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On Sunday morning 23 August this year Clapham’s three church bells were rung for the last 
time - as a peal of three bells, that is. David Parry, Brenda Pearce and Ken Pearce rang them 
for morning service that day with the help of Cottingham ringers Jenny and Geoff Pybus.
	 There	seems	to	be	no	record	of	when	these	three	bells	were	first	brought	to	Clapham.	According	
to	the	inscriptions	on	them	the	oldest	was	cast	in	1594,	the	next	was	re-cast	in	1662	by	Samuel	Smith	
the	elder	of	York	and	again	in	1930	by	Taylors	of	Loughborough	(though	there	is	no	sure	indication	of	
when	or	where	it	was	first	cast)	and	the	third	was	cast	in	1720	by	Samuel	Smith	the	younger	of	York.	
It	is	possible	that	they	were	all	originally	cast	for	other	churches.	The	only	historic	casting	specifically	
for	Clapham	was	that	in	1930,	which	bears	a	dedication	to	James	Anson	Farrer	of	Ingleborough.

Clapham’s old bells fall silent

Continued on pages 4 & 5
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Your local D.I.Y. Store

Station Road, Settle
Bd24 9aa

telephone 01729 823002

Thomas Redhead
Solid Fuel & LPG gas supplier

All grades and sizes of coal, 
every available smokeless fuel

Netted Logs • Kindling • Bottled Gas
all delivered to your door

QuaLity, reLiaBiLity & choice
Garden Compost now available

015242 41626 or 41212

Looking Well Studios
have

Attractive, Warm Workspaces & Workshop
To Let

central Bentham
hourly, daily or monthly rates
Fully serviced with Broadband

Suitable for Wide range of uses including
creative businesses, training, meetings,

hot desking & messy arts activities
Good value, friendly location

Tel: 015242 62672
Email: office@pioneerprojects org.uk

}
}
}
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}
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Ashfield 
d.i.Y.

Advice and information for 
older people and their carers
cheapside, settle bd24 9ew

 tel: 01729 823066
 01729 825669

registered Charity number: 700054

North craveN

WiTherSpoon’S 
emporium

The old manor house
Church Avenue, Clapham

Shop and Café Bar 
now serving hot food

Shop Summer opening hours:
Wed, Thurs and Friday noon to 6.00pm

Saturdays and Sundays 10.00am to 7.00pm

015242 51144 or 07768 277730

WheiLdon’S
plumbing & heating

established 1972

l Boiler installation & Maintenance
l Ground Source headpumps
l Solar Panels
l underfloor heating
l Bespoke Bathrooms

now open Sundays
11am to 4pm

A crafters paradise at the

Sewing Centre, Settle
Stockists of thousands of products from 

knitting yarns and needles, haberdashery, 
card making, ribbons, buttons, embroidery 
and all sorts of craft making accessories!

NOW STOCKING TOP QUALITY 
ARTISTS MATERIALS

There’s no better place for equipment, 
materials and inspiration than the  

Sewing Centre that does SEW much more.

Telephone 01729 822946

GreenheAd offiCe, off CroSS LAne, 
LoWer BenThAm LA2 7eS

Telephone 015242 62330

Clapham book fair
on Sunday, 25th october
at clapham Village hall
from 9.30am to 4.30pm.

Homemade refreshments

For further details 
Telephone 015395 35125
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chUrch News
The Vicar writes . . . .

How clearly the sky reveals God’s glory 
(Psalm	19	v.1)

‘God is like the sun; you cannot look at it but without 
it you cannot look at anything else’. 

G K Chesterton.

An	atheist	would	say	there	is	no	God.	To	say	that	takes	
a	brave	person	–	and	it’s	easy	to	see	why.	To	prove	
that	God	 exists,	 you’ve	 only	 to	 look	 around	you.	
Evolution	doesn’t	disprove	his	existence;	 the	very	
first	animal	had	to	come	from	somewhere.	The	‘Big	
Bang’	theory	is	similarly	flawed:	the	physical	matter	
in	the	Big	Bang	also	had	to	come	from	somewhere.	
Which	is	why	the	equation	for	the	existence	of	God	
(somebody	 x	 something	 =	 everything)	makes	 so	
much	more	sense	than	the	same	equation	formulated	
without	Him	(nobody	x	nothing	=	everything).
	 The	argument	is	even	more	compelling	when	you	
take	into	account	the	argument	that	God	does	exist.	
There	are	the	inherent	standards	of	right	and	wrong	
that	we’re	 all	 born	with.	Then	 there’s	 the	 infinite	
complexity	of	everything	in	Creation:	we	don’t	look	
at	 something	 as	 complex	 as	 a	watch	 and	 assume	
that	it	just	fell	together.	Yet	that’s	exactly	the	same	
argument	 people	 use	 in	 the	Big	Bang	 theory:	 it’s	
akin	to	a	hurricane	entering	a	junk	yard	and	leaving	
a	jumbo	jet	standing	in	its	wake.
	 But	 if	God	does	 exist,	 then	how	can	we	know	
him?	Well,	 before	we	 even	 try,	 there’s	 one	 fairly	
obvious	point	worth	bearing	in	mind	–	if	we	know	
better	than	God,	the	Creator	of	the	Universe	and	all	
the	galaxies,	then	he’s	not	worth	knowing.	If	we	could	
understand	everything	about	God	and	what	he	does,	
then	he	wouldn’t	be	worth	understanding.	The	story	
is	told	of	a	cynic,	sitting	under	a	nut	tree,	carrying	on	
a	rather	jesting	and	gibing	monologue	with	God.	His	
grounds	for	complaint	lay	in	what	we	considered	to	
be	an	obvious	failure	on	the	part	of	God	to	go	by	the	
book	on	structural	design.	Lord”,	he	said,	“how	is	it	
that	you	made	such	a	large	and	sturdy	tree	to	hold	
such	tiny,	almost	weightless	nuts?	And	yet	you	made	
small,	tender	plants	to	hold	such	large	and	weighty	
watermelons”	as	he	chuckled	away	at	 the	 folly	of	
such	disproportion	in	God’s	mindless	universe,	a	nut	
suddenly	fell	on	his	head.	After	a	pause,	he	muttered,	
“Thank	God	that	wasn’t	a	watermelon”.
	 My	friends,	 faith	 transforms	our	 lives	and	give	
inner	strength	and	a	living	hope	–	let	us	learn	to	share	
that	faith	and	hope	with	our	families	and	friends.	
	 May	God	Bless	you	all.
	 	 	 Your	friend	and	Vicar
	 	 	 	 	 Ian

Forthcoming Events

All	 services	 on	Sundays	 are	 at	 11am	 in	Clapham	
except	on	months	with	a	fifth	Sunday	when	the	service	
is	at	one	of	the	other	Churches	in	the	Parish.

Thursday, October 29th 
You	are	welcome	to	House	Communion	at	10.45am	
at	Bridge	Cottage.

Saturday, October 10th
There	is	a	return	visit	of	Octamerion	with	an	interest-
ing	musical	evening	based	on	an	American	Theme.		
Tickets	including	supper	are	£8	available	from	Sue	
Mann	51792	or	Liz	Mason	51319.		Please	bring	your	
own	drinks	and	glasses.

Sunday, October 18th
Churches	Together	Service	in	Ingleton	Community	
Centre	6.30pm,	Speaker	Captain	S	Lobel	from	the	
Salvation	Army.		Please	join	us.

Saturday, October 31st
Parish	walking	 group,	 please	meet	 at	Austwick	
Church	9.30am

Monday, 2nd November 
A	group	of	6	Asian	refugee	ladies	will	be	brought	
from	Blackburn	 to	Growing	with	Grace,	where	
they	will	be	introduced	to	the	staff	and	take	part	in	
some	of	their	work.	This	has	been	arranged	by	Judy	
Rogers	of	the	Millennium	Trust	and	she	asks	if	six	
or	 so	Clapham	and	surrounding	area	 ladies	would	
join	them	for	all	or	part	of	the	four	hours	they	will	
spend	here.	Names	and	any	queries	to	Valerie	Potter	
on	51628	please.

Sunday, November 8th
Remembrance	Sunday	–	 at	 11.00am	–	Service	 of	
Remembrance	–	 please	meet	 at	 church	 about	five	
minutes	before	11.00.	
	 In	the	evening	at	6.00pm	the	Annual	Remembrance	
of	those	in	particular	who	have	lost	loved	ones	during	
the	past	year	–	this	service	will	be	in	Austwick	Church	
–	names	of	loved	ones	will	be	read	out	–	let	the	Vicar	
know	if	you	would	like	him	to	remember	your	loved	
one.

Advance Notice
The	Poetry	and	Prose	evening	is	on	November	28th.		
Details	 later	but	Liz	Mason	(51319)	would	like	to	
know	if	you	have	contributions	to	make.
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Won’t go!

