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the village has got its shop back! it started trading 
on Thursday 26 March but its official opening was 
on Saturday 28 March. The shop was packed out 
with residents and well-wishers who enjoyed free 
samples of freshly baked cakes and scones, washed 
down with prosecco and bucks fizz. 
 Don Gamble, chair of the management committee, 
welcomed everyone and said, “Thank you for helping 
us celebrate the opening of our new community-
owned shop. It wouldn’t have happened without 
the huge community support that we’ve had. It’s a 
significant achievement and it shows what we can 
do when we work together. For a rural community 
like ours the village shop is more than just a shop 
but it does have to be a successful business so we 
need to give excellent customer service and provide 
the products that people want. It’s great that we’ve 
got the shop open again but it is a work in progress 

so please bear with us! 
 It’s been a privilege to chair such a great 
management committee. It’s a great bunch of people 
with a wide range of skills and everyone’s worked 
really hard.
 We couldn’t have got off to such a good start 
without our brilliant shop manager, Helen Rollinson. 
We’ve also got a great team of volunteers, but 
we need more if we’re to keep the shop open at 
weekends. We’re also looking for someone to offer 
a few hours a week to help with the bookkeeping.
 Within six weeks of starting to fundraise last 
september more than 160 people had bought shares. 
We’ve also had grants from the Yorkshire Dales 
National park authority, Craven District Council, 
the Craven trust, Clapham parish Council, and the 
harold and alice Bridges Charity. 

Clapham Village Store
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As well as Saturday 
night dining we are 

often open mid-week – 
please give us a ring

On-Site Welding 
Farm Buildings etc. 

4x4 Repairs and 
Plant Repairs

Unit 1, DaleS VieW  
OlD ROaD  
ClaPham la2 8Jh
telephone 07779 081388

KEVIN CHADWICK
Agricultural Engineer

Licensed Restaurant

BRIDGE COTTAGE
Bed & Breakfast

Station Road, Clapham LA2 8DP
Telephone 015242 51506

www.bridgecottageclapham.co.uk

This charming cottage B&B is at the heart of the 
village of Clapham and overlooks the beck. It has 
been extensively refurbished to reveal oak beams, 
window seats and slate floors. Enjoy a locally-
sourced full Yorkshire breakfast in the cosy dining 
room, then relax in front of the fire at night. 

Choose from three bedrooms: two doubles with 
ensuite showers, plus one twin/superking suite 
which has an ensuite bathroom and separate  
shower. 

We are dog-friendly and are delighted to provide 
day care to our four-legged guests.

Suppliers of top quality . . .

Traditional House Coal
l

Kiln Dried Firewood
l

Smokeless Fuel
l

Top Soil and
Mushroom Compost

l

Wood Heating Pellets

Call the office on  
01524 812476  

or visit
www.logsdirect.co.uk  

to place an order

l

G. Kay Builders ltd.
– General BuildinG –

No job too small!

South View  •  Cross Haw Lane 
Clapham  •  via Lancaster

LA2 8DZ

Mobile: 07805 874937
Home: 015242 517392
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CHURCH NEWS
The Vicar writes . . .



Coffee Morning
Please come along and join us at our coffee 
morning, which will be held in Clapham Village 
hall on saturday, 11th april from 10 am to  
12 noon.

 There will be a cake stall selling home made 
produce, along with a raffle and tombola. Bric 
a brac, books and jigsaws etc. will also be on 
sale.

 the event is being held to raise much needed 
funds for Bentham pet rescue and Craven Cats 
rescue.

 Everyone welcome, hope to see you there.
Sally Dewhurst

Nothing strips us to the bare essentials as quickly as 
tragedy and great sorrow. The superficial pleasures 
of life lose their meaning and, in our desolation, 
only the most indestructible factors remain: the love 
of those close to us; the foundations of faith.
 holy week invites us to leave all else behind and 
enter the tragedy of Christ’s passion and death – 
do make the effort to attend some of the Church’s 
liturgy this week. Only here we learn what perfect 
love is and does. Only here will we see true freedom.
Only here will we see tragedy transformed, death 
overthrown and evil overcome by pure unflinching 
love. Here is the source of holiness, Jesus will pour 
into our hearts all we need to make our homes holy 
places.
 St. Luke’s account of the Passion of our Lord 
makes space for many strangers outside the circle 
of the disciples. Jesus is helped to carry his cross 
by Simon of Cyrene. He comforts the women of 
Jerusalem, forgives the soldiers crucifying him, and 
holds out the hope of paradise to the thief alongside 
him. The Lord was always thinking and praying for 
others. He wanted what was best and holy for them. 
even in the midst of terrible anguish, his focus is on 
others, not himself.
 Jesus died on the cross so that we might no longer 
live for ourselves but for Him who died. This means 
that, like the lord, our focus is on others because 
it is in loving and serving that we imitate the Risen 
Christ.
 May we all draw closer to Him this Easter.
      Blessings to you all
        ian

