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Parish Council Report
The Parish Council met on 23rd April and 28th May 
2013. Councillors Colin Price and John Dawson were  
re-elected as Chairman and Vice Chairman respec-
tively at the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
held in May. 
 A new Parish Caretaker is actively being recruited 
and the Council hope to have someone in post soon. 
If you have any ideas on maintenance tasks the 
Caretaker could perform then please contact the 
Parish Clerk, her contact details are at the end of this 
article. 
 The Parish Council is liaising with North York-
shire County Council about the significant number 
of highways issues that remain unresolved. NYCC’s 
team of Highways Inspectors is currently under 
staffed but once it is up to strength, an Inspector 
will be invited to the parish to see the main problem 
areas.
 Gerald Townson, Chairman of the Friends of 
Bentham Station gave an interesting presentation 
on how the community in Bentham has adopted the 
Railway Station and made it an attractive gateway to 
the town. Suggestions were made on how Clapham 
Station could benefit e.g. from gardening or arts 
projects, highlighting heritage features or promoting 
places of local interest. Gerald will be returning 
in June to discuss this further along with David 
Smurthwaite from Craven District Council. 
 The base for the Millennium Stone has been 
installed in the National Park Authority car park ready 
for the newly restored Stone.
 NYCC is planning to alter the 581 bus service 
that runs through Clapham in September. The Parish 
Council will be campaigning to retain the current 
timetable and to better integrate the bus and train 
services at Settle. 
 United Utilities has completed works at Clapham 
Station but residents are concerned about the intrusive 
nature of the sewerage equipment and the standard of 

remedial works. The Parish Council will be pursuing 
this on their behalf. 
 There have been no further developments 
regarding the Old Mercedes Garage but the situation 
is being monitored. 

The Parish Council considered the following 
applications: 
• 18/2013/13558 Grey Scars, Newby: Proposed 

Alterations and Extensions to Dwelling and 
Detached Garage

• 18/2013/13460 Stoney Croft, Newby: New side 
and rear extensions forming annex and re-siting 
garage workshop. 

It was noted that the following applications were 
approved:
• 18/2013/13422: Woodgill Farm Keasden: Demo-

lition of Existing Farmhouse and Erection of 
Replacement Dwelling. 

• 18/2013/13264 Wenning Bank Clapham Station: 
Replacement of existing rotting single glazed 
window frames with hardwood double glazed 
units. 

It was noted that the following application has 
been refused:
• C/18/65K – Old Masons’ Yard, Clapham – amen-

ded application for full planning permission for 
conversion of existing office to a 5 bedroomed 
holiday let.

The Parish Council meets on the 4th Tuesday of each 
month (except December when it is 3rd Tuesday) 
and meetings take place in the Village Hall starting 
at 7.30pm. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Parish Clerk Gillian Muir can be contacted by email 
claphamclerk@btinternet.com or by phone 015242 
51775. Responsible Financial Officer Nicola Saward 
can be contacted on nicola.saward@btinternet.com 
or by phone 015242 51703.
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Thomas Redhead
Solid Fuel & LPG gas supplier

All grades and sizes of coal, 
every available smokeless fuel

Netted Logs • Kindling • Bottled Gas
all delivered to your door

QuaLity, reLiaBiLity & choice
Garden Compost now available

015242 41626 or 41212

l Timber
l Locks and Key Cutting
l Paint and Paint Mixing
l Curtain Tracks and Poles
l Housewares

Advice and information for 
older people and their carers

cheapside, settle bd24 9ew
 tel: 01729 823066
 01729 825669

registered Charity number: 700054

North craveN

Now open Sundays
11am to 4pm

AsHfieLd d.i.Y. Ltd.
Full range of DIY products including:

Number one for diY in settle

in AsHfieLd CAr PArK
sTATioN roAd, seTTLe Bd24 9AA

Telephone 01729 823002

L. PRESTON & SONS
Proprietor: iaN PreStoN

TOWN HEAD GARAGE
AUSTWICK

Telephone 015242 51391

New & Used Car Sales 
M.O.T. Testing & Repairs

Mark Watson
Home & Garden Maintenance

07759 680938 • 07759 680943 
Low Bentham 015242 62038

Digging, fencing, hedge trimming, mowing, 
paving, planting, power washing spraying, 

strimming, turfing, gutters cleared
Loft insulating, pointing, rendering, painting

No job too small, reasonable rates, 
estimates given.

JAMES 
MARSHALL
Joiner & Carpenter

Established 1988

KEASDEN • CLAPHAM
Telephone 015242 51687 
or Mobile 07813 117814

HARRISON & CROSS LTD.
NICEIC APPROvED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Settle
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!

THE ONE-STOP SHOP
Complete and partial rewires, electrical checks on existing 

installations. Small appliance testing.  
Televisions supplied and installed, aerials erected.

Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for Chest 
Freezers, Larder Fridges, Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 

Dishwashers, Cookers, Microwaves and Vacuum Cleaners.

BRIgHTEN UP YOUR HOmE
Our lighting showroom will give you all the latest ideas,  

we offer a free design service with installation if required.

Telephone: 01729 823423. Email: harrisoncross@cooptel.net

Above & Below
A local company providing outdoor
activities in the area – rock climbing, 
caving, hill walking, gorge scrambling, 
abseiling and mountain bike guiding. 
Groups, families, individuals and 
training courses catered for – complete 
novices to advanced skills.

DUNCAN MORRISON
Greenstead, Newby, Clapham LA2 8HR

Tel. 01524 51011
email: info@aboveandbelow.org.uk
Web: www. aboveandbelow.org.uk

Member of AALA • ACI • AMI
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chUrch News
The Vicar writes . . .

