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Continued overleaf

if things go according to plan over the next few weeks 
then the next update in the april newsletter will be 
celebrating the re-opening of the village shop as a 
community-owned business. at the time of writing, 
a lot of things are about to happen and the last few 
pieces of the jigsaw are expected to be in place 
soon. it might have seemed little was happening, but 
we’ve been working inside the building, recruiting 
paid staff and volunteers, applying for a Post Office 
licence and an alcohol licence, arranging orders 
and accounts with suppliers, negotiating the lease, 
getting insured, setting up our till and accounting 
systems, placing orders for appliances, arranging an 
electricity supplier, getting a phone line and internet 
access . . . . the list goes on.
 recruiting the right shop manager is a critical 
factor. we are interviewing for the shop manager 
post on 31st January. hopefully by the time you 
read this we will have recruited staff and so we will 
have a much better idea of the march opening date.  
 On 24th January we held a very successful session 
for people interested in volunteering with the shop. 
more than 40 people attended, some of whom were 
‘new recruits’. we discussed the possible volunteer 
roles and how the volunteer rota might work, then 
there was a lively discussion about what we want 
from our shop, what our values should be and what 
we should be able to expect from our staff and 
volunteers. the results of the discussions will form 
a Code of Conduct for the shop. 
 A couple of weeks ago we finally got planning 
permission for the new shop front. the main changes 
are that each of the large single panes will be replaced 
by six smaller panes, and the original double doors 
(discovered in the attic) will be reinstated.
 We are still awaiting a decision on our post office 
licence application, but we are hopeful it will be 
accepted. if and when it is, it’s likely that it will be 
several weeks after the shop’s opened before the 
Post Office set up their equipment and train staff 

and volunteers. Once that happens, however, we 
will provide post office services whenever the shop 
is open.
 initially we are aiming to be open from 8am 
to 5pm on mondays, wednesdays, thursdays and 
Fridays, 8am to 1pm on tuesdays, and 8am to 2pm 
on saturdays and sundays. this will depend on 
sufficient volunteer support, though.
 an interesting development is that we will be 
working with a small group of final year under-
graduate retail marketing students from leeds 
Beckett University on a two-part project. with the 
support of esther pugh, their lecturer, they will 
be carrying out market research to gather more 
specific data on local demographics. They will also 
endeavour to further understand what local residents 
and visitors want from a village shop by distributing 
questionnaires and asking customers in the shop. 
the second part of their project will be to undertake 
research to understand the needs of volunteers in 
order to increase satisfaction and retention. the 
students will be assessed on this project and it will 
contribute to their degree. hopefully this will be the 
start of a mutually beneficial relationship between 
the university and the shop.
 it is about a year since an unelected but widely 
supported group of enthusiastic local volunteers 
started to develop the proposal of a community-
owned village shop. this group, which is now the 
management Committee of the limited company, 
will formally stand down at the first Annual Members 
meeting and a new management Committee will 
be elected by the shareholders (although former 
management Committee members can stand for 
election). the meeting will be held within a month 
or so of the shop opening and details will be 
circulated to shareholders (currently numbering 150 
and mostly living in the parish). if you’re interested 
in becoming a shareholder please visit our website 
or contact me.

Clapham Shop set to re-open
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– HELPING HANDS –
If you don’t need weekly help but require help  
with one-off jobs, I could be the person you are 
looking for.
From taking down curtains, preparing for a guest, 
waiting for an important delivery, preparing for  
the arrival of workmen and helping get back to  
normal when they have gone, help while you  
recuperate from an illness, sorting out that over-
flowing cupboard. Help moving in or moving out.

Contact Cherry Flitcroft
07969 984182 or 015242 51702

As well as Saturday 
night dining we are 

often open mid-week – 
please give us a ring

On-Site Welding 
Farm Buildings etc. 

4x4 Repairs and 
Plant Repairs

Unit 1, DaleS VieW  
OlD ROaD  
ClaPham la2 8Jh
telephone 07779 081388

KEVIN CHADWICK
Agricultural Engineer

Licensed Restaurant



Wedding Exhibition
there will be an exhibition of wedding memorabilia 
in saint James’ Church over the  august Bank holi-
day weekend. if you have anything you would like 
to be displayed we would be really grateful to have 
them. these might include wedding dresses (or 
things made from them such as christening gowns), 
photos, orders of service and any other memories of 
the big day.
 if you feel you can help with any of this please 
contact sue mann on 51792.

Community Shop continued
 Once it’s up and running we need to make sure 
our community shop is well-managed and governed 
and that it provides the products and customer  
service that will ensure its success as a well-used 
community resource. 
 thanks again for your support.
Don Gamble
Chair, Clapham Community shop ltd
015242 51775
claphamshop@btinternet.com
www.claphamyorkshire.co.uk/ccs_docs.shtml

BRIDGE COTTAGE
Bed & Breakfast

Station Road, Clapham LA2 8DP
Telephone 015242 51506

www.bridgecottageclapham.co.uk

This charming cottage B&B is at the heart of the 
village of Clapham and overlooks the beck. It has 
been extensively refurbished to reveal oak beams, 
window seats and slate floors. Enjoy a locally-
sourced full Yorkshire breakfast in the cosy dining 
room, then relax in front of the fire at night. 