Church Services in April
Thursday, 2nd – 7.30 pm Maundy Thursday Holy 

Communion at Austwick 
Friday, 3rd – 11.00 am Morning Devotions for 

Good Friday at Keasden 
 2.00 pm Quiet Service for Good Friday at 

Austwick 
Sunday 5th – 9.30 am Family Communion for 

Easter Day at Austwick
 11.00 am Family Communion for Easter Day at 

Clapham
 2.00 pm Family Communion for Easter Day at 

Keasden
 7.00 pm Family Communion for Easter Day at 

eldroth
Friday, 10th – 2.00 pm Wedding
Sunday 12th – 10.30 am United Service at 

Clapham for Re-dedication and Confirmation
Friday 17th – 1.30 pm Confederation School 

service at Clapham Church
Sunday, 19th – 9.30 am Holy Communion at 

Austwick
 11.00 am holy Communion at Clapham
 7.00 pm Evensong at Eldroth
Sunday, 26th – 9.30 am Holy Communion at 

Austwick
 11.00 am holy Communion at Clapham
 2.00 pm Evensong at Keasden 

Holy Communion is held in Austwick Church 
every wednesday at 10.30 am

Looking Ahead
Tuesday, 5th May – Quiet Day at Parceval Hall – 
sign the list in Church or let the Vicar know if you 
would like to attend
Sunday, 10th May – Primrose Walk at 3.00 pm 
followed by Afternoon Tea at Wood Farm
Sunday, 24th May – Lambing Service at Wenning-
side Farm, Keasden at 7.00 pm 

Parish Notices
Church Flowers – If you would like to put flowers 
in Church for a sunday during 2015 the rota is at 
the back of Church. The ladies who regularly see 
to the flowers would be happy to arrange them on 
your behalf.

Austwick and Clapham Church Book Sales – If 
you’re short of a good read you may find what you’re 
looking for at the back of Church where there is a 
good selection of reading material from hardbacks 
through to magazines. Please leave a small donation 
with all proceeds going towards the upkeep of the 
Church.
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Thomas Redhead
Solid Fuel & LPG gas supplier

All grades and sizes of coal, 
every available smokeless fuel

Netted Logs • Kindling • Bottled Gas
all delivered to your door

QuaLity, reLiaBiLity & choice
Garden Compost now available

015242 41626 or 41212

Advice and information for 
older people and their carers

CHEAPSIDE, SETTLE BD24 9EW
 Tel: 01729 823066 or 01729 825669

Registered Charity number: 700054

NortH CrAVEN

Now open Sundays
11am to 4pm

L. PRESTON & SONS
Proprietor: iaN PreStoN

TOWN HEAD GARAGE
AUSTWICK

Telephone 015242 51391

New & Used Car Sales 
M.O.T. Testing & Repairs

Mark Watson
Home & Garden Maintenance

07759 680938 • 07759 680943 
Low Bentham 015242 62038

Digging, fencing, hedge trimming, mowing, 
paving, planting, power washing, spraying, 

strimming, turfing, gutters cleared.
Loft insulating, pointing, rendering, painting.

No job too small, reasonable rates, 
estimates given.

HARRISON & CROSS LTD.
NICEIC APPROvED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Settle
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!

THE ONE-STOp SHOp
Complete and partial rewires, electrical checks on existing 

installations. Small appliance testing.  
Televisions supplied and installed, aerials erected.

Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for Chest 
Freezers, Larder Fridges, Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 

Dishwashers, Cookers, Microwaves and Vacuum Cleaners.

BRigHTEN Up YOUR HOmE
Our lighting showroom will give you all the latest ideas,  

we offer a free design service with installation if required.