‘All one in Christ Jesus’ (galatians 3 v. 28)
When I cycled the Coast to Coast back in 2011, I 
began my trip in Whitehaven and, about two hours 
later, passed through one of my favourite Lakeland 
towns: Keswick.
 In 1875 a group of Evangelical Christians met 
for the first time in Keswick in order to have a week 
of fellowship and listen to some of the most gifted 
Biblical preachers expand scripture. Since then the 
now famed Keswick Convention has grown and 
developed into one of the most edifying gatherings 
of Christians.
 Keswick is now filled with Christians of all ages 
during the last two weeks of July, with daily acts of 
worship and teaching, special events for young people 
and children, and with Christians from a wide variety 
of traditions and denominations meeting under the 
banner of ‘All one in Christ Jesus’. In John’s gospel 
ch 17 v 20, Jesus prays ‘that they may all be one’.
 Within our villages we have friends who share 
our faith but who belong to another denomination 
and yet the glorious message of the Christian faith, 
the message of Keswick is, we are all one in Christ 
Jesus. Our Churches in Clapham, Keasden, Eldroth 
and Austwick are all working together, all working to 
bring the love of God to our communities. Whenever 
we can, let us support and encourage one another, 
support the special social events and support the 
United Services so that together we can show that 
by our uniting that we are indeed, ‘All one in Christ 
Jesus’. 
 May God bless you all 
         Ian. 

CHURCH SERVICES IN JUNE
Sunday, 9th 
 11.00 am Holy Communion at Clapham
Sunday, 16th
 11.00 am Holy Communion at Clapham
Sunday 23rd 
 11.00 am Holy Communion at Clapham
Sunday, 30th  
 10.30 am United Service at Eldroth
 
DATES FOR JUNE
Saturday, 8th 
 9.00 am Parish Walk – meet outside Austwick   
 Church
Saturday, 15th
 7.15 pm Gledholt Male Voice Choir Concert 

in Austwick Church – see posters for ticket 
information

Friday, 21st 
 6.00 am Parish Walk with Bishop Nick – meet at 

Austwick Church 
Saturday, 22nd 
 9.30 am Diocesan Synod
Saturday, 29th 
 2.00 pm Cream Teas at Eldroth Church

FUTURE EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday, 21st July – ‘Songs for a Summer Evening’ 

at Eldroth Church at 7.00 pm
Saturday, 27th July – Clapham Street Market
 Safari Supper around Austwick – tickets on sale now 

– see posters for information

PARISH NOTICES
Austwick and Clapham Church Book Sales: If 
you’re short of a good read, you may find what you 
are looking for at the back of Church where there is 
now an ongoing sale of reading material. Hardbacks, 
paperbacks and magazines are all available in 
exchange for a small donation, with all proceeds 
going towards the upkeep of the Church. 

Many Thanks
Following my recent operation, I would like to say 
thank you to everyone for the gifts of flowers, plants, 
fruit, cards, best wishes, prayers and many offers of 
help.
 Everything is going well and treatment will 
commence in a short while.
 Thanks again, Rosie

. . . . and more thanks
I would like to thank my family and the many friends 
and neighbours who kindly sent me flowers, cards and 
best wishes for a truly memorable 90th birthday.
 Win Graveson

Quiz Night
Bentham Pet Rescue is holding a Quiz Night with 
quizmaster Stuart Marshall. It will take place in 
Clapham Village Hall on Saturday, 15th June at 
7.00pm fo 7.30pm
 Tickets are £7 per person (team of four) to include 
homemade hotpot and a pudding.
 There will be a bar and a raffle.
 Admission is by ticket only and these are available 
from Clapham Village Store or from Sally on 51554 
or Kristen on 51898.
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Ann Stewart
Dry Stone Walling
Tel/Fax: 015242 51118
e-mail: ann@eggshell2.demon.co.uk

2 Eggshell Lane, Clapham
via Lancaster, North Yorkshire LA2 8EP

Professional Member Dry Stone Walling Association

The Cave Rescue Organisation has honoured the hard 
work and dedication of its long-serving members. 
 In total, they have given 1,313 years of service – 
and their efforts were recognised with the presentation 
of British Cave Rescue Council certificates for 25, 40 
and 50 years of service and the CRO’s own ten and 
20-year service certificates. 
 Certificates of appreciation were also presented 
to Jean Shevelan, Barbara Allwright, Jenny Holmes 
and Diane Burton for their “tireless work behind the 
scenes”. 
 Making the presentation, Lord Shuttleworth, Lord 
Lieutenant of Lancashire, was full of praise for the 
efforts of the team. “I have the greatest admiration for 
this organisation and indeed all cave and mountain 

rescue units,” he said. “I was extremely glad to see 
members of the CRO were awarded the Diamond 
Jubilee medal last year and congratulations to all 
those who received that honour. 
 “It’s a great service which you offer as volunteers 
and you achieve marvellous results often in appalling 
conditions and often at considerable risk to the team 
members.” Speaking on behalf of CRO, chairman 
Heather Eastwood said: “I think it’s really nice 
that members are actually being recognised for the 
dedication and commitment they have shown to the 
Cave Rescue Organisation and caving in general, 
totalling over 1,313 years of combined service.”
 Thanks to the Craven Herald for this report and 
the photograph by Steve Finch.

The Cave Rescue Organisation rewarded

The Cave Rescue Organisation honours its long-serving members

CROOKLANDS~ ~
Rural 4 Star Silver B&B

Old Road, Clapham
Tel: 015242 51813

17th Century former farmhouse with peaceful south 
facing views over Bowland. One double room and one 

double/or twin room, both en-suite.
Hearty breakfasts from locally sourced ingredients.

