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Parish Council Report
The Parish Council met on 26 February and 26th 
March, 2013. 
 The Parish Council would like to thank Richard 
Grayston for all the hard work he carried out as 
Parish Caretaker. Now that Richard has resigned, the 
Council are recruiting a new Caretaker. If you are 
interested in the post then please contact the Parish 
Clerk, Gillian Muir. Her contact details are below. 
 The Parish Council has gratefully received a 
£1500 grant from the Forest of Bowland AONB to 
carry out Parish Caretaker services in the AONB area 
of the parish. The Parish is now considering how to 
allocate this money.
	 There	are	a	significant	number	of	highways	issues	
outstanding which have remained unresolved over 
the past months. The Council will liaise with the 
new Highways Inspector about these matters once 
she takes up her post in April. 
 Able Memorials has now removed the Millennium 
Stone for repair, restoration and cleaning. It will 
be re-located in a more vertical position within the 
YDNPA car park. 
 Bus timetables are now on display at both 
bus	 stops	 in	Clapham.	Timetable	 leaflets	 are	 also	
available from the village shop. The train timetable 
will soon be displayed on the Parish Council notice 
board next to the village shop.
 The Parish Council has learned that the Little 
Red Bus will not be providing the 581 bus service 
from June 2013. North Yorkshire County Council 
(NYCC) is considering tenders for this service. The 
Parish Council will be expressing its concern to 
NYCC at the reduced level of service that has been 
proposed. 
 United Utilities has completed construction work 
at Clapham Station and the new sewer system has 
been accepted into the mains sewerage network. 
Restoration work to the green will be carried out when 
the weather improves. The Company has thanked the 

residents of Clapham Station and Parish Council for 
their continuing patience and co-operation. 
 Councilor Bratt updated the Parish Council on the 
continuing efforts being made by Clapham School 
to replace the temporary classroom that has been in 
place for 45 years. The School has accepted an offer 
made by NYCC to construct a modern, modular 
purpose built classroom with cedar cladding on 
the site of the current temporary classroom. An 
amended planning application will be submitted to 
Craven District Council. The Parish Council offered 
its support to the School in its efforts to improve 
classroom facilities. 
 Craven District Council (CDC) has renewed 
the planning permission for the development of 
the old Mercedes Garage. The Developers have 
indicated that they wish to amend the Section 106 
agreement. This agreement is often used to minimise 
the impact of a development on a local community. 
CDC has reported that a request for this has not yet 
been submitted. The Parish Council has resolved to 
monitor the situation closely. 
 The Parish Council has purchased two new 
grit bins with a grant received from Rural Action 
Yorkshire as part of their Warm Homes, Healthy 
People Project. The bins are now located at the village 
shop and village hall. The aim is to improve safety 
for local residents especially the elderly and more 
vulnerable during wintery weather. 
 Settle Swimming Pool and Craven Citizens 
Advice Bureau will both receive donations from the 
Parish Council to support the services they provide 
to the wider community. 
 The Parish council has considered the following 
applications: 
•	 18/2013/13264	Wenning	Bank,	Clapham	Station:	

Replacement of existing rotting single glazed 
window frames with hardwood double glazed 
units. 

Continued on page three



2

Thomas Redhead
Solid Fuel & LPG gas supplier

All grades and sizes of coal, 
every available smokeless fuel

Netted Logs • Kindling • Bottled Gas
all delivered to your door

QuaLity, reLiaBiLity & choice
Garden Compost now available

015242 41626 or 41212

l Timber
l Locks and Key Cutting
l Paint and Paint Mixing
l Curtain Tracks and Poles
l Housewares

Advice and information for 
older people and their carers

cheapside, settle bd24 9ew
 tel: 01729 823066
 01729 825669

registered Charity number: 700054

North craveN

Wheildon’S
plumbing & heating

established 1972

l Boiler installation & Maintenance
l Ground Source headpumps
l Solar Panels
l underfloor heating
l Bespoke Bathrooms

now open Sundays
11am to 4pm

GreenheAd offiCe, off CroSS lAne, 
loWer BenthAm lA2 7eS

telephone 015242 62330

newsholme & Son
(established 1950)

Electrical Engineers
StAtion roAd, ClAphAm

Write or phone 015242 51383
Domestic • agricultural installations • Security 
Lighting and Burglar alarms • Fire alarm Systems • 
additional electrical circuits • Faults • Breakdowns 
• cooker and Night Store heater repairs.
No call-out charges, No VAT, Free estimates

AsHfieLd d.i.Y. Ltd.
Full range of DIY products including:

Number one for diY in settle

in AsHfieLd CAr PArK
sTATioN roAd, seTTLe Bd24 9AA

Telephone 01729 823002

l. preSton & SonS
Proprietor: iaN PreStoN

toWn heAd GArAGe
AUStWiCK

telephone 015242 51391

New & Used Car Sales 
M.O.T. Testing & Repairs

Mark Watson
Home & Garden Maintenance

07759 680938 • 07759 680943 
Low Bentham 015242 62038

Digging, fencing, hedge trimming, mowing, 
paving, planting, power washing spraying, 

strimming, turfing, gutters cleared
Loft insulating, pointing, rendering, painting

No job too small, reasonable rates, 
estimates given.
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chUrch News
The Vicar writes . . .
A team from Wycliffe Hall, a theological college in 
Oxford, enjoyed a good week of Yorkshire hospitality, 
whilst experiencing rural life and ministry. The team 
was lead by Liz Hoare (Tutor in Prayer and Pastoral 
Studies at Wycliffe Hall) and consisted of five 
ordinands (trainee vicars), two ordinands’ wives 
and a baby! 
 The team spent their eight days predominantly 
in the parishes of Austwick, Clapham, Ingleton and 
Eldroth, where Rev Ian Greenhalgh organised the 
programme and hosted the team in his parishes. As 
a team they spent time in the local primary schools 
teaching the children about Easter, preached in 
numerous local churches, visited parishioners, spent 
a day in Giggleswick school, attended the Women’s 
Institute, braved a Parish walk, attended coffee 
mornings and were hosted by numerous people for 
delicious meals. 
 They found that the week was a really good insight 
into life in a rural parish and what it might look like 
to minister and live in such a setting. They enjoyed 
getting to know different people, sharing their faith 
and having opportunities to share the good news of 
Easter. They are really grateful to all those people 
who made their visit possible and hosted them so 
well. 
 The team hope that their visit has encouraged the 
people they met to think more about Christian faith 
and belief. The members of the team were inspired 
by the people that they met during their time in 
North Yorkshire and they hope that they were an 
encouragement to those they met too.

