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CLAPHAM CUM NEWBY PARISH COUNCIL
Report of Meeting held 13th May, 2008

the annual meeting of the Council was held on 
tuesday, 13 may, 2008. Cllr Colin price was elected 
Chairman and Cllr eileen plumridge, Vice-Chairman. 
Following his election, Cllr price paid tribute to Cllr 
plumridge for all her work as Chairman and thanked 
the Council for the confidence placed in him by 
electing him Chairman for the next 12 months.
  the annual meeting was followed by an ordinary 
meeting and the following matters were discussed:

Highways – the Council was pleased to note that 
the ‘no waiting’ signs were at last in place on the 
verges near the a65. several highways defects were 
identified for action and will be reported to the 
highways authority.

Finance – the audit process is underway and the 
annual return for 2008 has been submitted to the 
external auditor.

Caravan repair facility at Newby – the Council had 
received reports that vehicles were being parked on 
the highway in contravention of planning approval. a 
representative of the firm was present at the meeting 
and explained the problems. the Council decided 
to write to the company requesting that planning 
conditions be respected.

Flying Horseshoe development – word had been 
recieved that work had come to a full stop and the site 
was in a dangerous, unsafe and unsightly condition. 
the Council decided to seek clarification from 
the company concerned and from Craven District 
Council.

The Old Manor House – reports of rowdyism 
continue to be received. the proprietor was present 
and described the nature of her business.the Council 
decided to seek confirmation of conditions affecting 
the site from the relevant authorities.

Castlebergh Hospital – the Council decided to 
support efforts to keep the hospital open.

The Parish Plan is proceeding apace, with a number 
of volunteers giving freely of their time. an update of 
their activities was received at the meeting together 
with a Draft action plan on which householders are 
being invited to comment. two public meetings are to 
be held in Clapham Village hall on saturday, 14 June 
2008 at 11.00am and 2.00pm.

Finally, the Council was pleased to learn that 
volunteers had tidied-up the approach to Newby and 
it was decided that a suitable letter of appreciation 
be sent.

Date of Next Meeting – tuesday, 15 July, 2008 at 
7.30pm in Clapham Village hall. all welcome.

Church Teas
 saint James’ Church has been open for the 
two Bank holiday mondays in may, serving 
teas, coffees and home baking to visitors and local 
alike. the weather on both occasions has been 
very kind and people obviously enjoyed sitting 
out in the sunshine in this perfect spot (even if 
the tableclothes had to be sellotaped down on the 
second monday to offset the wind). 
 a total of £618 was raised – half to go to the 
Church’s running costs and half to the tower 
appeal. many thanks go to all who helped in 
any way!                  SM

CHrisTiaN aiD – the appeal this year raised the 
wonderful sum of £854.81, this amount comes from 
the envelope donations and collections at school and 
the tea table at ingleborough hall.
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offer a discount to Friends 
and Relations of locals

See Jackie or David for details
RiveRside, Clapham

Tel: 015242 51240

Your local D.I.Y. Store

Station Road, Settle
Bd24 9aa

telephone 01729 823002

Thomas Redhead
Clapham’s Solid Fuel & LPG gas supplier

supports British coal
Six grades & sizes of coal

from £5.00 per 50kg bag – including V.A.T.
20 different smokeless fuels

from £6.00 per 50kg bag – including V.A.T.
Bottled gas delivered to your door

QuAliTy, reliABiliTy & choice
Top-up service available

015242 41626 or 41212

Looking Well Studios
have

Attractive, Warm Workspaces & Workshop
To Let

central Bentham
hourly, daily or monthly rates
Fully serviced with Broadband

Suitable for Wide range of uses including
creative businesses, training, meetings,

hot desking & messy arts activities
Good value, friendly location

Tel: 015242 62672
Email: office@pioneerprojects org.uk
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Ashfield 
d.i.Y. Centre

aUCTiONEErs, EsTaTE aGENTs, 
sUrVEYOrs & VaLUErs

3 High street, settle BD24 9EX
Tel: 01729 825252

www.graveson.uk.com

E S T A T E  A g E n c y
gRAVESOn

Advice and information for 
older people and their carers
CHEaPsiDE, sETTLE BD24 9Ew

 Tel: 01729 823066
 01729 825669

registered Charity number: 700054

NOrTH CraVEN

WiThERSpOOn’S 
EmpORium

The Old manor house
church Avenue, clapham

Bunkhouse now open
Shop winter opening hours:

Wed, Thurs and Friday noon to 5.15pm
Saturdays and Sundays 10.00am to 5.30pm

015242 51144 or 07768 277730

WhEiLdOn’S
plumbing & heating

established 1972

l Boiler installation & Maintenance
l Gas, oil & lpg
l Solar Panels
l  Underfloor Heating
l Bespoke Bathrooms

Bentham 015242 62330
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Brenda pearce’s parents met on the Great Orme 
near llandudno and their subsequent courtship and 
marriage led to the birth of Brenda in walthamstow 
in 1936.  Her father was a fireman and so when war 
came he was out on duty seven nights a week.  Back 
at home Brenda and her mum spent every night at 
the bottom of the garden in an anderson shelter 
they shared with neighbours. Brenda slept in a large 
drawer with the little boy next door.  One night all 
their windows were blown out so it was decided that 
Brenda and mum would be safer staying with her 
grandparents in loughborough.  her father had to 
remain in london but as soon as he was on his own 
their house was requisitioned and given to a homeless 
family.  they did not get it back until 1960.  Father 
was transferred to loughborough where the family 
lived for many years.  Brenda won a scholarship to 
the Girls’ high school from which she should have 
gone to university but the school was shamefully 
unaware of its responsibility to develop girls’ careers 
so she left school and found a job.
 Ken was born in 1937 in Bingley where his father 
was the Borough librarian. the family moved to 
loughborough in 1942 where Ken started school.  
he remembers the compulsory sleep in the afternoon 
in the school hall where all the identical camp beds 
had names on but he could only identify his by the 
cherries on the frame because he could not read. he 
also recalls a tall attractive girl with plaits named 
Brenda Coleman who was in his class. he went on 
to loughborough Boys’ Grammar school where one 
day he collapsed and fell off a lab stool. he came 
round at home and was diagnosed as suffering from 
osteomyelitis.  the prognosis was dubious at best but 
after surgery he was offered a new drug and spent 
six months in hospital.  he was banned from contact 
sports and was unable to do National service when 
his time came.  he attended loughborough College 
where he developed his craft skills and his interest 
in outdoor pursuits.
 One day whilst he was still at school he bumped 
into Brenda outside the essoldo cinema. they 
recalled their primary school days together and made 
sure they bumped into each other again.
 the friendship blossomed and on one occasion 
they were walking down the street holding hands 
when they were spotted by a teacher.  as a punishment 
for the grave offence of showing interest in the 
opposite sex Ken was made to walk down an avenue 
of elm trees and take his cap off to each one. Not 
surprisingly, this absurd attempt at humiliation failed 

