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CLAPHAM CUM NEWBY PARISH COUNCIL
Report of Meeting held 18th March, 2008

Annual Parish Meeting
this was held immediately before the ordinary meeting 
of the Council and the Chairman reported on matters 
undertaken during the last twelve months.
 a report was also received on the preparatory work 
undertaken in order to produce a parish plan. Funding 
in excess of £3500 has been received and approximately 
250 questionnaires have been delivered to households as 
well as just under 100 youth questionnaires. response 
rates were 80% and 50% respectively. the responses 
are now being analysed and during the next two months, 
the steering group will be drawing up the draft parish 
Plan. The final plan will be launched in July, 2008. 
 many people completed prize draw slips  
and at a recent meeting of the steering Committee, 
the following winners were drawn at random, 
each receiving a prize of £50: miss rosalind 
walton, m waterstone. mrs lesley Crutchley and  
mr D G smith. Congratulations and thanks to all who 
took part! Finally, the parish plan could not happen 
without the enormous amount of effort provided by 
members of the steering Committee and the working 
Groups and the Council is grateful to all who are taking 
part.
 a number of items were drawn to the Council’s 
attention, one being a recurrence of the disrepair of 
reebys lane. a parishioner had already reported this 
direct to the Chief executive of the County Council.

Ordinary Meeting
Planning  Clapham waste water treatment works 
– several plans have been submitted by United Utilities 
in respect of the new waste water treatment works. 
amongst these were proposals for the outfall structure 
on land adjacent to the river wenning. local anglers 
expressed concern for fish stocks and following 
representations, planning approval is being sought for 
the placing of boulders in order to aerate the water at the 
outfall. the Council is in favour of all the applications 
provided the aforementioned action at the outfall is 
included.

Finance  the Council has again decided to donate the 
sum of £50 to settle swimming pool and £35 to Craven 
Citizens advice Bureau. these are in addition to £200 
donated to St James’ Parish Church, Clapham towards 
a new winding mechanism in the church clock and 
payment by the Council of the rospa safety inspection 
of the village play area.

Notice board at Keasden  the notice board at 
Keasden cross roads has been replaced and the Council 
is grateful for a donation of £100 by Forest of Bowland 
AONB Joint Advisory Committee towards the cost. 

Next Meetings:  13 may when the annual statutory 
Meeting of the Council will also be held; 15th July; 
16th september and 18th November, 2008. meetings 
commence at 7.30pm. they are held in Clapham Village 
hall and everybody is welcome.

These one-day-old triplets posed for their photograph in 
Ian Holliday’s farmyard

Spring is in the air!
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offer a discount to Friends 
and Relations of locals

See Jackie or David for details
RiveRside, Clapham

Tel: 015242 51240

Your local D.I.Y. Store

Station Road, Settle
Bd24 9aa

telephone 01729 823002

Thomas Redhead
Clapham’s Solid Fuel & LPG gas supplier

supports British coal
Six grades & sizes of coal

from £5.00 per 50kg bag – including V.A.T.
20 different smokeless fuels

from £6.00 per 50kg bag – including V.A.T.
Bottled gas delivered to your door

QuAliTy, reliABiliTy & choice
Top-up service available

015242 41626 or 41212

Looking Well Studios
have

Attractive, Warm Workspaces & Workshop
To Let

central Bentham
hourly, daily or monthly rates
Fully serviced with Broadband

Suitable for Wide range of uses including
creative businesses, training, meetings,

hot desking & messy arts activities
Good value, friendly location

Tel: 015242 62672
Email: office@pioneerprojects org.uk
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}

Ashfield 
d.i.Y. Centre

AUCTIONEERS, ESTATE AGENTS, 
SURVEYORS & VALUERS

3 High Street, Settle BD24 9EX
Tel: 01729 825252

www.graveson.uk.com

E S T A T E  A g E n c y
gRAVESOn

R & M WhEiLdOn
PLuMBing And hEATing 

EnginEERS
domestic & commercial

Most makes of boilers serviced
Specialists in underfloor heating

10 Stonegate, Low Bentham
Telephone: 015242 62330

Advice and information for 
older people and their carers
CHEApSIDE, SETTLE BD24 9Ew

 Tel: 01729 823066
 01729 825669

registered Charity number: 700054

NORTH CRAVEN

WiThERSPOOn’S 
EMPORiuM

The Old Manor house
church Avenue, clapham

Bunkhouse now open
Shop winter opening hours:

Wed, Thurs and Friday noon to 5.15pm
Saturdays and Sundays 10.00am to 5.30pm

015242 51144 or 07768 277730
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CHURCH NEwS
The Vicar writes . . . .

‘God loves a cheerful giver’  
(2 Corinthians ch 9 v7) 

St James’ Church is reaching another important 
stage in its life and work. all our plans for the tower 
project are now reaching the point where hopefully 
we shall see work progressing in the not too distant 
future. the project includes repairs to the tower, toilet 
facilities, a small kitchen, and going from 3 to 6 bells 
– the new bells have virtually been given to us.
 the running costs of your parish Church, 
especially due to the rise in the cost of heating fuel, 
means that in the year 2007 we only just covered 
the expenditure of the church with income. at the 
last parochial Church Council meeting we felt it 
appropriate to ask members of the local community 
if they would be prepared to help in maintaining the 
working life of the Church.  any gifts, no matter how 
small (e.g. £1 a week) would mean we could continue 
to serve the community and have a Church presence 
for future generations.
 another source of income for the future could 
be in the form of a small legacy to the Church. the 
Church of the epiphany, austwick, has received a 
number of small legacies over the past three years 
which have helped enormously with building repairs 
and the future work of the Church.
 anyone who would be willing to help please 
contact the Church treasurer, Owen walton (tel 
51685) or the Vicar (51313)
   Every blessing,
    Ian

parish walking Club. the next walk will be on 
saturday 19th april and we meet at austwick Church 
again at 9.30am.  the walk will be no more than four 
miles. more information available from the Vicar.