Church Notices
AGM for St. James Church on Monday, 8th April 
at 7.30pm in Church.
Quiet Day at Parceval Hall on Thursday, 25th April, 
9.30am–3.30pm. Marvellous venue, excellent food, 
great gardens. Please let the Vicar know if you would 
like to attend.
Special Ceilidh at Eldroth Village Hall on Saturday, 
27th April.7.30pm with Buttered Peas. Sponsored by 
Eldroth Church.
Parish Walks on Saturday, 6th April, meet at 
Austwick Church at 0930am. 
Annual Primrose Walk  on Sunday, 12th May – 
meet at Austwick Church 3.00pm – afternoon teas 
provided on the way back.
Lambing Service on Sunday, 19th May at Wenning-
side Farm beginning at 7.00pm.All welcome. 

•	 C/18/65K	–	Old	Masons’	Yard	–	amended	appli-
cation for full planning permission for conversion 
of	existing	office	to	a	5	bedroomed	holiday	let.

The following application has been withdrawn:
•	 18/2012/13206:	Woodgill	 Farm	 Keasden:	

Demolition of Existing Farmhouse and Erection 
of Replacement Dwelling. 

The Annual Parish Meeting was held on the 26th 
March. The Chairman gave a summary of the 
Council’s work for the past year. One resident 
raised a concern that the location of the felt work 
resulting from art workshops carried out as part of the 
Millennium Stone project is unknown. It is not in the 
possession of the Parish Council. Please do contact 
the Council if you are aware of its location.
  The Parish Council meets on the 4th Tuesday 
of each month (except December when it is 3rd 
Tuesday) and meetings take place in the Village Hall 
starting at 7.30pm. Everyone is welcome to attend.
 Parish Clerk Gillian Muir can be contacted by 
email claphamclerk@btinternet.com or by phone 
015242 51775. 
	 Responsible	Financial	Officer	Nicola	Saward	can	
be contacted on nicola.saward@btinternet.com or by 
phone 015242 51703.

Parish Council Report – continued

CROOKLANDS~ ~
Rural 4 Star Silver B&B

Old Road, Clapham
Tel: 015242 51813

17th Century former farmhouse with peaceful south 
facing views over Bowland. One double room and one 

double/or twin room, both en-suite.
Hearty breakfasts from locally sourced ingredients.

Ideal for walkers, cyclists and tourists

www.crooklandsclapham.co.uk

Telephone: 015242 51813
Mobile: 07990 972070

A 17 th Century former Farmhouse 
in the Yorkshire Dales

www.CrooklandsClapham.co.uk

e-mail: info@crooklandsclapham.co.uk
Telephone:  015242 51813

Mobile: 079909 72070

From M6
At Junction 36 (from north) take A65 to Skipton. 
From south, at Junction 34 take A683 to Kirkby 
Lonsdale, then A687 to Ingleton and A65. On 
entering Ingleton, turn left at the Masons Arms, 
signposted B6255 to Hawes. Go straight over one 
set of cross roads, and when beginning to climb up 
out of Ingleton, there is a signpost to Clapham to 
the right along the Old Road, and Cycle Route 68.  
Take this road and travel 2.3 miles approximately, 
and Crooklands is on the right hand side.

From Skipton A65
Take the turning to Clapham. The road will take 
you past the New Inn Hotel on the right hand side 
as you enter the village. Follow the road over the 
bridge and past The Village Store on the right. Take 
the second turning on the right – Cross Haw Lane, 
signposted to the Village Hall. Continue straight 
on out of the village up the hill, and Crooklands 
is the first house on the left about ¼ mile after you 
pass the road to Newby, i.e. about 1½ miles from 
The Village Store.

Sat Navs
Some Sat Navs will direct you via Newby village 
– this is steep and narrow. If unavoidable, turn off 
the A65 at the Little Chef & come up through the 
village with the green on your left, to a T-junction 
with the hamlet of  Newby Cote opposite. Turn 
left. After ¼ mile there will be two barns, one on 
each side of the road. Crooklands is immediately 
after, on the left.

how to find us

Old Road
Clapham

North Yorkshire
LA2 8HY

Photography by Tony Dilger  07811 665236
Design & Print by Red Hot Pixel  015242 51542

JAMES 
MARSHALL
Joiner & Carpenter

Established 1988

KEASDEN • CLAPHAM
Telephone 015242 51687 
or Mobile 07813 117814
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Ann Stewart
Dry Stone Walling
Tel/Fax: 015242 51118
e-mail: ann@eggshell2.demon.co.uk

2 Eggshell Lane, Clapham
via Lancaster, North Yorkshire LA2 8EP

Professional Member Dry Stone Walling Association

Home Barn 
Foods

Outside catering for all events

Lucy Knowles
Fiach Cottage, Feizor, Austwick,  

via Lancaster LA2 8DF

Telephone:
01729 825626 or 07738 922 524

Is YOUR home secure?

3 Sowarth Industrial Estate, Settle • 01729 825559 
www.timberworksltd.co.uk

         and instore at 
Timberworks now...