Telephone: 01729 823423. Email: harrisoncross@cooptel.net

scandimoot is coming to Clapham for the second 
time from 1st to 4th May, Bank Holiday weekend.  
They will be based at the Village Hall and participants 
will be staying at various places in and around the 
village. They are a group of about 70 musicians and 
dancers. On Saturday, Sunday and Monday in the 
daytime there will be dance workshops in the Village 
Hall and instrumental workshops in the classrooms 
at Ingleborough Hall. On Saturday evening, 2nd 
May, there will be a concert in Victoria Hall at Settle 
at 8 p.m. followed by a dance, and on Sunday 3rd 
May there will be a free concert at 1.15 p.m. in St. 
James Church.  we are all invited to attend and take 
part in any of these activities.  Last year we attended 
some of the events and they were great fun. You 
don’t have to take part if you don’t want to: it is 
very entertaining just to watch.  Last year there were 
visiting musicians from Sweden and this time the 
visitors are from Norway. I am told the Norwegian 
music and dance is quite similar to the Swedish 
we saw last year, but they are quite different from 
English folk music. Last year the group said what 
a marvellous welcome they received in Clapham 
and commented what a friendly village it is, quite 
a compliment.  Posters and more information will 
appear in due course. Do try to come.  

Brenda Pearce

SCANDIMoot
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 we rent the building from the ingleborough 
Estate, who’ve been extremely supportive. Terry 
Jenkins, who previously ran the shop, has been very 
helpful and Charlotte Foster, an advisor with the 
Plunkett Foundation, has helped us from the start 
with a lot of support and advice.
 We’re delighted that Wyn Graveson was here to 
cut the ribbon and officially open the shop. Wyn ran 
the shop in the 60s and 70s.
 please support the shop!
 The shop’s opening times are 8am – 5pm on 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 8am – 7pm 
on Thursdays and Fridays, and 8am – 2pm on 
saturdays and sundays. it has an impressive range 
of quality products which will be added to in the 
coming weeks and prices are very competitive. 
 The shop’s first annual general meeting for its 
shareholders will be in June. The management 
committee will step down and a new committee will 
be elected (although former management committee 
members can stand for election). Further details 
will be circulated to shareholders. If you would like 
to become a shareholder visit the shop’s website 
www.claphamvillagestore.co.uk or contact Don on 
015242 51775.

Let’s make sure the shop is a success – 
please use it!

Wyn cuts the ribbon and officially opens the shop. 

Clapham Village Store
the heart of our village

Our community-owned shop, 
providing a wide range of 

groceries, freshly baked bread  
and pastries, coffee, newspapers 

and loads more.

claphamvillagestore.co.uk
015242 51524
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Parish Council report
The parish council met on 24th February and hosted 
the Annual Parish Meeting (APM) on 24th March.  
 The APM was an opportunity for residents of the 
parish to get together and learn about the work and 
challenges facing our parish, district and county 
councils and that of the wide range of community 
groups active in our area.  The meeting was well 
attended and reports were given by Parish Council 
Chairman, Colin Price, Craven District Councillor 
Carl Lis and North Yorkshire County Councillor 
David Ireton, Community Shop Ltd, the Hyperfast 
(broadband) group, Play Park, Sustainability Group, 
Clapham Development Association, St James’ 
Parochial Church Council, and Ingham and Yorke 
representing Ingleborough Estate.  A more detailed 
report of the meeting will soon be displayed on 
the parish notice board next to the entrance of the 
shop. 
 The owners and developers of the former 
Dalesview Garage site, McConnell Homes Ltd, will 
soon present detailed planning drawings to Craven 
District Council.  This will address the outstanding 
details of the outline application proposal including: 
appearance, means of access, landscaping, layout etc. 
CDC will send the parish council a copy of these 
drawings once they have been submitted.  
 The council congratulated Clapham Community 
Shop Ltd for garnering the necessary community and 
financial support to open the village shop.  The shop 
is a vital resource for local people and councillors 
hope it will be a success for many years to come. 
 The council thanked members of the Clapham 
Hyperfast group who are working hard to develop 
this project.  Digging started last week at Bleak Bank 
Farm, Newby and will take a year to complete.  The 
group recently held a meeting in Newby to promote 
the advantages of hyperfast broadband and will soon 
do the same in Clapham. 
 A new parish caretaker will start work on 1st April 
carrying out maintenance work around the parish e.g. 
leaf clearances works, maintenance of parish council 
assets e.g. benches, market cross, millennium stone, 
litter control in public areas.  If you have any tasks 
that you would like the caretaker to carry out, please 
contact the Clerk (details below).
 Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) has again kindly donated £1400 for 
maintenance works in the AONB side of the parish.  
Using this and funds allocated by the AONB in 
previous years, the parish council intends to install a 
notice board at Clapham Station and improve drainage 
to the car parking area at Keasden Church.
 The council is responsible for the maintenance 