An Evening with Sir Edward Elgar. a musical 
talk on the life and music of sir edward elgar will 
be given by Derek Greasley, a friend of Ken & 
Brenda, on saturday 19th april in the Village hall 
at 7.30pm.
 tickets £6, include supper, available from sue 
mann, liz mason and Colin Brindle. please bring 
your own drinks and glasses.

Rogation and pet family service. the annual 
rogation and pet service will take place on sunday 
27th april beginning at 11.00am  all are invited to 
bring a pet with them for the service.

Ascension Day 
a special united service for the whole of the churches 
in our cluster will be held in eldroth Church  
on thursday 1st may beginning at 7.00pm. the 
archdeacon of Craven will preach.
Ingleborough Hall – Fun Afternoon 11th May
a special afternoon for all the family is being held at 
ingleborough hall on sunday 11th may beginning at 
2.30pm until 5.30pm.  there are activities for children 
and young people, ‘free’ afternoon teas; the Kirkby 
lonsdale Brass Band will be playing. this event is 
for everyone; all the churches in the cluster will be 
involved. (Ourselves, Bentham, ingleton, Chapel-le-
dale, Burton and thornton)
Keasden – Lambing Service
sunday, 18th may at 7.00pm at wenning side Farm by 
kind permission of Crossy and may Cornthwaite.
Clapham Cemetery 
help – occasionally or regularly, is needed to keep 
the cemetery in its present excellent condition.  sheila 
and stuart maywood, eileen plumridge or richard 
sexton will be pleased to explain how and to give 
details.
Forward Notice – June 7th Cheese and Wine evening 
with Vesta and Owen walton.
an Evening in Vienna, performed by singers 
Octomeron in the Village hall raised £350 for the 
Church. the audience heard a range of music from 
the sound of music to two pieces by Bruchner.

NEWS FROM NEWBY
Just a few dates for your diaries!

there will be a farm walk on saturday, 3rd may 
at Bleak Bank. we hope to set off at 6.15pm and 
take a fairly steady stroll around some of the more 
interesting parts of the farm. the walk will be about 
1.5 (ish) miles and will be of particular interest to 
anyone interested in a snapshot of local history with 
very good views. Of course a bite of supper will be 
provided!
 a coffee morning will be held on saturday, 17th 
may at the home of ted and evelyn Dawson at Blue 
hall, ingleton in order to raise funds for the Chapel 
at Newby.
 On June 21st and 22nd at the Chapel in Newby 
there will be a display of photographs of “Old 
Newby” alongside a flower festival. anyone who 
would like to get involved with this please contact 
John Dawson on 51350. 
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L. PRESTON & SONS
Proprietor: iAN PreSToN

TOWn hEAd gARAgE
AuSTWicK

Telephone 015242 51391

New & Used Car Sales 
M.O.T. Testing & Repairs

The Hot Seat . . . .
many of you might recognise Zara Coultherd or at 
least have noticed her grandfather, ernie, and her 
father, simon, in a tractor or herding cows. Zara lives 
by the shop, in Barbara and ernie’s (her grandparents) 
old house and her garden is near to the beck. You can 
often see Zara and her younger brother Ben there, on 
the (rare) sunny days in Clapham, bouncing on the 
trampoline or perfecting their cycling skills, helped 
by ruth and simon.
 During Zara’s free time, when she isn’t at 
school, she has swimming lessons on a tuesday. 
it is her favourite hobby and she would like to be 
a professional swimmer in the future. Zara also 
enjoys reading, skipping and playing the recorder. in 
the school’s easter Concert, Zara played hot Cross 
Buns to honour Good Friday tradition. she’s got 
seventeen other tunes up her sleeve as well! Zara’s 
favourite film is Cinderella, especially the part when 
her dress transforms into a beautiful princess gown. 
her favourite food is very buttery mashed potato – it 
must be to gain all that energy for all those lengths 
she’s swimming.
 there has been a recent addition to the Coultherd 
family. roger the rabbit is Zara’s new pet and she has 
the important tasks of cleaning him out and feeding 
him. roger has settled into this comfy lifestyle rather 
quickly, so Zara often rewards him with carrot-shaped 
biscuits. she has another pet as well. Nemo, named 
after the famous Disney-pixar creation, is an orange 
and black fish, who due to having down days has to be 
encouraged by adding salt to the water, which makes 
him swim for a while with more va-va-voom. Ben 
would say that all the cows were their pets as well, 
but they don’t live at home (just yet!) Zara sometimes 
helps out on the farm: feeding the calves, cleaning the 
muck (bit of a smelly job) and for a treat she and Ben 
can play on the hay or ride in the tractor with their 
dad. however, it is Ben who wants to be the farmer 
and make a fifth generation on the Coultherd farm.
 this coming september, Zara moves up to the 
juniors and Ben goes into reception. even now, Zara 
keeps an eye out for him at school, but i’m sure she 
will be able to have frequent visits to the infants to 
check on Ben, as well as make sure mrs harper and 
mrs pybus aren’t missing her too much. it’s a big 
change to go up to the juniors, yet Zara seems to be 
getting ready for it. with her determination on the 
swimming front, she probably will take to the new 
experience like a duck to water, and her big smile 
will make her new friends immediately.

