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Go-ahead at last for garage site homes
the parish council met on september 22. eight years 
after the first plans were submitted, Craven District 
Council has granted the final permissions needed 
for McConnell Homes Ltd to build 22 homes on the 
former Dalesview Garage site. Observant villagers 
will have noticed that building started two weeks 
ago. The parish council was pleased to learn that 
housing development will not have an electronic 
entrance gate.
 The Barn, rural superfast broadband project 
continues to make excellent progress. The core 
route has been laid, the telecommunications cabinet 
at Keasden has gone live and more ducting and fibre 
is being installed. The parish council expressed their 
thanks to all involved but particularly Ian Jones and 
Simon Peach for their hard work and perseverance 
in getting the project to this stage.
 Parish Caretaker Pete Everson, has started 
to restore a (non-drinking) water supply to the 
ornamental fountain in Clapham. the feature has 
also been cleaned giving it a new lease of life.
 You may be well aware that Craven District 
Council funding for Settle Area Swimming Pool is 
to end. Three years ago the pool received £31,000, 
this year £16,000, but from March 2016 it will 
receive nothing. Staff and trustees are working hard 
to bridge the gap but the removal of CDC funding 
will have a massive impact on the pool and leaves 
its future uncertain. The pool serves all sections of 
the community in North Craven regardless of age, 
ability and fitness and even provides GP-referred 
hydrotherapy sessions. It delivers a vital, value-
for-money service that benefits the health and well-
being of the local community. the parish council 
believes it merits financial support from Craven 
District Council and will be writing to local district 
councillors, the CEO of Craven District Council and 
Julian Smith MP to urge them to support continued 
funding for the pool. 
 The Parish Council audit for 2014-15 is complete. 

Auditors are satisfied that accounts and procedures 
are being kept in accordance with proper practices. 
You can view the 2014-15 annual return on the 
Clapham notice board, the council’s webpage or by 
contacting the clerk (details below).
 Investigations continue into the possibility of 
obtaining a community defibrillator. As part of 
this project, the parish council need to recruit a 
group of volunteers to be trained in CPR. If you 
are interested then please contact the Clerk, Gillian 
Muir, on claphamclerk@btinternet.com or 51775. 
The proposal to have a defibrillator has evolved 
from the development of a Community Emergency 
Plan. The first draft of the plan should be ready in 
the next few weeks. 

The following planning approvals were noted:
• 18/2015/15634: Reserved matters application 

(appearance, scale and landscaping) pursuant of 
outline planning application. Former Dalesview 
Garage site, Old Road, Clapham.

• 18/2015/16014 Application to discharge con-
dition No.3 of planning approval referenced 
18/2014/15065 concerning materials to be used 
in external finish, Old Manor House, the Green, 
Clapham.

• 18/2015/16094 Proposed extension of agri-
cultural building, Tewitt Hall Farm, Newby.

The following application was noted as refused:
• C/18/615C Full planning permission for replace-

ment of uPVC glass conservatory with stone built 
and natural slate roofed lean-to garden room, 
Deighton House, Riverside, Clapham.

The following proposals are still pending:
• C/18/65P Full planning permission for erection 

of two bedroomed bungalow, Old Mason’s Yard, 
Clapham.

continued on page 3
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On-Site Welding 
Farm Buildings etc. 

4x4 Repairs and 
Plant Repairs

Unit 1, DaleS VieW  
OlD ROaD  
ClaPham la2 8Jh
telephone 07779 081388

KEVIN CHADWICK
Agricultural Engineer

BRIDGE COTTAGE
Bed & Breakfast

Station Road, Clapham LA2 8DP
Telephone 015242 51506

www.bridgecottageclapham.co.uk

This charming cottage B&B is at the heart of the 
village of Clapham and overlooks the beck. It has 
been extensively refurbished to reveal oak beams, 
window seats and slate floors. Enjoy a locally-
sourced full Yorkshire breakfast in the cosy dining 
room, then relax in front of the fire at night. 

Choose from three bedrooms: two doubles with 
ensuite showers, plus one twin/superking suite 
which has an ensuite bathroom and separate  
shower. 

We are dog-friendly and are delighted to provide 
day care to our four-legged guests.

Suppliers of top quality . . .

Traditional House Coal
l

Kiln Dried Firewood
l

Smokeless Fuel
l

Top Soil and
Mushroom Compost

l

Wood Heating Pellets

Call the office on  
01524 812476  

or visit
www.logsdirect.co.uk  

to place an order

l

G. Kay Builders ltd.
– General BuildinG –

No job too small!