Choose from three bedrooms: two doubles with 
ensuite showers, plus one twin/superking suite 
which has an ensuite bathroom and separate  
shower. 

We are dog-friendly and are delighted to provide 
day care to our four-legged guests.
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CHURCH NEWS
The Vicar writes . . .
Thoughts from the Vicarage
read your bible and pray every day if you want to 
grow. these are the opening words of a famous old 
children’s chorus, and one of the common themes 
in st paul’s prayers in the New testament is his 
breath-taking confidence that those for whom he 
prays have been chosen by the God who loves them. 
Our intercessions are being offered to God when we 
pray, and like paul we too have the assurance that all 
those for whom we pray are deeply loved by God.
 During 2015, it seems a perfect place for our 
own prayers to begin, with the condition that we 
are indeed loved by God. On the first Wednesday of 
every month following the Communion service in 
austwick Church, we meet at the Vicarage around 
11.15 am for coffee and a time of prayer. all are 
welcome to share together.
 st paul wrote in 1. thessalonians: “we always 
give thanks to God for all of you and mention you 
in our prayers, constantly remembering before our 
God and Father your work of faith and labour and 
steadfastness of hope in our lord Jesus Christ”.
 so in the Name of God, who creates, redeems and 
sustains, let us pray.

A Thought for today . . . 
the past is past and cannot be changed.
tomorrow has not yet arrived when we have today.
we can create or destroy, be awake or asleep, make 

decisions, participate, articulate, or heal a bad 
memory.

we can hurt, speak ill of others, ignore our 
neighbour:

we can let God into our lives and live, or maybe
we can let it all pass by and wait for tomorrow,
and regret that we did not do it yesterday.

And another . . . 
i looked at the cross and wondered why – could it 

have been me? 
i could not have taken the shame, the scorn, the 

pain, the weight of us all.
i am certainly not worthy to gather up the crumbs 

from under your table, lord,
but i can still gaze up to your cross knowing that 

you suffered all for me.
it’s been a long road and still more to go, yet you, 

Jesus, have carried me most of the way.
God bless you all.

  Your friend and Vicar  
   Ian

Lent – ash wednesday is on 18th February this 
year and there will be services in austwick school 
at 10.30 am and eldroth Church at 7.30 pm. 
 On each wednesday during lent there will be a 
service offering the opportunityto study together. 
all the services commence at 7.30 pm and the dates 
and venues are as follows: 
 25th February  Keasden Church 
  4th march  Newby methodist Church 
 11th march  austwick Church 
 18th march  Clapham Church 
 25th march  eldroth Church 

Parish Walking Group – the forthcoming parish 
walks will be lead by the Vicar on saturday, 
21st February and saturday, 11th april – on both 
occasions meet outside austwick Church at 9.30 am 
– all welcome. On sunday, 10th may the Vicar will 
also lead the annual primrose walk which will be 
followed by afternoon tea (venue to be announced) 
– meet outside austwick Church at 3.00 pm for this 
delightful event. 

Taize Service – this special candlelit service will 
be held in eldroth Church at 7.00 pm on sunday, 
15th March and the whole benefice is welcome to 
come and enjoy this lovely form of worship.
 
Holy Week 2015
Palm Sunday Services on 29th march when palm 
crosses will be blessed and distributed. 

Maundy Thursday (2nd april) there will be a 
United service of holy Communion in austwick 
Church at 7.30 pm. 

Good Friday Services will be held in Keasden 
Church at 11.00 am and austwick at 2.00 pm. 

Easter Sunday (5th april) there will be services of 
holy Communion at Clapham at 11.00 am, Keasden 
at 2.00 pm and eldroth at 7.00 pm.

Re-dedication service – 12th april at 10.30 am.

Parish Quiet Day – is on tuesday, 5th may and will 
again be held at parceval hall – a beautiful location 
and season for a quiet time when the gardens should 
be looking superb. For further details, or to confirm 
your attendance, please either contact the Vicar or 
sign the form at the back of Church. 

Confirmation – anyone interested in being 
confirmed should speak to the Vicar as there is a 
Confirmation Service being held on Sunday, 12th 
april at 10.30 am in Clapham Church. 
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Thomas Redhead
Solid Fuel & LPG gas supplier

All grades and sizes of coal, 
every available smokeless fuel

Netted Logs • Kindling • Bottled Gas
all delivered to your door

QuaLity, reLiaBiLity & choice
Garden Compost now available

015242 41626 or 41212

Advice and information for 
older people and their carers

CHEAPSIDE, SETTLE BD24 9EW
 Tel: 01729 823066
 01729 825669

registered Charity number: 700054

NORTH CRAVEN

Now open Sundays
11am to 4pm

L. PRESTON & SONS
Proprietor: iaN PreStoN

TOWN HEAD GARAGE
AUSTWICK

Telephone 015242 51391

New & Used Car Sales 
M.O.T. Testing & Repairs

Mark Watson
Home & Garden Maintenance

07759 680938 • 07759 680943 
Low Bentham 015242 62038

Digging, fencing, hedge trimming, mowing, 
paving, planting, power washing, spraying, 

strimming, turfing, gutters cleared.
Loft insulating, pointing, rendering, painting.