Helping you to 
improve your home 
safety with expert 
lock & security 
advice available

British Standard 5 lever 
mortice locks 
Padlocks & window locks
Bolts, door chains & viewers
Key cutting
Locks keyed alike

NEW

Timber and DIY Merchant
Timberworks

CLAPHAM VILLAGE HALL
We have special rates for charities and for 

fundraisers at only £25 per session (5 hours) 
for the whole hall, and  

£45 for Private Functions, Parties etc.
• • • •

  Please consider us when planning an event.
 This vital village resource 

‘NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT’
• • • •

  Contact KATHY HALL for bookings  
on 015242 51232
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portraits • groups • occasions
events • documentary • PR
advertising • leaflets • brochures
community arts projects

“natural rapport and empathy  
makes a photo-shoot fun and creative”

Lawkland  01729 824537
www.veronicasgallery.co.uk

Veronica  Caperon lrps

Grass Cuttin
g

Garden maintenance

logs & firewood

Any odd Jobs

hedge laying

Walling & fencing

hard landscaping

mini digger

Tel: 07742 727664

J. HARTLEY & SONS
Office: 015242 41298

Our stall will be back for 2013 and with a New 
Heading! The Orchard group has run the Fruit-Share 
Stall on Summer Saturdays for the past two years. 
It is still early days for the fruit trees and bushes 
planted through the Community Orchard Scheme and 
our stall to date has seen much more in the way of 
surplus	vegetables,	herbs	and	flowers	so	generously	
donated. The stall’s name has been tweaked slightly 
to	Food-Share	to	reflect	this.
 Our stall will be next to Croft Cafe on 6th July 
from 10 to 12 every Saturday, enabling the sharing 
of produce, bringing together the generosity and the 
need in this community. This is no-cost ( or low-cost) 
food, locally produced and available to anyone.
 The Community Orchard is part of a much 
bigger whole: the Clapham Sustainability venture. 
This encompasses a number of projects, all aimed 
at sharing the talents and resources within our 
community, whilst reducing costs and wastage. 
Projects include keeping bees, making bio-diesel, 
bulk oil purchase, waste reduction and recycling, and 
growing potatoes. We have invited the other projects 
to take turns in joining us, Saturday by Saturday, on 
the stall. They will be able to share, with whoever 

comes, what they are doing and what they hope to 
do – and where relevant, what they are producing. 
(Don’t get too hopeful about the honey if this summer 
turns out like the last!) 
 We will let you know in the June Newsletter 
exactly which project will be joining us when.
 So, from July 6th onwards, do come along and see 
what we are doing. Come along and help yourself, you 
will be most welcome. If you grow fruit or vegetables 
and	find	you	have	more	than	you	need,	bring	it	to	us	
for sharing with others. Equally, if you can offer spare 
time, practical skills, advice to amateur growers, that 
would be wonderful! We welcome new ideas and 
initiatives – food for thought!

Clapham Community Orchard Group
(Contact person: Wendy Jennings, 51455)

Fruit-share plus . . . .

The Ribblesdale 
Area Moving 
Picture Show

Saturday, 27th April at 7.30pm.  
Clapham Village Hall
Admission £5 on door

TRAMPS is pleased to be involved with the opening 
tour	of	the	much	awaited	film	shot	in	Settle	and	the	
surrounding area of the Yorkshire Dales with many 
local faces and scenery you will recognise. Directed 
by Austwick born Dan Hartley of Rogue Runner 
productions and brought to a venue near you by 
TRAMPS in association with local village halls.

Lad, A Yorkshire Story
From the heart of a boy comes the story of a man. A  
heart-warming story of a thirteen year old boy who 
comes to terms with the loss of his father through the 
friendship he forms with a National Park Ranger in 
the Yorkshire Dales. Lad recently won a top prize at 
the Alaska Film Festival.
  Lad sold out when it was recently shown at 
Victoria Hall Settle so please come and support 
TRAMPS in Clapham and arrive early to bag your 
seat.

It will also be shown on: 
Friday, 19th April, at Bentham Town Hall at 
8.00pm. £5 on door
Friday, 26th April, Austwick Village Hall at 7.30pm. 
(£5 on door or £4.50 in advance from Austwick 
village shop)
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RiCHARd GRAYSTON
General Handyman – any small job

––  logs by the load  ––
manor house Cottage, newby Cote
Tel. 015242 51784 • Mobile: 07584 221259

k Gardening 
k Wood cutting 
k hedge trimming
k Painting and Decorating

instant

photoprints

Tel: 01729 823990

20 Station Road • Settle 
North Yorkshire • BD24 9AA

hello@iprintshop.co.uk

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm

FREE PARKING AT THE DOOR

NOW WITH  PHOTOBOOTH  SELF-SERVICE PHOTO  PRINTING * 

*from Camera Memory Cards 
or USB sticks, also Slides, 

Pictures or Films Scanned  
to Memory cards.

STACkSTEAdS LEiSuRE CENTRE
TATTERTHORN LANE, iNGLETON

Offering a 15 metre indoor swimming pool
with stunning views of Ingleborough,

 a jacuzzi spa, a sauna and gymnasium.

l Limited membershiips available l

New Local 
Leisure CeNtre

For more info phone 015242 41386 or
e-mail enquiries@stacksteadfarm.co.uk

or visit www.stacksteadfarm.co.uk

Robert Pryce
Certified Electrician based in Bentham
Domestic, Commercial, 
Test & Inspect    Not VAT registered

www.rpryceelectrical.co.uk
robert@ rpryceelectrical.co.uk

  07816 304220

Scott SanderSon
Painter & Decorator
InterIor & exterIor

Estimates Given

13 IngfIeld lane
Settle, north YorkShIre 

Bd24 9Ba

01729 825670
07745 155871

do you need transport to get 
to appointments or go 

shopping? Give us a call

015242 62753

For Professional, Effective, Chartered 
Physiotherapy for all your musculoskeletal 

and Women’s Health Problems

Phone 015242 62216
www.benthamphysio.co.uk

Physiotherapy
clinic

Bentham



Beckside Yarns
& Needlecrafts

A Gallery full of fabulous yarns by Norro, 
Colinette, Debbie Bliss, Rowan, 
Brigantia, Lang, Louisa Harding, 
RYC, Gedifra and many more

Help and advice always on hand 
Call 015242 51122

 Beckside Gallery
www.becksideyarns.com Church Avenue, Clapham
info@becksideyarns.com North Yorkshire LA2 8eA

Down to Earth
RHS Qualified Gardeners

Full maintenance and cost-effective 
improvements, Design and Planting,  

Wildflower Introduction, Grass cutting contracts. 
All gardens large or small need the  

‘Down to Earth’ approach to gardening.

References available.