Through!

The	churchwardens’	accounts	show	regular	payments	
throughout	 the	 19th.	 century	 for	 ringing	 the	 bells	
but	skilled	ringers	must	have	been	scarce	by	1928	
when	the	Parish	Church	Council	decided	to	have	an	
Ellacombe	chiming	apparatus	installed	in	the	tower	
to	allow	the	bells	to	be	chimed	by	one	person	alone.	
In	preparation	the	bells	were	surveyed	with	the	help	
of	 J.Swinbank,	 a	 skilled	 local	 ringer.	 Installation	
was	completed	in	1930.	Local	residents	remember	
that	 around	 1935	 Ingleborough	Estate	workmen	
rang	 the	bells	 for	Sunday	morning	 services.	Later	
the	bell	wheels	were	made	immovable	and	the	ropes	
were	pulled	up	out	of	reach.	From	1948	to	1953	Eric	
Mason	chimed	them,	using	the	Ellacombe	apparatus.	
In	1984	Rev.John	Dalby	became	the	incumbent,	with	
a	young	curate	who	was	keen	to	have	the	bells	rung	
again.	So	the	ropes	were	lowered,	the	wheels	freed	
and	the	bells	were	chimed	regularly	by	Joan	Farrer,	
Jessica	Hart	and	Rev.Dalby.	During	this	time	the	bells	
were	rung	full	circle	only	for	special	occasions,	with	
the	help	of	visiting	ringers.	They	fell	silent	again	in	
2003	when	Rev.	John	Dalby	died	but	were	
revived	late	in	2004	at	the	request	of	the	new	
incumbent	Rev.	Ian	Greenhalgh.
	 Now	Clapham’s	 bells	 are	 silent	 yet	
again	 for	 a	 short	 time	while	 they	 are	 in	
Nottingham	being	refurbished	and	retuned	
to	harmonise	with	the	three	addtional	bells	
which	are	to	join	them	in	Clapham’s	ancient	
tower.	
	 It	proved	no	easy	task	to	remove	the	old	
bells	from	the	tower	to	send	them	on	their	
way.	When	the	bells	were	last	moved	it	was	
in	1930	following	that	recasting	by	Taylors.	
On	that	occasion	they	were	taken	out	and	
later	replaced	via	the	west	window	in	the	
bell-chamber.	This	was	made	possible	only	
by	the	removal,	at	some	unknown	date	long	
ago,	of	the	stone	mullion	down	the	middle	
of	the	window	opening.	-	a	mullion	which	
has	yet	to	be	restored.	It	would	also	have	
been	necessary	to	erect	scaffolding	up	the	
west	 face	 of	 the	 tower	 to	 a	 height	 above	
the	opening.	Now	such	scaffolding	would	
be	prohibitively	costly	so	the	decision	was	
made	to	lower	the	bells	out	of	their	frame	
and	 down	 through	 the	floors	 of	 the	 bell-
chamber	and	clock	chamber,	a	distance	of	
about	11	metres	(36	feet).	
	 Imagine,	 today	 is	 the	 day	 appointed	
to	 do	 the	 job,	 it	 is	Tuesday	 25	August.	
Because	 the	 bells	weigh	 up	 to	 556	 kilos	
each.	(nearly	11	hundredweights)	the	task	
has	to	be	executed	with	great	care.	And	it	is	
made	far	more	difficult	by	the	narrowness	
of	 the	openings	 through	which	 they	have	
to	pass.	Heavy	beams	are	hoisted	up	high	
in	 the	bell	 chamber	 and	fixed	 in	position	
using	seemingly	all-too-flimsy	joist	hangers	

set	into	the	stonework.	These	will	support	the	entire	
weight	of	each	bell	as	it	is	lowered	down	inside	the	
tower.	The	 heaviest	 and	 biggest	 is	 the	 tenor	 bell,	
984	mm.(almost	39	ins.)	in	diameter,	while	the	gap	
between	the	beams	supporting	the	bell-chamber	floor	
proves	to	be	about	7	ins.	less.	Floorboards	have	to	
be	removed,	the	bell	hoisted	by	block	and	tackle	and	
offered	up	to	the	gap.	No	matter	how	the	bell	is	tilted	
and	stripped	of	its	bearings	there	is	no	way	in	which	
the	heavy	weight	can	be	eased	through.	The	bell	is	
moved	aside	and	a	segment	of	the	next	floorboard	is	
cut	away	but	the	bell	won’t	go.	Move	it	aside	again,	
laboriously	saw	away	a	bigger	piece	of	floorboard	
and	a	section	of	 the	 thick	oak	floor	beam.	Try	 the	
bell	 again,	 still	won’t	 go	 through.	Move	 it	 aside	
once	more,	pause	for	thought.	We	cannot	remove	the	
obstructing	beam	entirely	–	we	are	standing	on	it.	The	
only	alternative	is	to	remove	a	part	of	the	massive,	
worm-eaten	oak	wallplate	on	which	we,	 the	bells,	
the	whole	 bellframe	 and	bell-chamber	floor	 rests.	
Working	in	the	narrow	space	between	the	bell	and	
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Nearly down!

On its way!

the	tower	wall	we	wrestle	with	a	heavy-duty	electric	
drill	to	produce	a	neat	arc	of	holes	in	the	wallplate,	
round	one	edge	of	the	bell.	Hammer	and	cold	chisel	
remove	the	semi-detached	timber.	Will	 the	bell	go	
through	at	last?
	 It	certainly	does	not	go	gracefully	but	has	to	be	
bullied	through,	fighting	all	the	way	and	scraping	old,	
old	plaster	off	the	wall	as	it	goes.	Now	it	is	hanging	
free	in	space,	but	in	the	wrong	place,	to	one	side	of	
the	trapdoor	in	the	clock	chamber	floor	below.	Tie	
off	the	bell,	drill	a	four	inch	hole	in	the	bell-chamber	
floor,	move	 the	block	and	 tackle	 so	 that	 the	chain	
hangs	through	that	hole,	attach	the	bell	again,	swing	
it	over	the	trap,	but	we	already	know	the	trap	is	too	
small	for	the	bell	to	go	through.	
	 Sitting	 on	 the	 edge	 of	 the	 hole,	 legs	 dangling,	
we	 cut	 away	 the	 frighteningly	 thin,	worm-eaten	
floorboards,	 easy	 this	 time.	Soon	 the	 great	 bell	 is	
winching,	inching	its	way	down	to	the	ground	floor	6	
metres	(19½	ft.)	below.	But	that	wooden	floor	too	is	in	
a	parlous	state	–	a	large	sheet	of	1	inch	thick	plywood	
is	 laid	 across	 it	 to	 take	 the	weight	 and	 the	 bell	 is	
lowered	gently	onto	the	bell-hanger’s	trolley	ready	
to	be	moved	off	into	the	nave	to	await	tomorrow’s	
transport.	It	seems	enormous,	it	looks	immovable,	it	
nearly	was.
	 After	that	protracted	struggle	the	job	of	lowering	
the	two	smaller	bells	was	straightforward.	We	were	
tired	but	triumphant,	mission	accomplished.	
	 The	task	force	was	led	by	bell-hanger	Paul	Mason	

of	Hayward	Mills	Associates,	who	was	 assisted	
by	David	Kingsley,	David	Parry,	Ken	Pearce	 and	
Giggleswick	 volunteer	 John	Rodwel,	 all	 fed	 and	
watered	by	ladies	of	the	parish.	All	we	have	to	do	
now	is	to	get	the	three	bells	back	up	again	–	and	a	
further	three.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 K.Pearce  
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Grass Cuttin
g

Garden maintenance

Logs & firewood

Any odd Jobs

hedge Laying

Walling & fencing

hard Landscaping

mini digger

tel: 07742 727664

J. haRtleY & sons
office: 015242 41298

Dental Practice
Mark Jonathan White BMSc (hons), BDS (hons)

A warm welcome awaits you from our trained and friendly 
staff. Call in for more information.

Family Dentistry, Orthodontics, Replacement of missing 
teeth, Dental implants, Cosmetic dentistry, Tooth 

whitening, orthopaedic jaw and bite problems.

Opening Hours:
Tue, Wed, Fri : 9.00am – 12.30pm, 1.30pm – 5.00pm

Thurs : 1.00pm – 5.00pm, 6.00pm – 9.00pm

66 Main Street, High Bentham  Tel. 015242 64813

G. Kay Builders ltd.
– General BuildinG –

No job too small!

