
Clapham & DistriCt Newsletter

Number 88, April, 2014

The Parish Council met on 25th February, 2014 and 
25th March, 2014. 
 Parish council elections will take place this year 
on 22nd May. If you would like to become involved, 
the deadline for nominations is 4pm on 24th April. 
For more information please contact the parish clerk 
whose details are at the end of this article.
The council is pleased to see work to install the 
new classroom at Clapham School has commenced. 
The school children should be able to make use of 
the new facility when they return from their Easter 
holidays. 
 The council is also pleased that clearance works 
on the old Mercedes Garage site have started and 
that a positive dialogue is being developed with the 
agents for the site. However, they will be writing 
to Craven District Council (CDC) to express their 
disappointment that, for legal reasons, the new 
housing development will be constructed without 
affordable housing or open space provision. 
 The council is fully supportive of the efforts 
being made by Clapham Sustainability Group to 
investigate the feasibility of running the village shop 
as a community enterprise. A donation of £100 is 
being made to the group to help with initial costs. 
Members look forward to the village event on 5th 
April to discuss the next step.  
 Local District Councillor Carl Lis is concerned 
that the car park in Clapham is an under-used 
resource. The parish council is supporting him in 
his efforts to highlight this issue to the National Park 
and his proposal that a section of the facility could 
be used free of charge by local people. 
 In order to mark the 100th anniversary of the 
start of World War I, the council is helping St 
James’ Church develop a display highlighting the 
involvement of local soldiers in the war. Plans are also 
afoot to refurbish the churchyard war memorial.
 The application to Craven District Council by St 

James’ Church for a temporary road closure on Street 
Market day was supported.
	 If	you	have	spotted	any	potholes	or	flooding	issues	
then you can contact the Clerk or email the Highways 
Department directly on Area5.Skipton@northyorks.
gov.uk

The following planning applications were 
considered:
18/2014/14396 Change of use from residential to 
part residential and bed and breakfast to provide 3 
no. letting bedrooms including external alterations to 
principal elevation at Bridge cottage, Clapham. 
 18/2014/14477: Proposed 10Kw (21.6m to blade 
tip) wind turbine and the associated infrastructure 
(foundations, grid connection and transformer and 
cabling) resubmission of 18/2013/14015, Tewitt Hall 
Farm. 

The following planning approvals were noted:
18/2014/14221: Listed building consent to demolish 
existing half glazed rear entrance porch and erect a 
new rear porch, internal alterations to create a new 
kitchen, utility room and cloakroom/WC, replace 
existing side elevation (west) window with French 
doors, Croft House, Newby.

The following refusals were noted:
18/2013/14015 proposed installation of Tozzi 
Nord TN535 Domestic Wind Turbine (15m Tower 
and 13.2m Rotor diameter), Tewitt Hall Farm, 
Clapham. 
 
The Parish Council is awaiting decisions for the 
following applications: 
18/2014/14275 Resubmission of planning approval 
18/2013/13553	 to	 incorporate	 an	 increase	 in	floor	
area and amendments to external appearance and 

Parish Council Report

continued on page 3
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– HELPING HANDS –
If you don’t need weekly help but require help  
with one-off jobs, I could be the person you are 
looking for.
From taking down curtains, preparing for a guest, 
waiting for an important delivery, preparing for  
the arrival of workmen and helping get back to  
normal when they have gone, help while you  
recuperate from an illness, sorting out that over-
flowing cupboard. Help moving in or moving out.

Contact Cherry Flitcroft
07969 984182 or 015242 51702

Welcome Customers Old & New

Opening Times

 Monday to Wednesday  9.00 – 5.30
 Thursday & Friday 9.00 – 8.00
 Saturday 9.00 – 2.00

No appointment necessary

12 CHURCH STREET, SETTLE
Telephone 01729 822888

All rooms en-suit.

Prices from £30pppn.

Licenced restaurant.

Small parties catered 
for from 8-30 people 
birthdays etc.

We are Clapham’s secret. 
Please ring for more 
details.

All rooms en-suit.

Prices from £30pppn.

Licenced restaurant.

Small parties catered 
for from 8-30 people 
birthdays etc.

We are Clapham’s secret. 
Please ring for more 
details.

All rooms en-suite.
Prices from £30 pppn.
Licenced restaurant.
Small parties catered 
for, from 8 to 30 people 
for birthdays etc.
We are Clapham’s secret.
Please ring for more 
details.

Saturday Night
Dining
6pm – 8pm
Booking advisable

Here at Brookhouse 
we combine rustic 
dishes using locally 
sourced ingredients 
with modern 
presentation in order 
to provide a truly 
unforgettable dining 
experience.

All rooms en-suit.

Prices from £30pppn.

Licenced restaurant.

Small parties catered 
for from 8-30 people 
birthdays etc.