Please contact Joyce on
015242 22584

or mobile 078521 29852

Bethel Chapel 
On Monday, 6th May between 10 am and 4 pm, we 
are holding an Open Day with all donations going 
to the Yorkshire Air Ambulance. This will consist 
of a display of  keep-sakes, old photographs, School 
photos, newspaper cuttings and home-made crafts. 
Lunches will be served and there will be a cake 
stall. 
 There will also be a competition for children. This 
will consist of a:
l A stone wall, no bigger than 25cm long and 8cm 

high. 
l An animal made of vegetables or fruit. 
l A miniature garden on a plate, no bigger than 

25cm. 
l The three age groups are: 5–7 years, 8–10 years 

and 10–14 years. 

Please could all entries be brought to Bethel between 
9 and 9-45 am, so that they can be judged. 
		 Entry	is	free	and	open	to	all	children.	The	first	
prize in each group will be £5. 

  Any questions Rose or Denise.

Milk deliveries
Brenda Everson of the Green, Clapham has taken 
over milk deliveries in Clapham and district from 
1st April.
 She continues the business that Tom Coultherd 
and his father Ned before him have been supplying 
milk in the area for the many, many years.
 Thankyou Tom and best wishes to Brenda

Table Tennis
 at Clapham Village Hall. 

Open to all ages,
from beginners to the more 

capable
Wednesdays  

from 7.00–9.00pm
Fun for all.

Everyone welcome.

For information contact:
Jackie	Kingsley	on	51240

 email: arbutushouse@
btinternet.com

or Jim Fox on 51063
Cost: £2.00 per session  

£1.00 for under 18’s

62nd Annual Exhibition 
Clapham Art Group will be holding its 

62nd annual exhibition at  
Clapham Village Hall 

from  
Saturday, 25th May to Sunday, 2nd June.

Opening times 11.00am to 6.00pm every day. 
Admission 50p

The Preview will be held on Friday 24th May at 
8.00 pm to which everyone is welcome. 

Bags2School
A fantastic sum of £190 has been raised from the 
last Bags2School collection. Thank you to everyone 
who collected on our behalf with a special thank you 
to	 the	Coultherd	 family	 for	 the	many	 leaflets	 they	
distributed and for supervising the bags on the day
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 Windows 
 Doors 
 Bespoke Conservatories 
 Roofline 
 Sliding Sash Windows 
 Stable Doors 
 Composite Doors by Rockdoor 

& Door-Stop International 
 14 different Woodgrains 
 Farrow & Ball / RAL Chart  

Colour bonded PVCu  
 Hardwood windows 

Dalesview Business Centre  
Old Road, Clapham LA2 8JH 

015242 51705 
www.airevalleyglass.co.uk 

Bridge Road, Sutton-in-Craven 
Keighley BD20 7ES 

01535 634788 
airevalleyglass@btconnect.com 

A Family-Run  
Business Established 

Over 25 Years 

Manufacturers & Installers of Top Quality Made-to-Measure: 
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Chimney Sweeping Services

property maintenance ltd

Fully trained, clean, professional service.

Institute of Chimney Sweeps registered member
(ICS) certificate with every sweep.

Chimney repairs, birds nest removal, 
bird guards, cowls, pots, 

CCTV chimney inspections, etc.

Tel: 015242 51106 · Mobile: 07779 885125

Above & Below
A local company providing outdoor
activities in the area – rock climbing, 
caving, hill walking, gorge scrambling, 
abseiling and mountain bike guiding. 
Groups, families, individuals and 
training courses catered for – complete 
novices to advanced skills.

DUNCAN MORRISON
Greenstead, Newby, Clapham LA2 8HR

Tel. 01524 51011
email: info@aboveandbelow.org.uk
Web: www. aboveandbelow.org.uk

Member of AALA • ACI • AMI

Pause for Thought
It occurred to me the other day whilst lying on the 
chair-bed at the blood donor session how fortunate 
we are to have our good health.
 Having just given my 50th donation I console 
myself with the fact that there is some blood in the 
‘Piggy Bank’ should we need it.
 Some of us, one day in our life, may need a 
transfusion,	so	if	you	are	fit	and	healthy	why	not	just	
give 30 minutes of your time at Ingleton or Settle to 
help someone less fortunate.
 Blood is urgently needed, so just telephone  
0300 123 23 23 or visit blood.co.uk for further details. 
It makes such a difference to those who those who 
are in need of a transfusion.

Richard Sexton

national Blood transfusion ServiceClapham Playpark
Every year we need to raise around £1,500 to pay 
for insurance etc, and we are very grateful to the 
following who have recently made contributions 
towards this sum: Stephen Williams, Jim Fox and 
David	and	Jackie	Kingsley	 for	donating	 the	 ticket	
income from their Ghostlight evening of ghost 
stories, poetry and music at Arbutus House; David 
Crutchley through sales of his excellent calendar; 
collection tins in Clapham Bunkhouse and the village 
shop; and a grant from the Biodiesel Project. 
 Now that Spring is here (!), we’re getting the Park 
ready for local children and visitors to enjoy. The 
new	sandpit	will	be	filled	soon,	and	on	Wednesday,	 
24th April we wi ll be carrying out small maintenance 
jobs that need doing to keep the Park looking well 
cared for. If you’d like to help please meet us in the 
Park at 6.30pm.
 We have noticed that a spring had appeared near 
the Church Road entrance, which we assumed was 
due to a blocked drain. Highways checked the drains 
in the road and said they were clear, which meant that 
the blockage was in the Park. We are very grateful 
to Dave Clark, who investigated the problem and 
cleared the blocked drain.
 Finally, a reminder that residents and organisations 
can book our marquee for parties or events in the 
Park, in return for a donation of £30 for private parties 
and £50 for organisations. The marquee is roughly 5 
x 10m and 3.5m at its highest point, and we can help 
put it up and take it down. If you are planning an event 
and would like to use the marquee please contact 
Eddie on 51030 at least two weeks beforehand.