Fay Lockett

ART ExHIBITION
local botanical artist annie Farrer is presently 
exhibiting her wonderful collection of paintings, 
depicting plant forms on paper. the exhibition is 
at the Folly in settle, and is open on tuesdays, 
saturdays and sundays from 10.30 am to 4.30 pm. 
the exhibition runs to 6th may.
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d Shrubs d Perennials 
d Alpines d Fruit Trees
d heathers d hanging Baskets/
d Bedding Plants   Planters
d Fuchsias d Decorative Pots
d clematis d compost and
d climbers     Garden Sundries

Westhouse Nursery

open 9am to 5pm – 6 days a week. closed Tuesday
All major credit cards accepted

On site parking
on A65 between ingleton and Kirkby lonsdale 

– look out for Blue and yellow signs

Telephone 015242 41878/42652

Having survived our first Winter with it’s usual storms, 
floods and sub zero temperatures, we are finally 
emerging into spring and with it our blossoming plans 
for this next year.
 the project has so far gone from strength to strength 
. . . with a few predictable hiccups! we decided a 
few months ago to stop “buying in” our used oil for 
processing and move forward our plans to try and base 
our production on locally donated oil from restaurants, 
chippies etc to further the ideals of producing a useful 
and environmentally “friendly” bio-fuel from waste 
material from the local community. this was prompted 
by our increasing doubts as to the quality of oil we 
were receiving, and also in no small part by the general 
publicity bio-fuels were attracting, making bio-diesel 
a “hot topic” and in the short term now really spurring 
us on to try and solicit local sources of oil with some 
urgency before they, as it were, dried up.
 Fortuitously, this has proved to be a bonus for us 
in two main areas.
 Firstly, mainly due to the prodigious efforts of 
our main “oil collector”  ron wilson and his team of  
collectors, we have managed to procure in a few short 
months quite a large circle of “donors” from Bentham, 
ingleton, settle etc, . . .  and such sources seem to be 
increasing all the time thanks to their efforts.
 secondly, and as a bonus to these efforts, our 
public profile has increased accordingly with hopefully 
a knock-on effect to our projected goals in the 
Community project.
 many months ago at start up, i made some tentative 
enquiries, firstly with Craven District Council Waste 
management, and then latterly with their over-riding 
authority of NYCC as to their ongoing policies as to 
waste vegetable oil disposal, as i was aware in the near 
future such policies would have to change from the 
present generic landfill description . . . a term  which 
at the moment as i’m sure you are aware unfortunately 
covers all evils. Craven Council had indeed had a 
short policy of waste oil collection which had been 

discontinued, and NYCC were in the throes of  piloting 
some trial schemes for domestic waste oil disposal at 
re-cycle sites in N. Yorks.
 after some telephone contacts and further meetings 
with members of both these waste management teams 
and their contractors, the project has been taken on 
board with both . . . we are now listed at Craven office 
as a contact for phone-in enquiries as to waste oil 
disposal, a listing which has already supplied us with 
some useful collections with the hope of more to come, 
and further to that we are as of now participating in a 
trial with NYCC for collection of domestic waste oil 
disposal at their manned re-cycle site in settle.
 anyone, certainly in our parish, and in the settle 
area as a whole can now dispose of their oil at the 
site . . . ask one of the staff as we are trying to avoid 
contamination . . . and hence contribute to our project 
at the same time.
 to try and publicise this trial we are also in talks 
with settle Going Green and various shops and 
supermarkets in settle to display posters etc. and there 
is also some possibility of an article in the county 
magazine NY times, all of which should get our face 
known, and as our “fame” spreads give us some very 
welcome new ‘oil sources’ and give us some very 
welcome support for our economic viability in the 
future.
 in a similar vein, and also in no small part to our 
association with Growing with Grace, the side of the 
project less financially orientated but still very  much 
part of it’s ideals has similarly expanded. professor 
leggett has been contacted by various schools in and 
out of the area, both interested in the ideas in a teaching 
aspect and also in the more practical side such as using 
their waste oil produce fuel to run the school rugby 
minivan etc, and eddie has already given some very 
instructive talks to groups of teachers on site at the 
“shed” at G&G and also in settle schools . . . rather 
him than me!
 so, altogether spring has sprung and we are into 
what should hopefully be a very interesting and 
expanding “New Year” for the project . . . BUt, we 
are still very much in start up times and although all 
the signs are for a very positive and consolidating 
few months as we continue to grow, we still at times 
desperately need a few hours of people’s time and 
effort. if you haven’t joined us so far and/or are 
interested in doing so or even finding out more, don’t 
be shy in coming forward and helping, so all the hard 
work put in so far by some very active members can 
make the Community Bio-diesel project become a 
success.
        many thanks, Mike Cornwell
    Contacts:  e. leggett Clapham 51030 and 
       r wilson Clapham 51104

BIO-DIESEL – PROJECT SPRING UPDATE BIO-DIESEL



6

peter Allen
FLOOR COVERINGS

    l Quality Pine & oak Furniture
    l Beds and Mattresses, rugs
    l curtain Poles and Tracking
uniT 2, SOWARTh FiELd induSTRiAL 