No job too small, reasonable rates, 
estimates given.

HARRISON & CROSS LTD.
NICEIC APPROvED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Settle
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!

THE ONE-STOp SHOp
Complete and partial rewires, electrical checks on existing 

installations. Small appliance testing.  
Televisions supplied and installed, aerials erected.

Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for Chest 
Freezers, Larder Fridges, Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 

Dishwashers, Cookers, Microwaves and Vacuum Cleaners.

BRigHTEN Up YOUR HOmE
Our lighting showroom will give you all the latest ideas,  

we offer a free design service with installation if required.

Telephone: 01729 823423. Email: harrisoncross@cooptel.net

G. Kay Builders ltd.
– General BuildinG –

No job too small!

South View  •  Cross Haw Lane 
Clapham  •  via Lancaster

LA2 8DZ

Mobile: 07805 874937
Home: 015242 517392
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Westby 
Dairy
Robert and  
Janet townson

We deliver milk, Cream and eggs 
from our family dairy farm.

Our families have been producing 
milk for local delivery for generations, 
and now, along with the help of our 

son and daughters are very proud to 
provide a great British tradition that is 

the doorstep milk delivery service!

We bottle milk from our own herd 
of cows for delivery to homes and 
businesses the very next morning.

Westby Hall Farm, Gisburn
Tel. 01200 445283

eight years ago a Growing with Grace employee 
daringly suggested that waste vegetable oil could be 
made into Biodiesel. the idea festered until a local 
volunteer happened to spot the suggestion written 
on flip chart paper, the results of a recent brain 
storming session. 
 the rest is history, some would say. the Clapham 
Community Co-operative – Biodiesel project was 
born amid a mixed reception of hope and scepticism. 
But the hope was reinforced by knowledge held by 
two chemists. One, a long ago industrial chemist, 
and the other a still practising pharmacist. add 
to this a retired engineer and we had a team that 
couldn’t fail. 
 Biodiesel was produced in a small hut built for the 
purpose at Growing with Grace. the project attracted 
many people who gave their time, enthusiasm and 
optimism to the task of turning yucky waste oil into 
a sweet smelling bio-fuel. During the eight years of 
production, over 40 volunteers, at different times, 
beavered away in smelly, dirty conditions. Or they 
pushed around various bits of paper to satisfy the 
bureaucratic overseers of the many rules governing 
the activity, (the environment agency; hm revenue 
and Customs; Financial services authority). 
 we made a usable fuel, to eU standards, for 

Go gently into that good night . . . Clapham Biodiesel
the use of members at a price below that of fossil 
fuel. And we made a profit which we gave away 
as grants to local organisations. it was a very 
successful community project which recycled a 
waste product into a useful fuel that didn’t add to 
Global warming. 
 But all good things come to an end. Growing 
with Grace management decided that we should 
have separate public liability insurance cover. at a 
cost of almost £2,000 per year it would mean our 
team of volunteers would have been working for 
the benefit of the insurance company. And that got 
zero support. we stopped producing biodiesel, sold 
the equipment, and sought the Financial Conduct 
authority’s permission to dissolve our co-operative. 
a special General meeting of the membership held 
on thursday, 22nd January, 2015 decided how 
the remaining assets should be dispersed and to 
whom. Wine flowed from the bottle to the glass to 
the mouth as members bid farewell to the project 
toasting its success whilst mourning the premature 
end of a Business Link award-winning operation for 
social enterprise innovation. 

Eddie Leggett

Clapham Biodiesel Project  
Last Will and Testament 

£500  to Clapham Children’s playground 
£500  to Clapham Development association 
£200  to Clapham Give and take recycling group 
£100  to Clapham mother and toddler Group 
£82.42 to Friends of Clapham school (pta)  

the eND 

Re-Opening Service for 
St. James, Clapham 

will be on Sunday, 12th April  
at 10.30 am.

All are invited to see the church and share in a 
service of Thanksgiving – our Bishop James Bell 

will be with us for the service

If you wish to advertise in the Newsletter 
please contact:

Ray Hull at  
Park View, Church Ave, Clapham LA2 8EA

If you have an article or some interesting 
news that you would like to appear in the 

newsletter please email or telephone .

hull365@btinternet.com 
or phone 015242 51492
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Parish Council Report