Don 51775 
Tracey 51856

Les 51055
Clapham Park Association

give blood
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Village people . . .     ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

When I write these articles I usually pick up on some 
detail and use it for a headline in the hope that it will 
catch your attention and encourage you to read on. 
This month you will have to write in your own title 
because I don’t know which one to choose from a 
wide selection. 
 One of my Clapham Newsletter spies whom I 
cannot name (but her full name begins with Rosie) 
tipped me off that it might be a good idea to interview 
John and Diane Elphinstone who run Crooklands, 
the B&B guesthouse on the old top road near Newby 
Cote. It was a very good suggestion because theirs is 
a fascinating story. 
 Diane’s family lived on the Isle of Man but they 
moved to South Africa when her mother was a small 
child because she suffered from asthma and it was 
thought	 she	would	 benefit	 from	a	milder	 climate.	
When she grew up she became a music teacher and 
Diane’s	 father	was	 a	 doctor	 in	Krugersdorp,	 near	
Johannesburg. Later they moved to Ramsgate, near 
Durban where the neighbouring town was Margate. 
Just	to	complete	the	Kentish	connection	their	house	
was called Broadstairs. Diane was born there in 
1954 and had one sister and one stepbrother because 
her parents divorced and her mother re-married. 
She loved the climate. Who wouldn’t? (Weather in 
Durban today: sunny, 23°C; weather in Clapham 
today: light snow 0°C.) She hated boarding school so 
much that she begged to leave at 16 and her mother 
agreed, provided that she got excellent exam results. 
Diane worked so hard that she achieved the required 
grades and was rewarded by a transfer to a local 
school which she left at 18 to become a radiographer. 
She enjoyed the training, part of which she spent at 
a black hospital in the days of the apartheid system. 
One of the porters taught her Zulu during their 
lunchtimes and she helped him with his English. Her 
parents held liberal views and this of course led to 
problems with the authorities who enforced the evil 
regime. One example is that the black maids who 
were employed by every middle class family were 
not allowed to let their children visit them in white 
areas but Diane’s family sought ways to get round 
this. 
 As soon as she was qualified and had saved 
enough money Diane set off on a journey to see the 
world.	Her	first	port	of	call	was	Notting	Hill	where	
she worked in a run down hospital. She wanted to 
work here long enough to acquire a British passport 
to enable her to travel to countries in Scandinavia 
and elsewhere which did not recognise South African 
passports in the days of apartheid. 
 One day she decided that commuting would be 

easier if she bought a motor bike but there were a 
couple of slight problems. One was that she did not 
know where to buy such a machine and the second 
was that she had no idea how to start it or ride it. The 
shop helpfully suggested that they would deliver it 
to a training centre so that she might avoid adding 
to our road accident statistics and she enjoyed the 
training so much that she became the chief tea lady 
and later became an instructor. It was at this time that 
she went on her bike to a party and met a chap in a 
red jumper with his leg in plaster. 
	 When	I	first	talked	to	John	last	week	his	leg	was	
in plaster and he was wearing a red jumper. Perhaps 
he has spent his whole life like this. He was born 
in	Sevenoaks,	Kent	in	1949	and	had	one	sister.	His	
mother was a housewife and his father was an actuary 
who	had	special	expertise	in	the	field	of	pensions.	
Later he became a stockbroker. John enjoyed a 
comfortable childhood during which he attended prep 
school and then Loretto, a public school with which 
his family had connections in that his grandmother 
was	the	daughter	of	the	first	headmaster.	John	enjoyed	
geography but hated almost everything else and found 
the whole experience of education rather unexciting. 
He left school after O levels and went to technical 
college in the hope that he would eventually acquire 
the	qualifications	to	train	as	a	doctor.	However,	he	had	
to settle for a course in Food Technology at Reading 
but he failed his exams and so he began work as a 
trainee	production	manager	at	a	firm	making	cocktail	
cherries and other foodstuff After three years he too 
decided that it was time to see the world. He set off 
on	a	camping	bus	trip	to	Kathmandu.	(You	will	have	
to look it up in your atlas but I can tell you that it is 
further east than Scarborough). He also visited places 
such as Singapore and Australia and it was whilst 
he was there that he received an invitation to his 
sister’s 21st birthday party the following weekend. 
He arrived unannounced and stayed here working 
as a taxi driver for four years and then moving back 
into food production. 
	 One	 famous	firm	for	which	he	worked	had	 the	
contract to supply UHT milk to HMS Britannia. 
The Duke of Edinburgh said that the milk tasted like 
gnat’s p*ss but I dare not spell out the word in full 
because it may offend some of our more sensitive 
readers and jeopardize my chances of a knighthood. 
He had other quality control jobs in the food industry 
and it was at this time that he went to a party where 
he met a gorgeous red headed girl who arrived in 
style on a motorbike. They continued to meet on a 
casual basis at parties until Diane invited him to a 
ball. John explained that he couldn’t dance but Diane 
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asked if he could eat at the event and so they began 
their relationship on a sound footing. 
 In my opinion enjoying eating and avoiding 
dancing is a recipe for a long and happy marriage. 
Some time later John proposed but Diane initially 
declined because it was before noon on April Fools’ 
Day. When he tried again in the afternoon she 
accepted and they were married on October 20th in 
Ascot. 
 They began married life in Sevenoaks. Diane was 
the radiography manager at St. Thomas’s Hospital in 
London	and	John	worked	for	a	pest	control	firm.	They	
had a number of prestigious contracts with various 
government departments and his work also took him 
on several occasions into Buckingham Palace where 
he	officially	chased	the	royal	rats	and	mice.	He	was	
so busy and worked such long hours that their social 
life died so he left after thirteen years to return to the 
food industry where he was responsible for banana 
ripening. Many an M&S banana has received John’s 
nod of approval before it appeared on the shelf 
 John’s parents moved to Scotby, near Carlisle and 
whenever John and Diane visited them they would 
stop en route at their favourite B&B so that they could 
walk in the Dales. The owner of the B&B suggested 
to them they might enjoy doing something similar so 
the seeds were planted in their minds and they bore 
fruit two years later when they moved to Crooklands 
on 15th September 2009. They had looked at various 
possibilities and done their research but it was not 
until they moved in that they realised just how 
delightful the house and the setting are. They were 
overwhelmed by the friendliness and generosity they 
were shown by so many local people which must 
have helped them overcome any doubts they had 
about whether or not a new lifestyle in a new area 
would suit them. They received invaluable advice and 
support from people such as David, Jackie and Alan 
who	have	experience	in	this	field	and	in	return	they	
try to buy all they can locally to support our village 
life. We met someone who stayed at Crooklands last 
summer and she was so full of praise that they must 
be doing a good job. 
 They have joined the Sustainability group, the 
Clapham bee keepers and the allotment scheme and 
they still enjoy walking. Whilst Diane is looking 
after her bees John is doing his green woodwork, 
producing objects ranging in size from candlesticks 
to rocking chairs. 
 Their idyllic country existence was violently 
interrupted on October 15th, 2012 when John fell 
from a ladder whilst painting the garage. He sustained 
very serious fractures but he could not move to 