ESTATE, SETTLE
Telephone 01729 825122

open Mon – Fri 10am to 4pm. Sat. 10am to 1pm
closed Wednesdays

Chrissie Bell was born at Banbridge, Northern 
ireland during the second world war.  her mother 
who had been born in Burma had to change her 
lifestyle of tennis playing when she joined the a.t.s. 
Chrissie’s father was in the army. when the war 
ended the family moved to Bromley and her father 
worked for Courtaulds in london. the family were 
all musical and Dad who secretly wanted to be an 
organ builder played the organ for local churches. 
Chrissie attended the local school and she chose to 
walk there thus saving her 1d bus fare to spend on 
six sticks of liquorice. 
 their happy family life was abruptly shattered 
when her father had a heart attack and died, aged 
31, whilst playing during a service. Chrissie and 
her two sisters were taken back to Northern ireland 
for one brief term before she was sent, at the age of 
eight, to a boarding school in sussex which she hated 
because the regime was so strict. the happiest day 
of her life came eight years later when she left there 
with a bible, a suitcase of clothes and some O levels. 
sixth form life at a co-educational comprehensive in 
ireland was blissful by comparison and was followed 
by four years at Queen’s University, Belfast where 
she studied a little geography and immersed herself 
in student politics and organised such events as the 
rag week and the may Ball. she was given the title of 
Fresher of the Year by the student newspaper because 
she could do the twist. she learned to love rugby and 
she enjoys it still.
 Her first job, at a school in Sussex, was followed 
by a teaching post in london. she then worked for 
an educational foundation organising programmes for 
ministers and officials of newly independent nations. 
she married and moved to New York where she loved 
both the city and her job with the British government 
as an information officer. She distinguished herself 
at her next job in london with the British institute 
of management by setting up a trade union branch of 
apeX. she went to the london Business school for 
one year and then worked as a spin doctor for esso. 
some years later she was one of many who were 
made redundant so she spent some time sailing before 
heading north to civilisation after meeting Chris.
 Chris was born in wilmslow, Cheshire in 1939. 
he and his two brothers had a nanny of whom he has 
fond memories. he remembers faintly the sense of 
fear as they headed for the air-raid shelter down the 
garden and the fact that his father was often away. 
what he did not know until many years later was 
that his father was at Bletchley park with a number 
of other very clever people helping to crack the 

Settle Bathroom 
& Tile Centre

l Bathroom Suites/Shower 
enclosures/Accessories

l Tiles for Bathrooms and Kitchens – 
including stone, porcelain, mosaic, 
ceramic and glass

l Full design and fitting service
l Gas and oil boilers serviced
l heating installations
l Power flushing of heating systems

(Corgi registered  –  OFTEC registered)

opening hours:
Monday – Friday 9.00 – 4.00pm

Saturday 10.00am – 1.00pm

uniT 14
SOWARTh induSTRiAL ESTATE, 

SETTLE

Tel. 01729 824853 
Fax. 01729 825969

VILLAGE PEOPLE . . . 
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German enigma code. he went to a prep school 
before going to sedbergh, as his father and uncles 
had done before him. he loved almost everything 
about it except wearing short trousers and the absence 
of girls. He went to St. John’s College, Cambridge, 
his father’s old college, where he studied economics 
and law, enjoyed the freedom which university life 
offers and met a young Norwegian lady from Oslo 
who became his wife three months later. His first paid 
employment was with Dunlop at speke, liverpool, as 
an accountant, thus following his father’s footprints 
once more because his dad was a chartered accountant 
before him. a spell of 18 months with Ford in essex 
came next before he moved to Knutsford and worked 
for a merchant bank which was opening a branch in 
manchester. he later became Finance Director for 
an expanding building firm which was doing so well 
that it was taken over, with the result that Chris and 
others were made redundant. he had by now a wife, 
four daughters and no job. Bravely, he decided not 
to rush out and take the first vacant job but to train 
as a barrister. When he qualified at the kind of formal 
ceremony in london that the legal profession loves 
he was probably regarded as the thickest barrister in 
town because all the other graduates were in their 
early twenties whereas Chris was 36. they must have 
thought that he had been taking the exams for the past 
fifteen years. Later he worked for a merchant bank 
in london for fourteen years. 
       travelling back from london one Friday night, 
on his fiftieth birthday, he fell into conversation with 
a stranger. On his return journey on the monday, he 
found himself in the same carriage as the stranger 
whose company he had so much enjoyed three days 
earlier. the stranger, as you will have guessed by 
now, was Chrissie. they were both divorced, the new 
friendship blossomed and they set up home together 

. . . STRANGERS ON A TRAIN
in Cheshire. later they were married in harrogate and 
celebrated at Betty’s tea room.  Their first move into 
the Dales took them to stainforth and then, in 2001, 
they moved to Clapham. they both like the beauty 
of the area, the prettiness of our village and the fact 
that it is a proper village with a shop, a post office, a 
pub and a church.  they both play bridge and Chrissie 
still enjoys sailing, a pastime which nearly resulted 
in her early demise last year.  
 she edits the ewecross Deanery News and Chris 
keeps himself off the street corners by playing golf 
and acting as treasurer for t.r.a.m.p.s., the bio-
diesel project and Kirkby lonsdale seniors’ Golf 
section.  he is rightly proud of his four daughters, 
plus eight grandchildren and the fact that he became 
a great grandfather at the age of 66.
 At the street market last July we were all encour-
aged to save the bells of Clapham by contributing 
generously to a fund. having visited Chris and 
Chrissie at their home and enjoyed hearing their life 
stories i now realise that they were not the bells in 
danger.

Stuart Marshall

BOWLAND FELLS HEATING and SON
Domestic Servicing and Maintenance of

oil FiRed BoileRS and CooKeRS
(AGA/Raeburn etc.)

telephone Guy downing on 015242 41833 or Mobile 07780 708589

9 neW Road, inGleton la6 3Hl

Joinery contractor & Manufacturer
open to Trade and Public for all your timber needs

Specialists in decking, Fencing, garden 
Furniture, Playground equipment, etc.

Firewood now on sale – ideal for 
woodburners and open fires.