South View  •  Cross Haw Lane 
Clapham  •  via Lancaster

LA2 8DZ

Mobile: 07919 163132
Home: 015242 51764

John Murfin
Plumbing & Heating
corgi registered
	 l Boilers
	 l heating systems & installations
 l routine service work
 l Bathrooms l Showers l tiling

01729 825833 l 07870 16424

LAdieS & 
GenTS

Clothing and 
Accessories

dresses F Tops F T-Shirts
Jeans F Trousers

Jewellery F Bags etc.
and Dry Cleaning Agency

mAin STreeT, hiGh BenThAm

JaMeS 
MaRSHall
Joiner & Carpenter

Established 1988

KEASDEN • CLAPHAM
telephone 015242 51687 
or Mobile 07813 117814

Above & Below
A local company providing outdoor
activities in the area – rock climbing, 
caving, hill walking, gorge scrambling, 
abseiling and mountain bike guiding. 
Groups, families, individuals and 
training courses catered for – complete 
novices to advanced skills.

DUNCAN MORRISON
Greenstead, Newby, Clapham LA2 8HR

Tel. 01524 51011
email: info@aboveandbelow.org.uk
Web: www. aboveandbelow.org.uk

Member of AALA • ACI • AMI
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book Review
A	 small	 portion	 of	 the	
photographic	output	of	two	
Blackburn	 photographers	
has	 been	 published	 in	
book	form	a	century	after	
they	 captured	moments	
in	 time	 in	 the	 townships	
of	Lancashire	 and	York-
shire.
	 Father	 and	 son	 John	William	and	Alfred	Shaw	
travelled	the	country	taking	photos	which	they	turned	
into	picture	postcards.	When	 they	died	 their	 stock	
was	 given	 to	Blackburn	 library	 and	 later	 brought	
to	the	notice	of	amateur	historian/photographer	Jim	
Halsall.	Realising	their	importance,	he	liaised	with	
librarian	Alan	Duckworth	and	this	book	is	a	result	
of	their	work.	Jim	“zoomed	in”	on	the	photographs	
to	 look	more	closely	at	what	was	going	on	 in	 the	
streets	of	the	Yorkshire	Dales,	beside	the	Ribble	and	
some	other	North	Lancashire	rivers	whilst	Alan	wrote	
informative	captions	to	accompany	the	photographs	–	
over	a	hundred	of	them.	Jim	gives	slideshows	01254	
675583.
	 The	photographs	cover	 the	 two	decades	before	

N o w  s t o c k i n g  f a b u l o u s 
women’s, babies’ and children’s 
clothing!  All Fair Trade and 
using organic cotton where
possible.

We	are	 renowned	 for	 our	 ever	
changing	range	of	beautiful	and	
unusual	Fair	Trade	and	recycled					
gifts	from	around	the	world.

Elemental of Ingleton
Your local Fair Trade shop

In addition we stock a wide range of natural skin and  
body care products, all parabens & SLES free, organic 

where possible

A very different shopping experience!

Find	us	at:	8 MAIN STrEET, INGLETON 
Just off the A65 in the village centre

Open	10.00	–	5.00	six	days	a	week		–		Closed	Mondays

Tel: 015242 42626   sales@elementallife.co.uk

the	Great	War,	so	there	are	very	few	
motor	cars	on	the	streets	of	Ingleton,	
Settle,	Clitheroe,	Whalley	 and	 the	
villages	 thereabouts.	 The	 Shaws	
captured	 the	 building	 of	Clitheroe	
Library,	‘Yorkshire	Stingo’	beer	being	
delivered	in	Skipton	under	a	Bobbys	
watchful	 eye,	 sheep	 progressing	
through	Whalley	and	farmers	jauntily	
stepping	down	Gisburn’s	main	street.	
Children	are	seen	at	play	in	Slaidburn	
and	 Downham,	 goods	 are	 being	
hawked	on	carts	in	Chatburn.	Men	are	
at	work	in	Padiham	and	Mitton.	Other	
villages	on	either	side	of	the	Pennines	
are	caught	devoid	of	motorised	traffic.	
The	high	quality	72	page	paperback	
captures	an	era	long	gone	but	fondly	
remembered.
	 ‘By	 Rivers,	 Through	Valleys	
and	Dales’,	it’s	shortened	title,	sells	
at	 £8	 from	 shops	 in	 it’s	 catchment	
area	 or	 is	 available	 from	 Landy	
Publishing	 free	 of	 postage	 charges	
if	 a	 cheque	 accompanies	 the	 order.	
(Landy	Publishing,	3	Staining	Rise,	
Staining,	Blackpool	FY3	0BU.	Tel/
fax	01253	895678:	landypublishing@
yahoo.co.uk).

fruit trees and bushes
Where are the Fruit Trees and Bushes  

in the Parish?
You	 can	find	most	 of	 them	 in	 local	 gardens.	But	
there	are	many	gardens	where	there	are	none.	Food	
specialists	 tell	 us	 that	 fruit	 is	 essential	 for	 steady	
growth	 and	 good	 health.	The	 local	 Sustainability	
Group	takes	that	seriously.	We	have	been	awarded	a	
grant	to	plant	fruit	tress	and	bushes	in	local	gardens	
as	a	way	of	creating	a	local	community	orchard.	As	a	
start	we	are	going	to	carry	out	a	survey	of	the	Parish	
to	ascertain	where	fruits	currently	exist	and	what	kind	
they	are.	This	will	give	us	a	view	of	where	we	should	
plant	new	trees	and	bushes	with	the	permission	of	the	
owner.	The	hope	is	that	local	residents	will	swap	or	
share	fruit	with	others,	especially	children.	
	 So	you	may	receive	a	questionnaire	through	your	
letterbox	or	a	knock	on	your	door	from	one	of	the	
survey	 team.	Please	complete	 the	questionnaire	as	
best	you	can	and	help	us	create	a	local	community	
resource	that	can	benefit	everyone.	The	results	will	
be	published	in	a	future	Newsletter.	Planting	of	new	
fruits	will	begin	the	New	Year.

Eddie Leggett
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Sheila	Maywood	was	 born	 on	New	Year’s	Day	
1935	 at	 Queen	 Charlotte’s	 Hospital	 within	 the	
sound	of	Bow	Bells	which	means	that	she	is	a	true	
Cockney.	Her	parents	were	both	Londoners	but	her	
maternal	 grandfather	was	 Italian.	 Sheila’s	 father	
was	the	manager	of	a	brewery	in	Whitechapel	and	
her	mother	was	a	housewife.	They	enjoyed	a	happy	
family	life	in	Kenton	where	Sheila	attended	the	local	
primary	school.	She	had	to	work	hard	as	a	daughter	
at	home	but	the	hard	work	did	not	extend	into	her	
school	 life.	Her	 older	 sister	was	 very	 clever	 and	
successful	academically	but	Sheila	had	no	intention	
of	emulating	her	because	she	was	obsessed	with	the	
idea	of	becoming	a	ballet	dancer	and	went	to	dance	
school	whenever	possible.	
	 She	 enjoyed	 domestic	 science,	 sewing	 and	
geography	but	when	I	asked	her	what	she	particularly	
disliked	she	said	the	list	was	endless.	She	duly	failed	
every	exam	she	took	and	her	highest	school	honour	
was	 her	 appointment	 as	 Prefect	 of	The	Bicycle	
Shed.	
	 When	she	was	15	she	passed	the	entrance	exam	
to	go	 to	Sadlers	Wells,	now	 the	Royal	Ballet,	and	
was	awarded	a	local	authority	grant	but	her	parents	
were	adamant	that	she	could	not	go	and	this	led,	not	
surprisingly,	to	a	major	sulk.	Her	mother	found	her	
a	job	as	a	sales	assistant	in	Marshall	and	Snelgrove	
before	she	moved	to	other	jobs	such	as	managerial	
work	in	Meakers	of	Piccadily,	a	terribly	posh	gents’	
outfitters.	She	also	worked	as	a	medical	receptionist	
and	finally	 as	 a	 senior	 ticket	 agent	 at	Wembley,	 a	
role	which	assumed	great	 importance	for	her	 later	
personal	life.
	 When	she	was	16	she	met	a	young	plumber	at	a	
dance	but	her	parents	disapproved	when	Sheila	later	
said	they	wished	to	marry	so	they	postponed	the	event	
until	she	was	one	week	past	her	21st	birthday.	Her	
husband,	Derek,	was	heavily	involved	in	the	scout	
movement	and	she	joined	him	when	he	led	caving	
expeditions.	Her	first	 taste	 of	 this	 hobby	 resulted	
in	a	diary	entry	which	read,	“Horrible	day,	horrible	
experience	 .	 .	 .	 .	 I	was	 terrified.”	Where	had	 they	
been	to	experience	such	horror?	Gaping	Ghyll.	She	
learned	 to	enjoy	 it	and	 they	went	all	over	Britain,	
Yugoslavia	 and	Corsica.	They	 dug	 out	 their	 own	
entrance	to	a	cave	with	a	lake	at	Saulges	in	the	Loire	
valley	and	opened	up	a	disused	chalk	mine	in	Pinner,	
Middlesex,	which	revealed	a	labyrinth	of	galleries,	
complete	with	graffiti	by	early	Victorian	miners.	In	
Ireland,	Sheila	was	in	a	small	group	which	entered	
a	long	cave	system	from	which	they	were	to	emerge	
at	the	other	end	via	a	ladder.	As	they	worked	their	