Village  People – The upside down world of the Pearces
to deter him and after some years of dancing, walking 
and partying together they married in 1959. 
 Ken’s first teaching post was in Shropshire but 
his most exciting job came when he was appointed 
as the first warden of an outdoor pursuits and field 
centre at Arthog, near Barmouth. At first there was no 
accommodation for the warden and his family so they 
lived in a 12 foot caravan and had to do their washing 
outside on a table. One night their baby woke up for 
his feed and Brenda was desperate to ensure that his 
crying did not disturb the sleep of their other small 
son. she passed the baby to Ken in the blackness and 
tried to find a match to light the gas mantle. As the 
gas gave out its first flickering light she returned to 
bed only to discover that Ken was devotedly cuddling 
the baby upside down. the baby survived Ken’s care 
and eventually they had a third son who spent his 
childhood the right way up.
 later Ken taught in an approved school in 
shropshire which proved to be extremely challenging 
because the boys could be violent. the compensation 
was seeing their progress and discovering that some 
of them were delightful in private. eventually they 
moved to Doncaster where Ken had two further jobs 
in education before taking early retirement. 
 Brenda, at the age of 57, finally achieved her 
ambition and went to Sheffield Hallam University 
where she studied english and history. the most 
exciting thing they did together was to sail around  
the world on a cargo ship and some of you will 
remember the fascinating talk they gave about it a 
year or two ago.
 It took them a year to sell their house and find 
somewhere in the Dales and they wisely decided that 
Clapham is as good as it gets. some people move to 
villages because they like the house and the setting 
but have no intention of involving themselves in 
village life. Nobody could accuse the pearces of 
that. if you attend any function in the village hall 
you can be sure that they will be there. their list of 
activities includes bell ringing, the reading group, 
sequence dancing, scottish country dancing, the 
history project, beck clearing and conservation, the 
w.e.a., the Development association, the North 
Craven heritage trust, the Yorkshire Dales society, 
age Concern and Neighbourhood watch. there are 
many people who would be exhausted by merely 
reading the list but Ken and Brenda enjoy life to the 
full and have made an invaluable contribution to our 
village.

Stuart Marshall
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L. PRESTON & SONS
Proprietor: iAN PreSToN

TOWn hEAd gARAgE
AuSTWicK

Telephone 015242 51391

New & Used Car Sales 
M.O.T. Testing & Repairs

Coffee Morning  for the 
Air Ambulance

Clapham held a coffee morning on saturday, 10th 
may raising funds for the air ambulance. everyone 
had worked enthusiastically for this cause. the event 
was well signed throughout the village on large 
boards kindly made by ernest Coultherd.
 an appetising smell of bacon came from the 
kitchen where marilyn was making her now-famous 
bacon butties, tea, coffee, scones and cakes were also 
on offer throughout the morning.
 A huge raffle greeted people as they arrived, and 
a stall of cakes and of greetings cards and a tombola 
all did a roaring trade through the morning – resulting 
in the splendid total of £500. this was due to the 
readiness of everyone to give prizes, cakes and 
their time to the project – not to mention coming 
to buy – and a big ‘thank you’ is due to everybody 
who contributed to this total which far exceeded our 
expectations.
 we have received a ‘thank you’ letter from the 
staff of the air ambulance for the money which they 
need so much.

Valerie Potter

of ingleton
We are a family-run independent shop 
Promoting: Recycled Goods, Fair Trade, 

Sustainable Living.
We also provide a showcase for artists and 

crafts people locally, nationally and 
internationally.

We look forwaed to welcoming you soon!

8 mAin STREET, ingLETOn LA6 3EB
Telephone: 01524 242626

Wenningdale 
Home Repairs

Here are some of the many home repair, maintenance 
and improvement jobs we have completed:
      F  Sanding and varnishing of wooden floors
      F Sash windows repaired and reglazed
      F Wallpapering and interior decorating
      F Exterior painting and paint stripping
      F Ceramic tiling
      F Gardening, and much more . . . .
Local, professional and very competitive

Mobile: 07854 596391

     

  

the wedding took place on sunday, 25th may at the 
beautifully decorated Church of st. James, Clapham 
of Charlotte youngest daughter of David and Jeanne 
parry of Bark head, lawkland and Frank houlder 
of Bolton, lancashire.
 Despite being a blustery day the sun shone and 
the occasion was enjoyed by all.
 Following the service the wedding breakfast was 
held at eaves hall, Clitheroe.
 David and Jeanne wish to thank all the many 
Clapham people who have helped us in so many 
ways.

