younger  she had 
an audacious method of gaining access to her mum 
and dad’s house after hours when locked out. This 
involved  setting  a wheelie bin next  to  the kitchen 
roof and climbing up onto that roof from the bin lid; 
then shinning up the drainpipe to the window of the 
upstairs toilet. this was a very small opening which 
required her to squeeze through and drop about 4 
feet vertically – head first – performing a handstand 
on the cistern, and braking her descent by pressing 
her trainers against the wallpaper on each side. if 

address . . . .
you are ever in the lawrence’s upstairs toilet you 
can  still make  out  the  scuff marks  from  all  those 
years ago.
 lizzie was probably the strongest person i have 
ever met. she was physically strong for her size, 
but her mental strength and determination was 
immense.
 without this she could not have lived the life she 
lived,  nor  could  she have  fought  back  against  her 
illness perhaps four times. She had finalised things 
as she wished, she had assured herself that all her 
family would be OK, and even made an honest man 
out of me when we married in airedale hospital on 
12 January 2016.

So, back to those cards and messages:  
  “Vivacious beautiful and cool” lizzie .  
  “Gregarious loving and genuine” lizzie.  
  “Beautiful creative giving” lizzie.  
  “absolute star” lizzie. 

my lizzie. Our lizzie. we will miss your presence 
so much but you live on strongly in our hearts and 
in everything we see and do. 

Paul

in memory of Kit twyford
 13th april, 1936 – 16th January, 2016 

Thankyou to all the many friends of Kit who have 
comforted us so much.   
 For all the cards and messages of sympathy, and 
to so many friends and neighbours who braved the 
elements on January 29th to be at Keasden Church 
to bid him farewell.  
 he would have been very touched. 

Jacquie and Family
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Jenny M Parker
Bsc (Hons), MCSP, HPC

 Chartered Physiotherapist
 Specialising in the rehabilitation and  

prevention of injury 

Mobile physiotherapy service offering comprehensive 
assessment and treatment of joint and spinal 
problems, sports injuries, respiratory and neurological 
conditions, all in the comfort of your own home. 
Cover for sporting events also available. 

Please call to discuss your requirements and to 
book appointments. 

Telephone: 015242 51049 Mobile: 
07763 047160

NaTiONal 
WaTeR Well 
eNGiNeeRS

Domestic & Agricultural  
Water Well Drilling 

Installation of Water Mains

 Turnerford Cottage, Keasden, Clapham 
la2 8eX Tel. 015242 51013 or 07801 747632 

email: waterwells@hotmail.co.uk www.
nationalwaterwellengineers.co.uk

This  free  Newsletter  aims  to  keep  everyone  in 
Clapham, Keasden and Newby in touch with what 
is happening in our community. it does, however, 
cost a significant amount to produce, and advertis-
ing is a very necessary aid to the finances. An advert 
costs as little as £3.50 per issue. to advertise your 
products and services, please contact ray hull on 
015242 51492 or by email below. 
Articles, news and ideas please for the next issue 

by 25th June, 2016 to  
Chrissie Bell: Chrisharte@aol.com  

or ray hull: hull365@btinternet.com

Septic tanks 
Emptying & Maintenance  

P J Richardson
 Registered Waste Carrier No. NYK/642908

 CLAPHAM, LANCASTER 

Telephone 015242 51488  
Mobile 07885 462 909

Newsholme & Son
 (established 1950)  

Electrical Engineers
 STATION ROAD, CLAPHAM  
Write or phone 015242 51383

 Domestic • agricultural installations • Security 
Lighting and Burglar alarms • Fire alarm Systems • 
additional electrical circuits • Faults • Breakdowns 

• Panel and Night Store heaters supplied. 
No call-out charges, No VAT, Free estimates

Settle  
Chimney Sweep 
Services  

4 Craven Terrace  
Settle BD24 9DB

Tel. 01729 823683  
Mobile. 07815 285321

Supplier of pots, cowls & bird nets

Knitting   Needle Craft   Haberdashery   Sewing   Card Making
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B
ow

s Cottontail Crafts
 ViSiT OUR ShOP and WeBSiTe

 16 Duke Street,  SeTTle  BD24 9DN

 www.cottontailcrafts.co.uk  
sue@cottontailcrafts.co.uk  

01729 822946 

A Paradise for Crafters

Jew
ellery 

R
ibbons 

B
uttons 

B
ow

s

We offer commercial and domestic flooring. 
Made to measure blinds. Selection of Rugs,  

Bed and Mattresses. 
Full Amtico and Karndean showroom

Opening times Monday – Friday 9am till 4.30pm  
Saturday 10am till 12.30pm 

Unit 2 Sowarth field industrial estate, Settle, BD24 9aF. 
email. info@peterallenflooring.co.uk

FLOOR COVERINGS LTD
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BuS ServiCeS (581)
 Clapham to Settle (weekdays): 