Ideal for walkers, cyclists and tourists

www.crooklandsclapham.co.uk

Telephone: 015242 51813
Mobile: 07990 972070

A 17 th Century former Farmhouse 
in the Yorkshire Dales

www.CrooklandsClapham.co.uk

e-mail: info@crooklandsclapham.co.uk
Telephone:  015242 51813

Mobile: 079909 72070

From M6
At Junction 36 (from north) take A65 to Skipton. 
From south, at Junction 34 take A683 to Kirkby 
Lonsdale, then A687 to Ingleton and A65. On 
entering Ingleton, turn left at the Masons Arms, 
signposted B6255 to Hawes. Go straight over one 
set of cross roads, and when beginning to climb up 
out of Ingleton, there is a signpost to Clapham to 
the right along the Old Road, and Cycle Route 68.  
Take this road and travel 2.3 miles approximately, 
and Crooklands is on the right hand side.

From Skipton A65
Take the turning to Clapham. The road will take 
you past the New Inn Hotel on the right hand side 
as you enter the village. Follow the road over the 
bridge and past The Village Store on the right. Take 
the second turning on the right – Cross Haw Lane, 
signposted to the Village Hall. Continue straight 
on out of the village up the hill, and Crooklands 
is the first house on the left about ¼ mile after you 
pass the road to Newby, i.e. about 1½ miles from 
The Village Store.

Sat Navs
Some Sat Navs will direct you via Newby village 
– this is steep and narrow. If unavoidable, turn off 
the A65 at the Little Chef & come up through the 
village with the green on your left, to a T-junction 
with the hamlet of  Newby Cote opposite. Turn 
left. After ¼ mile there will be two barns, one on 
each side of the road. Crooklands is immediately 
after, on the left.

how to find us

Old Road
Clapham

North Yorkshire
LA2 8HY

Photography by Tony Dilger  07811 665236
Design & Print by Red Hot Pixel  015242 51542
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‘Co-operative’: I’d always regarded it as one of 
those potentially warm-hearted words that go cold 
in commercial ‘speak’ – like ‘mutual’ and ‘interest’ 
and ‘share’. Until I met Eddie and Clapham and its 
Sustainability venture, that is.
 It happened almost accidentally, as so many of the 
best things do. It was 2009 and I was just beginning to 
emerge from the first bewilderment of widow-hood. 
I had forgotten, (along with so much else), that many 
months earlier I had put my name down as a possible 
volunteer, in response to the Parish Plan – but with no 
clear idea of what to volunteer for. But by 2009 what 
was becoming clear to me was that I needed to find 
some way of re-connecting with the world outside 
my own grief for Kenneth. I knew that would be hard 
for many reasons, not least among them my own, 
inveterate unclubbableness. I love people, but I’m 
also one of those odd beings that need a lot of space. 
Add to that the fact that as a twin, I’ve had to grow 
into resolute separateness, and you have someone 
who gives groups – as groups – a miss. How, then, 
to re-connect?
 That’s where – one surprising day – Eddie came 
in – or, rather, rang and asked me to come in to talk 
about volunteering.
 I’d never met Eddie before, let alone Clapham’s 
Sustainability venture; in fact – and I now blush to 
say it – I’d only met Clapham in an occasional and 
very superficial way, but that talk with Eddie in the 
warm friendliness of the Long Barn kitchen started 
something.
 That something is what I now understand by that 
word ‘co-operative’. For me it means sliding along 
on my knees in soil, planting community potatoes 
alongside cheery companions – or sitting round a 
table with others who, like me, care deeply about the 
on-going life of the wild world – and of ours, with it, 
sharing thoughts about the projects we’ve started, and 
projects we’d love to start, if we had the resources of 
people, time and money. It means sitting behind the 

I never thought it could mean this . . . .
Food-share stall on a summer, (not necessarily dry) 
Saturday, meeting Clapham’s people, one by one and 
face to face.
 ‘Co-operative’: ‘working with’, ‘being part of’, 
‘sharing’, ‘friendship’, ‘belonging’. It’s a warm 
word.
  Wendy Jennings

Food-share stall: 2013
Life with our food-share stall has all the zest of the 
unpredictable. We never know what people will bring 
us to share, or who will come to share it, or what 
weather we’ll be sharing it in. But we can give you 
some certainties: we’ll be there, beside Croft Cafe, 
with the stall on Saturday, July 6th, from 10 – 12 ,and 
on every Saturday thereafter until the fruit harvest 
ends. And this year we are going to be joined on the 
stall by each of our companion projects in turn. You 
can find out what they are doing – and perhaps what 
they hope to do. They are coming in this order: July 
6th, Bee Project; July13th, Allotment Project; July 
20th, Community Potatoes; August 3rd, Bee-friendly 
Flowers; August 24th, Waste Reduction and Re-
cycling; September 7th, Bio-diesel Project.
 Fruit, veg – and project progress: all for sharing. 
Do come and join us!

Clapham Community Orchard Group

Chimney Sweeping Services

Property Maintenance Ltd

Fully trained, clean, professional service.

Institute of Chimney Sweeps registered member
(ICS) certificate with every sweep.

Chimney repairs, birds nest removal, 
bird guards, cowls, pots, 

CCTV chimney inspections, etc.

Tel: 015242 51106 · Mobile: 07779 885125

If you wish to advertise in the Newsletter 
please contact:

Chrissie Bell 
3 Gildersbank, Clapham LA2 8EG

Telephone 015242 51610
If you have an article or some interesting 
news that you would like to appear in the 
newsletter please email/phone Ray Hull; 

hull365@btinternet.com 
or phone 015242 51492
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instant

photoprints

Tel: 01729 823990

20 Station Road • Settle 
North Yorkshire • BD24 9AA

hello@iprintshop.co.uk

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm

FREE PARKING AT THE DOOR

NOW WITH  PHOTOBOOTH  SELF-SERVICE PHOTO  PRINTING * 

*from Camera Memory Cards 
or USB sticks, also Slides, 

Pictures or Films Scanned  
to Memory cards.