of the closed church yard at St James’, Clapham.  
Grass cutting has been ably carried out by Horton 
Landscaping for the past four years.  After inviting 
estimates from different local firms, the council 
decided to contract J. Hartley and Sons based in 
Ingleton to carry out the work this year. 
 The Chairman, Cllrs Dawson, Elphinstone, 
Sheridan and other representatives from neighbouring 
parish councils attended a meeting in February with 
the Police and Crime Commissioner for North 
Yorkshire to discuss policing in the local area. Various 
topics were discussed including the Country Watch 
initiative, frustration caused by the progress of local 
investigations especially sheep thefts, effectiveness 
of middle management in the police service, and the 
impact that reduced Government funding will have 
on police officer numbers.  

The following planning applications were 
considered:
• C/18/101H/LB listed building consent for 
restoration of Reginald Farrer’s pond and rockery, 
Shamba, Clapham

The following approvals were noted:
• 18/2015/15338 New highway access and revised 
layout to approved application 18/2014/14488 
(Change of use from touring caravans, caravan 
storage and holiday cottages to holiday static 
caravans and lodges), Flying Horseshoe Caravan 
Site, Station Road, Clapham.  
• 18/2015/15403 Construction of sun room 
extension to the rear with associated alterations 
to existing patio area, Sunart, Cross Haw Lane, 
Clapham.  
• 18/2015/15415 Extension of existing agricultural 
building, Tewitt Hall Farm, Newby.  

The following proposals are still pending:
• C/18/622: Full planning permission for partial 
demolition of existing curtilage building and 
rebuild to create studio workshop and ancillary 
accommodation, 4 Gildersbank, Clapham  
• C/18/622A/LB: Listed building consent for 
partial demolition of existing curtilage building 
and rebuild to create studio workshop and ancillary 
accommodation, 4 Gildersbank, Clapham 
• C/18/65P: full planning permission for erection 
of two bedroomed bungalow, Old Mason’s Yard, 
Clapham
• C/18/140B/LB listed building consent for 
provision of en-suite bathroom, Fall View, Clapham.  
Awaiting decision

Continued overleaf
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 Planning Applications
A complete service for all your 

planning requirements.

 Including all Forms and  
Plan Layouts, Elevations, 

Sections and Perspectives.

Westby 
Dairy
Robert and  
Janet townson

We deliver milk, Cream and eggs 
from our family dairy farm.

Our families have been producing 
milk for local delivery for generations, 
and now, along with the help of our 

son and daughters are very proud to 
provide a great British tradition that is 

the doorstep milk delivery service!

We bottle milk from our own herd 
of cows for delivery to homes and 
businesses the very next morning.

Westby Hall Farm, Gisburn
tel. 01200 445283

Adderstone 3D Design

telephone: 07971 292156
helenbrocklehurst@hotmail.co.uk

www.adderstone3d.co.uk

Parish Council Report continued

The following proposal was noted as 
withdrawn:
• 18/2015/15355 Conversion of existing 
garage building (former barn) to form 
auxiliary accommodation to Tenter Hill House, 
Newby
 The parish council meets on the 4th Tuesday 
of each month (except December when it is 
3rd Tuesday) and meetings take place in the 
Village Hall starting at 7.30pm.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend.
 Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial 
Officer Gillian Muir can be contacted by email: 
claphamclerk@btinternet.com or by phone 
015242 51775. 

The council is pleased that a new tri-directional 
signpost has been installed at Clapham station 
(pictured right). The post was made by local 
blacksmith David Clements and funded 
by United Utilities as compensation for the 
construction of the sewage pumping station. 
the style is traditional to compliment the 
surrounding landscape. please go and have a 
look.