We are Clapham’s secret. 
Please ring for more 
details.

www.brookhouse-clapham.co.uk

As well as Saturday 
night dining we are 

often open mid-week – 
please give us a ring

If you wish to advertise in the Newsletter 
please contact:

Ray Hull at  
Park View, Church Ave, Clapham LA2 8EA

If you have an article or some interesting 
news that you would like to appear in the 

newsletter please email or telephone .

hull365@btinternet.com 
or phone 015242 51492

Traditional building repairs

tel:  07884 499832

We specialise in:
• Lime pointing & plastering
• Lime wash
• Sash window repairs

Traditional building repairs

tel:  07884 499832

We specialise in:
• Lime pointing & plastering
• Lime wash
• Sash window repairs

Traditional building repairs

tel:  07884 499832

We specialise in:
• Lime pointing & plastering
• Lime wash
• Sash window repairs

Traditional building repairs

tel:  07884 499832

We specialise in:
• Lime pointing & plastering
• Lime wash
• Sash window repairs

Settle
Chimney Sweep 
Services

4 Craven Terrace
Settle BD24 9DB

Tel. 01729 823683
Mobile. 07815 285321

Supplier of pots, cowls & bird nets

On-Site Welding 
Farm Buildings etc. 

4x4 Repairs and 
Plant Repairs

Unit 1, DaleS VieW  
OlD ROaD  
ClaPham la2 8Jh
telephone 07779 081388

KEVIN CHADWICK
Agricultural Engineer
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CHURCH NEWS
The Vicar writes . . .

Church Services in April
Sunday 13th, 11.00 am Family Service for Palm 

Sunday and Baptism at Clapham
 2.00 pm Holy Communion for Palm Sunday at 

Keasden
Tuesday, 15th, 7.30 pm Holy Communion for Holy 

Week at Clapham

At our After-School Club one of the children came 
to show me a tiny cross her parents had bought her 
and in its little box was this lovely message.
I carry a cross in my pocket, and I can think of no 
better message for all of us at Easter than these lovely 
words:

I carry a cross in my pocket,
 a simple reminder to me, 
of the fact that I am a Christian, 
 no matter where I may be.

This little cross is not magic, 
 nor is it a good luck charm.
It isn’t meant to protect me
 from every physical harm.

It’s	not	for	identification,
 for all the world to see. 
It’s simply an understanding,
 between my Saviour and me.

When I put my hand in my pocket,
 to bring out a coin or key,
the cross is there to remind me,
 of the price He paid for me.

It reminds me, too, to be thankful,
 for my blessings day by day,
and to strive to serve Him better
 in all that I do and say.

It’s also a daily reminder,
 of the peace and comfort I share,
with all who know my Master,
 and give themselves to His care.

So I carry a cross in my pocket,
 reminding no one but me,
that Jesus Christ is Lord of my life,
 if only I’ll let Him be.

       Blessings to you all, Ian

Thursday, 17th, 7.30 pm Maundy Thursday Service 
at Clapham

Good Friday, 18th, 1.00 pm Morning Devotions at 
Keasden

Easter Sunday, 20th, all invited at noon to join 
in the Procession around Clapham to mark 
the Easter message, with coffee and cake in 
Church afterwards. 1.00 pm Family Communion 
at Clapham. 2.00 pm Holy Communion at 
Keasden

Sunday, 27th, 11.00 am Holy Communion at 
Clapham. 2.00 pm Evensong at Keasden  

Diary Dates for April
Saturday, 12th – Celebration Service for Bradford 

Diocese in the Cathedral at 3.00 pm. A mini-bus 
will be going – see Catherine Menday if you 
would like to book a seat.

Sunday, 13th – Songs of Praise for Palm Sunday on 
BBC1 from Bradford Cathedral.

Looking Ahead – May
Thursday, 1st – Annual Visitation at Gargrave Church 

at 7.00 for 7.30 pm. All welcome to attend.
11th-17th – Christian Aid Week
Sunday, 11th – Primrose Walk – meet at Church at 

3.00 pm followed by Afternoon Tea.
Thursday, 15th – Quiet Day at Parceval Hall – 10.00 

am to 4.00 pm. All welcome – sign the list in 
Church if you are attending.

Sunday, 18th – Lambing Service at Wenningside 
Farm, Keasden at 7.00 pm, where the crook, dog, 
lamb	and	fleece	are	all	blessed.

Parish Council Report continued from front page
area and amendments to external appearance and 
boundary treatments, Green Close House, Clapham 
 C/18/57A for erection of replacement single storey 
lean-to at side of property, Clareson, Cross Haw Lane, 
Clapham
 The Parish Council meets on the 4th Tuesday 
of each month (except December when it is 3rd 
Tuesday) and meetings take place in the Village Hall 
starting at 7.30pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend.
 Parish Clerk Gillian Muir can be contacted by 
email claphamclerk@btinternet.com or by phone 
015242 51775. 
		 Responsible	Financial	Officer	Nicola	Saward	can	
be contacted on nicola.saward@btinternet.com or by 
phone 015242 51703.
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Thomas Redhead
Solid Fuel & LPG gas supplier