summon help. Diane was inside the house decorating 
and completely unaware of the accident. She could 
not understand why their Jack Russell, named Jack, 
would not stop barking loudly because he would 
normally shut up when told to do so. Eventually 
she went outside to see what the problem was and 
discovered more than she had bargained for. The 
air ambulance was summoned and John was ferried 
to Preston where he spent ten days before being 
transferred to Castlebergh for a similar length of time. 
They particularly asked me to say how wonderful was 
the treatment he received and said that the quality of 
care in Castlebergh was outstanding, a point worth 
remembering when we hear of the next closure of 
local	 health	 care	 facilities.	The	 rescue	was	filmed	
and will be shown in a future episode of Helicopter 
Heroes. Jack has yet to agree with his agent about 
the size of his fee for an interview. 
 So, to return to the beginning, you can now pick 
your own title from the following short-list:
  Jack, The Four Legged Hero. (The Mail ?) 

Stunning Redheaded Biker Goes Partying. 
 (The Sun?) 
Palace Pests Cause Panic. (The Express?) 
The Duke Shows Discerning Taste. (The Daily   
 Telegraph ?) 
Yet Another Royal Gaffe. (The Guardian?) 

Stuart Marshall
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mark Jonathan White BMSc (hons), BDS (hons)
A warm welcome awaits you from our trained and friendly 

staff. Call in for more information.
Family Dentistry, orthodontics, replacement of missing 

teeth, Dental implants, cosmetic dentistry, tooth 
whitening, orthopaedic jaw and bite problems.

Opening Hours:
Mon, tue, Wed: 9.00am – 12.30pm, 1.30pm – 5.00pm

thurs : 1.00pm – 5.00pm, 6.00pm – 9.00pm

66 main Street, high Bentham  tel. 015242 64813

Dental PracticeOrganic, fresh, locally grown Box and 
home shopping scheme.

Vegetables, fruit and groceries 
weekly to your door.

There is NO £2 delivery charge
for Clapham residents.

Telephone
015242 51723

growing
with grace
growing
with grace

FRESH, LOCAL ORGANiC FRuiT  
& VEGETABLES

available form our Farm Shop and at  
delivery points (clapham Village Store)

new ‘Bags of Gold’  
– a weekly bag of vegetables/salad  

from £8.00 or fruit from £7.00.
Visit . . . www.growingwithgrace.org.uk

or ring 015242 51723
open 7 days a week from 10.30am to 4.30pm

Margaret Wilding
q Garden Design  q Planting

q Garden Advice

Garden Consultation Gift Vouchers  
are available . . .

a green gift with a difference for that  
special occasion

Visit my website to see examples of garden projects:
www.margaretwildinggardens.co.uk

2 Southview, Clapham Road, Austwick LA2 8BE
Tel. 015242 41310 • Mobile 07816 166340

Jenny M Parker
Bsc (Hons), MCSP, HPC

Chartered Physiotherapist
Specialising in the rehabilitation and  

prevention of injury

Mobile physiotherapy service offering comprehensive 
assessment and treatment of joint and spinal 
problems, sports injuries, respiratory and neurological 
conditions, all in the comfort of your own home. 
Cover for sporting events also available.

Please call to discuss your requirements and to 
book appointments.

Telephone: 015242 51049
Mobile: 07763 047160

Kitchens for Life . . . .
kitchen installations North West Ltd.

German kitchens by Schuller.

A local family firm with over 15 years 
experience and our reputation built upon 

recommendations.
Make an appointment to visit our showroom.

MARk BuTLER L.C.G.I.

Unit 3, Low Mills, Mill Lane, 
Low Bentham LA2 7DA

Tel. 63388 or 07831 151839
email: mark@kinw.co.uk  www.kinw.co.uk

Mike Barron
Kitchen and Cabinet Maker

Bespoke and hand-crafted furniture 
made to your specification.

Tel. 015242 62284 or 07799 067 315
e-mail: m.n.barron@hotmail.co.uk

oLd sCHooLHouse, roBiN LANe, 
HiGH BeNTHAM LA2 7AB

Some chainsaw work also undertaken!

John Murfin
Plumbing & Heating
	 l Boilers
	 l heating systems & installations
 l Gas Safe registered l LPG
 l Bathrooms designed, supplied  
  and installed  l tiling

01729 825833 l 07870 164249



N o w  s t o c k i n g  f a b u l o u s 
women’s, babies’ and children’s 
clothing!  All Fair Trade and 
using organic cotton where
possible.

We are renowned for our ever 
changing range of beautiful and 
unusual Fair Trade and recycled     
gifts from around the world.

Elemental of Ingleton
Your local Fair Trade shop

In addition we stock a wide range of natural skin and  
body care products, all parabens & SLES free, organic 

where possible

A very different shopping experience!

Find us at: 8 MAIN STREET, INGLEToN 
Just off the A65 in the village centre

Open 10.00 – 5.00 six days a week  –  Closed Mondays

Tel: 015242 42626   sales@elementallife.co.uk
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Clapham Primary School
Dear Sir or Madam
As Executive Headteacher of the three Primary Schools 
at Austwick, Clapham and Horton I have organised 
a sponsored walk, run, and cycle ride event on 20th 
April. The reason for this event is to generate funding 
for that which has been lost through the stringent cuts 
and reforms of the present Government. It is essential 
if we are to continue to provide the children of these 
local villages with the quality education to which they 
are accustomed and entitled.
 As a local business, I am aware that you contribute 
greatly to the local economy but I am forced to ask if 
you would be able to help us out with a donation. The 
transportation costs for the three schools are about 
£9000 per year and this is the amount we are seeking 
to replace through the organised event. If you were able 
to contribute to our efforts I, together with the staff and 
children of all three schools would be greatly in your 
debt. Cheques are payable to Horton School.
 I look forward to hearing from you at your 
convenience.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs Gill Woods  

(Executive Headteacher)
Telephone: 015242 51371

email: admin@clapham.n-yorks.sch.uk

Thank you
Betty Dinsdale would like to thank everyone who 
made her 90th birthday so special with their cards, 
gifts and best wishes.