9

When I arrived in 2004 as the new Vicar, Valerie 
was one of the first people I met, and I soon realized 
that she was a lovely Christian lady who lived out to 
the full the faith she professed.
 Valerie was born on the 14th February, 1926 on a 
tea plantation high up in the hills of Ceylon. her father 
was the manager of the plantation and her mother 
was a teacher. Valerie had three brothers. In those 
early years she was taught at home by her mother 
and she remembered clearly the 
tea factory with 36 large packing 
cases. she developed a terror 
of snakes, but she did enjoy the 
lovely climate as she rode through 
the plantation on her donkey.
 the family returned to england 
when Valerie was seven, she went 
to a private school where she 
enjoyed the music lessons and 
began to learn French. She then 
went to the local high school, but 
due to the war she was evacuated 
to Little Langdale. Valerie was 
patriotic and longed to join the 
WRENS, but just before she 
was the right age to apply they 
decided to increase the entry age. 
So Valerie went to train as an 
Occupational Therapist in London, and her first job 
was in St. Albans where she helped many patients, 
especially injured servicemen.
  I understand that on one occasion after finishing 
her shift at mid-day on a Saturday she jumped on 
the train and rushed over to Twickenham to watch 
england play scotland. By the time she arrived the 
gates were locked  – this did not deter Valerie – she 
found a bike, leaned it against the wall, hitched up 
her skirt and climbed over. Valerie got promoted 
and became head of Department at the Central 
middlesex hospital. after four years she arrived in 
Brussels, where she made good use of her French 
working in the main accident centre, then worked 
in Chelsea before becoming matron at a school in 
Rhodesia where her brother was headmaster. Her 
three years in africa gave her the opportunities to 
travel – she went to Kenya, South Africa, Tanzania 
and she also climbed up Kilimanjaro – what a life!
 She then came back to England and took a job in, 
of all places, Rochdale. The Vicar of the local church 
was John Potter who had been curate of a church 
in Chelsea that Valerie attended. A rapid romance 
followed, four weeks later they were engaged and 
they got married in 1962. They moved to Sevenoaks 

rIP – Elizabeth Valerie Anne Potter Valerie to all of us!
where their precious daughter Caroline was born 
in 1965. It was a busy time for Valerie, a Vicar’s 
wife and a Mum. John moved from being a Vicar 
and went to teaching RE, initially in Rugby and 
then back north again to Rochdale. This was the 
time when they bought Bridge Cottage and Valerie 
and Caroline moved into Clapham and John came 
home at weekends. John was then appointed Vicar 
of Stainforth and so they moved to the Vicarage and 

let out their cottage until John 
retired in 1987. They had over 12 
years together until John’s death 
in 2000.
 Valerie was never one to sit 
back and she certainly kept 
herself busy – craftwork, reading 
and walking as well as doing 
voluntary work for a whole range 
of organizations including the 
Lib-Dems and Age UK North 
Craven. I remember Val and her 
friend Jean Claughton running the 
Age UK Lunch Club in Hellifield 
for a number of years.
 Valerie’s faith was great, she 
never missed church apart from 
when on holiday – usually in 
my time with her great friend 

Elga – she was on the PCC, put fresh blooms in the 
Church, supported all the united services and every 
Christmas organized the collection of goods for the 
homeless in lancaster, she took a great interest in 
the Persecuted Church and the work done by the 
Barnabas Fund. She would keep me informed of the 
sick in Clapham the bereaved, new families and the 
birth of a baby – she was amazing. 
 Valerie was proud of her family, her 14 nephews 
and nieces. I remember how well she looked after 
her brother Alaistair when he moved to Clapham 
and she was always a loving and caring Mum to 
Caroline. i think it is only right to say a big thank 
you to anley for all the love and care they gave to 
Valerie over these past months and on behalf of the 
family to thank all the friends from Clapham and the 
local community who faithfully visited Val – there 
were so many, but special thanks to Elga.
 Our Bible reading reminds us that we are called 
to make use of the gifts that God has given to us 
– Valerie certainly lived out her faith and she will 
have heard those words by Our Lord: Well done 
good and faithful servant.
 may she rest in peace and rise in glory.

Ian
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ANNUAL EXHIBItIoN
Clapham Art Group will be holding its annual 
exhibition at Clapham Village Hall from Saturday 
23rd may to sunday 31st may.
 Opening times 11.00am to 6.00pm every day. 
admission 50p. tea, Coffee and Cake available in 
the supper room.
 The Preview will be held on Friday, 22nd May at 
8.00 pm to which everyone is welcome.

Clapham Village Store
the heart of our village

Our community-owned shop, 
providing a wide range of 

groceries, freshly baked bread  
and pastries, coffee, newspapers 

and loads more.

claphamvillagestore.co.uk
015242 51524

Mavis Leonard
A very happy 80th birthday on 2nd May. From 
Glenys and all your family and friends, espe-
cially Danny. have a good one.