STaCkSTeadS LeISuRe CeNTRe
TaTTeRThORN LaNe, INgLeTON

Offering a 15 metre indoor swimming pool
with stunning views of Ingleborough,

 a jacuzzi spa, a sauna and gymnasium.

l Limited membershiips available l

New Local 
Leisure CeNtre

For more info phone 015242 41386 or
e-mail enquiries@stacksteadfarm.co.uk

or visit www.stacksteadfarm.co.uk

Robert Pryce
Certified Electrician based in Bentham
Domestic, Commercial, 
Test & Inspect    Not VAT registered

www.rpryceelectrical.co.uk
robert@ rpryceelectrical.co.uk

  07816 304220

Scott SanderSon
Painter & Decorator
InterIor & exterIor

Estimates Given

13 IngfIeld lane
Settle, north YorkShIre 

Bd24 9Ba

01729 825670
07745 155871

do you need transport to get 
to appointments or go 

shopping? give us a call

015242 63620

For Professional, Effective, Chartered 
Physiotherapy for all your musculoskeletal 

and Women’s Health Problems

Phone 015242 62216
www.benthamphysio.co.uk

Physiotherapy
clinic

Bentham

Home Barn 
Foods

Outside catering for all events

Lucy Knowles
Fiach Cottage, Feizor, Austwick,  

via Lancaster LA2 8DF

Telephone:
01729 825626 or 07738 922 524



Beckside Yarns
& Needlecrafts

A Gallery full of fabulous yarns by Norro, 
Colinette, Debbie Bliss, Rowan, 
Brigantia, Lang, Louisa Harding, 
RYC, Gedifra and many more

Help and advice always on hand 
Call 015242 51122

 Beckside Gallery
www.becksideyarns.com Church Avenue, Clapham
info@becksideyarns.com North Yorkshire LA2 8eA
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Tai Chi 
The group started a couple of months ago and we 
have a fairly regular attendance of six or seven people, 
(not always the same ones) but we really need at least 
nine. 
 I wanted to support this activity as it was a new 
initiative of the Village Hall Committee to actually go 
out there and try to provide something a bit different for 
the Clapham Community. As we get a little older many 
of us seem to have a few little aches here and there and 
the great ethos of the Tai Chi is learning how to relax and 
remove strain and stress from our joints and muscles. 
I think most of us attending were a bit cynical at first 
but we have to admit it’s working, so besides being 
with a great group of friends we are feeling better and 

Craven District Council
Brown Bin Collection dates for 2013

June 7th and 21st
July 5th and 19th
August 2nd, 16th and30th
September 13th and 27th
October11th and 25th
November 8th and 22nd.
There will be no collections of garden waste during 
the months of December, January and February.

What you can put into your brown bin:
 Grass cuttings
 Tree and hedge clippings
 Weeds and plants
 Leaves, twigs and bark
 Dead flowers and house plants
 Raw fruit and vegetables from the garden.

We do not accept the following:
 Normal houshold wastes
 Paper
 Large branches
 Wood
 Soil or stones
 Rubble and building waste.

Please ensure that your bin is placed at the 
collection point by 7.00 am.

doing a little bit of extra exercise 
to boot. We also have great fun 
in trying to achieve some of the 
objectives, we are all shapes and 
sizes so a session never goes by 
without a few laughs, all part of 
the therapy. 
 The great thing is that it 
doesn’t matter when you join the 
group, you soon catch up. Tony 
Bennett our qualified and very 
skilled teacher regularly recaps 
which cements things for us as 
well as introducing new people 
to the skills. To make the whole 
thing sustainable for the village 
hall, we do need a few more 
members so please if can spare 
an hour on a Thursday morning 
between nine and ten please 
come over and join us.

The New Inn
Work is well underway at the New Inn. New owners, 
Lesley and Ron Benson have commenced a pro-
gramme to completely renovate the Inn and expect 
to have all works completed by the end of 2013.
 Over half of the rooms have already been 
completed to 4-star standard and work is  set to 
commence on the exterior of the building and the 
ground floor dining room and bars in early June.
 Lesley commented “That no work had been done 
at the Inn for several years and the building was in 
dire need of some TLC. We are quite excited to have 
the opportunity of restoring the Inn back to its former 
glory.”
 Extensive changes have also been made to the 
menu and all Clapham residents are invited  to 
come in and sample the new and exciting “cooked 
fresh” cuisine. Mention this article and receive 10% 
discount.
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 Windows 
 Doors 
 Bespoke Conservatories 
 Roofline 
 Sliding Sash Windows 
 Stable Doors 
 Composite Doors by Rockdoor 

& Door-Stop International 
 14 different Woodgrains 
 Farrow & Ball / RAL Chart  

Colour bonded PVCu  
 Hardwood windows 

Dalesview Business Centre  
Old Road, Clapham LA2 8JH 

015242 51705 
www.airevalleyglass.co.uk 

Bridge Road, Sutton-in-Craven 
Keighley BD20 7ES 

01535 634788 
airevalleyglass@btconnect.com 

A Family-Run  
Business Established 

Over 25 Years 

Manufacturers & Installers of Top Quality Made-to-Measure: 
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The sun was definitely shining on Clapham Primary 
School as they stormed to victory at the Craven 
Schools Tag Rugby Tournament, which was held 
at Sandylands, Skipton. 
 The eight competing primary schools of 
Lothers-dale, Cowling, Greatwood, Skipton’s 
Christ Church, Threshfield, Beamsley’s Boyle and 
Petyt, Clapham and Settle had already had to battle 
it out in their own local clusters to earn their place 
in the tournament. 
 Settle Primary School narrowly missed out 
on the top spot – they achieved exactly the same 
number of points overall as Clapham, but, when the 
tries were totted up, they had to be satisfied with 
second place. 

Clapham Primary School Rugby Triumph

 Clapham didn’t lose a game in the tournament, 
which is an excellent result in itself, but what  
makes it even more noteworthy is that they are 
such a small school and needed every pupil from 
years five and six just to make up the eleven for 
their team. 
 The next step for them is the Yorkshire Tag Finals 
at Pontefract early in June, where they will meet 
the other winners from across Yorkshire, which is 
an accolade we are all very excited about.
 The Clapham children are coached by teacher 
Felicity Mundell. Her colleague, Jackie Rowe, said: 
“It is absolutely fantastic for our small school to be 
victorious. We are very, very proud of our pupils 
and are excited about the next stage.