D & J
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d Shrubs d Perennials 
d Alpines d Fruit Trees
d heathers d hanging Baskets/
d Bedding Plants   Planters
d Fuchsias d Decorative Pots
d clematis d compost and
d climbers     Garden Sundries

Westhouse Nursery

open 9am to 5pm – 6 days a week. closed Tuesday
All major credit cards accepted

On site parking
on A65 between ingleton and Kirkby lonsdale 

– look out for Blue and yellow signs

Telephone 015242 41878/42652

in the autumn of last year, a group of us went to the 
Village hall to listen to a trio of muslim men from 
Blackburn talking about islam and answering our 
questions. this was thanks to sue Cowgill who had 
been a tutor to one of these men and had asked them 
to come to Clapham. we all enjoyed their talk and 
when one of them enquired if we would like to visit 
their mosque sometime, we agreed enthusiastically.
 accordingly on sunday, 18th may, a group of nine 
of us, driven by sue in Bentham’s little red bus, set 
off to Blackburn. we were given a warm welcome 
and taken up to the mosque’s gallery from where we 
could see the men and boy’s assembling for prayers. 
after watching the iman leading the prayers and the 
worshippers dispersing, we were taken down to the 
body of the mosque where one of our guides gave us 
an example of arabic intoning from the Qur’an.
 then we were told that he was reciting the 
Qur’an’s account of the angel Gabriel’s annunciation 
to the Virgin mary and of the birth of Jesus.

VISIT TO A BLACkBURN MOSqUE

 Following that, we had a very clear explanation 
of the main tenets of islam and had a chance to ask 
questions. there were many and showed the genuine 
interest of the audience. all were answered patiently 
and clearly.
 after being shown photographs of mosques 
around the world – many of them breathtakingly 
beautiful – we were given a splendid tea before 
being waved off on our bus. altogether a fascinating 
and rewarding visit, which left us delighted with the 
kindness and warmth of our hosts.
 Valerie Potter

Pictured above are the group who visited the Blackburn Mosque, and below is a section of the ornate ceiling.



in case you are not aware, saint theresa of lisieux 
(1873-1897) is known as the saint of the little ways, 
meaning she believed in doing the little things in life 
well and with great love. she is often represented 
by roses. the daughter of a watchmaker, she was 
brought up in an atmosphere of traditional piety and 
separation from the world. theresa went to school 
with Benedictine nuns till, at the age of 15, she 
followed her sisters and became a Carmelite nun at 
lisieux.
 prayer surrounded her short life and work, and this 
is St. Theresa’s prayer which I hope you will find an 
encouragement.

May today there be peace within.
May you trust God that you are exactly where you 

are sent to be.
May you not forget the infinite possibilities that you 

are born of faith.
May you use those gifts that you have received,
And pass on the love that has been given to you.
May you be confident knowing you are a child of 

God. Let his presence settle into your bones, and 
allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise 
and love.

It is there for each and every one of us.

    Your friend and Vicar
          Ian

sPECiaL sErViCEs.

July 6th   11.00am. launch of the tower project 
lead by the Vicar and special blessing by Bishop 
David Young, followed by exhibition and light 
refreshments. the Vicar will abseil down the Church 
tower.

July 15th   Quiet day at eldroth Church 10.00am 
to 2.30pm.  lead by rt. rev. rupert hoare.  picnic 
lunch.

July 17th 2.30pm. Clapham school leavers 
service. all welcome.

July 20th 4.30pm. Joint service with the caravanners 
in the field on Station Road, Clapham.

august 3rd Open air Communion service and 
ingleborough hall for all churches 11.00am.Bring a 
picnic – hot drinks will be provided.

EVENTs
June 7th an invitation to a Cheese and wine 
evening at westavon, home of Owen & Vesta 
walton.
June 14th parish walk.  meet at Clapham Church. 
at 9.30am. lead by Jim hall. the walk will take 
about 3 hours.
JUNE 28th poetry & prose.  Come and join us 
at the Village hall on saturday, 28 June at 7.30pm.  
Choose a favourite piece of poetry or prose to read 
or have read for you, or just come to listen.  tickets 
£6 including supper available from Jim hall, liz 
mason or Colin Brindle, or ring 51232 to reserve. 
please bring your own drinks and glasses.
July 5th eldroth Church Cream teas.  2 – 4pm.
July 15th Village collection ( Clapham &  Newby) 
of goods for the white elephant stall at the street 
market, 6.30pm at the barn.  please no clothes, food 
or t.Vs.  For special collection please phone sue 
mann 51792 or leave on her doorstep.  
Gifts of jam and cakes please to Valerie and liz nearer 
market day which is saturday, July 26th.
street Market supper will be provided by party 
animals afterwards at 7pm. in the Village hall.  £10.
please bring your own drinks and glasses. tickets 
from sue mann or elga Balmford.
July 27th the ever popular songs for a summer 
evening at eldroth Church at 7pm.  tickets, including 
refreshments available from Barbara harrison. early 
booking is advisable.
July 30th & 31st summer holiday Club for  all 
children at ingleborough hall. 1.30 – 4.30pm.  any 
age welcome.
Future Event  august 13th – 17th at ingleborough 
hall.  Football coaching for children 7 – 14.  Fees £40  
For details please phone Bethel Chapel members.   

CHUrCH NEws
The Vicar writes . . . .

The Saint of the Little Ways

Rogation and Pet Family Service
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Peter allen
FLOOR COVERINGS

    l Quality Pine & oak Furniture
    l Beds and Mattresses, rugs
    l curtain Poles and Tracking
uniT 2, SOWARTh FiELd induSTRiAL 

ESTATE, SETTLE
Telephone 01729 825122

open Mon – Fri 10am to 4pm. Sat. 10am to 1pm
closed Wednesdays

Settle Bathroom 
& Tile Centre

l Bathroom Suites/Shower 
enclosures/Accessories

l Tiles for Bathrooms and Kitchens – 
including stone, porcelain, mosaic, 
ceramic and glass

l Full design and fitting service
l Gas and oil boilers serviced
l heating installations
l Power flushing of heating systems

(Corgi registered  –  OFTEC registered)

opening hours:
Monday – Friday 9.00 – 4.00pm

Saturday 10.00am – 1.00pm

uniT 14
SOWARTh induSTRiAL ESTATE, 

SETTLE

Tel. 01729 824853 
Fax. 01729 825969

“The Three Peakers”
On saturday, 17 may, 2008, me and a brilliant group 
of friends walked the three peaks, a circular route 
of 26 miles, taking in pen-y-ghent, whernside and 
ingleborough – a total ascent of 5279 feet. everyone 
completed the walk within the stipulated 12 hours. 
One girl even managed to run it in 5 hours, returning 
to the base of ingleborough to walk with the rest of 
us (a mere  2370 feet and an extra 8 miles on top of 
her run!) Not a man, woman, child (the youngest 
participant was 10 – well done, Jack!) or dog was 
left without sore knees or feet but our cause spurred 
us on when the going got tough.
 all the money we have raised thus far will go 
towards research and providing vital support for 
mND patients and their families. the care the 
association gives is second to none.
 if you have sponsored me – thank you very much 
if you haven’t and would like to, please let me know.  
we hope to present the proceeds by the end of June.   
 many thanks for your support.