Clapham Games Club 2015
All meetings are on Fridays beginning  

at 1.30 p.m. in the reading room

april 10th, 24th 
may 8th, 22nd  
June 5th,19th
July 3rd, 17th, 31st
august 14th, 28th  
september 11th, 25th  
October 9th, 23rd
November 6th, 20th
December 4th, 18th
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Yesterday I saw our esteemed editor and told him 
that I did not have an article for this newsletter. The 
reason why there is no Village People article is that 
my intended victim was unavailable because, as 
usual, I had left it until the last minute. Ray was 
as polite, friendly and smiling as ever but i sensed 
that he was disappointed because, presumably, he 
had very little other material to fill the pages. My 
sense of guilt increased as I walked back home so I 
thought I should offer something else. What follows 
is an alternative view of matters relating to the 
opening of our shop. 
 i innocently offered to help Barbara deliver 
leaflets about the great event and in the process I 
realised how heroic our postmen are. They are 
always cheerful and efficient despite the terrors that 
await them in Clapham’s letterboxes. Some houses 
have letterboxes so small that it must be difficult to 
put a stamp through, never mind the letter. some are 
so near to the ground that ancient folk like me are 
likely to keel over when trying to make a delivery. 
The most dangerous are some of those which look 
inviting because they are wide, deep and accessible. 
However, when you put your hand in it is likely 
to be grabbed by a brush with bristles so hard that 
you could sell them to wisdom for use in tooth 
brushes. the bristles successfully resist all attempts 
to present the leaflet in pristine condition and the 
further you push the more digits you lose because 
in some cases the bristle defence is reinforced by a 
spring on the flap which initially seizes your hand 
and then removes your skin as you try to extricate 
it. incidentally, our postmen are not only brave 
but knowledgeable. When we moved to our house 
and named it Bramall one or two of my more cruel 
and malicious friends sent us letters addressed to 
Hillsborough, Clapham. If you don’t get the joke 
or understand how they were delivered to us you 
don’t know as much as our postman. Ask me or try 
Google. 
 On the opening day we went down before 7.30 
to assist with the papers and watch the procedure 
in preparation for our first day of duty. No papers 
had arrived so we all tried to make ourselves useful 
and exchanged friendly banter as we waited. Helen 
rang our supplier and was told that the van had 
broken down so we all waited even more patiently. 
Fortunately on that Thursday the shop was not 
due to open until midday so we joined the army of 
volunteers who had arrived to stock the shelves and 
stick price labels on. Eventually it was discovered 
that the papers had been delivered to the wrong 
place. However, in the course of sticking labels on 

I USED to HAVE EIGHt FINGErS

products I learned a lot that I did not know. I thought 
that Kendal Mint Cake was simply Kendal Mint 
Cake, the fuel that powered Hillary and Tenzing up 
Everest. Now I know that there is more than one type 
and I am glad that they were not eating the chocolate 
version in 1953 because it might have made their 
hands too slippery to hold an ice axe. when i last 
drank Vimto sixty five years ago I am sure that the 
bubbles went up my nose but now we sell Vimto 
Still. Lucozade used to look like Lucozade. It used to 
smell like Lucozade. It used to taste like Lucozade. 
Now we have Mango and Passion Fruit Lucozade 
and, for all I know, we probably sell it flavoured 
with cactus and cauliflower. 
 On the second day we went down again to watch 
and help and Barbara started to clean and prepare 
the coffee machine. After a while she came into the 
shop with a very worried look on her face. I thought 
she must have shut one of the helpers in the freezer 
or set fire to the bakery but instead she had loaded 
the machine with milk where the coffee should have 
been. a quick call to the manufacturers and helpful 
advice from her husband whose practical skills 
are legendary soon resolved the difficulty. Shortly 
afterwards I was speaking to a customer from Bury 
who comes here on holiday every year. He had 
finished his shopping and was just going out when 
his nostrils twitched as Denise emerged from the 
back with a tray of freshly baked croissants. It was 
the first seduction I had ever seen in our shop and he 
returned to the counter immediately. 
 throughout all these tricky situations and despite 
being surrounded by well-meaning amateurs who 
are not sure what they are doing Helen, our manager, 
has managed to keep calm and carry on with a smile 
on her face. she is a patient and talented teacher so 
if you have been tempted to offer your help but been 
too nervous to volunteer please don’t hesitate further. 
You will soon learn the ropes and be welcomed by 
the other volunteers. Your Community Shop needs 
you.             Stuart Marshall
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StACKStEADS LEISUrE CENtrE
tAttErtHorN LANE, INGLEtoN

Offering a 15 metre indoor swimming pool
with stunning views of ingleborough,

 a jacuzzi spa, a sauna and gymnasium.