Free quotations and site visit
unit 3, Sowarth industrial Estate, Settle

Tel: 0729 825559
open Mon-Fri 8 am to 5 pm Sat 8.30 to 1 pm

cuTTing 

SERVicE
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legend has it that Clapham had its very own witch 
many years ago. alice Ketyll was her name. she is 
reputed to have used her devilish powers to summon 
five hundred knights on horseback to assist Sir John 
de Clapham of Clapdale Castle.  together they were 
to fight alongside the Earl of Warwick, Warwick the 
Kingmaker, in the war between the house of York 
and the house of lancaster.  the year was 1468, the 
war had been going on for 18 years and the coming 
battle could be vital.
 in order to summon the knights the witch had to 
sweep the dust on Clapham Bridge towards Clapdale 
Castle between the church bell ringing for the village 
priest’s last prayers of the day and ringing again to 
mark the start of the nightly curfew.  as she swept 
she was to utter the words “Into the house of John 
my son hie all the wealth of Clapham town”. at 
midnight she was to stand on the bridge with a ring 
of nine freshly killed red roosters ranged in a ring 
around her feet and call out three times to the Devil’s 
imp, robin artisson. these things she did. and some 
days later a troop of knights on horseback rode up 
the village street to Clapdale Castle. Others followed 
until, at midnight, the castle gates were flung open 
and full five hundred knights rode proudly out to 
battle, near Banbury, where they saved the day before 
vanishing, though no one knew where.  alice Ketyll 
was subsequently tried for witchcraft, before the 
irish Bishop of Ossory who was then on a visitation 
to lancaster.  she was found guilty but so impressed 
the Bishop by her repentance that he absolved her and 
ordered her to re-roof Clapham Church with lead as 
a penance.
 this at least is the legend as recounted by 
reverend peter winstone in his little book “the story 
of the witch of Clapham”, published in 1983 just a 
year before he left Clapham after 17 years here as 
Vicar.  he later said that he had taken the legend from 
a book written by r.B.Cragg in 1905, “legendary 
rambles: ingleton and lonsdale”.
 those of us working on the history of Clapham 
wondered whether the legend should have some 
place in the forthcoming book.  Our researches 
concentrated mainly on John de Clapham, did he 
exist and when. But we learned that others had got 
there before us. in 2006 two members of the North 
Craven Heritage Trust set out to find the truth behind 
the legend.  after much fruitless enquiry and with a 
little luck they discovered that the Camden society 
had in 1843 transcribed a latin manuscript in the 
British library, a manuscript which told how an alice 
Kettle or Kyteler was indeed tried for witchcraft, not 
in 1468 as our legend says but in 1324. this alice 

was also tried before the Bishop of Ossory, not in 
lancaster but in Kilkenny in ireland. she too was 
accused of being involved with a spirit called robin 
Artisson, to whom she sacrificed nine cockerels and 
nine peacocks in the highway. she was also charged 
with having swept the streets of Kilkenny between 
the hours of last prayers and twilight, sweeping all 
the dust and debris towards her son’s door while 
muttering “to the house of william my son hie all 
the wealth of Kilkenny town”. this alice too was 
found guilty and for penace her son had to re-roof 
st.Canice’s Cathedral in Kilkenny.
 the coincidences are too great to accept. it seems 
fair to conclude that Cragg took his story from the 
records of the Camden society, while relocating 
those events in Clapham to suit his publication – just 
another example of creative journalism, and another 
interesting titbit we have discovered in our search for 
Clapham’s story.
 as an afterthought i do wonder why the nine 
peacocks were left out of the Clapham version, they 
would have graced the millennium stone so well.

Ken Pearce   

CLAPHAM’S WITCH

Welcome Customers Old & New

Opening Times

 Monday to Wednesday  9.00 – 5.30
 Thursday & Friday 9.00 – 8.00
 Saturday 9.00 – 2.00

No appointment necessary

12 ChURCh sTReeT, seTTle
Telephone 01729 822888

Above & Below
A local company providing outdoor
activities in the area – rock climbing, 
caving, hill walking, gorge scrambling, 
abseiling and mountain bike guiding. 
Groups, families, individuals and 
training courses catered for – complete 
novices to advanced skills.

DUNCAN MORRISON
Greenstead, Newby, Clapham LA2 8HR

Tel. 01524 51011
email: info@aboveandbelow.org.uk
Web: www. aboveandbelow.org.uk

Member of AALA • ACI • AMI
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growing
with grace

ORGANIC FOOD SIMPLY MAKES SENSE
YOUR LOCAL ORGANIC ONE-STOP SHOP

FRESHLY GROWN OWN CROP VEG
All your basic fresh and packaged wholefood requirements:

milk, eggs, bread, cheese, butter, herbs/spices, condiments, nuts, pulses,  
jams and spreads, soya products, flour, cereals, grain, pasta, tinned fruit,  

cold drinks, tea and coffee and chocolate.

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS
Tel: 015242 51723

www.growingwithgrace.co.uk

growing
with grace

 Tramps Film Show
 Saturday, 10th May
 Clapham Village Hall

The next Clapham film will be the multi Award 
winning Film

 “LA  VIE EN ROSE” (the life in pink) (15)

starring marion Cotillard as  
edith piaf, “the little sparrow”

This 2007 film depicts the life of Edith Piaf who 
rose from the slums of  paris to the bright lights of 
New York where she achieved worldwide fame  and 
acclaim. her life was a constant battle to sing and 
survive, to live and to love. in the end “she  regrets 

nothing”.
Doors open at 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm 
with interval refreshments available

Declining Dippers
the number of dippers in the area is declining at 
an alarming rate. in the Upper lune area a team of 
volunteers has ringed about 300 dipper nestlings over 
the last five years and is anxious to know how far 
they have travelled from their original home. some 
have been sighted in the Bentham area but the team 
is interested to find out if they have reached the 
Clapham community.
 The birds concerned are identifiable by different 
coloured rings on particular legs which tell the team 
precisely when they were ringed.
 if anyone has a sighting of a Dipper please could 
they contact Chris Bell on 51610 with details of 
where they were seen and if possible what colour 
ring was on which leg.
 Chris Bell

The School 
ICT Suite

at last the studio in 
the school has been 
reopened, nine weeks 
after a major electrical 
fault. 
 Due to increased 
after-school activities, 
the school iCt suite 
will now be available 
for Community use on 
mondays from 6.00pm 
to 8.00pm.