0734 0909 1109 1309 1509 1719

 Saturdays: 
0734 0909 1109 1309 1509 1719

 Settle to Clapham (weekdays): 
0930 1130 1330 1530 1740 1830

 Saturdays: 
0930 1130 1330 1530 1740 1910 

Sports Injuries, Back Pain, Frozen Shoulder, 
Acupuncture and more (see website) 

Phone Chartered Physiotherapist 
Marie Colyer MSc, MCSP 

015242 62216 
www.benthamphysio.co.uk

Physiotherapy 
Clinic 

Bentham

On Saturday, 19th March the Church on The Green in Newby hosted a Sport Relief coffee morning which 
was very well supported by the local community.
  Competition was tense and brows were furrowed as games of blow football, dominoes, tiddlywinks and 
magnetic darts were hotly contested.
 Over £200 was raised for the charity as people gave generously whilst enjoying coffee, biscuits and good 
company. A  huge  thank you to all those who helped to make it happen.
 each thursday between 10.30 and 11.30 coffee is served in the church and all are welcome.
 Date for your Diary, 14th may, coffee morning at the home of eveline Dawson at Blue hall, ingleton.

Sport relief Coffee morning

Kirsty and Amelie and Jess and Josh enjoying a game of blow football
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On-Site Welding  
Farm Buildings etc.  

4x4 Repairs and 
Plant Repairs

UNiT 1, DaleS VieW  
OlD ROaD  
ClaPhaM la2 8Jh 
Telephone 07779 081388

Kevin ChaDWiCK
Agricultural Engineer

BRIDGE COTTAGE 
Bed & Breakfast

Station Road, Clapham LA2 8DP 
Telephone 015242 51506  

www.bridgecottageclapham.co.uk

This charming cottage B&B is at the heart of 
Clapham, opposite the shop, and has been 
extensively refurbished to reveal oak beams, 
window seats and slate floors. Enjoy locally-
sourced Yorkshire breakfasts, homemade cake     
and biscuits.   

Choose from three bedrooms: two doubles with 
ensuite showers, plus one twin/superking suite 
with ensuite bathroom and separate shower.

Winter weekday rate from £35 per person.

We are dog-friendly and are delighted to provide 
day care to our four-legged guests.

Suppliers of top quality . . .

 Traditional House Coal  
l  

Kiln Dried Firewood  
l  

Smokeless Fuel  
l  

Top Soil and  
Mushroom Compost  

l  
Wood Heating Pellets

l

G. Kay Builders ltd.
 – General BuildinG –

 No job too small! 

South View  •  Cross Haw Lane 
Clapham  •  via Lancaster  

LA2 8DZ 

Mobile: 07805 874937 

Home: 015242 51739

A Gallery full of fabulous yarns by:  
Noro  l  CoLiNette  

Debbie bLiss  l  rowAN 
briGANtiA  l  LouisA HArDiNG 

LANG  l  rYC  l  GeDiFrA  
. . . . and many more 

Help and advice always on hand 
Call 015242 51122

Beckside Yarns 
& Needlecrafts

BeCkside GallerY CHurCH 
aveNue, ClapHam NorTH 

YorksHire la2 8ea  
www.becksideyarns.com  
info@becksideyarns.com

l

Call the office on  
01524 812476  

or visit  
www.logsdirect.co.uk  

to place an order
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Springtime
For those not involved in the sheep farming world 
springtime thoughts often turn to summer holidays 
or perhaps a short Easter break.  Daylight hours are 
increasing,  daffodils  are  out,  primroses  poke  their 
heads above ground and hedgerows begin to have 
just a hint of green, all is well with the world.
 For the average shepherd spring means only one 
thing – the annual life shortening desperate life 
and death struggle, known locally as lambing time, 
which most shepherds would agree is better than 
having a proper job.
 there is no doubt that of all domesticated animals 
the  humble  sheep  is  the  one most  likely  to  cause 
cardiac arrest among those of us that choose to farm 
them.
  Lambing at bleak bank starts at the end of March 
when the clocks change to summertime, the theory 
being with the longer evenings we have as many of 
the inevitable disasters as possible in daylight. 
 Our sheep lamb outside, so as with much in the 
farming world, the weather has a huge impact, little 
baby lambs can stand some terrible weather as long 
as  they  have  their  tummies  full  of mother’s milk, 
hopefully within half an hour of being born, this 
is more difficult for the lamb if the weather is wet 
and cold, its 1a.m. and the shepherd is not due back 
until first light. That first feed of colostrum contains 
essential antibodies to kickstart the lamb’s immune 
system and must not be underestimated.  we always 
have some colostrum in the freezer for emergencies,  
such as mum “not coming to milk” right away.
 some sheep are too clever for their own good and 
want nothing to do with any lamb they have given 
birth to and, indeed, deny all knowledge of it ever 
happening, they stand at the other side of the field 
trying to blend into the crowd ignoring the plaintive 
cries of the orphan. Usually a few hours confined in 
the barn with the lamb allows the bonding process 
to occur after which nothing will separate her from 
her baby.
 Other sheep may have too much of a mothering 
instinct and before lambing themselves they 
continually  tour  the field  looking  for  newborns  to 
“adopt” they do this by tempting them away from 
mother who may not be too bothered and in some 
cases secretly pleased that her duties are over. this 
is all very well until adoptive mother has her own 
family and wants nothing more to do with her 
adopted family, leaving a confused lonely lamb, 
as well as shepherd who is easily confused. we try 
to move all new families out of the maternity field 
into the antenatal field within a few hours of birth to 
minimise the risk of mismothering.