l Limited membershiips available l

New Local 
Leisure CeNtre

For more info phone 015242 41386 or
e-mail enquiries@stacksteadfarm.co.uk

or visit www.stacksteadfarm.co.uk

For Professional, Effective, Chartered 
Physiotherapy for all your musculoskeletal 

and Women’s Health Problems

Phone 015242 62216
www.benthamphysio.co.uk

Physiotherapy
Clinic

Bentham

Home Barn 
Foods

Outside catering for all events

Lucy Knowles
Fiach Cottage, Feizor, Austwick,  

via Lancaster LA2 8DF

Telephone:
01729 825626 or 07738 922 524

CROOKLANDS~ ~
Rural 4 Star Silver B&B

Old Road, Clapham
Tel: 015242 51813

17th Century former farmhouse with peaceful south 
facing views over Bowland. One double room and one 

double/or twin room, both en-suite.
Hearty breakfasts from locally sourced ingredients.

Ideal for walkers, cyclists and tourists

www.crooklandsclapham.co.uk

BUS SErVICES (581)
Clapham to Settle (weekdays):

0734 0909 1109 1309 1509 1719

Saturdays:
0734 0909 1109 1309 1509 1719

Settle to Clapham (weekdays):
0930 1130 1330 1530 1740 1830

Saturdays:
0930 1130 1330 1530 1740 1910

If you wish to advertise in the Newsletter 
please contact:

Ray Hull at  
Park View, Church Ave, Clapham LA2 8EA

If you have an article or some interesting 
news that you would like to appear in the 

newsletter please email or telephone .

hull365@btinternet.com 
or phone 015242 51492
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Beckside Yarns
& Needlecrafts

A Gallery full of fabulous yarns by Norro, 
Colinette, Debbie Bliss, Rowan, 
Brigantia, Lang, Louisa Harding, 
RYC, Gedifra and many more

Help and advice always on hand 
Call 015242 51122

 Beckside Gallery
www.becksideyarns.com Church Avenue, Clapham
info@becksideyarns.com North Yorkshire LA2 8EA

Clapham cleans up again
 The weather has improved recently, visitors are 
arriving in greater numbers and it looks like time 
for a spring clean. a litter pick has therefore been 
arranged for tuesday, 21st april, from 2.00pm ‘til 
4.00pm.
  this has been arranged by members of the 
Clapham Development Association, who would 
welcome more volunteers to help.  We shall meet on 
the corner where The Green meets Old Road, next to 
Richard Sexton’s shop.  There will be litter picking 
tongs, hi-vis tabards and plastic sacks available and 
we hope to pick up all the litter we find around the 
village, in the car park and along the roads leading 
to the a65. Craven District Council has in the past 
loaned some tongs, provided the sacks and removed 
all the bags we have filled so we hope that they will 
do so again. If you are willing to help please bring 
your own strong gloves. Further information from 
Ken Pearce (tel: 51816).

Clapham tennis Club –  
2015 Free For All

Despite low annual subscriptions, the Tennis Club 
has had a dwindling membership over the last few 
years and remains an underused village amenity.
 to remedy this, and to promote and encourage 
the playing of tennis (rule No 1 of the Club Consti-
tution!), the Committee has decided that residents 
of the parish will be able to use the court free of 
charge in 2015.
 What will happen next year? This may well de-
pend on the formation of a new Committee and the 
direction they think the Club should go in.
 One thing is certain: before long the court will 
need to be professionally cleaned and repainted, and 
that costs money, spending that cannot be justified 
without a renewed interest and increased participa-
tion in the tennis Club.

Jim Fox, Treasurer, Clapham Tennis Club

Jess Bagnall
The i Centre, Ingleton
07754 792952
jess@yorkshiredaledpilates.com

www. yorkshiredaledpilates.com

YORKSHIRE DALES

pilates
and yoga
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Jenny M Parker
Bsc (Hons), MCSP, HPC

Chartered Physiotherapist
Specialising in the rehabilitation and  

prevention of injury

Mobile physiotherapy service offering comprehensive 
assessment and treatment of joint and spinal 
problems, sports injuries, respiratory and neurological 
conditions, all in the comfort of your own home. 
Cover for sporting events also available.

Please call to discuss your requirements and to 
book appointments.