Now registering patients

We can provide your routine denistry and we also offer:

Dental Implants, Cosmetic Dentistry,
Ortodontics, Sedation, Oral Surgery

and correction of Bite Problems

Telephone Joanna White 015242 64813
66 Main Street, High Bentham

Dental Practice



Castleberg Hospital to close!
it is important for all those people concerned about 
the impending closure of harden ward at Castleberg 
hospital to know and realise that the North Yorkshire 
and York primary Care trust (pCt) and its chief 
executive Dr. Janet Soo-Chung now fully intend to 
carry through their closure.
 From the beginning of april there will be no more 
patient admissions.
 such precipitous haste by the pCt is surely 
alarming and anybody concerned may wish to write 
to: Dr. Janet Soo-Chung, The Hamlet, Hornbean 
park, harrogate, North Yorkshire hG2 8re and 
David Curry mp, skipton and ripon Cinstituancy 
Office, 19 Otley Street, Skipton BD23 8RE
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A Family Business established for over 25 years

Tel. 015242 51705   Fax. 015242 51832

Bridge Road, Sutton-in-craven, Keighley, West yorkshire Bd20 7ES
dalesview, Old Road, clapham, north yorkshire LA2 8Jh

www.airevalleyglass.co.uk

l  Windows  l  doors  l  conservatories  l  Fascias & Bargeboards  
l  Replacement double glazed units  l  glass cut-to-Size  l  Repairs

cLAPhAM ShOWROOM nOW OPEnGlassAIRE VALLEY

Victim of the Storm
The old holly tree across from 
Arbutus House fell victim to the 
heavy rain and strong wind. It 
always had a lovely display of 
berries which were out of arms 
way due to the way the tree 
leaned over the beck. 
 We have tried to ascertain 
how old the tree was by 
counting the rings, but it has 
such a fine texture that no rings 
are visible. The trunk has been 
left in situ hoping that some 
new shoots will appear. The 
core of the tree was hollow and 
rotting.

Whist Drives
the Clapham whist group meet on Friday evenings 
in the Village hall. all money raised goes to chosen 
charities. we have just donated £100 each to the 
Blind, mcmillan Nurses and Greenfoot at settle. 
 the dates for future whist drives are
april 4th, 11th and 18th, may 2nd, 9th, 16th and  
30th, June 6th, 13th and 27th. All commencing at 
7.30pm, and everyone is welcome.

Clapham Weather
Clapham weather brought 3.6 inches (92.65mm) 
for march. it is just over 25 years since we last 
experienced an earth tremor, so this latest one on the 
27th February was about three years late.
 although we had several days with frost overnight, 
we had no frost in the daytime. the coldest mornings 
were the 18th to 20th February with minus 7.8° being 
the lowest of the three.



A crafters paradise at the

Sewing Centre, Settle
Stockists of thousands of products from 

knitting yarns and needles, haberdashery, 
card making, ribbons, buttons, embroidery 
and all sorts of craft making accessories!

With over 50 years of experience our staff  
are always on hand to give friendly help  

and advive (1956–2008).

There’s no better place for equipment, 
materials and inspiration than the  

Sewing Centre that does SEW much more.

Telephone 01729 822946
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HaRRiSON & CROSS LTd.
ELEcTRicAL & REFRigERATiOn EnginEERS

Our electrical retail shop is now open for:
Chest freezers, Upright freezers, larder fridges, 

washing machines, tumble dryers, Dish washers 
Cookers and microwaves.

We are NICEIC approved Electrical Contractors 
also Part P registered

we do partial or complete rewires, electrical checks 
on existing installations.

phone/Fax: 01729 823423
Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Settle

Free delivery up to 20 miles.

Ann Stewart
Dry Stone Walling
Tel/Fax: 015242 51118
e-mail: ann@eggshell2.demon.co.uk

2 Eggshell Lane, Clapham
via Lancaster, North Yorkshire LA2 8EP

Professional Member Dry Stone Walling Association

Bouncy
castle
Hire

Village Halls or  
Outside – Parties – Galas
All occasions catered for

Free local Delivery

Tel. 07970 215612
Based in Settle

Clapham School PTA
plant sales enclosed in this edition is an order form 
for plants, which has been a successful fundraising 
event for the past four years. the plants are of 
excellent quality and much praise has been received 
in the past.
 To place an order simply fill in the form and return 
to either Clapham Village store or by post to:
       lucy mcNamara
       lower moss Cottage, Keasden, 
       lancaster la2 8eU
posters of a variety of the plants for sale are displayed 
on the door at school and also in the Village store. 
this is a great idea to help you visualize how 
wonderful your garden can look this summer!
 Orders must be received by Friday, 18th april and 
the correct money to be enclosed with your order. 
please make cheques payable to Clapham school 
pta.
 the plants will be available for collection on 
Friday, 16th may at 3.30 pm from the school.
 thank you for your support
   Lucy McNamara
   Clapham Scool PTA Secretary

Family Fun Day
hope ’08 Fun Day for Families in ingleborough  
hall grounds on saturday, 10th may from 2.30 to 
5.30 pm. admission is free. 
 the event includes music by Kirkby lonsdale 
Brass Band, mini it’s a Knockout, craft activities, 
stories, puppets, bouncy castle and ball pool. 
 this is an ecumenical event hosted by local 
churches and chapels. 
 ingleborough hall and Clapham Church will be 
used if wet.
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Andrew Morphet
National Diploma in Horticulture

Landscape 
Gardener

General garden & commercial 
maintenance

Telephone (Ingleton) 42122 
Mobile 07870 659515

Beckside Yarns
& Needlecrafts

A Gallery full of fabulous yarns by Norro, 
Colinette, Debbie Bliss, Rowan, 
Brigantia, Lang, Louisa Harding, 
RYC, Gedifra and many more

help and advice always on hand 
Call 015242 51122

 Beckside Gallery
www.becksideyarns.com Church avenue, Clapham
info@becksideyarns.com North Yorkshire la2 8ea

Clapham  
Tennis Club

membership for the forth-
coming season will be:
  Family £35
  Adult £20
  Junior £10
Now is a good time to take 
advantage of Clapham’s only 
sports facility as the court 
has recently been relined 
and painted, and the net and 
chain-link surround has been 
replaced.
 For membership or further 
details contact Jim Fox at  
1 rosebank Cottages (51063).