 we do occasionally have “spare” lambs, for 
example mum may not be able to feed two. Here we 
try to place the lamb in a new family, the best way to 
do this is be present at the birth of a sheep having a 
single (they are scanned so we know who is having 
what) we rub the spare lamb in the afterbirth and any 
other post birth fluid, tricking the ewe into thinking 
she has had two with only half the pain. this is 
known as wet mothering and is often successful.
 the aftercare is all consuming, all sheep and 
lambs are seen twice a day and “mothered up”. 
the family unit is very strong, when the sheep dog 
(Becky or Mia) appear in the field all lambs rush to 
their mum for safety and she certainly provides it.
 toward the end of april some form of sanity and 
what passes for normality begins to return, the barn is 
cleaned out and hurdles are dismantled, lamb bottles 
are disposed of, the quadbike gets a bit of a lie in, 
normal  conversation  returns  to  the  breakfast  table 
and  the evening meal moves back  to a  reasonable 
hour. i might even have a shave . . . . it’s still better 
than having a proper job, roll on next year.

John Dawson



Wildlife in Clapham

Westby  
Dairy 
Robert and  
Janet Townson  

We deliver Milk, Cream and eggs 
from our family dairy farm.

 Our families have been producing 
milk for local delivery for generations, 
and now, along with the help of our 

son and daughters we are very proud 
to provide a great British tradition that 
is the doorstep milk delivery service!

We bottle milk from our own herd 
of cows for delivery to homes and 
businesses the very next morning.

Westby hall Farm, gisburn 
tel. 01200 445283

Curlew – Numenius arquata 
the Curlew is our largest breeding wader with a 
long deeply down-curved bill. It has a motley grey 
brown plumage and long legs. the female Curlew 
is slightly larger than the male and she also has a 
longer bill. 
   The call of the Curlew is the distinctive cour-eee 
call which gives the bird its name. they breed on 
upland  moors  like  Ingleborough,  Hardacre  Moss, 
Newby moor, Clapham moor and the Bowland 
hills, on migration they can also be found feeding in 
fields sometimes in small flocks. The Curlews start 
arriving back to the local area normally around mid-
February. This year the first to arrive back were seen 
on the 19th February and after that they have been 
steadily increasing in numbers.   
  After breeding the Curlews start heading back to 
the coast around the end of July with a few stragglers 
being seen during august and early september.
  Other  waders  to  arrive  back  have  been  the 
Lapwings,  Oystercatchers  and  Redshanks.  One 
hundred and thirty lapwings were seen around the 
local area on February 19th. They are now starting 
to pair up around the fields of the local farms. The 
first Oystercatcher was seen near Clapham sewage 
works  on  February  13th. A  flock  of  twenty-three 
Oystercatchers  have  been  seen  recently  at  Crook 
Beck near Nutta Farm and a flock of forty were seen 
at Waters Farm on March 1st. The first Redshank 
was seen at meldingscale Farm on the 13th march 
and two Redshanks were seen at Crook Beck on the 
20th march.  

  The first Skylarks flew over Ingleborough Hall on 
February 12th, there are now several male Skylarks 
singing on hardacre moss and Newby moor.  song 
Thrushes, Mistle Thrushes and Blackbirds are now 
singing around the local area trying to attract mates, 
whilst our breeding thrush are now singing there are 
several  small flocks of Fieldfares  and  a  couple  of 
redwings still around the local area, they will soon 
be heading back to Europe and Scandinavia.  
 two pair of stonechats have spent the winter on 
Newby moor and hardacre moss, and they could 
possibly stay to breed.
  Unfortunately two Barn Owls have been found 
dead locally, one was found at Green Close and the 
other at the Bentham road junction not far from 
Nutta Farm,  I  think  this  is  the Barn Owl  that was 
seen regularly hunting over Newby moor during the 
daylight hours throughout the winter.
  The first butterflies to be seen in flight for the year 
were  two  Small  Tortoiseshells  and  two  Peacocks 
on the old railway line near Clapham station on 
13th march. the small tortoiseshell that has been 
hibernating at smithy Cottage since October last 
year woke up and left the house on March 15th. 

Tim Hutchinson Smithy Cottage 