Village people . . .   animal Charities
I	would	 like	 to	 say	 thank	 you	 to	 everybody	who	
supported	 us	 by	 attending	 the	Animal	Charities	
Fundraising	 Event	which	was	 held	 in	 Clapham	
Village	Hall	on	Sunday,	16th	August.	A	big	 thank	
you	to	all	the	people	who	baked	cakes	and	savouries	
and	donated	them	to	be	sold	on	the	day	and	also	to	
everyone	who	helped	in	the	kitchen.
	 The	overall	event	raised	around	£800	which	was	
a	 brilliant	 result	 and	 has	 helped,	 amongst	 others,	
Bentham	Pet	Rescue	&	Craven	Cat	Rescue,	 also	
attending	 the	 event	were	Animal	Care,	Lancaster	
Dogs	Trust	and	Wolfwood,	Lancaster.
	 All	these	charities	are	dedicated	to	animal	rescue,	
rehabilitation	and	wherever	possible	the	re-homing	
of	pets	in	the	area.	If	anyone	feels	that	they	are	able	
to	offer	a	home	to	one	of	these	animals,	they	should	
contact	the	relevant	centre	directly.
	 Due	 to	 the	 current	 economic	 climate	 and	 the	
effects	of	the	credit	crunch	all	of	these	organisations	
have	seen	a	huge	increase	in	the	number	of	pets	being	
handed	in	by	their	owners	or	simply	being	abandoned,	
and	they	are	stretched	to	the	limits	of	their	resources.	
Obviously	at	this	present	time	fundraising	is	a	vital	
part	of	the	work	that	the	re-homing	centres	do	and	
contribution	is	greatfully	received.
	 We	were	amazed	at	the	generosity	of	the	people	
that	came	along	to	the	event	and	I	think	this	reflects	
that	we	are	truly	a	nation	of	animal	lovers	at	heart.
Based	on	the	success	of	the	first	event	I	am	hoping	to	
organise	a	second	sometime	in	the	spring	and	hope,	
once	again,	to	look	forward	to	your	support.
	 	 Many	Thanks,
   Sally Dewhirst

Advance Notice of two Christmas Fairs in aid of 
Pet rescue:
The	first	is	at	Torrisholme	Church	of	Ascension	on	
Sunday,	 15th	November	where	we	have	 a	 variety	
of	stalls	and	refreshments.	The	second	fair	is	at	the	
Platform	at	Morecambe	on	Sunday,	6th	December.
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way	through	they	were	concerned	about	froth	in	the	
water	and	a	less	than	appetising	smell.	When	they	
reached	 the	final	 cave	 in	 the	 system	 there	was	no	
ladder	because	there	was	no	room	for	it.	The	cave	
was	full	of	the	carcasses	of	rotting	animals	thrown	
down	there	by	the	local	farmer.
	 Sheila	had	a	son	Duncan	who	is	now	the	managing	
director	of	a	firm	of	consultant	engineers	in	London	
but	her	own	marriage	ended	in	divorce.	She	is	now	
a	 proud	 grandmother	with	 a	 two	 year	 old	 grand-
daughter,	Zara.
	 Stuart	comes	from	Wembley	where	he	lived	for	
the	first	 fifty	 years	 of	 his	 life.	His	 education	was	
interrupted	by	the	war	when	his	school	was	bombed.	
After	school	he	became	an	engineering	apprentice	
and	then	followed	in	his	father’s	trade	in	the	carpet	
business.	His	 practical	 skills	 are	 reflected	 in	 his	
hobbies	which	 include	DIY	 and	model	making.	
He	was	 a	 self	 employed	decorator	 for	 a	 time	 and	
eventually	 ended	 up	 at	Wembley	Stadium	where	
his	 various	 duties	 and	 talents	 led	 to	 promotion.	
He	 became	 the	 chief	 cashier,	 a	 job	which	would	
be	my	 idea	 of	 a	 nightmare	 because	 it	 involved	
counting	millions	 of	 pounds	 in	 the	 bowels	 of	 the	
building	whilst	 all	 the	 drama	unfolded	 up	 above.	
Fortunately,	 Stuart	 had	no	 such	problems	because	
he	is	as	interested	in	football	and	rugby	as	I	am	in	
Hungarian	head	lice.	When	a	big	event	took	place	it	
was	necessary	for	him	to	call	in	extra	staff	to	do	the	
work	and	one	person	who	seemed	to	be	invited	in	
frequently	was	Sheila.	Their	 friendship	must	have	
meant	something	special	because	when	her	beloved	
Spurs	were	playing	or	there	was	a	good	concert	she	
was	given	time	off	to	watch.
	 They	were	married	 in	 1985	 and	 celebrated	 the	
occasion	with	friends.	One	toast	followed	another	and	
they	were	in	mellow	mood	when	they	returned	to	their	
car	at	the	end	of	the	day	only	to	discover	that	it	was	
festooned	with	toilet	paper,	streamers,	balloons	and	
graffiti.	Their	car	soon	attracted	the	attention	of	the	
constabulary	and	they	were	pulled	over.	Fortunately	
the	WPC	who	stopped	them	had	a	sense	of	humour	
and	 instead	 of	 reaching	 for	 the	 breathalyser	 she	
complimented	them	on	the	happy	event	and	suggested	
that	they	remove	the	graffiti.	Of	course	if	Stuart	had	
been	sipping	lemonade	all	day	he	would	have	been	
OK	but	I	diplomatically	declined	to	ask.
	 They	decided	to	leave	London	and	head	for	the	
Dales	which	Sheila	knew	well	 from	her	potholing	
days.	When	they	rang	the	owner	of	their	cottage	at	
the	Flying	Horseshoes	to	arrange	a	visit	she	told	them	
that	she	would	be	in	the	pub	when	they	arrived	so	

they	should	go	in,	look	around	and	then	pop	across	
to	 tell	her	what	 they	 thought.	When	 they	went	 in,	
the	kettle	was	full,	there	were	scones	on	a	tray	and	
a	friendly	note	alongside.	As	an	introduction	to	life	
north	of	Watford	Gap	it	could	not	have	been	more	
welcoming	and	they	were	seduced.	
	 Since	 their	 arrival	 they	 have	 been	 involved	
in	 numerous	 activities	 and	made	 an	 outstanding	
contribution	to	our	village.	When	I	phoned	to	arrange	
my	visit	Sheila	was	out	at	the	Village	Hall	cleaning	
the	windows.	When	she	is	not	cleaning	it	she	is	doing	
the	accounts	or	helping	Stuart	with	the	maintenance	
of	the	cemetery.	Her	other	voluntary	duties	included	
a	spell	of	chairing	the	Parish	Council.
	 They	love	the	open	spaces	and	life	in	the	Dales	
and	we	have	been	lucky	that	they	chose	Clapham	for	
their	retirement	and	not	Clapham	Junction.

 Stuart Marshall

the maywoods – fRee tiCKets foR WembleY  

Hatha Yoga
Yoga & relaxation classes in Bentham & Ingleton, 

suitable for all abilities

Drop in classes cost £4 – everyone welcome 
Mats and blocks are provided

Every Tuesday 11am – 12pm, High Bentham Town Hall
Every Tuesday 6pm – 7pm, High Bentham Town Hall

Every Wednesday 6.30 – 7.30pm, Ingleton Primary School 
(term time only)

Every Friday 6.30pm – 7.30pm, High Bentham Town Hall

For more information please contact  
Sandra on 015242 62248 or 07870 309 147  

or email sandratallon@tiscali.co.uk
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Ann Stewart
Dry Stone Walling
Tel/Fax: 015242 51118
e-mail: ann@eggshell2.demon.co.uk

2 Eggshell Lane, Clapham
via Lancaster, North Yorkshire LA2 8EP

Professional Member Dry Stone Walling Association

Sole to Soul
Holistic Chiropody/Podiatry 

and Therapy Centre
Grasmere Drive, Bentham LA2 7JP

tel 015242 63067
www.sole-to-soul.net

email enquiries@sole-to-soul.net

Now offering Medical Herbalism, Naturopathy, 
EFT, Counselling, Food Intolerance Testing,

 Foot Spa Detox and more . . . .
as well as Chiropody/Podiatry, Reflexology, 
Massage and Healing with Marie Rayner

Home Barn 
Foods

Outside catering for all events

Lucy Knowles
Fiach Cottage, Feizor, Austwick,  

via Lancaster LA2 8DF

Telephone:
01729 825626 or 07738 922 524
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beetroot Chutney
Ingredients:
2lb	Beetroot	cooked	and	chopped
2lb	Cooking	apples	peeled	cored	and	chopped
2lb	onions	peeled	and	chopped
1	pint	Vinegar
2lb	Sugar
Half	teaspoon	ground	ginger
Half	teaspoon	Salt

Place	all	ingredients	in	large	pan	and	simmer	until	a	
thick	pulpy	consistency	is	reached,	then	bottle.