South View  •  Cross Haw Lane 
Clapham  •  via Lancaster

LA2 8DZ

Mobile: 07805 874937
Home: 015242 51739

A Gallery full of fabulous yarns by: 

Norro  l  ColiNette  
Debbie bliss  l  rowAN 

briGANtiA  l  louisA HArDiNG 
lANG  l  rYC  l  GeDifrA  

. . . . and many more

Help and advice always on hand 
Call 015242 51122

Beckside Yarns
& Needlecrafts

BeCkside GallerY
CHurCH aveNue, ClapHam
NortH YorksHire la2 8ea

www.becksideyarns.com
info@becksideyarns.com

l
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CHURCH NEWS
The Vicar writes . . .



DIARY DATES FOR OCTOBER
Monday, 5th – Harvest Social in Eldroth Village 

Hall from 7.00 pm.
Thursday, 8th – Clapham pCC meeting at eileen 

Plumridge’s home at 7.30 pm.
Saturday, 17th – Diocesan Synod meeting in 

Harrogate.   Lippi Logic performance in Eldroth 
Church at 7.30 pm

‘The Raw and Ragged Material of our 
Humanity’

Many people today make use of an allotment, indeed 
in most parts of the country there are long waiting 
lists for a plot. All allotments set out their rules and 
regulations, and I noticed this clause in one tenancy 
agreement:
 ‘The tenant agrees to keep the plot at all times 
properly cultivated with spade husbandry, well 
manured and free from weeds and noxious plants 
and in good heart and condition.’ But what would 
it mean to be well-manured? As a young boy, I 
remember my grandfather, on the occasions that 
a horse came along, going out with a bucket and 
collecting whatever droppings the horse had left. A 
huge steaming pile of manure, as well as providing 
nutrients, also provides humus, which improves the 
structure of the soil.
 Many people find a beautiful garden helps them 
to think about God, but a pile of manure can have 
the same effect. Christianity is an earthly and earthy 
religion. Incarnation is about God entering our 
messy world – in a stable – and getting his hands 
dirty; about using the raw and ragged material of 
our humanity to produce what is life giving.
 In our prayers we can fall into the trap of trying 
only to keep things beautiful. We can tell God the 
sort of things we think he wants to hear – but our 
faith needs feeding, not just on the beautiful, but 
on the raw stuff of human experience, believing 
that it can be redeemed and turned into something 
productive. Sometimes we need to let it settle, and 
that’s true of manure and of our experience.
 Successful growing requires dealing with muck 
and dirt, if we want a healthy plot or garden, it 
will have to be fed with manure. If we feed into 
our prayer life the stuff of our human experiences, 
then we too will become healthy Christians, in good 
heart and condition.
 May God bless you all and you enjoy your 
gardens. 

       Blessings to you all – Ian

Parish Council – continued
For more information on the work of the parish 
council please click on the ‘parish council 
information’ link at www.claphamyorkshire.co.uk.
 The parish council meets on the fourth Tuesday 
of each month, except August and December. 
Meetings take place in the Village Hall starting at 
7.30pm. Everyone is welcome to attend.
 Parish clerk and responsible financial 
Officer Gillian Muir can be contacted by email: 
claphamclerk@btinternet.com or by phone 015242 
51775. 

Saturday, 24th – Juke Box Junkies performance 
– local band perform great live music from the 
sixties onwards – 7.30 pm in Austwick Church.

Wednesday, 28th – Afternoon Church Fellowship 
AGM followed by Pippa Foulds talking about 
the Royal School of Needlework – 1.30 pm in 
the parish hall. 

Thursday, 29th – house Communion at the home 
of Eileen Plumridge at 10.45 am. 

LOOKING AHEAD
November
Sunday, 1st – All Saints Day Services: 9.30 am 

Eldroth with Austwick, and 11.00 am Keasden 
with Clapham. Preacher: the Dean of Ripon 
Cathedral, Rt Revd John Dobson. 

Saturday, 7th – Austwick Church Christmas Fayre 
in the Parish Hall from 2.00 pm.

Sunday, 8th – Remembrance Day Services –  
10.55 am and 6.30 pm, and service at Keasden at 
2.00pm when we remember our loved ones.

Saturday, 14th – Special Away Day with Bishop 
James for all workers in the church – 10.00 am – 
4.00 pm at the Friend’s Meeting House in Settle. 
Please come to this day as we plan for the future 
of our churches.

Saturday, 15th – Taize Service at Eldroth at  
7.00 pm.

Saturday, 21st – Parish Walk – meet at Austwick 
Church at 9.30 am – all welcome.