Members of the triumphant team – well done!
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Village people . . .     The Mucky

Elderly readers of The Clapham Newsletter may 
remember Pat Boone singing about Love Letters 
in the Sand in the late 1950’s but times change and 
there are now more imaginative ways to express your 
feelings to your loved one, as you will discover if 
you read on. 
 Ruthie Woodhouse was born in Bushey, 
Hertfordshire in 1972. Her family lived in Harrow 
where her mum was a nurse, later a midwife and 
later still a matron and Dad was a printer working 
for a firm which produced Christian literature. Ruthie 
really enjoyed her childhood with her sister, Helen. 
The family had no spare money at all but there was 
a happy atmosphere in their home which was much 
more important. In 1975 they moved to Kendal which 
was were her dad had been born and it was there that 
Ruth developed her love of horses because they had 
some land on which they kept not only horses but 
pedigree show goats. They sold the milk to health 
shops and had a milk round. She liked school but says 
she was not particularly academic. Her imagination 
was fired when she took a foundation course in 
agriculture at Kirby Kendal School. This was an 
introduction to a whole new world of knowledge 
and skills. She tells me that she built a wall on Shap 
Fell and claims that it is still standing but “she can 
be fairly sure that I am too idle and unfit to find out 
if that is true. 
 When she left school she wanted to be veterinary 
nurse and to qualify as a riding instructor. She was 
offered what seemed like an ideal job on a YTS 
scheme at a stud but there was a major problem in 
that it involved working three Sundays out of four. 
That would not present a difficulty to most people but 
for a practising Christian it was an impossibility. She 
began work as a trainee florist, attended a part time 
course at Newton Rigg and when she was qualified 
she managed two different shops in Kendal. It was at 
about this time that she started going to a Christian 
youth group called The Lund near Ingleton where 
she met a young farmer from Clapham whom we all 
know. 
 Alan Woodhouse was born in 1966 in Lancaster 
and he spent his early years with his parents and his 
brother, Mark, at Higher Watson Farm in Keasden 
where his father was the farm manager. He started 
Clapham Primary School on the same day as a rich 
crop of our village’s finest talents, including Joyce 
Close, Tim Plumridge, Gareth Copsey, Bronty 
Nowell, Angela Lund and some lad called James 

Marshall. Not only can Alan remember their names 
but he remembers all their birthdays as well. Some 
of them, Alan in particular, could well have become 
famous in Hollywood had they employed a better 
agent because they had starring roles in a BBC drama 
production called Daft As A Brush which was filmed 
in Clapham and was written by Adrian Mitchell who 
lived near the station. Alan enjoyed his childhood 
and helped on the farm but his father never forced 
him into it. Alan tells me that his brother was more 
involved and more interested. 
 He attended Ingleton Middle School, transferred 
to Settle High School and left there after O levels to 
begin his life as a farmer at Nutta Farm with Ernest 
Townley. Later when he was working at Nutta part-
time he also worked at a caravan park and as a welder 
for a firm making agricultural buildings. As if this 
were not enough he was a relief milker for twenty 
different farms and also worked at several of them 
doing round baling. 
 In October, 1995 he attended an area youth 
meeting at Bethel Chapel where he was attracted 
by the bright smiling face of one young lady and he 
asked her to go out with him. The next day his mind 
was obviously still occupied by thoughts of Ruthie 
because he severed his thumb when using a circular 
saw. It was hanging by a narrow thread of skin as he 
was bundled into a Land Rover (highly appropriate 
for a farmer) and driven to Lancaster with his hand 
wrapped in a tea towel. By the time they reached 
Caton he was nearly passing out but he got there in 
one piece (well, almost two pieces) and had a four 
hour operation followed by a five day stay in hospital. 
When he was released he took Ruthie out for a meal 
in Arnside and played the ace of sympathy cards by 
wearing the most extravagant bandage even though 
he did not really need it. He followed this up with 
a lovely present at Christmas but shortly afterwards 
she brought the romance to a full stop by ending their 
relationship. Eighteen months later they met again 
when Ruthie attended a youth service at the Bethel 
Chapel. For someone like me there would not have 
been the slightest chance of renewing the romance 
after the previous rejection but Alan is a Christian so 
he turned the other cheek and Ruthie kissed it. This 
time he left nothing to chance and proposed within 
three weeks before there was any possibility of Ruthie 
having second thoughts. She celebrated by doing a 
parachute jump for charity and they were married in 
Kendal ten months later, May 1998. 
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Valentine Message

 Their first married home was one of 
the cottages at The Flying Horseshoe. 
Subsequently they bought a larger cottage 
next door to provide space for their children. 
Emily was born in January 2001 and in March 
2002 the second arrival, Nelson, was a week 
overdue when Alan urgently summoned help 
from his mother, Alice. Her initial excitement 
at the prospect of a new baby in the family 
ended suddenly when she realised that the 
urgent medical assistance was needed for 
Alan himself because an extremely heavy 
tractor bucket had dropped on his foot. It 
ended with Ruthie taking Alan to hospital 
instead of the other way round. Their family 
was later completed by the arrival of Wades 
on in March 2004 and all three children are 
equally polite, welcoming and delightful. 
 When Alan’s father reached pensionable 
age there was a family house swap with Alan 
and Ruthie moving to Higher Watson Farm 
where he now has beef cattle and sheep on 
140 acres of land which he utilised for a 
romantic message one Valentine’s Day. Ruthie 
returned home to find a note on the kitchen 
table which said, “Missing you. Now go and 
look through the bathroom window.” When 
she did as she was told she was astonished to 
see that in the big field near the house Alan 
had created a gigantic love heart, not with 
paint, not with oils but with the contents of 
the muck spreader. Damien Hirst, eat your 
heart out! (pun spotters’ alert.) Ruthie was the envy 
of all the young women of Keasden but, as far as I 
know, this artistic creation never reached the pages 
of Hello magazine. Who said the Age of Chivalry 
and Romance is dead? A mucky love letter is worth 
a thousand text messages. 
 Ruthie works as a higher level teaching assistant 
at Clapham Primary School as well as being a self 
employed florist who specialises in flowers for 
occasions such as weddings and funerals. Every 
Tuesday she works on a voluntary basis in Haverigg 
prison for The Sycamore Tree Project which attempts 
to make offenders aware of the damage they do to 
their victims and helps them to come to terms with 
what they have done in the hope that they will not 
re-offend. The figures show that those who take 
part are less likely to commit further offences. 
Ruthie is training to become qualified as a tutor for 