Anne Carr

If you would like to share your favourite recipe with 
our readers, please pass it on to any member of the 
Newsletter committee, and we will gladly print it.

Clapham Whist Group
The	Whist	Group	meets	at	Clapham	Village	Hall	on	
Friday	evenings.	All	proceeds	go	to	various	charities.	
We	have	recently	donated	£100	to	Anley	Hall,	Settle,	
Harden	Ward	and	Ingleborough	Nursing	Home.

Future dates are:
	 	 October	2nd,	16th,	23rd	and	30th
	 	 November	13th,	20th	and	27th
	 	 December	11th	and	18th
All	commencing	at	7.30	pm.

body shop party
Come	 and	 join	 us	 on	Friday,	 16th	October	 in	 the	
School	Hall	at	7.30pm.
	 Pamper	 your	 senses	with	 a	 beautiful	 selection	
of	products	 for	 all	 ages.	Available	 to	order	on	 the	
night.
	 Admission	£3	including	drink	plus	nibbles	and	a	
raffle.



museum of north Craven life
	at	the	Folly,	Settle

August	8th	–	October	31st			
‘Some Sheep are on the Pitch’

Craven	Football	Association	celebrates	its	centenary	
this	year,	and	 to	mark	 the	occasion,	 football	clubs	
all	 over	Craven	have	 contributed	 information	 and	
artefacts	to	make	an	excellent	exhibition	at	the	Folly	
over	the	late	summer	and	autumn.
	 There	will	 be	 information	 about	 the	 different	
teams	from	Craven,	local	referees,	people	who	have	
achieved	 awards	 for	 their	 service	 to	Craven	F.A.,	
footballing	families	and	fascinating	facts.	Did	you	
know	 that	Settle	United’s	 football	 team	was	once	
featured	on	the	back	of	cigarette	cards?	Or	that	when	
the	Hellifield	team	visited	Lothersdale,	they	had	to	
get	out	and	push	the	bus	up	the	hills!
	 The	exhibition	promises	to	be	of	interest	even	to	
those	who	aren’t	particularly	football	fans.If	you’re	
local,	you	may	be	able	to	recognise	relatives	in	their	
long	shorts	and	stripey	tops.
			Opening	times:	Tuesday,	Saturday	and	Sunday	from		
10.30am	–	4.30pm.

For	further	information,	visit	our	website	at	
www.ncbpt.org.uk/folly	or	ring	01729	822893

Christmas Greetings
In	the	next	issue	of	the	Newsletter	(December)	
we	will	be	having	a	‘Christmas	Greetings’	page.	
If	you	would	like	to	have	your	name	included	
please	fill	 in	your	details	below	and	return	 it	
with	your	donation	(most	people	donated	about	
£3)	 to	any	of	 the	committee	members	before	
November	25th.

Name	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	

Road	or	house	name	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	

The	newsletter	appears	on	 the	Clapham	
website,	 if	 you	do	 not	want	 your	 entry	
included,	please	put	a	cross	in	the	box.

Favourite Recipes

Early	in	September	the	skies	above	Clapham	echoed	
to	 the	 sound	of	 a	 helicopter.	 It	was	 being	used	 to	
ferry	canvas	bags	containing	up	to	a	ton	of	stone	to	
the	slopes	of	Ingleborough	for	urgent	repairs	to	the	
track.
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Mark Watson
Home & Garden Maintenance

Digging, fencing, hedge trimming, mowing, 
paving, planting, power washing, rockeries, 
rotavating, seeding, spraying, strimming, 

turfing.
Demolition, dry lining (plaster boarding), 

insulating lofts, pointing, rendering.
No job too small, reasonable rates, estimates given.

07759 680938  • 07759 680943 
015242 62038

Clapham	 parish	 church	 tower	may	 date	 back	 to	
1160AD,	 the	 date	 of	 the	 first	 record	 of	 a	 priest	
attached	to	this	church.	In	recent	months	local	people	
have	been	working	hard	to	raise	more	than	£80,000	
to	pay	for	modernisation	and	improvements	in	the	
ancient	tower	–	a	toilet	and	small	kitchen	for	parish	
events,	electrical	winding	for	the	19th	century	tower	
clock,	three	additional	church	bells,	a	new	safer	frame	
to	hold	all	six	bells	and	two	new	floors	to	replace	the	
old	unsafe	structures.	
		 One	of	 the	ways	 in	which	 this	money	 is	being	
raised	 is	by	 selling	£15	Tower	Bonds.	Each	Bond	
gives	 the	 holder	 entry	 in	 the	monthly	 draw	 for	 a	
year.	Below	are	the	winning	numbers	for	August	and	
September,	2009.
 
Draw on 17th August, 2009
1st prize £50	 Bond	No.	98	(T.Hyland,	

Leamington)	
2nd prize £20	 Bond	No.	129	(M.Hodgson,	

Bradford
3rd prize £20	 Bond	No.	115	(J.Hall,	Clapham)

BOWLAND FELLS HEATING and SON
Domestic Servicing and Maintenance of

OIL FIRED BOILERS and COOKERS
(AGA/Raeburn etc.)

telephone Guy downing on 015242 41833 or Mobile 07780 708589

9 neW Road, inGleton la6 3Hl

toWeR bond dRaW Results
4th prize £20	 Bond	No.	197	(D	&	J.Parry,	

Lawkland)
5th prize £20	 Bond	No.	23	(J.Claughton,	

Ingleborough)
 
Draw on 21st September, 2009
1st prize £50	 Bond	No.171	(C.McGuire,	

Allerton	Bywater)
2nd prize £20	 Bond	No.113	(K.Butcher,	

Clapham)
3rd prize £20	 Bond	No.139	(J.	Butler,	

Warrington)
4th prize £20	 Bond	No.214	(P.	Armit,	Newby)
5th prize £20	 Bond	No.174	(F.	Houlder,	Bolton)
 
Anyone	wishing	 to	 buy	 a	Tower	Bond	 and	 enter	 
the	draw	should	contact	Ron	Wilson,	Station	House,	
Clapham	Station,	Clapham,	North	Yorks.	LA2	8ES	or	
David	Parry,	Tower	Captain,	Tel:	015242	51132.
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bethel Chapel
Winter	 programme	 of	 events	 have	 recommenced	
which	include:

429	 on	Wednesdays	 from	 6–7pm	 for	 children	 in	
school	years.	Rec.	–	year	5.

Senior Citizens	on	the	1st	Thursday	in	the	month	
at	2.30pm.

Ladies Fellowship	on	the	3rd	Thursday	at	2.30pm.

Important Announcement

We	have	altered	the	way	in	which	we	manage	urgent	
surgery	appointments.		The	new	procedure	will	be	
as	follows:

1)	 Patient	 calls	 the	 surgery	 with	 an	 urgent	
problem.

2)	 The	receptionist	will	ask	the	patients	a	few	simple	
questions:

	 •	 Their	name	and	address	details
	 •	 Does	the	problem	need	dealing	with	today?
	 •	 Are	they	able	to	get	to	the	surgery?
	 •	 A	brief	summary	of	the	problem
	 •	 A	telephone	number	that	the	Doctor	can			

	 contact	the	patient	on.

3)	 All	 patients	will	 then	 be	 phoned	 back	 by	 the	
Doctor	on	call.		This	is	to	determine:
•	 Does	the	problem	need	dealing	with	today?
•	 How	urgently	does	it	need	dealing	with?
•	 Can	 the	 problem	 be	 sorted	 out	 over	 the	

phone?

4)	 The	outcome	of	this	discussion	will	then	be	one	
of	the	following:

	 •	 Problem	is	resolved	over	the	phone
	 •	 Doctor	makes	a	routine	appointment	for	the	

patient	on	another	day
	 •	 Doctor	arranges	a	surgery	appointment	 for	

that	day
	 •	 Doctor	arranges	a	home	visit	for	that	day.