Councillors from Clapham cum Newby and 
other local parish councils will meet with North 
Yorkshire’s police and Crime Commissioner 
(pCC), Julia mulligan on 9th February to debate 
issues affecting policing in this area. the closure 
of Skipton Custody Suite, police staffing levels and 
the future of skipton magistrates Court are some of 
the topics to be discussed. please contact the Clerk 
(details below) if you have any specific concerns 
you would like councillors to raise on your behalf. 
alternatively, you could speak to Julia mulligan 
directly by attending a surgery she is running at 
ingleborough Community Centre, ingleton, on the 
9th February between 4pm and 6pm. 
 You may have noticed that the sycamore on the 
embankment of st James’ churchyard that was 
growing at an awkward angle towards the church 
has been felled. the resulting timber is free to those 
who want it on a first come first serve basis. Other 
maintenance work in the parish needing to be done 
includes guttering works at Keasden Church and 
grass cutting in st James churchyard. these tasks 
may be assigned to a new lengthsman who the parish 
council hope to recruit in the coming weeks. the 
parish council thanked Councillor John Dawson for 
the leaf clearances works he carried out voluntarily 
in Clapham. 
 the National park authority has installed a new 
sign on the recycling bins situated in Clapham car 
park in an attempt to stop them being contaminated 
with general waste. if you notice any litter etc being 
dumped in these bins please contact the Clerk. 
 Cllr ann sheridan reported how the Clapham 
hyperfast Broadband project is progressing. the 
core route for the fibre network has been approved 
by Broadband for the rural North (or B4rN), who 
will undertake the supply, installation and operation 
of the network in the parish. If you wish to find out 
more, please go to www.claphamhyperfast.net or 
contact Cllr sheridan via the Clerk. 
 the parish council received an update on the 
Community shop. the shop group is very busy 
recruiting a shop manager, applying for a post 
office licence, recruiting and organising volunteers, 
arranging essential construction and maintenance 
work, and preparing the shop for business. a full 
update can be found at www.claphamyorkshire.
co.uk/ccs_docs.shtml. 
 the parish council will soon have a new web 
page at www.claphamyorkshire.co.uk. this 
development is part of a new recommended code 

of practice introduced by the Government to enable 
parishioners’ easier access to information regarding 
the council’s activities, spending etc. we will let 
you know once we are online. 

The following planning applications were 
considered:
• 18/2015/15338 New highway access and revised 

layout to approved application 18/2014/14488 
(change of use from touring caravans, caravan 
storage and holiday cottages to holiday static 
caravans and lodges), Flying horseshoe Caravan 
site, station road, Clapham

• 18/2015/15355 Conversion of existing garage 
building (former barn) to form auxiliary 
accommodation to tenter hill house, Newby

The following approvals were noted:
• 18/2014/15127 Extension of an existing agri-

cultural building to house livestock, tewitt hall 
Farm, Newby.

• 18/2014/15226 Material amendment to approved 
application 18/2014/14931, pedmore, Cross 
haw lane, Clapham. 

• C/18/147B Full planning permission for replace-
ment of existing glazed shop front with double 
glazed front to new fenestration pattern, the 
Village store, main street, Clapham.

The parish council is awaiting decisions for: 
• C/18/622: Full planning permission for partial 

demolition of existing curtilage building and 
rebuild to create studio workshop and ancillary 
accommodation, 4 Gildersbank, Clapham 

• C/18/622A/LB: Listed building consent for partial 
demolition of existing curtilage building and 
rebuild to create studio workshop and ancillary 
accommodation, 4 Gildersbank, Clapham 

• C/18/65P: full planning permission for erection 
of two-bedroomed bungalow, Old mason’s Yard, 
Clapham.

the parish council meets on the 4th tuesday of each 
month (except December when it is 3rd tuesday) 
and meetings take place in the Village hall starting 
at 7.30pm. everyone is welcome to attend.
 Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 
Gillian muir can be contacted by email: 
claphamclerk@btinternet.com or by phone 015242 
51775.

The parish council met on 27th January
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the new stainless steel tower roof and the new stainless steel trapdoor onto the 
tower roof, also the dwarf wall of engineering brickwork built to reinforce the 
unstable stone parapet round the top of the tower.

One of the new lead rainwater spouts along the top of the 
nave’s north wall.

Work nears completion
By the time you read this we hope that saint James’ 
Church will be looking more like its usual self 
with no cabins, corrugated iron and scaffolding. 
as usual when you have the builders in the work 
took longer than was originally anticipated with 
unexpected things being uncovered and additional 
costs incurred. however, although a few weeks 
later than we had thought, we’re nearly there. the 
poor weather in January has meant that the builders 
will need to come back to finish off some pointing 
and decorating but the vast majority of the work is 
done. 
 During February we will be in church with our 
dusters, mops and brushes to complete the clean 
up. then, on saturday, February 28th from 10 until 
12 there will be an Open morning in church with 
refreshments for you to see what has been done. we 
will have a display with ‘before and after’ photos 
so that you will be able to see the work, even in the 
most inaccessible places. then, on sunday, march 
1st we will have our first service in church at 11a.m. 
everyone is welcome to join us on both occasions. 
Of course, we want to be able to celebrate the 
completion of the work with friends and supporters 
and there will be a service of re-Dedication and 
thanksgiving on sunday, april 12th when we will be 
joined by the Bishop of ripon, the right reverend 
James Bell. there will be more information about 
this nearer to the time. 