All grades and sizes of coal, 
every available smokeless fuel

Netted Logs • Kindling • Bottled Gas
all delivered to your door

QuaLity, reLiaBiLity & choice
Garden Compost now available

015242 41626 or 41212

Advice and information for 
older people and their carers

CHEapSidE, SEttlE bd24 9EW
 tel: 01729 823066
 01729 825669

registered Charity number: 700054

NoRtH CRavEN

Now open Sundays
11am to 4pm

L. PRESTON & SONS
Proprietor: iaN PreStoN

TOWN HEAD GARAGE
AUSTWICK

Telephone 015242 51391

New & Used Car Sales 
M.O.T. Testing & Repairs

Mark Watson
Home & Garden Maintenance

07759 680938 • 07759 680943 
Low Bentham 015242 62038

Digging, fencing, hedge trimming, mowing, 
paving, planting, power washing, spraying, 

strimming, turfing, gutters cleared.
Loft insulating, pointing, rendering, painting.

No job too small, reasonable rates, 
estimates given.

JAMES 
MARSHALL
Joiner & Carpenter

Established 1988

KEASDEN • CLAPHAM
Telephone 015242 51687 
or Mobile 07813 117814

HARRISON & CROSS LTD.
NICEIC APPROvED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Settle
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!

THE ONE-STOP SHOP
Complete and partial rewires, electrical checks on existing 

installations. Small appliance testing.  
Televisions supplied and installed, aerials erected.

Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for Chest 
Freezers, Larder Fridges, Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 

Dishwashers, Cookers, Microwaves and Vacuum Cleaners.

BRigHTEN UP YOUR HOME
Our lighting showroom will give you all the latest ideas,  

we offer a free design service with installation if required.

Telephone: 01729 823423. Email: harrisoncross@cooptel.net

Above & Below
A local company providing outdoor
activities in the area – rock climbing, 
caving, hill walking, gorge scrambling, 
abseiling and mountain bike guiding. 
Groups, families, individuals and 
training courses catered for – complete 
novices to advanced skills.

DUNCAN MORRISON
Greenstead, Newby, Clapham LA2 8HR

Tel. 015242 51011
email: info@aboveandbelow.org.uk
Web: www. aboveandbelow.org.uk

Member of AALA • ACI • AMI

open Mon to Fri 8.30am – 5.30pm Sat 9.00am – 5.30pm
ashfield car Park, Settle BD24 9aa

telephone: 01729 823002
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On Wednesday, 26th March the new mobile classroom arrived for Clapham school. It arrived by lorry in three 
sections. Each part was hoisted off its lorry and lowered into place by a big mobile crane.  
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instant

photoprints

Tel: 01729 823990

20 Station Road • Settle 
North Yorkshire • BD24 9AA

hello@iprintshop.co.uk

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm

FREE PARKING AT THE DOOR

NOW WITH  PHOTOBOOTH  SELF-SERVICE PHOTO  PRINTING * 

*from Camera Memory Cards 
or USB sticks, also Slides, 

Pictures or Films Scanned  
to Memory cards.

StACKStEADS LEISuRE CENtRE
tAttERtHoRN LANE, INgLEtoN

Offering a 15 metre indoor swimming pool
with stunning views of ingleborough,

 a jacuzzi spa, a sauna and gymnasium.

l Limited membershiips available l

New Local 
Leisure CeNtre

For more info phone 015242 41386 or
e-mail enquiries@stacksteadfarm.co.uk

or visit www.stacksteadfarm.co.uk

For Professional, Effective, Chartered 
Physiotherapy for all your musculoskeletal 

and Women’s Health Problems

Phone 015242 62216
www.benthamphysio.co.uk

Physiotherapy
Clinic

Bentham

Home Barn 
Foods

Outside catering for all events

Lucy Knowles
Fiach Cottage, Feizor, Austwick,  

via Lancaster LA2 8DF

Telephone:
01729 825626 or 07738 922 524

CROOKLANDS~ ~
Rural 4 Star Silver B&B

Old Road, Clapham
Tel: 015242 51813

17th Century former farmhouse with peaceful south 
facing views over Bowland. One double room and one 

double/or twin room, both en-suite.
Hearty breakfasts from locally sourced ingredients.

Ideal for walkers, cyclists and tourists

www.crooklandsclapham.co.uk

Telephone: 015242 51813
Mobile: 07990 972070

A 17 th Century former Farmhouse 
in the Yorkshire Dales

www.CrooklandsClapham.co.uk

e-mail: info@crooklandsclapham.co.uk
Telephone:  015242 51813

Mobile: 079909 72070

From M6
At Junction 36 (from north) take A65 to Skipton. 
From south, at Junction 34 take A683 to Kirkby 
Lonsdale, then A687 to Ingleton and A65. On 
entering Ingleton, turn left at the Masons Arms, 
signposted B6255 to Hawes. Go straight over one 
set of cross roads, and when beginning to climb up 
out of Ingleton, there is a signpost to Clapham to 
the right along the Old Road, and Cycle Route 68.  
Take this road and travel 2.3 miles approximately, 
and Crooklands is on the right hand side.