We	have	introduced	this	new	system	to	help	us	cope	
with	increasing	demands	on	the	on	call	Doctor.		Our	
patient	survey	results	always	show	that	patients	are	

bentham medical practice keen	 for	more	 consultation	 by	 telephone,	 and	we	
hope	that	the	new	system	will	work	efficiently	and	
satisfactorily.
	 Should	 anyone	 have	 any	 queries	 or	 comments	
then	please	do	not	hesitate	to	contact	our	business	
manager	Jonathan	Scott.

seasonal flu vaccinations
There will be non-appointment flu clinics on the 
following dates:

Bentham	 5th	to	30th	October,	10.00	to	11.00am	
each	morning	and	2.00	to	3.00pm	each	
afternoon.

Ingleton	 Tuesdays	 6th,	 13th,	 27th	 October,	
10.00am	to	12noon

	 Wednesday	21st,	Thursday	15th	&	29th	
October,		10.00am	–	12noon

Settle	 Tuesdays	 6th,	 13th,	 20th	 October,	
12.30pm	to	2.00pm

	 Wednesday	21st	October,	12.30pm	to	
2.00pm	

	 Wednesday,	 28th	October,	 4.30pm	 to	
6.00pm



Beckside Yarns
& Needlecrafts

A Gallery full of fabulous yarns by Norro, 
Colinette, Debbie Bliss, Rowan, 
Brigantia, Lang, Louisa Harding, 
RYC, Gedifra and many more

Help and advice always on hand 
Call 015242 51122

 Beckside Gallery
www.becksideyarns.com Church Avenue, Clapham
info@becksideyarns.com North Yorkshire LA2 8EA

Encounter	 (formerly	 called	
Youth	Club)	on	the	2nd	Friday	
in	the	month	at	7.30pm	–	9pm	
for	school	year	6	and	above.

Other specific events are:

Thursday,	 October	 29th	 at	
7.30pm.	Ladies	Coffee	Evening	
taken	 by	Ruthie	Woodhouse	
with	flowers.

November	26th	Ladies	Coffee	
Evening.

December	3rd	Senior	Citizens	
and	Ladies	Fellowship.	Carol	
Service	and	tea.

December	11th	‘Clapham	Tots’	
Christmas	Special.
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A family Business established for over 25 years

Tel. 015242 51705   Fax. 015242 51832

Bridge road, Sutton-in-Craven, Keighley, West Yorkshire Bd20 7eS
dalesview, old road, Clapham, north Yorkshire LA2 8Jh

www.airevalleyglass.co.uk

l  Windows  l  doors  l  Conservatories  l  fascias & Bargeboards  
l  replacement double Glazed units  l  Glass Cut-to-Size  l  repairs

ViSiT our CLAphAm ShoWroom Glassaire valleY

d Shrubs d Perennials 
d alpines d Fruit trees
d heathers d hanging Baskets/
d Bedding Plants   Planters
d Fuchsias d Decorative Pots
d clematis d compost and
d climbers 	 	 Garden Sundries

Westhouse Nursery

open 9am to 5pm – 6 days a week. closed tuesday
all major credit cards accepted

on site parking
on a65 between ingleton and Kirkby Lonsdale 

– look out for Blue and yellow signs

Telephone 015242 41878/42652

Wenningdale 
Home Repairs

Here are some of the many home repair, maintenance 
and improvement jobs we have completed:
	 	 	 F  Sanding and varnishing of wooden floors
	 	 	 F Sash windows repaired and reglazed
	 	 	 F Wallpapering and interior decorating
	 	 	 F Exterior painting and paint stripping
	 	 	 F Ceramic tiling
	 	 	 F Gardening, and much more . . . .
Local, professional and very competitive

Mobile: 07854 596391

Jim daVeY & son
–– Carpet Fitters ––

oWn CaRpets/VinYl
fitted and Refitted

Underlay, plates and gripper supplied.

for quotes phone 01729 840417
or mobile 07800 857 884

If you wish to advertise in the 
Newsletter please contact:

Ray Hull, Park View, Church Avenue, 
Clapham LA2 8EA

Tel. 015242 51492

email: ray_rosie@btinternet.com

An advertisement this size only costs 
£3 per issue.
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We	continue	with	new	beginnings	in	October,	as	well	
as	 returning	 to	 our	 traditional	 involvement	 in	 the	
Lantern	Workshops	and	Bentham	Bonfire.		
	 There	is	a	new	weekly	Harmony	Singing	group	
on	Tuesday	evenings	(7.30	–	9.30pm)	led	by	Noelle	
Thompson,	learning	songs,	spirituals	and	chants	from	
around	the	world	–	all	abilities	welcome,	no	need	to	
read	music	as	all	taught	by	ear,	just	need	enthusiasm	
for	singing.		It’s	a	great	way	to	brighten	the	darkening	
nights	and	new	members	very	welcome	(no	session	
28th	October).
	 A	 new	Men’s	Walking	Group	will	 begin	 on	
October	6th	on	Tuesday	mornings	(9.30	–	11.30)	and	
will	start	initially	from	the	Looking	Well.	The	walks	
will	be	moderate	 in	pace	and	aim	to	explore	 local	
‘favourite’	routes,	taking	in	a	spot	of	birdwatching	
and	nature	 detecting.	 If	 you	 are	 interested,	 please	
contact	Clare	@	Looking	Well.	A	new	Pilates	class	
has	begun,	on	Wednesdays	1–2pm	in	the	Town	Hall	
and	a	second	class	is	planned	to	start	in	November.		
	 We	 are	 involved	 in	 two	 exhibitions	 towards	
celebrating	World	Mental	Health	Day	on	October	
10th:	 Looking	Well	members	 have	 contributed	
to	 an	 exhibition	 led	 by	Workbase	 in	Kendal,	 a	
joint	postcard	project	working	with	artist	Philippa	

Troutman	(exhibition	in	Kendal)	and	at	the	Looking	
Well,	art	work	from	various	group	members	(10–3	
Wednesdays	–	Fridays	throughout	October).
	 Two	more	‘therapy	taster’	sessions	–	‘Reflexology’	
in	Ingleton	(8th)	and	‘Homeopathy’	in	Settle	(22nd),	
transport	available	if	needed.
	 Looking	 ahead	 to	November,	we	 are	 hosting	
another	Computing	with	Confidence	course,	which	is	
supportive	and	informal,	aimed	at	complete	beginners	
to	 increase	confidence	in	getting	started	and	using	
the	basics	such	as	e-mail,	 internet	and	documents.		
Please	contact	us	before	end	of	October	if	you	are	
interested.
	 For	further	details	on	any	of	above	phone	Julie	
on	62672	(e-mail	julie@pioneerprojects.org.uk).

Clare Hucknall

macmillan Coffee morning
The	recent	Macmillan	Coffee	Morning	held	at	Arbutus	House	and	hosted	by	Jackie	
and	David	and	assisted	by	Liz	Mason	continued	in	the	brilliant	Clapham	tradition	
as	inspired	by	the	late	Joan	Farrer.	Joan	was	missed	by	all	who	knew	her	and	we	
were	motivated	to	continue	with	all	our	zeal	to	make	sure	that	this	event	would	be	a	
success.	The	house	was	full	to	bursting	and	we	raised	virtually	£600	which	for	a	two	
hour	stint	is	amazing.	Everyone	was	so	generous	and	the	support	from	our	helpers	
was	terrific,	people	queuing	to	wash	up	and	just	to	help.	We	also	had	a	tremendous	
support	from	all	the	village	bakers	and	jam	makers	some	who	sadly	couldn’t	attend	
but	nevertheless	still	donated	very	generously.	So	all	it	leaves	us	to	say	is	a	Massive	
thank	you	from	Jackie	David	and	Liz.

Clapham school pta
Watch	out	for	Bags	to	School!	They	will	be	collected	
on	from	school	on	Wednesday,	7th	October.	Please	
have	your	bags	at	school	by	9.15am	on	that	day.	If	
you	require	someone	to	collect	your	bag	please	ring	
Ruthie	on	51157.