Tai Chi Qigong
 at

clapham village hall

Quite simply, Tai Chi Qigong is good 
for your health

Thursdays from 9.00-10.00am

Cost £5.00 per session. 
*

Gentle	exercise	for	flexibility,	
balance, coordination, ease of 

breathing and relaxation. 
*

No previous experience or particular 
level	of	fitness	required.

Everyone welcome. 
*

For information contact:
Tony Bennett 07788474700 (text)

Email: tonybennett242@btinternet.
com

or	David	Kingsley	on	015242	51240
 email: arbutushouse@btinternet.com

Quiz Night
Bentham and District Pet Rescue will be hosting a 
quiz night on Saturday, 15th June. Stuart Marshall 
has very kindly agreed to be our quix master for the 
evening. More details will be posted on the village 
noticeboard in May.

More Tea and Haiku
AGE	UK	North	 Craven	 ran	 a	 second	Tea and 
Haiku creative writing class in the Village Hall last 
Wednesday.
 Session organiser Richard Daniels gave a visual 
presentation on the Japanese poetry form. The 
would-be poets then took a short walk in the village 
for inspiration. After enjoying home-made cake and 
a selection of loose-leaf teas, they then wrote and 
shared haiku of their own.
 It is hoped to run another creative writing class in 
the early autumn and create a blog on the web.
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Septic tanks
Emptying & Maintenance

p J richardson
Registered Waste Carrier No. NYK/642908

ClAphAm, lAnCASter
telephone 015242 51488

mobile 07885 462 909

BOWLAND FELLS HEATING and SON
Domestic Servicing and Maintenance of

OIL FIRED BOILERS and COOKERS
(AGA/Raeburn etc.)

Telephone Guy Downing on 015242 41833 or Mobile 07780 708589

9 NEW ROAD, INGLETON LA6 3HL

Hatha Yoga
Yoga & relaxation classes in Bentham Town Hall, 

suitable for all abilities

Drop in classes cost £4 – everyone welcome 
Mats and blocks are provided

Every Tuesday 6pm – 7pm and 7.15pm – 8.15pm
Every Friday 6.30pm – 7.30pm

For more information please visit 
www.planey-yoga.co.uk 

or contact Sandra on 015242 62248 

G. Kay Builders ltd.
– General BuildinG –

No job too small!

South View  •  Cross Haw Lane 
Clapham  •  via Lancaster

LA2 8DZ

Mobile: 07805 874937
Home: 015242 51764

Westhouse Nursery

Westhouse, ingleton lA6 3nJ telephone. 41878
www.westhousenursery.co.uk

rare and pure breed poultry and Garden Centre
We can supply everything the poultry keeper needs, from rare 

breed hens and cockerels to poultry food and good advice.
as a specialist poultry breeder we can provide many breeds.
our poultry breed village is open to see breeding stock.

Large Fowl: Barnavelder, crested cream Legbar, Grand Langshan, 
egyptian Fayoumi, Marans, Marsh Daisy, Niederrheiner, Norfolk Grey, 
old english Pheasant Fowl, orpington, Plymouth rock, rhode island 
red, Silkie, Sussex, Vorwerk, Welsummers.
Bantams: araucana, Faverolles, hamburgh, Leghorn, orpington, old 
english Game, Plymouth rock, Silkie, Sussex, thurringian, Dutch, 
rosecomb, Sebright. telephone for availability. Closed tuesdays.

Your local supplier 
of TVs, Audios and 

Domestic Appliances

  • SALES
    • RENTALS
      • SERVICE

21 Main street, Bentham 
Tel. 015242 61259

ingleton industrial estate 
Tel. 015242 41224

email: info@toobys.com

Traditional building repairs

tel:  07884 499832

We specialise in:
• Lime pointing & plastering
• Lime wash
• Sash window repairs

Traditional building repairs

tel:  07884 499832

We specialise in:
• Lime pointing & plastering
• Lime wash
• Sash window repairs

Traditional building repairs

tel:  07884 499832

We specialise in:
• Lime pointing & plastering
• Lime wash
• Sash window repairs

Traditional building repairs

tel:  07884 499832

We specialise in:
• Lime pointing & plastering
• Lime wash
• Sash window repairs



hArriSon & CroSS ltd.
niCeiC ApproVed eleCtriCAl ContrACtorS

Unit 6, Sidings industrial estate, Settle
WHAT WE CAN Do FoR YoU!

THE oNE-SToP SHoP
Complete and partial rewires, electrical checks on existing 

installations. Small appliance testing.  
Televisions supplied and installed, aerials erected.

Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for Chest 
Freezers, Larder Fridges, Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 

Dishwashers, Cookers, Microwaves and Vacuum Cleaners.

BRIGHTEN UP YoUR HoME
Our lighting showroom will give you all the latest ideas,  

we offer a free design service with installation if required.