The Sycamore Project which is faith based but the 
sessions are open to all, regardless of their beliefs. 
She teaches at the Bethel Sunday School, helps to 
run their midweek youth group and is Secretary of 
the Friends of Clapham School and the Early Years 
Group. Alan shares all Ruthie’s responsibilities 
at Bethel and is Chairman of The Village Hall 
Committee, as well as being a school governor. 
 This admirable willingness to give their time to 
other people is inspired in their case by their faith and 
they particularly asked me to include in this article 
a short passage from Proverbs which underpins all 
they think and do: 
  Trust God with all your life; 
  Don’t rely on your own understanding. 
  Trust God in everything you do 
  And He will show you the way. 

Stuart Marshall
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Mark Jonathan White BMSc (hons), BDS (hons)
A warm welcome awaits you from our trained and friendly 

staff. Call in for more information.
Family Dentistry, orthodontics, replacement of missing 

teeth, Dental implants, cosmetic dentistry, tooth 
whitening, orthopaedic jaw and bite problems.

Opening Hours:
Mon, tue, Wed: 9.00am – 12.30pm, 1.30pm – 5.00pm

thurs : 1.00pm – 5.00pm, 6.00pm – 9.00pm

66 Main Street, High Bentham  Tel. 015242 64813

Dental PracticeOrganic, fresh, locally grown Box and 
home shopping scheme.

Vegetables, fruit and groceries 
weekly to your door.

There is NO £2 delivery charge
for Clapham residents.

Telephone
015242 51723

growing
with grace
growing
with grace

FReSh, LOCaL ORgaNIC FRuIT  
& VegeTabLeS

available form our Farm Shop and at  
delivery points (clapham Village Store)

New ‘Bags of GOLD’  
– a weekly bag of vegetables/salad  

from £8.00 or fruit from £7.00.
Visit . . . www.growingwithgrace.org.uk

or ring 015242 51723
Open 7 days a week from 10.30am to 4.30pm

Margaret Wilding
q Garden Design  q Planting

q Garden Advice

Garden Consultation Gift vouchers  
are available . . .

a green gift with a difference for that  
special occasion

Visit my website to see examples of garden projects:
www.margaretwildinggardens.co.uk

2 Southview, Clapham Road, Austwick LA2 8BE
Tel. 015242 41310 • Mobile 07816 166340

Jenny M Parker
Bsc (Hons), MCSP, HPC

Chartered Physiotherapist
Specialising in the rehabilitation and  

prevention of injury

Mobile physiotherapy service offering comprehensive 
assessment and treatment of joint and spinal 
problems, sports injuries, respiratory and neurological 
conditions, all in the comfort of your own home. 
Cover for sporting events also available.

Please call to discuss your requirements and to 
book appointments.

Telephone: 015242 51049
Mobile: 07763 047160

Kitchens for Life . . . .
kitchen Installations North West Ltd.

german kitchens by Schuller.

A local family firm with over 15 years 
experience and our reputation built upon 

recommendations.
Make an appointment to visit our showroom.

MaRk buTLeR L.C.G.I.

Unit 3, Low Mills, Mill Lane, 
Low Bentham LA2 7DA

Tel. 63388 or 07831 151839
email: mark@kinw.co.uk  www.kinw.co.uk

Mike Barron
Kitchen and Cabinet Maker

Bespoke and hand-crafted furniture 
made to your specification.

Tel. 015242 62284 or 07799 067 315
e-mail: m.n.barron@hotmail.co.uk

oLd sCHooLHouse, roBiN LANe, 
HiGH BeNTHAM LA2 7AB

Some chainsaw work also undertaken!

John Murfin
Plumbing & Heating
	 l Boilers
	 l heating systems & installations
 l Gas Safe registered l LPG
 l Bathrooms designed, supplied  
  and installed  l tiling

01729 825833 l 07870 164249



N o w  s t o c k i n g  f a b u l o u s 
women’s, babies’ and children’s 
clothing!  All Fair Trade and 
using organic cotton where
possible.

We are renowned for our ever 
changing range of beautiful and 
unusual Fair Trade and recycled     
gifts from around the world.

Elemental of Ingleton
Your local Fair Trade shop

In addition we stock a wide range of natural skin and  
body care products, all parabens & SLES free, organic 

where possible

A very different shopping experience!