Sue Latimer – 51360
about the charity:
the motor Neudrome Disease association provides 
care and support to people with motor Neurone Disease 
and to those who care for them. it speaks on their 
behalf, demanding the best possible standards of care, 
and promotes and funds scientific research into the 
causes, treatments and potential cures for the disease.  
Charity registration No 294354

Clapham Cave Rescue
Listed below are a few of the recent incidents that 
have occurred in this area:

sunday, May 4th a male, long-distance walker 
aged 61 was reported four hours overdue and was 
found sheltering on the summit of ingleborough 
having failed to find his way off in the dark. He was 
airlifted down to Clapham, tired but otherwise ok.
 On this day Brian Boardman assisted with the 
above call-out, 50 years to the day from his first 
rescue. a celebration of Brian’s achievement was 
interrupted by this rescue. well done Brian! 

sunday, May 11th a group of four walkers got 
caught by a very intense local thunderstorm on 
ingleborough and called for assistance. Due to hot 
day they had turned out without waterproofs and 
only had a picnic blanket to shelter them from the 
hail and torrential rain. they were safely escorted 
down by the CrO.

sunday, May 18th again on ingleborough a 
woman of 55 descending off the summit fell badly, 
hurting her face, but with assistance her husband, had 
managed to get to Gaping Gill when the CrO arrived 
and escorted her down to Clapham

Blood Donors
the National Blood service are always after  
more donors, if you would like to contribute your 
blood, the next session is on sunday, 29th June at 
ingleborough Centre from 10am to 12.30pm and 
2.30 to 4.00pm.





8

LAdiES & 
gEnTS

clothing and 
Accessories

dresses F Tops F T-Shirts
Jeans F Trousers

Jewellery F Bags etc.
and Dry Cleaning Agency

mAin STREET, high BEnThAm

Congratulations to Manny and Nesta Jackson, pictured above, who celebrate their 65th wedding anniversary in June. 
They were married on 26th June, 1943, they have two children Marion and russell and two grandchildren.

Caring Clapham
• Air Ambulance
 • CofE Children’s Society
  • Save the Children
   • Children from Belarus
    • Cancer Care
and now . . . yet another example 
of Clapham Caring . . . after 
two recent heart attacks we 
have received 93 cards as well 
as flowers, food etc, etc . . . that 
is “caring”.
 John and i are overwhelmed 
at the kindness we have received 
from this very special village 
which, of course, includes 
Newby.         

JF

Beckside Yarns
& Needlecrafts

A Gallery full of fabulous yarns by Norro, 
Colinette, Debbie Bliss, Rowan, 
Brigantia, Lang, Louisa Harding, 
RYC, Gedifra and many more

help and advice always on hand 
Call 015242 51122

 Beckside Gallery
www.becksideyarns.com Church avenue, Clapham
info@becksideyarns.com North Yorkshire la2 8ea

TIDY NEWBY
i am sure most people who live in Newby must 
have noticed that the approach to the village has got 
a great new look. It is nearly fifty years since it has  
looked so tidy, and the little stream can now be seen 
again.  
 this is all down to a lot of hard work done by John, 
Joe and Gary staveley, also peter and Francis clearing  
rubbish, and there may have been others helping.  
a great big thank you to you all, it is much 
appreciated. 

Wyn Coultherd
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BOWLAND FELLS HEATING and SON
Domestic Servicing and Maintenance of

oil FiRed BoileRS and CooKeRS
(AGA/Raeburn etc.)

telephone Guy downing on 015242 41833 or Mobile 07780 708589

9 neW Road, inGleton la6 3Hl

Joinery contractor & manufacturer
open to Trade and Public for all your timber needs

Specialists in decking, Fencing, garden 
Furniture, Playground equipment, etc.

Firewood now on sale – ideal for 
woodburners and open fires.

Free quotations and site visit
unit 3, Sowarth industrial Estate, Settle

Tel: 0729 825559
open Mon-Fri 8 am to 5 pm Sat 8.30 to 1 pm

cuTTing 

SERVicE

GoCars
Pay-as-you-go scheme

You may have noticed a modest rover saloon in 
and around the area being driven by different locals 
and read or heard about ‘Car Clubs’. the rover is 
not a private car share but the local GoCars Club 
vehicle available to anyone resident in or visiting 
Clapham, Bentham and Burton.
 membership of GoCars is free and open to 
people over 21 with a full driving licence. Once 
you have joined the scheme (see below) you can 
book to use the vehicle, it can be brought to you 
and you pay for your use per hour and mile. there 
are no ‘hidden’ costs. 
 so, if you are considering whether you want the 
increasing costs of maintaining your own vehicle, 
need occasional access to another vehicle and/
or have visitors who would rather not drive to get 
here but like to make trips out by car, why not 
join?
 to join GoCars: phone anne on 62753 or email 
anne@benthamct.co.uk.
 To find out more about how the club works 
locally: phone sue on 51343.

Starwalk in kendal

rachel  and Jayne Daniels have raised £187 to date 
for Cancer Care after they recently completed the 
starwalk in Kendal. the event began at midnight 
and almost 1000 women set off on the 15km course 
through Kendal and the surrounding area. this is the 
second time they have taken part in the walk but the 
weather was much kinder this year. Jayne and rachel 
would like to thank all the people in the village who 
kindly sponsored them and terry for collecting the 
sponsors at the shop.