From Skipton A65
Take the turning to Clapham. The road will take 
you past the New Inn Hotel on the right hand side 
as you enter the village. Follow the road over the 
bridge and past The Village Store on the right. Take 
the second turning on the right – Cross Haw Lane, 
signposted to the Village Hall. Continue straight 
on out of the village up the hill, and Crooklands 
is the first house on the left about ¼ mile after you 
pass the road to Newby, i.e. about 1½ miles from 
The Village Store.

Sat Navs
Some Sat Navs will direct you via Newby village 
– this is steep and narrow. If unavoidable, turn off 
the A65 at the Little Chef & come up through the 
village with the green on your left, to a T-junction 
with the hamlet of  Newby Cote opposite. Turn 
left. After ¼ mile there will be two barns, one on 
each side of the road. Crooklands is immediately 
after, on the left.

how to find us

Old Road
Clapham

North Yorkshire
LA2 8HY

Photography by Tony Dilger  07811 665236
Design & Print by Red Hot Pixel  015242 51542

BuS SERVICES
You may have noticed that the Little Red Bus 
no longer runs the 581 bus service since it 

sadly went into liquidation at the end of July. 

Kirkby Lonsdale Coach Hire took over the 
service at very short notice. 

 A revised timetable is on display at both 
bus stops in Clapham or at  

www.dalesbus.org

Ann Stewart
Dry Stone Walling
Tel/Fax: 015242 51118
e-mail: ann@eggshell2.demon.co.uk

2 Eggshell Lane, Clapham
via Lancaster, North Yorkshire LA2 8EP

Professional Member Dry Stone Walling Association
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Clapham cum Newby cum Keasdon residents 
are considering taking over the village shop as a 
Community owned venture. On Saturday the 5 
April	over	fifty	parishioners	met	in	the	local	village	
hall to hear the results of the survey conducted in 
the village which expressed the views of over one 
hundred residents. 
 The meeting was opened and chaired by John 
Dawson a local farmer and Parish Councillor. John, 
in his own unique style ,both informed and amused 
his audience. John introduced the purpose of the 
meeting:
“to consider the results of the village survey and 
decide whether to move to the next stage a feasibility 
study – to determine whether or not the village 
residents, acting collaboratively, should take over 
and run the village shop” 
and then asked Don Gamble, a member of the 
Steering Group, to report on the results of the village 
survey. Don gave a breakdown of the results in a form 
easily understood and compatibly digestible. 
 The survey, in the form of a questionnaire, asked 
respondents to say whether they supported the idea of 
a community shop and to giv~ their views on a variety 
of	shop	issues.	Over	ninety	five	percent	supported	the	
idea and around fortY percent offered to help prepare 
and run the shop. Detail of the survey was presented 
on infoimatien boards for attendees to study. 
 Following Don, John introduced Eddie Leggett, 
a	member	of	the	Steering	Group,	to	describe	briefly	
what the feasibility study would entail and what legal, 
administrative	and	financial	 structures	would	used	
to support the idea. He ended with a thank you to 
the Plunkett Foundation and especially our Plunkett 
Advisor, Charlotte Foster, who was attending the 
meeting whose models, templates and guidance have 

been, and will continue to be, most helpful, emerging 
as they do from having helped 319 shops evolve. 
 The meeting also heard from Jean who had played 
an instrumental part in the formation of the Burton-
in-Lonsdale community shop. Jean gave a positive 
view of their experience spiced with a word of caution 
that it was hard work to make sure the shop stayed 
financially	healthy.	
 Refreshments were served and discussions of the 
proposal	aired	before	reconvening	for	final	questions	
and answers, and the Vote. 
 John Dawson led the Q. & A. session before 
putting the proposal to the meeting. 
 The vote was unanimous in favour of moving 
to	a	Feasibility	Study	the	findings	of	which	would	
be reported back to second parish meeting. It was 
noted that we would be eligible for a £2,000 grant to 
cover the costs of the study from the Esme Fairbairne 
Foundation. 
 The Steering Group of four, Don Gamble, Wendy 
Jennings, Diane Elphinston and Eddie Leggett, are 
to	be	joined	by	five	others	who	have	specialist	skills	
pertinent to the study and long term development, 
Nick Burton (accountant), Esther Pugh (retail expert), 
James Innerdale (architect), Denise Wilson (small 
business development) and Sue Mann (voluntary 
organisations). 
 The steering group members are all experienced 
in	 their	 own	fields	 and	 together	will	 conduct	 the	
Feasibility Survey. If the Study suggests that a 
community shop in Clapham could be viable and 
the next public meeting agrees to go ahead with 
the proposal, a new management committee will 
be elected by that same meeting. This would be the 
start of a democratically run organisation of which 
all parishioners would be members. 

Clapham, a Village of Shopkeepers?
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Who’s Who?
Can you match these photos of people in 
our village to the brief clues provided?  If not 
it means that you are either new to the area 
or you have not been studying your copy of 
The Clapham Newsletter!!!