Sue Mann
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scaffolding erected in the north aisle for work on damaged plaster.

the new stainless steel tower roof and the new stainless steel trapdoor onto the 
tower roof, also the dwarf wall of engineering brickwork built to reinforce the 
unstable stone parapet round the top of the tower.

the plastic cover is removed to reveal the repaired tower
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Several years ago I asked Eileen if she would like to 
be interviewed for the Village People series but she 
declined because she is modest by nature. Recently 
she retired from involvement in the Clapham and 
District Newsletter and it was suggested to me that 
it would be an appropriate time to ask again. On this 
occasion she relented but I would urge you not to read 
her memories of childhood if you are employed in 
the field of Health and Safety because you will be so 
alarmed by what you read about growing up in the 
1940’s that you will be unable to sleep at night. 
 Eileen was born in May 1937 and spent her early 
years at Wayside in Newby with her mum who was 
a housewife, her dad who was the 
blacksmith in Clapham and her 
sister, Margaret, who is two years 
older and is now known to us as 
Margaret Bullock.

Eileen began school before she 
started! Margaret attended Newby 
School and Eileen would go into the 
playground at break and lunchtimes 
to play with her sister and other 
children, join nature walks and even 
go into lessons occasionally. One 
day her mum was unable to find 
her despite a frantic search so she 
went into school to see if anyone 
knew where she was. The teacher 
explained that Eileen had been there 
at playtime but had not been seen 
thereafter. As her mum turned to go 
she spotted her younger daughter 
trying to be unobtrusive at the back 
of the room. She recalls the pale 
green desks and lemon green chairs 
and the thick writing implement she 
used which was a cross between a 
crayon and a pencil. There would 
be only limited opportunities to use it because in those 
days there was a desperate shortage of paper, so much 
so that pupils in other schools, including me, did all 
written work on slates using chalk.

Practices for air raids would be held regularly and 
when the alarm was sounded all the children had to 
run out of school, some to Townhead, some to Heather 
View and some to Wayside. At their various places of 
refuge all the children would have to huddle together 
under the table and stay there until the emergency was 
over. There were no aircraft factories in Cold Cotes 
and no submarine pens in Keasden so it is unlikely 
that this area would be anywhere near the top of the 
German target lists. Consequently I am sure that many 
children would have seen these drills as a wonderful 

escape from lessons and a legitimate excuse to play 
sardines with someone they liked. 

Her father was an A.R.P. warden. For the benefit 
of younger readers these initials stand for Air Raid 
Precautions. The wardens would meet at the A.R.P. 
room in Townhead and then check all local properties 
to ensure that no chink of light could be seen by 
enemy aircraft. Her dad could not be called up for the 
armed forces because blacksmiths were in a reserved 
occupation and their work was essential for farm 
horses and machinery. He was lucky enough to have 
a petrol allowance to enable him to do his job and 
Eileen recalls that sometimes all four family members 

would be aboard dad’s motor bike 
together: dad driving, Margaret 
on the petrol tank and mum riding 
pillion whilst holding Eileen. One 
memorable Sunday School outing to 
a farm near Burton involved piling 
all the children on Tony Hargreaves’ 
milk lorry where they sat on bales 
of straw arranged all round the sides 
of the back of the vehicle.

After six months at Newby 
School the girls transferred to 
Clapham because the family moved 
here to Brookside where Margaret 
and Dennis still live. The first 
disappointment was that the desks 
were a dull dark brown but much, 
much worse was the contrast in 
toilet facilities. Newby had proper 
flush toilets but in Clapham the 
lavatories were made of brown 
earthenware and beneath them there 
was a six foot drop which you could 
contemplate with terror because 
the seats were adult size and small 
children must have feared falling 

into the abyss. There was no flush but water would 
flow down the subterranean channel occasionally to 
maintain some semblance of hygiene. Children would 
only pay a visit when they could not hold on any 
longer and perhaps that is why some older villagers 
walk round cross legged to this day. The national 
shortage of paper extended to toilet paper of course so 
the teacher would cut up neat squares of newspaper 
and hang them on a hook near the piano. Pupils took 
what they needed before they ventured across the 
playground which was just rough ground, entirely 
untouched by tarmac.

Each day began with a hymn and prayers (perhaps 
some children prayed for flushing loos and Andrex), 
followed by sums until 10.45 when the daily milk 

Village People . . . Eileen Plumridge
– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –
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was issued. After playtime it was English or history 
or geography until lunchtime. There were no school 
dinners so local children would walk home and those 
who lived too far away would eat their sandwiches. 
Children were allowed to play anywhere down The 
Green but were told that they must not go beyond 
Mafeking Bridge. They were free to go in the beck 
but were not allowed to go into Bridge Hole which 
was deeper in those days. No risk assessment was 
carried out. Nobody complained. Health and Safety 
Inspectors had not been invented. Not many children 
perished. The fact that they were exposed to the 
dangers of the beck meant that they learned respect for 
the water without the multitude of signs we see these 
days telling us that water can be deep and even wet 
on occasions. Afternoons were spent sewing, knitting 
(kettle holders were the boys’ speciality), singing, 
reading, learning poems, nature study and gardening. 
Every Friday the whole class had to stand and chant 
their tables in unison before individual questions were 
fired around the room. Eileen passed the County Minor 
scholarship (the local version of the 11+) and went to 
Settle High which was a girls’ grammar school at that 
time. She enjoyed her time there, especially maths 
because all those chanted tables must have stood her 
in good stead. She disliked English because of the 
teacher and the inappropriate choice of set texts. Does 
anyone think that Shakespeare and Homer’s Iliad are 
likely to make most eleven year olds keen to study 
literature? Actually, one recent Education Minister 
did but I have diplomatically forgotten his name. The 
final part of her education was a secretarial course at 
college in Lancaster.