Street Market
the Newsletter Group will be having their usual stall at 
the street market selling used videos, CDs and DVDs. 
if you have any that you want to donate, they can be left 
with any member of the committee.
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Welcome Customers Old & New

Opening Times

 Monday to Wednesday  9.00 – 5.30
 Thursday & Friday 9.00 – 8.00
 Saturday 9.00 – 2.00

No appointment necessary

12 ChURCh sTReeT, seTTle
Telephone 01729 822888

Above & Below
A local company providing outdoor
activities in the area – rock climbing, 
caving, hill walking, gorge scrambling, 
abseiling and mountain bike guiding. 
Groups, families, individuals and 
training courses catered for – complete 
novices to advanced skills.

DUNCAN MORRISON
Greenstead, Newby, Clapham LA2 8HR

Tel. 01524 51011
email: info@aboveandbelow.org.uk
Web: www. aboveandbelow.org.uk

Member of AALA • ACI • AMI

FOrEsT OF BOwLaND FEsTiVaL
this popular Festival will be taking place during 
the first two weeks of June this year, and we will be 
running some events to celebrate the Festival themes 
of landscape, wildlife and heritage:

shooting to Printing: wednesday, 4th June, 10–4:  
led by professional photographer, Jon Brook, you 
will spend the morning taking digital photographs 
in the beautiful countryside that we have around 
Bentham, be revived by a home-cooked lunch, 
followed by an afternoon session learning how to 
get the best from your digital images.  

Discover Historical Bentham: thursday, 5th June, 
7–9pm: Join in this guided walk (about one mile) 
in the company of a knowledgeable local historian, 
David Johnson. You might be surprised by the 
interesting history hidden within Bentham’s streets!  
meet at looking well just before 7pm.  there is also a 
Clapham heritage walk on saturday, 7th June, 2–4pm, 
which will be a 3½ mile walk around Clapham led by 
a member of Clapham history Group. meet at Npa 
car park just before 2pm.  

stone Carving: saturday, 14th June, 10–12.45 or 
1.15–4pm: have you ever wanted to have a go at 
stone carving? well, here is your chance to try out this 
engrossing and satisfying craft!  During the morning 
or the afternoon, you will have the opportunity to 
learn some basic techniques alongside expert stone 
carver, steve Bentley, and take a piece of work home 
with you.  

 please contact us on 015242 62672 if you would 
like to book a place on any of our activities, or email 
janice@pioneerprojects.org.uk.

OPEN DaY
You are warmly invited to looking well’s Open Day 
on saturday, 7th June from 10am to 4pm.  there will 

Top National Award for 
Growing with Grace

Growing with Grace won the Best small shop prize at the 
soil  association annual awards last month after a mystery 
customer from the soil association visited the shop. the 
award was presented at a ceremony in london in may.  the 
shop is always well stocked with fresh, organic, locally 
produced and fair trade goods and serves a wide ranging 
rural population. the company’s box scheme delivers to 
about 200 households.
 in addition to this the business also runs a scheme 
which processes the communities green waste into 
compost.
 Neil marshall said on winning the award “because we 
are a rural shop we don’t have a whole town to draw on 
for our customers which is a disadvantage.  winning an 
award like this is a big deal for us, just the boost we need 
at this time of the year. 

be stalls, displays, an art exhibition, refreshments, 
cakes, and have-a-go fun for all the family. Just drop 
in throughout the day. You will be able to make a kite 
under the guidance of an experienced kite-maker 
during the morning, try your hand at painting a piece 
of pottery, or have your portrait sketched. we will also 
be serving wholesome home-made soup for lunch.   
 we look forward to seeing you there!

NEWS fROM LOOkING WELL
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growing
with grace

ORGANIC FOOD SIMPLY MAKES SENSE
YOUR LOCAL ORGANIC ONE-STOP SHOP

FRESHLY GROWN OWN CROP VEG
All your basic fresh and packaged wholefood requirements:

milk, eggs, bread, cheese, butter, herbs/spices, condiments, nuts, pulses,  
jams and spreads, soya products, flour, cereals, grain, pasta, tinned fruit,  

cold drinks, tea and coffee and chocolate.

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS
Tel: 015242 51723

www.growingwithgrace.co.uk

growing
with grace

Now registering patients

We can provide your routine denistry and we also offer:

Dental Implants, Cosmetic Dentistry,
Ortodontics, Sedation, Oral Surgery

and correction of Bite Problems

Telephone Joanna White 015242 64813
66 Main Street, High Bentham

Dental Practice

Clapham park association held their aGm on 
monday, 19th may, 2008. we were very pleased 
to welcome eddie leggett and Jill Buckler as new 
members of the association and plans are moving 
ahead to improve our park. in the past the park 
association has received some negative comments 
regarding the lack of progress being made, but the 
project to improve the park is a large one and will 
require careful planning and a lot of input and effort 
from the local community. membership of the park 
association is available to anyone in the parish aged 
13 or over, so we would like to encourage everyone 
to join. it is your park, for you to enjoy whatever 
your age, and we would particularly like to hear from 
adults on features they would like to see.
 with this in mind, we are keen to receive design 
ideas from both young and old members of the 
parish regarding the future enhancements of the park, 
especially the play area. we are launching a design 
competition for the children of the parish. this has 

CLAPHAM PARk ASSOCIATION
already been circulated through Clapham primary 
school. there are also details of the competition 
within this newsletter to enable older school children 
of the parish to enter. we would also welcome ideas 
from adults and blank layouts of the park will be 
available from Clapham Village store for you to 
sketch ideas. alternatively please feel free to submit 
any written proposals, sketches, photographs or even 
flower bed layouts and water features. We welcome 
everything from full park designs, down to individual 
features or just general thoughts.
 we feel it is important to keep in mind the 
Clapham surroundings when redesigning the park 
and are keen to use eco friendly, natural and recycled 
materials for park features. all designs or ideas are 
being collated by terry at Clapham Village store. a 
timescale has been drafted and the deadlines for ideas 
for the designing of the park are as follows:
 Children by the end of august 2008, and adults 
(members and parents) by end of september 2008 
and specialist ideas as soon as possible. 
 we also propose to apply for Grant funding for 
each piece of equipment. this is a long term proposal 
and we aim to begin work on the park by spring 2009 
and be completed by end of 2012.
 i think we all agree we need to move the park 
forward, but we need your ideas, enthusiasm and 
involvement if we are to see this project come to 
fruition.