 Answers on page 13. There will be more 
embarrassing photos in the next edition.

A

B

C E

D
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A   They met at Wembley.
B   They come from a dale in Lancashire.
C   The most arresting couple in our area.
D   The mucky Valentine couple.
E   They have made great strides since they 

were married.
F  The ballet story turned out to be false but 

he lit up her life.
G   A butcher’s boy enjoys the sun in Filey
H   The Caveman of Clapham and his 

Cavewoman.
I   He was not a mason by trade; she has an 

organic connection to the church.
J   The sisters from Nelson.

g

H

F

I

J
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A tribute to

Chris was born on the 24th January 1939 in Wilmslow, 
Cheshire. One of his forebears included the hymn 
writer, John Byrom, whose most famous hymn was 
‘Christians Awake, Salute the Happy Morn. 
 He attended local schools until he followed 
the family tradition –  his father, his elder brother 
and numerous cousins, to Sedbergh School just up 
the road from here. That was where Chris learnt 
to appreciate Yorkshire and the Yorkshire Dales, 
although the compulsory cross country runs put him 
off running for life!  He also followed his father to 
St John’s College, Cambridge where he went to read 
Economics and Law. As a student Chris made some 
life long friendships – some of whom are here with 
us today.  
 On graduating Chris set about qualifying as an 
accountant.	He	worked	 in	 several	 large	firms	 and	
moved several times in order to pursue his career and 
to support his growing family – his daughters Conny, 
Ellen, Jeanette and Kathryn.  They lived in Liverpool, 
Essex, Chorley and Knutsford – the girls particularly 
loved Chorley where they lived on a small-holding 
with horses, and other livestock.
 Chris then moved to work in the City of London 

and in Manchester where he became 
involved in merchant banking. He also 
found time to qualify as a Barrister at 
Gray’s Inn. Prior to retiring he was Regional 
Manager	of	a	national	firm	of	accountants.
 When he retired he and Chrissie moved 
to Stainforth and enjoyed living in a lovely 
village and got involved in many aspects 
of village life, including St Peter’s church 
where Chris became Treasurer. 
 Over 12 years ago they found Fellside; 
they loved the house and garden  and 
fortunately for Clapham moved into the 
village. Chris very quickly took on a number 
of	jobs	all	linked	to	his	financial	knowledge	
and ability.  He became Treasurer of 
TRAMPS – that is the Ribblesdale Area 
Moving Picture Show – which regularly 
goes around the villages showing the 
latest	films.	He	also	took	over	as	Treasurer	
of the Clapham Biodiesel project which 
successfully recycles used cooking oil 
into diesel,  and of course Chris got totally 
involved in this work.
 He was a regular worshipper, a sidesman 
and reader, and a few years ago he took over 
from Owen Walton as Church Treasurer 
– I know that these organisations were 

so grateful to Chris for his wisdom and carefully 
prepared	budgets	and	financial	analyses.	We	will	all	
miss him.
 As regards pastimes, gardening was not one of 
Chris’s passions. He was a very tidy person and he 
soon realised it was best to leave most of the gardening 
to Chrissie! But for most of his life he did have two 
abiding passions – golf and bridge.  He learned to play 
golf as a boy and was a member of Wilmslow Golf 
Club – and golf played a part in his marketing role 
when working for Robson Rhodes. When he moved 
to Stainforth he joined Settle Gold Club – where he 
was a member of the TOFFS – decorum forbids me 
interpreting these letters for you.  He later became a 
member of Kirkby Lonsdale Golf Club where he was 
a member of the Seniors Section and had the honour 
of being captain for one year. It is good that some of 
his	golfing	friends	are	here	today.
 Chrissie has received a wide range of cards and 
messages over the past days – several  describing 
Chris’s attitude to and enjoyment of golf. One writes 
‘Golf is much like life, a mixture of happy and 
harrowing experiences. Chris brought something 
unique to the game and could always surprise and 



11

Christopher Bell
cheer us – many thanks from those that shared the 
experience’.  
 Other friends have referred to Chris and his bridge 
and how on occasions they were surprised at his play 
– one writes ‘At bridge he was always interesting to 
play against, always enthusiastic albeit sometimes 
exasperating as he made rash bids which often came 
off – much to his delight. He would say that it was 
only a game but I suspect that it was rather more 
serious.’ 
 Chris and Chrissie always enjoyed their holidays 
together, indeed they met on a train, and on one 
holiday they went by train to Venice and back. Last 
year they made a train trip to Vienna, Prague and 
Berlin which they much enjoyed. For a number of 
years Chris had an apartment in Florida overlooking 
a golf course – possibly an ideal location!
 Chris then was a man who made the most of his 
life, he was immensely proud of his four daughters, 
his nine grandchildren and two great grandchildren 
and he and Chrissie made the most of their years 
together – I know in these past weeks since Chris 
received news of his terminal illness Chrissie’s 
support to him has been immense and also the love 
and support of his four precious daughters
 On behalf of Chrissie and the family can I thank 
you all for being here today and supporting them. 
Thanks to Kirsty and the Farrer family for the lovely 
flowers	we	see	in	church	today	and,	for	Chris,	to	all	
the staff and carers at Anley House who looked after 
him so well.
 When Chris discovered the news of his tumour 
and the diagnosis – he still came to church for at 
least three weeks until his health prevented him 
coming. On one of these Sundays he said – ‘Ian I’ve 
had a good life, a great career and a great family, I 