Outside school Eileen was very much aware of the 
patterns of life in a farming community. Ploughing 
a certain percentage of fields was obligatory during 
the war to grow the food which could not be easily 
imported. It was carried out on the fields behind their 
house by a heavy horse named Captain and a man 
with a plough. Eileen and Margaret used to ride on the 
horse as he ploughed the furrows for mangel-wurzels, 
turnips and kale. In 2015 kale is a very trendy and 
healthy food often recommended by chefs on the telly 
and I have learned to love it but seventy years ago it 
was considered only fit for animals. An Italian prisoner 
of war stationed at the Peel in Hellifield used to come 
by army lorry to work on Ned Coultherd’s farm and 
at haytime the local work force was supplemented by 
an Irishman who stayed for several weeks. When the 
hay was being gathered the sisters were aboard the 
hay trailer and when it was forked into the barn they 
used to tread it down. Every autumn a large threshing 
machine arrived in the village and was stationed near 
the spot where the market cross is today. Farmers 

would take their corn to the machine and Eileen 
would, as usual, be in attendance to help the process. 
Milk was collected daily in kits.

Some of her other miscellaneous memories include 
the time when all the railings were cut down to provide 
scrap iron for the war effort and she also recalls the 
fact that Jacobs’ sheep were kept in the croft between 
Rosedean and Deighton House. Household rubbish 
was dumped in the field behind Brookhouse Café. 
There was a butcher’s shop where David and Barbara 
Yates live today, opposite the side door of the village 
shop and the building which now houses Croft Café 
was the slaughterhouse. Bibby’s of Ingleton delivered 
fruit and veg every week and Mr Foster from Bentham 
brought bread, cakes and buns. Mr Hugill had a walk-
in van from which people could buy hardware when 
he came every two months. Mr Hargreaves delivered 
coal regularly and you may be able to guess by now 
who was sitting in the back of the lorry when he drove 
round the village. Today Margaret and Eileen always 
look well scrubbed but obviously it was not always 
the case. The onion seller came every autumn as did 
the man selling apples from the back of a lorry. Jack 
Thoresby, an estate worker by day, used to become 
the village barber every Wednesday night. A tailor 
from Leeds came occasionally so the men of the 
village would have the opportunity to be measured 
for a suit or buy other items off the peg. Every year 
Eileen’s mum went with the girls to buy material from 
Hawkins in Lancaster to make their summer dresses 
and she would then make them knickers out of the 
same material. Their mum was a talented sewer with a 
good supply of elastic but they felt sorry for two other 
girls who had to fasten their nether garments every 
day using less reliable methods.

There were many activities for all ages at that time 
including a children’s dancing class with its annual 
concert, lots of ballroom dancing and square dancing 
for adults, regular whist drives, a drama group which 
performed two plays each year and a choral group. 
Sporting activities included cricket, tennis, table 
tennis, badminton, billiards and snooker. Clapham 
had no cinema but there were picture houses in Settle, 
Bentham, Ingleton and Kirkby Lonsdale. It was 
possible, although some people today may think it is 
unbelievable, to go to the first house in Ingleton and 
catch a bus back to Clapham. The Christmas whist 
drive in the village hall followed by a dance was so 
popular that there would be forty eight tables for 
whist in the main room and the supper room. When 
Eileen says that it was packed solid that must have 
been literally true. Some younger people must be 
astonished to realise that it was possible to live a full 
life without a mobile phone and an i-Pad.

Stuart Marshall

Health and Safety Warning
– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –
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STACKSTEADS LEISuRE CENTRE
TATTERTHoRN LANE, INGLEToN

Offering a 15 metre indoor swimming pool
with stunning views of ingleborough,

 a jacuzzi spa, a sauna and gymnasium.

l Limited membershiips available l

New Local 
Leisure CeNtre

For more info phone 015242 41386 or
e-mail enquiries@stacksteadfarm.co.uk

or visit www.stacksteadfarm.co.uk

For Professional, Effective, Chartered 
Physiotherapy for all your musculoskeletal 

and Women’s Health Problems

Phone 015242 62216
www.benthamphysio.co.uk

Physiotherapy
Clinic

Bentham

Home Barn 
Foods

Outside catering for all events

Lucy Knowles
Fiach Cottage, Feizor, Austwick,  

via Lancaster LA2 8DF

Telephone:
01729 825626 or 07738 922 524

CROOKLANDS~ ~
Rural 4 Star Silver B&B

Old Road, Clapham
Tel: 015242 51813

17th Century former farmhouse with peaceful south 
facing views over Bowland. One double room and one 

double/or twin room, both en-suite.
Hearty breakfasts from locally sourced ingredients.