Winner of Soil Association 
Best Small Organic Shop 

2008

Whist Drives
the Clapham whist 
group meet on Fridays 
in the Village hall at 
7.30pm.
Future dates are:
 June 6, 13, and 27
 July 4, 11 and 25
 aug. 1, 8, 22 and 29
all proceeds go to local 
charities.

Thanks
the Newsletter committee would like to thank 

Clapham Development association for a donation 
of £300 towards a new computer.
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A Family Business established for over 25 years

Tel. 015242 51705   fax. 015242 51832

Bridge Road, Sutton-in-craven, Keighley, West yorkshire Bd20 7ES
dalesview, Old Road, clapham, north yorkshire LA2 8Jh

www.airevalleyglass.co.uk

l  Windows  l  doors  l  conservatories  l  Fascias & Bargeboards  
l  Replacement double glazed units  l  glass cut-to-Size  l  Repairs

cLAphAm ShOWROOm nOW OpEnGlassairE VaLLEY

Our parish plan started in the summer of 2007 with a 
series of open days at which residents were invited to 
raise issues of concern and voice their views. Display 
boards were used to mount an exhibition of photos 
taken by children at Clapham primary school which 
illustrated what they did and did not like about living 
here. the displays proved an extremely effective 
way of provoking comment and raising issues at the 
open days.
 in February 2008 a questionnaire was distributed 
to every household in the parish. the questionnaire 
was completely anonymous and encouraged every 
member of the household to have their say. the 
questionnaire was based on issues raised at the 
open days and topics covered included services and 
the environment, employment and training, home 
and housing, transport and roads. additionally 
youth questionnaires were delivered to all young 
people between the ages of 10 and 16. Over 80% of 
households returned completed questionnaires which 
is an excellent result – thank you parish residents!
 Over the past few months the results of the 
questionnaire have been assessed and analysed 
and a draft action plan drawn up for community 
consultation.  

Clapham Cum Newby With keasden Parish Plan Update
 There will be two public meetings on saturday, 
14th June in Clapham Village Hall when the 
action Plan will be presented for comment.  These 
meetings will take place at 11am and 2pm – please 
come along and have your say!
 the creation of a parish plan could not happen 
without the enormous amount of volunteer effort 
provided by members of the steering Group and the 
various working Groups to whom much thanks is 
due for their commitment and endeavour.

Nicola Saward  
 



Teamwork
there are four people named everybody, somebody, 
anybody and Nobody. there was an important job to 
be done and everybody was asked to do it. everybody 
was sure somebody would do it. anybody could have 
done it, but Nobody did it. somebody got angry about 
that, because it was everybody’s job. everybody 
thought anybody could do it but Nobody realized that 
everybody wouldn’t do it. it ended up that everybody 
blamed somebody when Nobody did what anybody 
could have done!



A crafters paradise at the

Sewing Centre, Settle
Stockists of thousands of products from 

knitting yarns and needles, haberdashery, 
card making, ribbons, buttons, embroidery 
and all sorts of craft making accessories!

With over 50 years of experience our staff  
are always on hand to give friendly help  

and advive (1956–2008).

There’s no better place for equipment, 
materials and inspiration than the  

Sewing Centre that does SEW much more.

Telephone 01729 822946
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HaRRiSON & CROSS LTd.
ELEcTRicAL & REFRigERATiOn EnginEERS

Our electrical retail shop is now open for:
Chest freezers, Upright freezers, Larder fridges, 

washing machines, tumble dryers, Dish washers 
Cookers and microwaves.

We are NICEIC approved Electrical Contractors 
also Part P registered

we do partial or complete rewires, electrical checks 
on existing installations.

Phone/Fax: 01729 823423
Unit 6, sidings industrial Estate, settle

Free delivery up to 20 miles.

Ann Stewart
Dry Stone Walling
Tel/Fax: 015242 51118
e-mail: ann@eggshell2.demon.co.uk

2 Eggshell Lane, Clapham
via Lancaster, North Yorkshire LA2 8EP

Professional Member Dry Stone Walling Association

BounCy CaSTle 
Hire

Village Halls or  
Outside – Parties – Galas
All occasions catered for

Free local Delivery
Tel. 07970 215612
Based in Settle

‘Salmon Fishing in the Yemen’ by paul torday was 
the latest book to be read and discussed by Clapham 
Book Group. a querky title, which could easily lead 
you to believe you were in for a bit of a laugh. indeed 
on one level that is exactly what the book is, a comic 
story about a wealthy Yemeni determined against all 
the odds to introduce the sport of salmon fishing into 
his homeland. There is even a slightly dotty fishing 
scientist given the task of trying to achieve this 
miracle. and as to be expected it ends in disaster.
 On the other hand you may read ‘Salmon Fishing 
in the Yemen’ and become aware the book is also 
developing on a number of other levels as well 
as that of the comic, all skilfully woven into the 
basic premise of a ridiculous idea. the reader is 
introduced to the unhappiness of slowly disintegrating 
‘modern’ marriage in which both parties pursue their 
separate route through life, the favoured method of 
communication being via e-mail. alongside this 
runs the story of unrequited love in middle age 
and eventual salvation. another, and perhaps more 
powerfully written thread to the story is in the form 

of political satire. the cynical manoeuvrings of a 
government and their advisors twisting and turning 
to gain the best possible advantage from unfolding 
events. supporting a ridiculous idea against all the 
odds that eventually ends in disaster. a parody on 
another ridiculous idea that ended in tragedy – the 
iraq war.
 so, you could get to the end of ‘salmon Fishing 
in the Yemen’ and think, “that was a silly idea, but a 
good laugh”, or maybe not. read it and see.