Find us at: 8 mAIN STREET, INgLETON 
Just off the A65 in the village centre

Open 10.00 – 5.00 six days a week  –  Closed Mondays

Tel: 015242 42626   sales@elementallife.co.uk





For the last five years we have been fortunate to have 
BIG Lottery funding to support many Looking Well 
activities. Sadly this funding has ended and we have 
made some changes to our weekly sessions.
 Tuesday mornings will be a cosy, social drop-in, 
where anyone is welcome between 10.30–12.30 and 
buy a cuppa/biscuit/cake, catch up with friends or 
meet new ones. The Creative Writing group meets 
and there will be computers, newspapers and games 
available. Community Lunch (soup, bread, cheese, 
fruit, cuppa) follows between 12.45–1.45.
 Wednesdays will see the greatest change, the Café 
IN will stop, which coincided with Anne Wilson’s 
retirement at the end of March. We shall all miss 
Anne, and would like to extend our warmest thanks 
for all she has done and best wishes for the future. 
And don’t forget, everyone is still welcome to come 
on Tuesday morning instead.
 Fridays will shift in focus to welcome a range 
of participants, in particular those facing long-term 
health conditions, and will be blocks of sessions 
rather than every week.
 Monday and Tuesday walks, Art for All and Art 
Shed all resuming as normal. 
 Volunteers Needed: We are looking for kitchen 
helpers on a Tuesday, once or twice a month, to help 

Changes at Looking Well, bentham

Flints and bones from 
Foxholes Cave

Shortly before the First World War members of 
the Yorkshire Ramblers Club did an excavation at 
Foxholes, near Trow Gill. They recovered a large 
quantity of archaeological material which was 
interpreted as neolithic in age. Apparently some of 
these flints and bones were on display in the New 
Inn until well into the 1950s. This question is aimed 
mainly at more senior Clapham residents but does 
anyone remember what may have happened to these 
artefacts and where they may be now? Archaeological 
methods have moved on a great deal in the 90 
or so years since they were found and modern 
archaeologists are interested in a fresh assessment of 

with washing up and making food for lunch. Also 
looking for volunteers to help at Art Shed CARnival 
workshops, on Thursday afternoons in May.
 Sadly, we also said ‘bye’ to Jay at the end 
March, as she moved to be closer to her family in 
Gloucestershire. Jay has been a fantastic Manager 
and will be sorely missed by everyone. A heartfelt 
‘Thank you’ from us all.     

Clare Hucknall

help your Newsletter!
Clapham and District Newsletter has 
been published six times a year for over 
13 years. As you probably know it is run 
by a small group of Clapham and Newby 
residents who meet every two months 
to review the latest edition and plan the 
next one. The meetings are informal and 
usually last for less than an hour. We now 
need some more people, of any age, to join 
us so that we get plenty of ideas and good 
feedback from readers. 
 Will you join in? It doesn’t take 
up a lot of time and is good fun! No 
particular expertise is involved, just some 
enthusiasm!  If you would like to join us 
please contact one of the people involved 
– (see panel on back page) – you will be 
very welcome.

13

their age, if they can be located. If anyone 
can remember anything useful which 
might lead us to find where the artefacts 
are now, I’d be grateful if you could give 
me a call on 51032. Many thanks.

John Cordingley
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Septic tanks
Emptying & Maintenance

P J Richardson
Registered Waste Carrier No. NYK/642908

CLAPHAM, LANCASTER
Telephone 015242 51488

Mobile 07885 462 909

BOWLAND FELLS HEATING and SON
Domestic Servicing and Maintenance of

OIL FIRED BOILERS and COOKERS
(AGA/Raeburn etc.)

Telephone Guy Downing on 015242 41833 or Mobile 07780 708589

9 NEW ROAD, INGLETON LA6 3HL

Hatha Yoga
Yoga & relaxation classes in Bentham Town Hall, 

suitable for all abilities

Drop in classes cost £4 – everyone welcome 
Mats and blocks are provided

Every Tuesday 6pm – 7pm and 7.15pm – 8.15pm
Every Friday 6.30pm – 7.30pm

For more information please visit 
www.planey-yoga.co.uk 

or contact Sandra on 015242 62248 

G. Kay Builders ltd.
– General BuildinG –

No job too small!

South View  •  Cross Haw Lane 
Clapham  •  via Lancaster

LA2 8DZ

Mobile: 07805 874937
Home: 015242 51764

Westhouse Nursery

Westhouse, Ingleton LA6 3NJ Telephone. 41878
www.westhousenursery.co.uk

Rare and pure breed poultry and Garden Centre
We can supply everything the poultry keeper needs, from rare 

breed hens and cockerels to poultry food and good advice.
as a specialist poultry breeder we can provide many breeds.
Our poultry breed village is open to see breeding stock.

Large Fowl: Barnavelder, crested cream Legbar, Grand Langshan, 
egyptian Fayoumi, Marans, Marsh Daisy, Niederrheiner, Norfolk Grey, 
old english Pheasant Fowl, orpington, Plymouth rock, rhode island 
red, Silkie, Sussex, Vorwerk, Welsummers.
Bantams: araucana, Faverolles, hamburgh, Leghorn, orpington, old 
english Game, Plymouth rock, Silkie, Sussex, thurringian, Dutch, 
rosecomb, Sebright. Telephone for availability. Closed Tuesdays.