Telephone: 015242 51049
Mobile: 07763 047160

natiOnal
WateR Well 
engineeRS

Domestic & Agricultural  
Water Well Drilling 

Installation of Water Mains

turnerford Cottage, Keasden, Clapham la2 8eX
tel. 015242 51013 or 07801 747632

email: waterwells@hotmail.co.uk
www.nationalwaterwellengineers.co.uk

This free Newsletter aims to keep everyone in 
Clapham, Keasden and Newby in touch with what 
is happening in our community. It does, however, 
cost a significant amount to produce, and advertis-
ing is a very necessary aid to the finances. An advert 
costs as little as £3.50 per issue. For Advertising 
your products and services, please contact ray
hull on 015242 51610 or hull365@btinternet.com.
Articles, News and ideas please for the next issue 

by 25th May, 2015 to
Chrissie Bell: Chrisharte@aol.com

or ray hull: hull365@btinternet.com

Septic tanks
Emptying & Maintenance

P J Richardson
Registered Waste Carrier No. NYK/642908

CLAPHAM, LANCASTER
Telephone 015242 51488

Mobile 07885 462 909

Peter Allen
FLOOR COVERINGS
    l Quality Pine & oak Furniture
    l Beds and Mattresses
    l Karndean Design Showroom
UNIT 2, SOWARTH FIELD INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE, SETTLE
Telephone 01729 825122
open Mon, tues, thurs & Fri 10am to 4pm.  
Wednesday & Saturday  10am to 12.30pm

Newsholme & Son
(established 1950)

Electrical Engineers
STATION ROAD, CLAPHAM

Write or phone 015242 51383
Domestic • agricultural installations • Security 
Lighting and Burglar alarms • Fire alarm Systems • 
additional electrical circuits • Faults • Breakdowns 
• Panel and Night Store heaters supplied.
No call-out charges, No VAT, Free estimates

Settle
Chimney Sweep 
Services

4 Craven Terrace
Settle BD24 9DB

Tel. 01729 823683
Mobile. 07815 285321

Supplier of pots, cowls & bird nets
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Wildlife in Clapham
The oystercatcher is a distinctive black and white 
wading bird with a large bright orange bill and pink 
legs. During the winter they gather in flocks of up 
to several thousand birds to feed around our coast 
line and these include birds that come from north-
ern europe. it is during the migration and breeding 
seasons that we see oystercatchers around the local 
area. Up to fifty years ago the oystercatchers only 
bred around the coast on sand dunes, salt marshes, 
lakes and nature reserves, but now they are breeding 
along rivers, becks, streams, lakes and reservoirs at 
inland sites. around here they breed along Clapham 
beck, Crook beck, Austwick beck and the river 
wenning. a couple of pairs have also used the old 
railway line between Nutta farm and Green close. 
The first oystercatchers to be seen this year was a 
pair near Crina bottom farm on the 20th Feb. At 
the beginning of the breeding season they gather in 
small flocks at several places around the local area 
before dispersing to their breeding sites. the best 
places to see these flocks 
are Clapham beck near the 
sewage works, the fields 
around Crina Bottom farm, 
the Crook beck/Nutta farm 
area and the flooded field at 
Meldingscale farm. Up to 
twenty four oystercatchers 
have been seen around the 
Crook beck/Nutta farm area 
so far this year. Oystercatch-
ers pair for life and have 
between two to three young 
during the breeding season. 
Unusually for wading birds 
the young are dependent 
on their adults for food for 
up to thirty days, and when 
they leave the local area to 
go back to the coast for the 
winter, which is during July/
august, they go as a family 
group. Then the juveniles 
will become independent.
 Other waders that are 
moving back inland after 
wintering at the coast are 
the curlews, lapwings and 
redshanks. The first cur-
lews came back on the 21st 
February and their numbers 
will increase over the next 

Oystercatcher – Haematopus ostralegus

few weeks. Even though small flocks of lapwings 
winter around the local area, larger flocks are now 
arriving back with particularly large flocks being 
seen around Crina Bottom farm, Nutta farm and 
Meldingscale farm. Only three redshanks have been 
seen so far this year, one at Meldingscale farm – 8th 
March and two near Green Close – 22nd March.
 Skylarks were first seen flying north over the 
local area back to their breeding sites on the 15th 
February and the first Skylark was heard singing at 
hardacre moss on the 22nd march.
 Up to fifteen song thrushes are back at their 
breeding sites and their loud scratchy song can be 
heard especially at dawn and dusk around the local 
area.
A flock of sixteen whooper swans flew North West 
over Nutta farm and Hardacre Moss, slowly migrat-
ing north back to iceland or Greenland on the 15th 
February.

Tim Hutchinson, Smithy cottage