Telephone: 01729 823423. Email: harrisoncross@cooptel.net

Wildlife in Clapham
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Two new birds, one new insect and one new mammal 
(for me personally) have been seen around the local 
area during the past two months.
	 The	first	new	bird	was	an	Eagle	Owl	which	was	
seen	flying	over	the	Hardacre	Moss	and	Newby	Moor	
areas	by	Peter	Richardson	on	January	23rd.	At	first	
he thought it was a Buzzard, but when he stopped his 
tractor and had a better look at it he realized it was 
a very large owl. When he described the bird to me 
about	a	week	later	we	identified	it	as	an	Eagle	Owl.	
This could be one of the juvenile Eagle Owls from 
the breeding pair in the Bowland hills; they have 
successfully raised young for the last six years.
 The second new bird was a Grey Plover which was 
seen	flying	over	Hardacre	Moss	and	Nutta	Farm	with	
a Golden Plover on 27th January. The Grey Plover is 
the same size as a Golden Plover but it is pale grey all 
over in winter plumage and it also has a distinctive 
black underwing patch which helps to identify it in 
flight	from	the	Golden	Plover	which	has	a	grey	white	
underwing markings.
 The new insect was a Harlequin Ladybird which 
was found hibernating at Ingleborough Hall – 1st 
March. The Harlequin Ladybird is an Asian species 
which was introduced into Europe to tackle an 
Aphid problem. The ladybird then started spreading 
across Europe and northwards through the British 
Isles. One of the problems with the ladybird is that 
it eats anything that moves which it can catch and 
that includes other ladybird larva. It has cut back the 
populations of native ladybirds throughout Europe.
 The new mammal for me was an Otter which I 
saw on the lake – 1st February. It was seen at dusk 
fishing	near	the	dam	wall.	This	is	the	first	Otter	I	have	
seen	around	the	local	area.	Over	the	past	ten	to	fifteen	
years there has been about half a dozen sightings 
of Otters around the local area but I have somehow 
missed them all, so it was great to see this one.

 Lapwings, Oystercatchers Curlews and Redshanks 
all started arriving back to the local area from about 
the	middle	of	February.	The	first	four	Oystercatchers	
were seen near the sewage works – 16th February, 
one Curlew flew north over Hardacre Moss – 
15th February and the first Redshank was seen 
at Meldingscale Farm – 3rd March. Even though 
there	have	been	small	flocks	of	Lapwings	wintering	
around the local area numbers started to increase 
from mid-February as birds started to move inland 
and northwards. On 17th March an amazing sight 
of sixty-seven were seen around the local area in 
three	 separate	 flocks.	A	flock	 of	 eight	 flew	north	
east over Clapham Station, thirty three were seen 
at Meldingscale Farm with ten Reed Buntings, two 
Bramblings,	 two	Meadow	Pipits	 and	a	 large	flock	
of	Chaffinches	and	a	flock	of	 twenty-six	Skylarks	
were	seen	feeding	in	a	field	near	Crina	Bottom	Farm.	
On the same day one Skylark was heard singing at 
Hardacre Moss.
 One possibly two Waxwings were seen at 
Wenning Hipping Cottage – 14th February and the 
first	Chiffchaff	of	the	year	was	heard	singing	on	the	
Nature trail on the 19th, this was before the cold 
weather came back with vengeance.

Tim Hutchinson
Smithy Cottage

Harlequin Ladybird

If you wish to advertise in the 
Newsletter please contact:

Elga Balmford 
Greenbank, station road,  

Clapham lA2 8Er
Telephone 015242 51324

If you have an article or some 
interesting news that you would like to 
appear in the newsletter please email:

ray_rosie@btinternet.com 
or phone 015242 51492



– HELPING HANDS –
If you don’t need weekly help but require help  
with one-off jobs, I could be the person you are 
looking for.
From taking-down curtains, preparing for a guest, 
waiting for an important delivery, preparing for  
the arrival of workmen and helping get back to  
normal when they have gone, help while you  
recuperate from an illness, sorting out that over-
flowing cupboard. Help moving-in or moving-out.

Contact Cherry Flitcroft
07969 984182 or 015242 51702

Settle
Chimney Sweep 
Services

4 Craven Terrace
Settle BD24 9DB

Tel. 01729 823683
Mobile. 07815 285321

Supplier of pots, cowls & bird nets

peter allen
FLOOR COVERINGS
	 	 l Quality Pine & oak Furniture
	 	 l Beds and Mattresses
	 	 l Karndean Design Showroom
Unit 2, SoWArth field indUStriAl 
eStAte, Settle
telephone 01729 825122
open Mon, tues, thurs & Fri 10am to 4pm.  
Wednesday & Saturday  10am to 12.30pm

Welcome Customers Old & New

opening Times

 Monday to Wednesday  9.00 – 5.30
 Thursday & Friday 9.00 – 8.00
 Saturday 9.00 – 2.00

No appointment necessary

12 CHurCH sTreeT, seTTLe
Telephone 01729 822888

A.B.Lund Joinery
Kitchens  –  Bathrooms

French Polishing  –  Furniture Restoration
No JoB Too SMALL

Tel: 015242 41307
Mobile: 07812 586 087

Email: ablundjoinery@hotmail.co.uk

All rooms en-suit.

Prices from £30pppn.

Licenced restaurant.

Small parties catered 
for from 8-30 people 
birthdays etc.

We are Clapham’s secret. 
Please ring for more 
details.

All rooms en-suit.

Prices from £30pppn.

Licenced restaurant.

Small parties catered 
for from 8-30 people 
birthdays etc.

We are Clapham’s secret. 
Please ring for more 
details.

All rooms en-suite.
Prices from £30 pppn.
Licenced restaurant.
Small parties catered 
for, from 8 to 30 people 
for birthdays etc.
We are Clapham’s secret.
Please ring for more 
details.

Saturday Night
Dining
6pm – 8pm
Booking advisable

Here at Brookhouse 
we combine rustic 
dishes using locally 
sourced ingredients 
with modern 
presentation in order 
to provide a truly 
unforgettable dining 
experience.

All rooms en-suit.

Prices from £30pppn.

Licenced restaurant.

Small parties catered 
for from 8-30 people 
birthdays etc.

We are Clapham’s secret. 
Please ring for more 
details.

www.brookhouse-clapham.co.uk

As well as Saturday 
night dining we are 

often open mid-week – 
please give us a ring

this Free Newsletter aims to keep everyone in 
Clapham, Keasden and Newby in touch with what is 
happening in our community. it does, however, cost a 
not insignificant amount to produce, and advertising is 
a very necessary aid to the finances. An advert costs 
as little as £3.50 per issue.
For advertising your products and services, please 
contact elga Balmford on 015242 51324
articles, News and ideas please for the next issue by 
28th May, 2013 to the Village shop, 
Chrissie Bell: Chrisharte@aol.com,
mike Cornwell: mike–corn@tiscali.co.uk or 
ray hull: ray_rosie@btinternet.com.
articles submitted but not included in the present 
publication will be printed in future issues.