Jill Buckler

Clapham Book Group would be delighted to hear 
from you should you like to join us. tel: sue on 
51684 or Jill on 51030. 



knit & knatter
the Knit & Knatter group will be meeting on the 
following mondays at 1.30pm:
   June 9th and 23rd  July 7th and 14th
   august 4th and 18th

CLAPHAM BOOk GROUP
‘Salmon fishing in the Yemen’ by Paul Torday
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The Hot Seat . . .
even at the young age of eleven, ruskin Fox has 
almost certainly made a large impact on Clapham 
already. his witty humour, determination and 
confidence mean you can’t miss him. Ruskin makes 
sure that he gets involved with village matters, such 
as Bio-Diesel, the tennis court and the park and he 
feels he is privileged to live in Clapham amidst the 
countryside, where he can have such opportunities 
within village life.
 Originally from Bath, ruskin lives with his dad 
in Clapham, and sees his mum at the weekend. he 
gets on well with both his parents, and he and his dad 
share many interests, such as tennis, walking, music, 
darts and badminton. ruskin’s mum is a teacher of 
religious studies and philosophy, which might explain 
ruskin’s acute insight of people and life, and his 
desire to achieve equality.
 ruskin is a keen tennis player, cross-country 
runner, and a budding member of settle Cricket Club. 
Not only that, but after only a few months at ingleton 
middle school, he has acted in the school play and 

is writing a sketch for the upcoming one. he’s also 
a bit of a poet, and has had work published in seven 
anthologies!
 ruskin doesn’t seem completely sure of what he 
wants to do. Yet he feels that a comedian, writer and 
sportsman would be feasible, as he would only work 
in an office if the boss was Ricky Gervais. I think 
at the rate that ruskin’s going he would be able to 
achieve all three. 
 Not many young people could say that they 
have achieved so much, but ruskin’s ambitious 
nature suggests that there will be more events up 
and coming in the ruskin saga. his interest in the 
environment (such as a proposal to melt all the cars 
into bicycles), politics and arts suggest that he’ll go 
very far. It wouldn’t surprise me if the influential 
ruskin Fox was the youngest prime minister … he 
would probably do a better job than Gordon Brown 
is doing (?!) …
 we’ll just have to wait and see.

Fay Lockett

Sparrow
Starling
Blackbird

Thrush
Wren
robin

Chaffinch
Bullfinch
Goldfinch

Swift
Swallow
Pigeon

owl
Tawny owl
eagle owl

litle owl
Snowy owl
Barn owl

Magpie
Bluetit

WORD SEARCH COMPETITION – £5 book voucher to be won!
Open to children under ten. please send your completed entries to lesley Crutchley, Gildersbank, Clapham

Find each word from the list below in the table above (just circle each word on the table and cross it off from your list)
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Art Competition
a special competition for children up to the age of ten. winner of the april competition is  

Georgia age 7 – she wins a a tin of coloured pencil crayons.  
well done Georgia!

simply colour or paint this picture and send it to lesley Crutchley, Gildersbank, Clapham
Competition closes on 4th July.  super prize for the winning entry. Good luck!

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  age . . . . . . .  tel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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newsholme & Son
(established 1950)

Electrical Engineers
STATiOn ROAd, cLAphAm

Write or phone 015242 51383
Domestic • Agricultural Installations • Security 
Lighting  and  Burglar Alarms  •  Fire Alarm 
Systems  • Additional  Electrical  Circuits  • 
Faults  •  Breakdowns  •  Cooker  and Night 
Store

 heater repairs.
No call-out charges, No VAT, Free estimates

During april three young swans were to be seen on 
the lake above Clapham. the larger of their two leg 
rings were clearly visible and a search on the web 
soon found that the rings had been put on by the 
North west swan study Group. mr wes halton was 
good enough to identify them: they were two females 
and one male, part of a brood ringed last august at 
Crooklands on the lancaster Canal next to junction 
36 on the m6! he had never heard of any coming 
over this way before.
 the North west swan study was formed to 1988 
to study the mute swan (Cygnus olor) population 
of the North west of england. the method used is 
to mark (or “ring”) individual birds with uniquely 
numbered leg rings so that they can be identified at 
later occasions. 
 the ringers are rigorously trained and operate 
under strict guidelines to ensure that the birds are not 
harmed in any way or subjected to excess disturbance 
during the ringing process. the study is assisted by 
the wildfowl and wetlands trust. 
 Each swan is fitted with two rings, one of which 
is a unique number and normally lasts for the bird’s 

lifetime. the other is a large plastic ring (the North 
west uses a blue ring with white characters), which 
can be easily read in the field and alleviates the 
need to re-catch the swan to identify it on later 
occasions. the original ringing information is stored 
on a computer database to which is added all further 
sightings. the database now contains information on 
over 4300 swans and is regularly analysed to monitor 
trends. 
 the study Group very much welcomes reports 
of any sightings of swans – so if you wish to help  
the study you should make a note of the date,  
location and number of swans you see, both ringed 
and unringed. You can email the information to  
info@northwestswanstudy.org.uk. You can also 
contact mr wes halton, 6 hilary Grove, Farnworth, 
Bolton Bl4 9Na. tel 01204 709302. 
 we are very grateful to mr halton for providing 
this information. the swans had left the lake by 
early may – their visit to Clapham will be on the 
database.

C M Bell

SWANS ON CLAPHAM LAkE

JuStin MeRRy
quality interior and  
exterior decorating

AlSo tRADitionAl liMe MoRtAR 
pointinG AnD RepAiR

For estimate or quotation phone:
015242 62664 or 07976 357560

or email ribbledale@yahoo.co.uk

Septic tanks
Emptying & Maintenance

p J Richardson
Registered Waste Carrier No. NYK/642908

cLAphAm, LAncASTER

Telephone 015242 51488
mobile 07885 462 909

Andrew Morphet
National Diploma in Horticulture

Landscape 
Gardener

General garden & commercial 
maintenance

Telephone (Ingleton) 42122 
Mobile 07870 659515
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this Free Newsletter aims to keep everyone in 
Clapham, Keasden and Newby in touch with what 
is happening in our community. it does, however, 
cost a not insignificant amount to produce, and 
advertising is a very necessary aid to the finances. 
an advert costs as little as £3 per issue.