JuStin MeRRy
quality interior and  
exterior decorating

AlSo tRADitionAl liMe MoRtAR 
pointinG AnD RepAiR

For estimate or quotation phone:
015242 62664 or 07976 357560

or email ribbledale@yahoo.co.uk

W Star Walk W
On the evening of Saturday, 10th May, Jayne and 
rachel Daniels will be taking part in the 2008 ‘star 
walk’ in Kendal raising funds for ‘Cancer Care’ – the 
local charity dedicated to the support of people with 
cancer, their families carers and those bereaved by 
cancer. they will be setting-off at midnight to walk 
the 15k (9.3 miles) and are looking for sponsors.
 if you would like to sponsor them please give them 
a ring on 51691 or call in at 8 Gildersbank, Clapham 
to sign a sponsor form.

Snooker Table
when the old snooker room closed, it was intended 
that the table, wherever it went, would be available 
for use by the people of the village. it has come to 
light that it is in the care of peter Fawcett of settle, 
and he can be contacted on 07946 459305 for possible 
use of the table.                   D. Kingsley

KNIT & KNATTER
monday dates for your diary:
  7th april; 21st april; 
  19th May; 9th June and 23rd June
all to be held at park View from 1.30 to 3.30pm
all welcome – telephone 51492

Septic tanks
Emptying & Maintenance

P J Richardson
Registered Waste Carrier No. NYK/642908

cLAPhAM, LAncASTER

Telephone 015242 51488
Mobile 07885 462 909
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Art Competition
A special competition for children up to the age of ten winner of the February competition is Rebecca 

Nelson age 9 a pupil of Clapham primary School. Rebecca won a giant tin of artist’s pencils.  
well done Rebecca!

simply colour or paint this picture and send it to lesley Crutchley, Gildersbank, Clapham
Competition closes on 4th may.  super prize for the winning entry. Good luck!

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  age . . . . . . .  tel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

of ingleton
We are a family-run independent shop 
Promoting: Recycled Goods, Fair Trade, 

Sustainable Living.
We also provide a showcase for artists and 

crafts people locally, nationally and 
internationally.

We look forwaed to welcoming you soon!

8 MAin STREET, ingLETOn LA6 3EB
Telephone: 01524 242626

Wenningdale 
Home Repairs

Here are some of the many home repair, maintenance 
and improvement jobs we have completed:
      F  Sanding and varnishing of wooden floors
      F Sash windows repaired and reglazed
      F Wallpapering and interior decorating
      F Exterior painting and paint stripping
      F Ceramic tiling
      F Gardening, and much more . . . .
Local, professional and very competitive

Mobile: 07854 596391
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On the buses
in their answers to the parish plan questionnaire, 
many people replied that they “don’t know” about 
the local bus service. this article aims to give 
information about the service with the hope that more 
local residents will consider using it.
 the service runs from ingleton to settle, and 
sometimes on to horton-in-ribblesdale, with calls at 
Newby lane end, Clapham village, Feizor lane end 
and Giggleswick en route. if you are going shopping 
or for an appointment in settle, for instance, you can 
leave the village at 9.09 and arrive in settle at 9.25.  
You then have a choice of returns at 10.10, 11.00 
or 12.40, arriving in Clapham in time for lunch.  if 
you are going to ingleton, the morning buses leave 
at 8.40 or 10.26 or 11.16 and you can return at 11.30 
or 14.00.  Or you can travel further afield. The 9.09 
bus, for instance, connects with buses to skipton and 
Clitheroe. if you work in settle or ingleton, it may 
also be possible to travel there by bus.
 Or why not use the bus for leisure pursuits? Using 
the 9.09 bus as an example again, this bus arrives 
in stainforth at 9.33 and at horton at 9.45. You can 
then walk back to Clapham by a variety of routes: 
through Feizor from stainforth or through Crummack 
Dale or even over ingleborough from horton; and 
similar possibilities are available by taking the bus 
to ingleton.
 Of course the car is convenient and the bus 
can seem expensive for a larger family (but it is 
absolutely free for those over 60 with a pass). But for 
individuals and small groups or for single journeys, 

it is very practical. with the increasing cost of fuel 
and concerns over climate change, we need to 
support alternative means of transport. who knows? 
if more people use the bus, the service could even be 
improved.  if fewer people use it, it may disappear.
simplified timetable:

ingleton 0900 1130 1400 1655 1835
Newby 0905 1135 1405 1700 1840
Clapham 0909 1139 1409 1704 1844
austwick 0912 1142 1412 1707 1847
settle 0925 1200 1430 1720 1900
horton 0945 1215 1445  N.S.

horton  0950  1220
settle 0825 1010 1100 1240 1730
austwick 0835 1023 1113 1253 1743
Clapham 0841 1026 1116 1256 1746
Newby 0845 1030 1118 1300 1750
ingleton 0850 1035 1125 1305* 1755
  N.S.

*  there are other buses available in the afternoon but they 
vary according to day of the week or whether schools are 
on holiday. Further information is available from tiCs and 
traveline.

N.s.  denotes not saturdays

Jim Hall
 

Pictured left: Marley Alexander Atkin son of James and Rachael was born 30th November, a little brother to Sonny Jay. 
Centre: hector marmaduke son of esther pugh was born at lancaster on 26th February. Right: poppy magdelene wren 
daughter of Josephine and Stephen Williams was born 26th March, a little sister to Joseph, Tallulah and Gabriel.

Welcome to three new readers 
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this Free Newsletter aims to keep everyone in 
Clapham, Keasden and Newby in touch with what 
is happening in our community. it does, however, 
cost a not insignificant amount to produce, and 
advertising is a very necessary aid to the finances. 
an advert costs as little as £3 per issue.