looKinG Well neWs
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We	must	 all	 have	 noticed	 the	 enormous	 blue	 and	
white	crane	rearing	its	head	high	over	the	old	sewage	
works	next	to	the	A65	at	Clapham.	Some	will	wonder	
what	 is	 going	on.	One	 recent	Saturday	morning	 I	
spoke	 to	 the	security	guard	(from	Manchester!)	 in	
an	attempt	 to	find	out	more.	He	brushed	me	aside	
saying,	in	a	classic	phrase,	“I	know	naarthing”	–	I	
would	have	to	come	back	another	day	when	the	site	
supervisor	was	on	hand.
	 The	first	news	that	things	were	about	to	change	
had	come	as	far	back	as	July	2007	when	a	letter	from	
United	Utilities	informed	residents	that	“As	part	of	
our	£5	million	investment	plan	to	improve	services	
.	.	.	.	we	are	planning	to	carry	out	work	at	Newby,	
Clapham	and	Austwick	wastewater	treatment	works	
.	.	.	.	to	improve	the	reliability	of	our	sewer	network	
and	 to	 comply	with	 environmental	 standards.	We	
will	be	laying	a	new	pipeline	in	farmland	between	
the	three	treatment	works	at	Newby,	Clapham	and	
Austwick.”	The	work	was	to	be	completed	between	
January	and	December	2008	if	planning	consent	and	
land	acquisition	allowed.
	 This	was	good	news	indeed.	That	very	month	a	
wad	of	dishcloths	had	blocked	the	original	narrow	
sewer	installed	in	1894/5;	our	garden	and	that	next	
door	were	awash	with	raw	sewage.	At	other	times	
heavy	 rain	 had	 caused	 raw	 sewage	 to	 surface	 in	
Station	Road.	The	system	was	clearly	overdue	for	
improvement.
	 By	October	2007	men	were	digging	 trial	holes	

the dishcloth and the big blue crane

beside	 the	 Station	 Road	 crossing	 of	 the	A65.	
November	 that	 year	 saw	 a	 planning	 application	
by	 North	Yorkshire	 County	 Council	 for	 “New	
Wastewater	Treatment	Works”	 for	 the	 area.	This	
revealed	that	currently	Clapham’s	sewage	and	waste	
water	are	discharged	“to	groundwater”	after	simple	
“primary	 treatment”.	This	discharge	 is	only	 a	 few	
yards	 from	Clapham	Beck.	Newby’s	 effluents	 are	
similarly	 treated	 then	 discharged	 “into	 a	 ditch”.	
The	new	proposal	is	to	bring	all	the	effluents	from	
Newby	 and	Austwick	 to	 a	 new	 sewage	 facility	 at	
Clapham,	serving	all	three	villages.	This	will	include	
facilities	for	grit	removal,	primary	treatment,	tertiary	
treatrment,	sludge	storage,	odour	control	and	finally	
the	discharge	of	clean,	treated	water	into	the	River	
Wenning	south	of	Crina	Bottom	Farm.
	 The	application	was	approved	and	work	is	now	
well	 under	way.	This	 involves	 about	 five	miles	
of	 pipe	 laying	 from	Clapham	 to	Austwick	 and	
Newby	and	down	to	the	Wenning,	together	with	the	
construction	of	a	new	sewage	works	beside	the	old	
one.	That	simple	1895	site	includes	five	settling	ponds	
beside	Clapham	Beck.	The	new,	more	sophisticated	
facility	will	double	the	total	size	of	the	site	and	will	
include	equipment	and	installations	up	to	6.5	metres	
(19¾	ft.)	high.	We	are	promised	that	the	whole	site	
will	 be	 screened	 from	 the	village	 and	 the	A65	by	
earth	mounds	and	tree	planting,	 that	site	buildings	
will	 resemble	 local	 stone	barns	 and	 that	 all	metal	
installations,	 tanks	 and	 equipment	 kiosks	will	 be	
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“natural rapport and empathy  
makes a photo-shoot fun and creative”

Lawkland  01729 824537
www.veronicasgallery.co.uk

lrpsVeronica  Caperon

matt-coated	in	dark	green.	The	entrance	area	will	be	
planted	up	“to	minimise	views	from	the	residential	
properties	 on	 the	 edge	 of	Clapham	village”.	The	
ambitious	claim	is	made	that	“.	.	.	.	the	site	should	
be	 barely	 distinguishable	 from	 the	 surrounding	
landscape	when	viewed	from	the	fells.”
	 These	 are	 brave	 claims.	The	 plans	 indicated	
that	the	site	and	much	of	its	works	would	in	fact	be	
visible	to	residents	of	The	Green	and	the	proposed	
new	housing	development	on	the	Mercedes	site	as	
well	as	to	everyone	passing	on	the	A65,	through	the	
new	enlarged	entrance	opening.	In	December	2007	
objections	to	the	application	were	lodged,	requesting	
more	screen	planting	of	a	height	sufficient	to	hide	the	
ugly	pipework	all	the	year	round	and	suggesting	that	
the	entrance	be	angled	through	these	trees	to	prevent	
a	direct	view.	A	response	came	 in	March	 the	next	
year,	assuring	us	that	the	planting	scheme	had	been	
revised	to	include	more	adequate	planting	and	long	
term	management	of	the	landscaping.	In	April	this	
year	work	started	on	site.	Many	trees	were	felled	and	
the	site	was	opened	up	like	a	wound	in	the	landscape.	
We	communicated	our	 alarm	 to	 the	NYCC.	Their	
response	came	on	23	April,	promising	investigation	
“.	 .	 .	 .	 to	 ensure	 that	 operations	 on	 site	 are	 being	
undertaken	as	per	the	permissiions	granted”	and	that	
officers	will	endeavour	to	keep	us	updated.
	 The	 crane	 has	 been	 at	work	 now	 for	 several	
weeks,	 turning	 and	nodding,	 lifting	 and	 lowering.	
Roads	have	been	constructed,	a	network	of	pipework	
buried,	manholes	built,	a	small	hill	of	soil	heaped	up,	
all	watched	over	by	a	cluster	of	yellow	site	cabins.	
Large	holes	are	being	excavated	in	the	ground	and	
concrete-work	 appears	 everywhere.	Only	 later,	 if	
ever,	shall	we	learn	the	details	of	what	it	is	all	for.
	 Meanwhile	our	sewage	and	waste	water	continue	
to	 gurgle	 and	 ripple	 their	 way	 through	 the	 old	
outdated	system.	The	great	green	tanker	continues	

to	 call	 day	 and	 night,	 day	 after	 day,	 its	 reversing	
alarm	and	flashing	yellow	light	punctuating	the	silent	
darkness	as	it	to	pumps	off	the	excess	which	the	old	
system	cannot	cope	with.	So	please	be	careful	what	
you	do	with	your	dishcloths.
	 Any	queries	about	this	construction	project	should	
be	 addresed	 to	Nick	Atkinson,	Monitoring	 and	
Compliance	Officer,	Minerals	and	Waste	Planning,	
NYCC	(tel:01609	533301	&	07977210991;	e.mail	
<Nick.Atkinson@northyorks.gov.uk>)

Ken Pearce

Clapham school news
Clapham	governors	have	been	very	busy	over	 the	
past	 few	weeks	 appointing	 a	 new	head	 teacher	 to	
take	over	when	Mrs.	Leeming	retires	at	Christmas.	
It	was	agreed	with	Horton-in-Ribblesdale	C.	of	E.	
(VA)	Primary	to	continue	the	successful	partnership,	
sharing	 a	 head,	 but	 to	 include	Austwick	C.	 of	E.	
(VA)	Primary	in	the	partnership	making	a	three	way	
confederation.	We	can	now	announce	that	a	suitable	
person	has	been	appointed	to	be	headteacher	of	all	
three	schools,	and	this	will	be	Mr.	Brian	Beresford	
who	will	take	up	the	post	on	January	1st,	2010.	Mr.	
Beresford,	 although	he	now	 lives	 in	Skipton,	was	
born	 near	Selside	 before	moving	 to	Halton	West.	
He	comes	with	excellent	references	from	a	Primary	
school	at	Whalley	near	Clitheroe	and	he	appears	to	
have	boundless	energy	which	is	a	necessity	for	the	
job!	I	am	sure	we	will	continue	to	see	great	things	
happening	at	the	school	–	watch	this	space!
	 On	Thursday	morning	 Clapham	 School	was	
pleased	to	welcome	a	visit	by	Wes	Magee	the	famous	
poet.	He	worked	with	the	KS1	children	from	Clapham,	
Austwick	and	Horton	creating	performance	poems	
and	sharing	his	poems	with	the	children.	The	children	
enjoyed	this	visit	so	much	that	we	are	hoping	to	invite	
him	back	again	in	the	new	year	to	work	with	the	KS2	
children.	This	is	part	of	the	Performing	Arts	Project	
in	which	the	three	schools	are	involved.	They	have	
received	a	grant	of	£10,000	from	the	Clore	Duffield	
Foundation	 to	 support	 performing	 arts	 during	 this	
academic	year.	The	children	will	be	 involved	 in	a	
variety	of	activities,	such	as	drumming	workshops,	
theatre	visits	and	workshops	and	dance	performance,	
which	will	give	the	children	an	opportunity	to	see	
professional	productions	and	performers	as	well	as	
take	part	themselves.	It	is	hoped	that	the	project	will	
culminate	in	a	major	production	involving	all	three	
schools	 next	 summer	 to	which	 the	 public	will	 be	
invited,	possibly	at	a	local	theatre.
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SPEED FUEL OILS

TEL. 015242 42048
ThornTon STATion YArd, inGLeTon   fAx: 015242 42445

Competitive local  
supplier of:
derv, Gas, oil, 
Kerosene & petrol

Authorised distributor for
FuChS LuBriCAnT SpeCiALiSTS

Tank Replacement Service available
DOMESTIC • AGRICULTURAL • INDUSTRIAL 

– HELPING HANDS –
If you don’t need weekly help but require help  
with one-off jobs, I could be the person you are 

looking for.
From taking-down curtains, preparing for a guest, 
waiting for an important delivery, preparing for  
the arrival of workmen and helping get back to  
normal when they have gone, help while you  
recuperate from an illness, sorting out that over-

flowing cupboard. Help moving-in or moving-out.