Your local supplier 
of TVs, Audios and 

Domestic Appliances

  • SALES
    • RENTALS
      • SERVICE

21 Main street, Bentham 
Tel. 015242 61259

ingleton industrial estate 
Tel. 015242 41224

email: info@toobys.com

Traditional building repairs

tel:  07884 499832

We specialise in:
• Lime pointing & plastering
• Lime wash
• Sash window repairs

Traditional building repairs

tel:  07884 499832

We specialise in:
• Lime pointing & plastering
• Lime wash
• Sash window repairs

Traditional building repairs

tel:  07884 499832

We specialise in:
• Lime pointing & plastering
• Lime wash
• Sash window repairs

Traditional building repairs

tel:  07884 499832

We specialise in:
• Lime pointing & plastering
• Lime wash
• Sash window repairs



Wildlife in Clapham
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In recent years Cuckoos have been in decline around 
England and Wales, whereas in Scotland and Ireland 
they seem to be doing well. When I moved here 19 
years ago Cuckoos were seen and heard singing 
regularly from the end of April till well into June. 
In 2011 I didn’t see or here a single Cuckoo around 
the local area. This year has been my best year for 
seeing and hearing Cuckoos for a long time. The 
first was heard calling near Nutta Farm on the 5th 
May. A male was first heard calling and then seen 
displaying to a female near the Bowland Knotts and 
one was heard singing at Keasden on the 6th May. 
One Cuckoo was heard singing near Clapham on14th 
and 20th May. With an increase of singing males this 
year they might have a better breeding season than 
they have had in the past.
 Barn Owls have been increasing over the last 
few years as I get regular reports of sightings of 
birds hunting around the local area. One Barn Owl 
has taken up residence of a hole in a tree near Crina 
Bottom Farm and it is regularly seen either sat by the 
hole or looking out of the hole at dawn or dusk.
 Summer migrants were late arriving due to the 
wintry weather we had over and after the Easter 
weekend. The first Swallow was seen over Clapham 
on the 14th April, on the same day ten were seen 
flying north over Nutta Farm, three were seen over 
Wenning Hipping Cottage and two flew north over 
Meldingscale Farm. One Sand Martin flew over the 
old railway line and one Sand Martin flew north over 
Hardacre Moss – 14th April, also on the 14th the first 
House Martin flew over Crina Bottom Farm. By the 

21st of May at least five pairs of House Martins were 
nest building around the Millennium office, there was 
also several pairs at River Bank Cottage.
 The 12th April was a good day for arriving 
summer migrants, one Willow Warbler was seen 
at Trow Gill, six Wheatears were seen at Clapham 
Bottoms and the Allotment, one male Ring Ouzel 
was seen at Clapham Bottom, a Firecrest was found 
at Trow Gill and a Merlin was also seen flying over 
the Allotment.
 Two male Redstarts were seen near the Show 
Cave on 19th April, after that at least three were seen 
between the Show Cave and Trow Gill and one male 
Redstart was heard singing at Calterber Bridge.
 The first Spotted Flycatcher was seen at Brokken 
Bridge by Chrissie Bell on the 23rd May.
 The Cold weather also held back some of our 
winter birds, a flock of about one hundred Redwings, 
twenty Song Thrushes and six Fieldfares were seen 
in the field next to Ingleborough Hall – 4th April, 
after that several small flocks of Fieldfares were seen 
around the local area with the last one seen near the 
Show Cave on the 26th April.
 Butterflies have been low in numbers so far this 
year. The first butterfly seen in flight was a Small 
Tortoiseshell at Pete and Brenda Evison’s house on 
16th April, since then low numbers of Small White, 
Green Veined White, Large White, Small Tortoiseshell, 
Green Hairstreak (pictured below) and Peacock have 
been seen around the local area.

Tim Hutchinson
Smithy Cottage



– HELPING HANDS –
If you don’t need weekly help but require help  
with one-off jobs, I could be the person you are 
looking for.
From taking-down curtains, preparing for a guest, 
waiting for an important delivery, preparing for  
the arrival of workmen and helping get back to  
normal when they have gone, help while you  
recuperate from an illness, sorting out that over-
flowing cupboard. Help moving-in or moving-out.

Contact Cherry Flitcroft
07969 984182 or 015242 51702

Settle
Chimney Sweep 
Services

4 Craven Terrace
Settle BD24 9DB

Tel. 01729 823683
Mobile. 07815 285321

Supplier of pots, cowls & bird nets

peter allen
FLOOR COVERINGS
	 	 l Quality Pine & oak Furniture
	 	 l Beds and Mattresses
	 	 l Karndean Design Showroom
UNIT 2, SOWARTH FIELD INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE, SETTLE
Telephone 01729 825122
open Mon, tues, thurs & Fri 10am to 4pm.  
Wednesday & Saturday  10am to 12.30pm

Welcome Customers Old & New

opening Times

 Monday to Wednesday  9.00 – 5.30
 Thursday & Friday 9.00 – 8.00
 Saturday 9.00 – 2.00

No appointment necessary

12 CHurCH sTreeT, seTTLe
Telephone 01729 822888

A.B.Lund Joinery
Kitchens  –  Bathrooms

French Polishing  –  Furniture Restoration
NO JOB TOO SmALL

Tel: 015242 41307
Mobile: 07812 586 087

Email: ablundjoinery@hotmail.co.uk

All rooms en-suit.

Prices from £30pppn.

Licenced restaurant.

Small parties catered 
for from 8-30 people 
birthdays etc.

We are Clapham’s secret. 
Please ring for more 
details.

All rooms en-suit.

Prices from £30pppn.

Licenced restaurant.

Small parties catered 
for from 8-30 people 
birthdays etc.

We are Clapham’s secret. 
Please ring for more 
details.

All rooms en-suite.
Prices from £30 pppn.
Licenced restaurant.
Small parties catered 
for, from 8 to 30 people 
for birthdays etc.
We are Clapham’s secret.
Please ring for more 
details.

Saturday Night
Dining
6pm – 8pm
Booking advisable

Here at Brookhouse 
we combine rustic 
dishes using locally 
sourced ingredients 
with modern 
presentation in order 
to provide a truly 
unforgettable dining 
experience.

All rooms en-suit.

Prices from £30pppn.

Licenced restaurant.

Small parties catered 
for from 8-30 people 
birthdays etc.

We are Clapham’s secret. 
Please ring for more 
details.

www.brookhouse-clapham.co.uk

as well as Saturday 
night dining we are 

often open mid-week – 
please give us a ring

this Free Newsletter aims to keep everyone in 
Clapham, Keasden and Newby in touch with what is 
happening in our community. it does, however, cost a 
not insignificant amount to produce, and advertising is 
a very necessary aid to the finances. An advert costs 
as little as £3.50 per issue.
For advertising your products and services, please 
contact Chrissie Bell on 015242 51610
articles, News and ideas please for the next issue by 
28th July, 2013 to the Village shop, 
Chrissie Bell: Chrisharte@aol.com,
mike Cornwell: mike–corn@tiscali.co.uk or 
ray hull: hull365@btinternet.com.
articles submitted but not included in the present 
publication will be printed in future issues.