Ideal for walkers, cyclists and tourists

www.crooklandsclapham.co.uk

Ann Stewart
Dry Stone Walling
Tel/Fax: 015242 51118
e-mail: ann@eggshell2.demon.co.uk

2 Eggshell Lane, Clapham
via Lancaster, North Yorkshire LA2 8EP

Professional Member Dry Stone Walling Association

BuS SERVICES (581)
Clapham to Settle (weekdays):

0757 0909 1109 1309 1509 1719
Saturdays:

0755 0909 1109 1309 1509 1719
Settle to Clapham (weekdays):

0950 1130 1330 1530 1740 1830
Saturdays:

0950 1130 1330 1530 1740 1910
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Beckside Yarns
& Needlecrafts

A Gallery full of fabulous yarns by Norro, 
Colinette, Debbie Bliss, Rowan, 
Brigantia, Lang, Louisa Harding, 
RYC, Gedifra and many more

Help and advice always on hand 
Call 015242 51122

 Beckside Gallery
www.becksideyarns.com Church Avenue, Clapham
info@becksideyarns.com North Yorkshire LA2 8EA

the year 2014 was a busy year for local cave and 
mountain rescue team, the Cave rescue Organisa-
tion (CrO). total number of incidents attended was 
73, which comprised:
 58 mountain rescue incidents
  8 cave rescue incidents
  4 animal rescue incidents (three underground,  
   and one above)
and three local incidents where the teams’ specialist 
skills were utilised at incidents on road or in urban 
locations.
 Unfortunately, there were a total of eight 
fatalities in 2014, which are particularly difficult 
for our volunteer members to deal with. in addition 
to the above, the CrO duty 
controllers dealt with a 
further seven alerts, mainly 
for overdue cavers or walkers 
where no further action 
was required beyond the 
preliminary investigations. 
 the time expended by the 
teams’ volunteers dealing 
with these incidents during 
2014 totalled 2,656 hours! 
and that doesn’t include the 
many hours of training and 
fundraising undertaken.
 a more comprehensive 
breakdown of the 2014 calls 
will be published in the teams 
annual report Rescue 2015, 
due out in march.
Phil James, Duty  Controller

Parish Get-Together
Would you like to find out more about the wide 
range of projects being run by community groups 
in the parish? if so, you may wish to attend the 
annual parish meeting taking place on tuesday, 
24th march, 7.30 pm, at the Village hall. 
 the meeting is being organised by the parish 
council and is an opportunity to find out more about 
the activities of local volunteer groups as well as the 
work of the parish council. 
 For more information please contact the 
parish Clerk, Gillian muir on 015242 51775 or 
claphamclerk@btinternet.com

mark and Christa Nelson of station road are 
pleased to announce the arrival of their son 
thomas, born on wednesday, 7th January at 
Lancaster Royal Infirmary.  Many thanks for all 
the cards and best wishes and we look forward 
to bumping into you around the village.

Cave & Mountain  
Rescue
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Jenny M Parker
Bsc (Hons), MCSP, HPC

Chartered Physiotherapist
Specialising in the rehabilitation and  

prevention of injury

Mobile physiotherapy service offering comprehensive 
assessment and treatment of joint and spinal 
problems, sports injuries, respiratory and neurological 
conditions, all in the comfort of your own home. 
Cover for sporting events also available.

Please call to discuss your requirements and to 
book appointments.

Telephone: 015242 51049
Mobile: 07763 047160

natiOnal
WateR Well 
engineeRS

Domestic & Agricultural  
Water Well Drilling 

Installation of Water Mains

turnerford Cottage, Keasden, Clapham la2 8eX
tel. 015242 51013 or 07801 747632

email: waterwells@hotmail.co.uk
www.nationalwaterwellengineers.co.uk

this free Newsletter aims to keep everyone in 
Clapham, Keasden and Newby in touch with what 
is happening in our community. it does, however, 
cost a significant amount to produce, and advertis-
ing is a very necessary aid to the finances. An advert 
costs as little as £3.50 per issue. For advertising 
your products and services, please contact ray
hull on 015242 51610 or hull365@btinternet.com.
articles, News and ideas please for the next issue 

by 25th March, 2015 to
Chrissie Bell: Chrisharte@aol.com

or ray hull: hull365@btinternet.com

Septic tanks
Emptying & Maintenance

P J Richardson
Registered Waste Carrier No. NYK/642908

CLAPHAM, LANCASTER
Telephone 015242 51488

Mobile 07885 462 909

Peter Allen
FLOOR COVERINGS
    l Quality Pine & oak Furniture
    l Beds and Mattresses
    l Karndean Design Showroom
UNIT 2, SOWARTH FIELD INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE, SETTLE
Telephone 01729 825122
open Mon, tues, thurs & Fri 10am to 4pm.  
Wednesday & Saturday  10am to 12.30pm

Newsholme & Son
(established 1950)

Electrical Engineers
STATION ROAD, CLAPHAM

Write or phone 015242 51383
Domestic • agricultural installations • Security 
Lighting and Burglar alarms • Fire alarm Systems • 
additional electrical circuits • Faults • Breakdowns 
• Panel and Night Store heaters supplied.
No call-out charges, No VAT, Free estimates

Settle
Chimney Sweep 
Services

4 Craven Terrace
Settle BD24 9DB

Tel. 01729 823683
Mobile. 07815 285321

Supplier of pots, cowls & bird nets



15

Following the success of our three previous

 GIVE AND TAKE EVENTs,  
we will be holding another on

sATURDAY, 21st MARCH 
from 10.00 am - 12 noon

at CLAPHAM VILLAGE HALL
There will be a small entrance charge of 50p  

to help cover our costs. Children free. 