Contact Cherry Flitcroft
07969 984182 or 015242 51702

Your local supplier 
of TVs, Audios and 

Domestic Appliances

  •  SALES
        •  RENTALS
            •  SERVICE

21 Main Street, Bentham 
Tel. 015242 61259

Ingleton Industrial Estate 
Tel. 015242 41224

email: info@toobys.com

Settle
Chimney Sweep 
Services

4 Craven Terrace
Settle BD24 9DB

Tel. 01729 823683
Mobile. 07815 285321

Supplier of pots, cowls & bird nets

peter allen
FLOOR COVERINGS

	 	 l Quality Pine & oak Furniture
	 	 l Beds and Mattresses
	 	 l Karndean Design Showroom
uniT 2, SoWArTh fieLd induSTriAL 

eSTATe, SeTTLe
Telephone 01729 825122

open Mon, tues, thurs & Fri 10am to 4pm.  
Wednesday & Saturday  10am to 12.30pm

Welcome Customers Old & New

Opening Times

 Monday to Wednesday  9.00 – 5.30
 Thursday & Friday 9.00 – 8.00
 Saturday 9.00 – 2.00

No appointment necessary

12 CHURCH STREET, SETTLE
Telephone 01729 822888



this Free Newsletter aims to keep everyone in 
Clapham, Keasden and Newby in touch with what 
is happening in our community. it does, however, 
cost a not insignificant amount to produce, and 
advertising is a very necessary aid to the finances. 
an advert costs as little as £3 per issue.

For advertising your products and services, 
please contact ray hull on 015242 51492

articles, News and ideas please! for the next 
issue by 28th January, 2010 to  

the Village shop, 
lesley Crutchley: lesley@gildersbank.co.uk, 

Chrissie Bell: Chrisharte@aol.com,
mike Cornwell: mike–corn@tiscali.co.uk or 

ray hull: ray_rosie@btinternet.com.
articles submitted but not included in the present 

publication will be printed in future issues.

Wildlife at 
Clapham
In	the	last	newsletter	I	wrote	
about	 the	 large	 influx	 of	
Painted	 Lady	 Butterflies	
into	 this	 country	 and	 the	
local	area,	Quite	a	few	must	
have	stayed	and	bred	locally	
because	from	the	end	of	July	
freshly	 emerged	 Painted	
Ladies	were	 seen	 feeding	
on	 plants	 like	 Buddleia	
and	Thistles,	 by	 the	 end	of	
September	 there	were	 still	
a	few	Painted	Ladies	being	
seen	around	the	local	area.
	 Over	the	years	that	I	have	
been	writing	 the	Wildlife	
report	 I	 have	 had	 lots	 of	
reports	 of	 Grey	 Herons	
feeding	 on	Clapham	Beck	
in	the	village,	normally	when	the	herons	see	a	person	
they	 take	 off	 and	fly	 away,	 on	 the	 19th	August	 a	
juvenile	Grey	Heron	was	 seen	 on	Clapham	Beck	
and	it	 let	people	(and	dogs)	get	very	close	to	it.	It	
stayed	in	the	same	place	on	the	beck	for	most	of	the	
afternoon	and	early	evening	of	the	19th	and	it	was	
seen	four	days	later	on	the	23rd	August	in	exactly	the	
same	spot.
	 By	the	7th	August	 the	Swifts	had	left	 the	 local	
area,	 but	 on	 the	 11th	August	 one	Swift	was	 seen	
with	a	large	flock	of	Swallows	and	House	Martins	
over	Clapham	Moor	and	a	very	late	Swift	was	seen	
at	Ingleborough	Hall	on	the	6th	September.
	 On	the	3rd	September	five	Arctic	Terns	and	one	

Grey Heron on Clapham Beck

Black	Tern	were	 seen	 flying	west	 low	 along	 the	
course	of	the	River	Wenning	into	a	very	strong	north	
westerly	wind,	they	were	seen	from	Clapham	railway	
station.	Both	 these	 species	migrate	 across	 country	
from	the	Irish	Sea	to	the	North	Sea	in	spring	and	vice	
versa	in	autumn	and	they	are	regularly	seen	at	Stocks	
Reservoir	on	migration,	(One	Black	Tern	was	seen	
at	Heysham	Power	Station	outflows	two	days	later	
on	the	5th	September).
	 Other	migrant	 birds	 that	were	 seen	 around	 the	
local	area	were	two	Redstarts	at	Newby	Moor	–	21st	
August,	one	Whitethroat	at	Ingleborough	hall	–	21st	
August,	 one	Whitethroat	 on	 the	 old	 railway	 line	
near	Clapham	Station	 –	 23rd	August,	 one	Wood	
Warbler	near	Clapham	Station	–	16th	August,	one	
Grasshopper	Warbler	and	one	Lesser	Whitethroat	on	
Newby	Moor	–	20th	September,	Two	Whinchats	at	
Newby	Moor	–	2nd	September	and	three	Whinchats	
at	Crook	Beck	–	20th	September.	Five	Chiffchaffs	
were	 seen	and	heard	calling	around	 the	 local	area	
–	 20th	 September.	One	Willow	Warbler	 and	 two	
Spotted	Flycatchers	were	seen	at	Clapham	Station	–	
20th	September.
	 One	 Green	Woodpecker	 was	 heard	 calling	
regularly	around	the	grounds	of	Ingleborough	Hall	
between	the	13th	and	21st	August.	
	 One	male	Emperor	Dragonfly	was	seen	patrolling	
around	 the	 pond	 at	High	Hazel	Hall	 Farm	 –	 7th	
August.

Tim Hutchinson
Smithy cottage
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Septic tanks
Emptying & Maintenance

p J richardson
Registered Waste Carrier No. NYK/642908

CLAphAm, LAnCASTer
Telephone 015242 51488

mobile 07885 462 909

Andrew Morphet
National Diploma in Horticulture

Landscape 
Gardener

General garden & commercial 
maintenance

Telephone (Ingleton) 42122 
Mobile 07870 659515

newsholme & Son
(established 1950)

Electrical Engineers
STATion roAd, CLAphAm

Write or phone 015242 51383
Domestic • agricultural installations • Security 
Lighting and Burglar alarms • Fire alarm Systems • 
additional electrical circuits • Faults • Breakdowns 
• cooker and Night Store

 heater repairs.
No call-out charges, No VAT, Free estimates

L. PRESTON & SONS
Proprietor: iaN PreStoN

ToWn heAd GArAGe
AuSTWiCK

Telephone 015242 51391

New & used Car Sales 
M.O.T. Testing & Repairs

JuStin MeRRy
quality interior and  
exterior decorating

AlSo tRADitionAl liME MoRtAR 
pointinG AnD REpAiR

For estimate or quotation phone:
015242 62664 or 07976 357560

or email ribbledale@yahoo.co.uk

HARRISON & CROSS LTD.
niCeiC ApproVed eLeCTriCAL ConTrACTorS

unit 6, Sidings industrial estate, Settle
WHAT WE CAN DO FOr YOU!

THE ONE-STOP SHOP
Complete	and	partial	rewires,	electrical	checks	on	existing	

installations.	Small	appliance	testing.	 
Televisions	supplied	and	installed,	aerials	erected.

Visit	our	extensive	electrical	appliance	showroom	for	Chest	
Freezers,	Larder	Fridges,	Washing	Machines,	Tumble	Dryers,	
Dishwashers,	Cookers,	Microwaves	and	Vacuum	Cleaners.

BrIGHTEN UP YOUr HOME
Our	lighting	showroom	will	give	you	all	the	latest	ideas,	 
we	offer	a	free	design	service	with	installation	if	required.

Telephone: 01729 823423. Email: harrisoncross@cooptel.net

Bentham physiotherapy Clinic
For Fast, Effective Physiotherapy

marie Colyer McSP
Chartered Physiotherapist

registered with health Professions council

phone: (015242) 62216

Mount Pleasant
high Bentham

established since 1998
BuPa and PPP registered

Margaret Wilding
q Garden Design  q Planting

q Garden Advice

Garden Consultation Gift Vouchers  
are available . . .

a green gift with a difference for that  
special occasion

Visit my website to see examples of garden projects:
www.margaretwildinggardens.co.uk

01729 825828

PHYSIOfirst