am nearly 75 and I am ready to go.’ Over the weeks 
both	at	home,	 in	Castleberg	and	finally	 in	Anley	I	
have taken Chris Holy Communion, and prayed with 
him – he was ready to go and today we can rejoice 
that he is indeed at peace.
 Our reading from Revelations ch21, the last book 
in the Bible and a kind of vision that St John was 
given of life in heaven, life with God he read these 
amazing words:

 ‘God himself will be with them,
 he will wipe away every tear their from their            
  eyes,
 and death shall be no more, neither shall
 there be mourning, nor crying or pain.’
Chris is well – out of all pain and as a Christian he 
will have heard these words ‘Well done good and 
faithful servant. In my father’s house there are many 
mansions.’
 Yes, we thank God today for Chris and rejoice 
that he is in a place prepared by our Lord for all who 
have loved and served him.
 I close with a prayer written by Thomas Leaman 
a retired GP who lives in Pennsylvania – he and 
Chris have been friends for well over 50 years, and in 
December, at the age of 90, Tom came over to spend 
two days with Chris and Chrissie:

Thank you for the life and love of Christopher 
Bell,
his love of family and of each of us, his 
friends;
his foresight, his wisdom his good judgement, 
his personal spirituality
his twinkling eyes and his sense of humour.’
Christopher John Bell (1939–2014)

ART GROUP 63rd ANNUAL EXHIBITION
 

Clapham Art Group will be holding its annual exhibition at  
CLAPHAM VILLAGE HALL

 from Saturday, 24th May to Sunday, 1st June.
Opening times 11.00am to 6.00pm every day. Admission 50p

The Preview will be held on Friday, 23rd May at 8.00 pm to which 
everyone is welcome.
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Septic tanks
Emptying & Maintenance

P J Richardson
Registered Waste Carrier No. NYK/642908

CLAPHAM, LANCASTER
Telephone 015242 51488

Mobile 07885 462 909

BOWLAND FELLS HEATING and SON
Domestic Servicing and Maintenance of

OIL FIRED BOILERS and COOKERS
(AGA/Raeburn etc.)

Telephone Guy Downing on 015242 41833 or Mobile 07780 708589

9 NEW ROAD, INGLETON LA6 3HL

G. Kay Builders ltd.
– General BuildinG –

No job too small!

South View  •  Cross Haw Lane 
Clapham  •  via Lancaster

LA2 8DZ

Mobile: 07805 874937
Home: 015242 51764

Chimney Sweeping Services

Property Maintenance Ltd

Fully trained, clean, professional service.

Institute of Chimney Sweeps registered member
(ICS) certificate with every sweep.

Chimney repairs, birds nest removal, 
bird guards, cowls, pots, 

CCTV chimney inspections, etc.

Tel: 015242 51106 · Mobile: 07779 885125

peter allen
FLOOR COVERINGS
    l Quality Pine & oak Furniture
    l Beds and Mattresses
    l Karndean Design Showroom
UNIT 2, SOWARTH FIELD INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE, SETTLE
Telephone 01729 825122
open Mon, tues, thurs & Fri 10am to 4pm.  
Wednesday & Saturday  10am to 12.30pm
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The church clock has not been working at all in recent 
weeks, after functioning erratically ever since being 
restored to its place in the church tower. You may 
have wondered why and what has been going on after 
the village and Parish Church Council had spent so 
much money on the clock in recent years.
 The clock was removed on 18th August 2009, for 
safe keeping while new bells, new bell-frame and new 
floors	were	being	 installed	 in	 the	 tower.	The	 large	
protective wooden casing which had been around 
the clock was removed on 4 November 2009 – it had 
probably been there since 1885 when the clock was 
installed, was now riddled with woodworm and was 
long overdue for replacement. The newly serviced 
and repainted clock mechanism was returned early 
in 2011 and re-started on 14th April.

LIttER PICK
It is several months since a group of residents last 
scoured the local roadside verges for litter. Now we 
can see plenty of litter out there waiting to be picked 
up. So a litter pick has been arranged for Sunday, 27th 
April from 2.00 to 4.00pm.  
 If you can help with this please come along to the 
starting point outside Richard Sexton’s barn, opposite 
the New Inn. Hi-viz tabards will be available as well as 
litter pickers, plastic sacks etc. Please bring your own 
protective gloves. If there are enough of us we plan to 
pick up any litter found beside the roads which lead from 
the village to the A65. If you want further information 
please ring Ken Pearce on 51816.    

tHE CHuRCH CLoCK
 Since then the clock has stopped from time to 
time without obvious cause. Adjustments seemed 
to produce only temporary improvements. It was 
thought that dust may be causing the problem in the 
absence of a new wooden casing round the clock.  
Whilst there was some debate about this issue it was 
decided that the clock should be left idle until new 
wooden casing is in place.
 The new wooden casing is now being constructed.  
It will include a number of glazed panels which will 
allow the historic clock mechanism to be seen more 
easily. The clock will be cleaned and re-started when 
the casing has been completed.  It is hoped to have 
this	work	finished	before	essential	work	on	the	tower	
parapet begins later in the year.