For advertising your products and services, 
please contact ray hull on 015242 51492

articles, News and ideas please! for the next 
issue by 25th May, 2008 to  

the Village shop, 
lesley Crutchley lesley@gildersbank.co.uk, 

Chrissie Bell Chrisharte@aol.com,
mike Cornwell: mike–corn@tiscali.co.uk, 

ray hull ray_rosie@btinternet.com.
articles submitted but not included in the present 

publication will be printed in future issues.

newsholme & Son
(established 1950)

Electrical Engineers
STATiOn ROAd, cLAPhAM

Write or phone 015242 51383
Domestic • Agricultural Installations • Security 
Lighting and Burglar Alarms • Fire Alarm 
Systems • Additional Electrical Circuits • 
Faults • Breakdowns • Cooker and Night 
Store

 heater repairs.
No call-out charges, No VAT, Free estimates

WILDLIFE IN CLAPHAM

 

three immature mute swans arrived at Clapham 
lake with the strong winds that we had during the 
second week of March. They were first reported to 
me by Jess Hart who saw them on the 13th March. 
they were still present at the time of writing this 
report. the last mute swans we had on the lake 
were a pair that spent the winter of 1997/98. the 
only other swans seen around the local area were 
six (presumably Mute’s) flying over Crina Bottom 
Farm seen by Brian Jackson several years ago and 
one Mute Swan flew over Ingleborough Hall on the 
16th February, 2004.
 Our breeding waders have started arriving back 
to the local area. The first Lapwings to come back 
was a flock of 41 seen near Clapham on 1st February. 
most of the lapwings seen around the local area are 
flocks moving north or over to the Continent. Only 
a very few stay to breed.
 the first Oystercatcher and the first Curlews 
were both seen on the 24th February, nearly two 
weeks earlier than last year. the Oystercatcher was 
by Clapham Beck near the sewage works and two 
Curlews flew over Newby Moor and Hardacre Moss.  
The first Redshank was at Meldingscale Farm on 24th 
February. 
 During march we had some very strong winds 
and the cold spell over the easter week and that put 
a stop to any birds trying to migrate inland, by the 
third week of march there were about 18 Curlews, 
10 Oystercatchers and 6 redshanks around the local 
area. 
 A flock of twelve Golden plovers were seen at 
Crina Bottom Farm and eighteen Golden plovers 
flew north over Newby Moor on 23rd March
 The first Skylark of the year flew over Crina 
Bottom Farm on the 9th February and after that 
small flocks of Skylarks were seen or heard calling as 
they migrated back to their breeding grounds during 

February and March. The first singing Skylark was 
seen at hardacre moss on the 2nd march.
 meadow pipits started arriving back to the local 
area after the 15th February.
 two adult mediterranean gulls were seen with 
a large flock of Black Headed and Common gulls 
near lawsings Farm on 1st march. they were seen a 
couple of times during the week, they are presumably 
one of the pairs that breed at stocks reservoir.
 song thrushes were back on territory around 
the local area from the 15th February and two pairs 
of Great spotted woodpeckers have set up territory 
at ingleborough hall with the males drumming 
regularly.
 One pair of ravens is breeding for the third year 
running in the local area and they had at least one 
young in the nest by the 17th march.

Tim Hutchinson
Smithy cottage

Mute swan



SPEED FUEL OILS

TEL. 015242 42048
ThORnTOn STATiOn yARd, ingLETOn   FAx: 015242 42445

Competitive local  
supplier of:
derv, gas, Oil, 
Kerosene & Petrol

Authorised distributor for
FUChS LuBRicAnT SPEciALiSTS

Tank Replacement Service available
dOMESTiC • aGRiCULTURaL • iNdUSTRiaL 

– HELPING HANDS –
If you don’t need weekly help but require help  
with one-off jobs, I could be the person you are 
looking for.

From taking-down curtains, preparing for a guest, 
waiting for an important delivery, preparing for  
the arrival of workmen and helping get back to  
normal when they have gone, help while you  
recuperate from an illness, sorting out that over-
flowing cupboard. Help moving-in or moving-out.

Contact Cherry Flitcroft
07969 984182
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Bentham Physiotherapy clinic
For Fast, Effective Physiotherapy

Marie colyer McSP
Chartered Physiotherapist

registered with health Professions council

Phone: (015242) 62216

Mount Pleasant
high Bentham

established since 1998
BuPA and PPP registered PHYSIOfirst

Brookhouse
à la carte menu

Saturday night 6–8pm
Sample of the menu:

Starters: 
Goat’s Cheese wrapped in parma ham

soup of the Day
Creamy Garlic mushrooms

Breaded prawns with Chilli dip
Main Courses:

10oz rib steak
8oz sirloin steak
Chicken Breast

the above 3 dishes served with either Tarragon & 
Mushroom, Chasseur or Peppercorn Sauce

lamb shank
half roast Duck

served with fresh vegetables 
Meat supplied by local award-winning butcher 

Booking advisable – bring your own wine

STATION ROAD, CLApHAM
Telephone 015242 51580

www.brookhouseclapham.co.uk

Your local supplier 
of TVs, Audios and 

Domestic Appliances

  •  SALES
        •  RENTALS
            •  SERVICE

21 main street, Bentham 
Tel. 015242 61259

ingleton industrial estate 
Tel. 015242 41224

email: info@toobys.com

andrew Wildman
Painter & Decorator

Interior • Exterior
Domestic • Commercial

Free Estimates

telephone:
Home 01729 822153
Mobile 07977 922901

remember to look for the logo. See www.paintingdecoratingassociation.co.uk

Settle
Chimney Sweep 
Services

4 Craven Terrace
Settle BD24 9DB

Tel. 01729 823683
Mobile. 07815 285321

Supplier of pots, cowls & bird nets