For advertising your products and services, 
please contact ray hull on 015242 51492

articles, News and ideas please! for the next 
issue by 25th July, 2008 to  

the Village shop, 
lesley Crutchley lesley@gildersbank.co.uk, 

Chrissie Bell Chrisharte@aol.com,
mike Cornwell: mike–corn@tiscali.co.uk, 

ray hull ray_rosie@btinternet.com.
articles submitted but not included in the present 

publication will be printed in future issues.

WILDLIfE IN CHINA
as you can see in the heading this month is not 
wildlife at Clapham, but wild in China. i have just 
spent the last three weeks bird watching in north east 
China with a tour company called wildwings.
 the trip started on the 3rd may with a ten hour 
flight from Manchester airport via Amsterdam to 
Beijing. The first two days in China were spent bird 
watching around the Beijing area with trips to the 
summer palace and in to the mountains to an area 
called the Veihai river gorge. Birds seen during 
those two days included the rare ibisbill, Crested 
Kingfisher, Oriental honey buzzard, Chinese pond 
heron, Pacific swift, Oriental scops owl and many 
more other birds. also at the Veihai river gorge i saw 
an array of beautiful butterflies but I couldn’t put a 
name to them (During the trip I saw lots of butterflies 
but i could not identify any of them).
 Between the 6th and 11th may we were based 
at a seaside resort called Beidaihe. whilst we were 
there we bird-watched around the local area and 
found birds such as mugimaki and Yellow rumped 
Flycatchers, Black winged Cuckoo shrike, siberian 
rubythroat, siberian Blue robin, whites and siberian 
thrushes and plenty of migrant birds were also seen. 
mammals seen around the local area included Cape 
hare, muskrat and raccoon dog.
 During our stay at Beidaihe we spent a day at the 
Great wall at Jiaoshan mountain sight seeing and we 
also saw the rare pere David’s laughing thrush and 
Chinese hill warbler.
 From the 12th may we travelled south to spend 
four days at Yuanyang hotel at tangshan. at tangshan 
we mainly bird-watched at two wooded areas called 
magic wood and Big wood, there we found birds such 
as Brown hawk Owl, Japanese waxwing, Japanese 
and Chinese Grosbeaks, Grey Nightjar, Oriental Great 
reed warbler and the very skulking Japanese Bush 
warbler, also near tangshan we visited an area of 
fishing ponds where we saw Sharp Tailed Sandpipers, 
red Necked stints and hundreds of white winged 
Black terns, we also saw lots of waders that are 
common in the UK. The main reason we travelled to 
tangshan was so we could take two trips to happy 
island which is situated in the Bokai sea. On happy 
island we were mainly looking for migrants such as 
white throated Needletail, eastern marsh harrier, 
pied harrier, Far eastern Curlew and striated heron 
plus we saw many small migrant birds.
 From tangshan we went back north to Beidaihe 
for two days looking for more migrants such as 
lanceolated warbler, Yellow Bittern, pallas’s 
Grasshopper warbler and pechora pipit.
 the 18th and 19th may were spent at a mountain 

range called Old peak. there we were looking for 
mountain specialities such as Chinese Nuthatch, 
white Bellied redstart, Yellow throated Bunting and 
Chinese Leaf Warbler. We also saw and heard five 
species of Cuckoo whilst we were in the mountains 
these were Cuckoo, Oriental Cuckoo, indian Cuckoo, 
lesser Cuckoo and large hawk Cuckoo.
 The final day was spent back at Beidaihe before 
we flew back from Beijing to Manchester airport. 
During the three weeks i saw two hundred and thirty 
nine species of birds of which one hundred and 
twenty seven species were new to me. 

Tim Hutchinson, Smithy cottage

The Ibisbill



SPEED FUEL OILS

TEL. 015242 42048
ThORnTOn STATiOn yARd, ingLETOn   FAx: 015242 42445

Competitive local  
supplier of:
derv, gas, Oil, 
Kerosene & petrol

Authorised distributor for
FUChS LuBRicAnT SpEciALiSTS

Tank Replacement Service available
dOMESTiC • aGRiCULTURaL • iNdUSTRiaL 

– HELPING HANDS –
If you don’t need weekly help but require help  
with one-off jobs, I could be the person you are 

looking for.
From taking-down curtains, preparing for a guest, 
waiting for an important delivery, preparing for  
the arrival of workmen and helping get back to  
normal when they have gone, help while you  
recuperate from an illness, sorting out that over-

flowing cupboard. Help moving-in or moving-out.

Contact Cherry Flitcroft
07969 984182 or 015242 51702
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Bentham physiotherapy clinic
For Fast, Effective Physiotherapy

marie colyer McSP
Chartered Physiotherapist

registered with health Professions council

phone: (015242) 62216

Mount Pleasant
high Bentham

established since 1998
BuPA and PPP registered PHYSIOfirst

Brookhouse
à la carte menu

saturday night 6–8pm
sample of the menu:

starters: 
Goat’s Cheese wrapped in parma ham

soup of the Day
Creamy Garlic mushrooms

Breaded prawns with Chilli dip
Main Courses:

10oz rib steak
8oz sirloin steak
Chicken Breast

the above 3 dishes served with either Tarragon & 
Mushroom, Chasseur or Peppercorn Sauce

lamb shank
half roast Duck

served with fresh vegetables 
Meat supplied by local award-winning butcher 

Booking advisable – bring your own wine

sTaTiON rOaD, CLaPHaM
Telephone 015242 51580

www.brookhouseclapham.co.uk

Your local supplier 
of TVs, Audios and 

Domestic Appliances

  •  SALES
        •  RENTALS
            •  SERVICE

21 main street, Bentham 
Tel. 015242 61259

ingleton industrial estate 
Tel. 015242 41224

email: info@toobys.com

andrew Wildman
Painter & Decorator

Interior • Exterior
Domestic • Commercial

Free Estimates

telephone:
Home 01729 822153
Mobile 07977 922901

remember to look for the logo. See www.paintingdecoratingassociation.co.uk

Settle
Chimney Sweep 
Services

4 Craven Terrace
Settle BD24 9DB

Tel. 01729 823683
Mobile. 07815 285321

Supplier of pots, cowls & bird nets