Ken Pearce

Clapham games Club 
The Games Club is held in the Reading Room 
on Monday afternoons at 1.30 p.m. Dates for the 
next few months are: 28th April, 19th May, 9th 
and 23rd June, 7th and 21st July, 4th and 18th 
August, 8th and 22nd September  
 From 1st October, 2014 the Reading Room 
will be closed on Mondays for the winter. Sue is 
happy to have the Games Club there but for the 
winter months it will have to be on Wednesday, 
Thursday or Friday. There is plenty of time to 
discuss it before then. 
 Any queries please ring Brenda on 51816

Watch out – history is repeating itself. The Vikings 
are coming to Clapham again. The Scandinavian 
music and dance event Scandimoot is moving 
down the road from Austwick to Clapham on May 
Bank Holiday 2nd–5th. In fact we have invaded the 
Yorkshire Dales many times – for 15 years or so we 
have come to your beautiful area to dance and play 
music.
 What do we do? Well, we play and learn to play, 
glorious traditional Scandinavian music. Imagine 
string quartets – chamber music – but with lots more 
oomph;	fiddles,	and	other	instruments,	all	acoustic,	
playing the most amazing tunes. 
 And we learn to dance to it as well. People come 
from all over the UK and Europe, and take back the 
tunes and the dances. We have workshops over the 
long weekend, and a Saturday evening concert in 
Victoria Hall in Settle. 
	 This	 year	 is	 our	first	 in	Clapham	–	 it’s	 such	 a	

tHE VIKINgS ARE ComINg to CLAPHAm
lovely place, we’re delighted to have the chance to 
stay here. The Village Hall Committee, the Bunk 
Barn and Ingleborough Hall have been so welcoming; 
and we are looking forward to playing and dancing 
here. We would like to put you into our programme 
too as thanks for being here. We are planning a 
community family event where you can come and 
meet	some	of	the	musicians	from	Sweden,	find	out	
how a nyckelharpa works, listen to some music and 
discover some of the traditions, such as what Swedish 
families do at midsummer! Many of our participants 
come from some distance, and though we have 
booked the Clapham Bunk Barns, other people may 
be looking for (inexpensive) accommodation. If by 
any chance you have a free bed, and could offer it to 
one of the Scandimoot party (no bedding or breakfast 
needed), then you would be paid around £15 – £20 
a night with free entry to any of our events.  You can 
find	us	on	www.scandimoot.org,uk
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 Windows 
 Doors 
 Bespoke Conservatories 
 Roofline 
 Sliding Sash Windows 
 Stable Doors 
 Composite Doors by Rockdoor 

& Door-Stop International 
 14 different Woodgrains 
 Farrow & Ball / RAL Chart  

Colour bonded PVCu  
 Hardwood windows 

Dalesview Business Centre  
Old Road, Clapham LA2 8JH 

015242 51705 
www.airevalleyglass.co.uk 

Bridge Road, Sutton-in-Craven 
Keighley BD20 7ES 

01535 634788 
airevalleyglass@btconnect.com 

A Family-Run  
Business Established 

Over 25 Years 

Manufacturers & Installers of Top Quality Made-to-Measure: 
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Wildlife in Clapham
Normally I would write about butterflies in the 
wildlife report during the summer months but because 
this winter has been so mild and some early warm 
spells	during	March,	five	species	of	butterflies	have	
already been seen on the wing up to the 1st April and 
as I wrote in the last report I had quite a lot of reports 
of Small Tortoiseshells hibernating in houses around 
the local area.
	 One	Red	Admiral	was	seen	in	flight	at	Ingleborough	
hall on the 3rd March, this is the earliest I have ever 
seen  one in flight. The Red Admiral normally 
hibernates further south, some do try to hibernate 
further north but they don’t seem to survive through 
the winters. With it being so mild this winter this one 
has survived through the winter. Another unusual 
butterfly	that	seems	to	have	got	through	the	winter	
was	 the	Comma	 (pictured)	 one	was	 seen	 in	flight	
at Ingleborough Hall – 19th March and 1st April. 
Several	 Small	Tortoiseshells	were	 seen	 in	 flight	
during	March	 and	on	 the	 1st	April.	The	first	 four	
Peacocks	were	 seen	 flying	 around	 the	Allotment	
on Ingleborough – 30th March and one was seen at 
Ingleborough Hall – 31st March and 1st April. One 
Small	white	was	seen	in	flight	at	Ingleborough	Hall	
– 1st April.
	 The	first	Oystercatcher	was	back	in	the	field	next	
to the sewage works on the 8th February. There has 
been	a	flock	of	twenty	eight	Oystercatchers	feeding	
in	the	fields	around	Nutta	Farm	throughout	March.	
On the 9th March sixty-nine Oystercatchers were 
seen around the local area.
	 On	 the	 19th	 February	 the	 first	Curlew	 of	 the	
year	flew	over	Hardacre	Moss	and	during	 the	end	