REDuCE, REPAIR, RE-uSE, RECYCLE
A GIVE AND TAKE event is a chance to pass 
on unwanted items that are clean and in good 
condition and to pick up something you want 
– FREE. It is fun, surprising and a paradise for 
creative recyclers. It is not, however, a place for 
things which could more appropriately be taken 
to the Household Waste Recycling Centre at 
settle (closed Wednesdays).

Clapham Waste Reduction part of Clapham Sustainability Group

GIVE AND TAKE EVENT – open to everyone
We cannot accept clothes, books, televisions •	
or foam-filled furniture, but a noticeboard will 
be available for you to advertise the details, 
measurements, photos, etc, of a large item 
you have at home.

Containers will be provided for the collection •	
of used household batteries and long life light 
bulbs.

A qualified electrician will be present on the •	
day.

A descriptive leaflet will be delivered in advance •	
to households in Clapham and Newby. 

For more information, or if you need help trans-
porting goods to the Village Hall, please contact: 

Jill Buckler on 51030 or  
ann Stewart on 51118.

Your items can also be dropped off at Clapham 
Village Hall from 6 to 7pm on Friday, 20th March.

Clapham
Art Group

tuesday evening

linda Clemence
01729 823767

Dance

tuesday evening
7.30 p.m.

maureen lund
51287

1st wednesday
morning 

of the month
11 a.m.

Brenda pearce
51816

Improving later life

Parish Council
4th tuesday

evening of the 
month at 7.30 p.m.

Gillian muir 
51775

Tai Chi
thursdays 

9 a.m. to 10.30 a.m.

tony Bennett 
c/o 51240

Tiny Tots
tuesday mornings 
9.30 a.m. to 11 a.m.

tracey Bilton
51857

Bowls
monday 

afternoons 
1.30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
mrs. Denne 51617

Whist
Friday evenings 

7.30 p.m

elsie morphett 
07951 295995

Clapham W.I.
2nd wednesday

evening 
of the month

7 p.m.
Jill walker

01729 825358

Village Hall Notice Board



Wildlife in Clapham

the Blackcap is a small pale Grey warbler and 
as its name suggests the males have a black cap, 
but females and juveniles have a brown cap. the 
Blackcap usually arrives back at its breeding areas 
from North africa and southern europe late march 
to early april. they stay in this country till about 
late september-October time when they migrate 
back to their wintering areas. 
 that all changed about twenty to thirty years ago 
when Blackcaps started to be found at bird tables in 
gardens across the country throughout the winters. 
the Blackcaps were feeding on fruit, seeds, bread 
and fat balls which were being left on the tables; 
they can also be quite aggressive towards other 
birds that feed at the tables. 
 through ringing it was found that these Blackcaps 
were coming from scandinavia and eastern europe. 
the Blackcaps were surviving our milder winters 
and they would also be back at their breeding 
grounds more quickly than the Blackcaps coming 
from southern europe.
 One male Blackcap was found feeding on rowan 
berries at ingleborough hall on the 23rd December, 
2014, and it was last seen on the 6th January when 
the berries started to diminish. it could still be 
around the Clapham area feeding from any of the 
bird tables in village gardens.
 the same rowan tree was also being guarded by 
a single mistlethrush which would chase off any 
Blackbirds that were trying to steal some berries; 

there was also one Robin and six Bullfinches feeding 
from the same tree.
 Large flocks of Fieldfares and Redwings are 
wintering around the Farrer lodge and at the 
meldingscale Farm area, and a pair of stonechats 
are spending this winter on hardacre moss.
 One Brambling was heard calling at ingleborough 
hall on the 18th December and possibly the same 
Brambling was found with a large Chaffinch flock 
at ingleborough hall on the 16th January.
 two Jays are wintering around the Nature trail 
and ingleborough hall areas.
 Four heralds (moths) are hibernating for the 
winter in the tunnel at ingleborough hall and i have 
been given several reports of small tortoiseshells 
(Butterflies) that are hibernating in houses around 
the village.
 Tim Hutchinson, Smithy Cottage

Blackcap – Sylvia atricapilla

Newsletter resignation
we would like to say a big thankyou to eileen 
plumridge who has resigned from the Newsletter 
committee. 
 eileen was a founder member back in 1998, 
and since then she has delivered over 90 issues 
throughout the area, as well as being the secretary. 
 in the early days a 16 page edition consisted of 
four a3 sheets printed both sides and eileen used to 
collate them together and fold them to a4 size.