Beckside Yarns
& Needlecrafts

A Gallery full of fabulous yarns by Norro, 
Colinette, Debbie Bliss, Rowan, 
Brigantia, Lang, Louisa Harding, 
RYC, Gedifra and many more

Help and advice always on hand 
Call 015242 51122

 Beckside Gallery
www.becksideyarns.com Church Avenue, Clapham
info@becksideyarns.com North Yorkshire LA2 8EA

of February and throughout March they have been 
slowly increasing in numbers around the local area.
 Even though we had a Chiffchaff wintering at 
Ingleborough Hall during the early part of the year, 
the	first	Chiffchaff	was	heard	singing	at	the	hall	on	
the 27th March. One was seen on the Nature Trail 
and one was seen and heard singing in the garden of 
David and Barbara Yates on the 30th March.
 Also on the 30th March lots of Skylarks and 
Meadow Pipits were seen and heard singing around 
Clapham Bottoms and the Allotment. With them were 
the	first	ten	Wheatears	of	the	year	and	a	male	Ring	
Ouzel was seen at the top end of Clapham Bottoms 
near the Allotment.
 Even though our summer migrants are slowly 
arriving back (no Swallows yet), there are still some 
winter	 birds	 around	 the	 local	 area.	A	 small	 flock	

of Fieldfares were seen at 
Trow	Gill	and	a	large	flock	of	
Fieldfares were seen near the 
Allotment on 30th March.

Tim Hutchinson, 
SmithyCottage

Answers to  
Who’s Who

A    Sheila and Stuart Maywood
B    Richard and Jane Daniels
C    Angela and Les Moorhouse
D    Alan and Ruthie Woodhouse
E    Susan and Norman Stride
F     Ann and Gus Stewart 
G    Alan Bennett
H    Simon and Sue Latimer
I     Liz and Eric Mason
J    Glenys McMahon and Mavis  
 Leonard

The Comma butterfly



Jenny M Parker
Bsc (Hons), MCSP, HPC

Chartered Physiotherapist
Specialising in the rehabilitation and  

prevention of injury

Mobile physiotherapy service offering comprehensive 
assessment and treatment of joint and spinal 
problems, sports injuries, respiratory and neurological 
conditions, all in the comfort of your own home. 
Cover for sporting events also available.

Please call to discuss your requirements and to 
book appointments.

Telephone: 015242 51049
Mobile: 07763 047160

John Murfin
Plumbing & Heating
  l Boilers
  l heating systems & installations
 l Gas Safe registered l LPG
 l Bathrooms designed, supplied  
  and installed  l tiling

01729 825833 l 07870 164249

Newsholme & Son
(established 1950)

Electrical Engineers
STATION ROAD, CLAPHAM

Write or phone 015242 51383
Domestic • agricultural installations • Security 
Lighting and Burglar alarms • Fire alarm Systems • 
additional electrical circuits • Faults • Breakdowns 
• Panel and Night Store heaters supplied.
No call-out charges, No VAT, Free estimates

 

Adderstone 3D Design

tel: 015242 51483     mobile: 07971 292156
email: helenbrocklehurst@hotmail.co.uk

Architectural interior Drawings
Plan Layouts,  
Colour Perspectives
Elevations, Interior Details, 
Planning Applications.

Retail Design      
Merchandise Layout, Lighting, 
Fixtures & Fittings.

A.B.Lund Joinery
Kitchens  –  Bathrooms

French Polishing  –  Furniture Restoration
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Tel: 015242 41307
Mobile: 07812 586 087

Email: ablundjoinery@hotmail.co.uk

this Free Newsletter aims to keep everyone in 
Clapham, Keasden and Newby in touch with what is 
happening in our community. it does, however, cost a 
not insignificant amount to produce, and advertising is 
a very necessary aid to the finances. An advert costs 
as little as £3.50 per issue.
For advertising your products and services, please 
contact ray hull on 015242 51492.

articles, News and ideas please for the next issue 
by 28th May, 2014 to the Village shop, 

Chrissie Bell: Chrisharte@aol.com,
mike Cornwell: mike–corn@tiscali.co.uk or 

ray hull: hull365@btinternet.com.
articles submitted but not included in the present 
publication will be printed in future issues.

natiOnal
WateR Well 
engineeRS

Domestic & Agricultural  
Water Well Drilling 

Installation of Water Mains

turnerford Cottage, Keasden, Clapham la2 8eX
tel. 015242 51013 or 07801 747632

email: waterwells@hotmail.co.uk
www.nationalwaterwellengineers.co.uk