Sunday, 22nd – Church in the Pub at 7.00 pm in the 
New Inn, Clapham. 

Wednesday, 25th – Afternoon Church Fellowship 
– Peddling and Paddling around the Outer 
Hebrides, talk and slide show with Alec Rigby in 
the Parish Hall at 1.30 pm.
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Thomas Redhead
Solid Fuel & LPG gas supplier

All grades and sizes of coal, 
every available smokeless fuel

Netted Logs • Kindling • Bottled Gas
all delivered to your door

QuaLity, reLiaBiLity & choice
Garden Compost now available

015242 41626 or 41212

Advice and information for 
older people and their carers

CHEAPSIDE, SETTLE BD24 9EW
 Tel: 01729 823066 or 01729 825669

Registered Charity number: 700054

NortH CrAVEN

Now open Sundays
11am to 4pm

L. PRESTON & SONS
Proprietor: iaN PreStoN

TOWN HEAD GARAGE
AUSTWICK

Telephone 015242 51391

New & Used Car Sales 
M.O.T. Testing & Repairs

Mark Watson
Home & Garden Maintenance

07759 680938 • 07759 680943 
Low Bentham 015242 62038

Digging, fencing, hedge trimming, mowing, 
paving, planting, power washing, spraying, 

strimming, turfing, gutters cleared.
Loft insulating, pointing, rendering, painting.

No job too small, reasonable rates, 
estimates given.

HARRISON & CROSS LTD.
NICEIC APPROvED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Settle
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!

THE ONE-STOp SHOp
Complete and partial rewires, electrical checks on existing 

installations. Small appliance testing.  
Televisions supplied and installed, aerials erected.

Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for Chest 
Freezers, Larder Fridges, Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 

Dishwashers, Cookers, Microwaves and Vacuum Cleaners.

BRigHTEN Up YOUR HOmE
Our lighting showroom will give you all the latest ideas,  

we offer a free design service with installation if required.

Telephone: 01729 823423. Email: harrisoncross@cooptel.net

From Monday, 1st June they will be: 

Monday to Wednesday 8am–5.30pm; 
Thursday 8am–7pm; 

Friday 8am–6pm; 
and  

Weekends 8am–3.30pm.

Village Shop opening hours

Please support your Village Shop

 Planning Applications
A complete service for all your 

planning requirements.

 Including all Forms and  
Plan Layouts, Elevations, 

Sections and Perspectives.

Adderstone 3D Design

telephone: 07971 292156
helenbrocklehurst@hotmail.co.uk

www.adderstone3d.co.uk
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Saint James’ Church saw a stunning exhibition of 
wedding dresses and wedding memorabilia over the 
August Bank Holiday weekend.
 The church was beautifully decorated by church 
members, and dresses and other items were donated 
by local people. Altogether, there were 30 brides’ 
dresses plus bridesmaids’ dresses, outfits worn by 
mothers of the bride and two morning suits worn by 
grooms which have also survived the years. Some 
families were able to bring together dresses from a 
number of generations with the Walton/Lund family 
displaying four, ranging from 1954 to 2014. The 
Parry family had three dresses covering the period 
1943 to 1996. The oldest item on display was a skirt 
worn by the bride as part of her outfit at a wedding 
in County Laoise in 1902. This was followed by a 
pair of gloves worn by a bride in 1917.
 World War Two was remembered by several 
families with a 1943 dress worn by Lisa Clark’s 
mother made from Nottingham lace (which was off 
rations at the time). Clearly there was some drama 
at this wedding as illustrated by a telegram from the 

best man who was unable to attend at the last minute 
because he was piloting a Flying Fortress across the 
Bay of Biscay. 
 Another good illustration of a wartime Make-do-
and-mend wedding was provided by Janet Raine. 
Her mother was the bride and she had to borrow her 
dress from her sister- in- law who had worn it at her 
wedding four years previously.
 The displays were accompanied by a range of 
other memorabilia including wedding albums and 
orders of service. However, there was also a number 
of other items which struck very personal chords. 
The Stride family were able to display not only the 
wedding veil of Norman’s mother from 1941 but 
also the beautifully embroidered nightdress she 
had worn on her honeymoon. The Wilson family 
also had a very special item on display – on her 
wedding day Denise Wilson was presented with 
a christening gown made from the leftover fabric 
from her wedding dress. It has since been well 
used by Ron and Denise’s two daughters and four 
grandchildren.

A celebration of weddings
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Clapham Village Store
the heart of our village

We are a community-owned shop, 
providing groceries, freshly baked bread  

and pastries. We offer a daily supply 
of fresh vegetables, meat and dairy, 

newspapers  and lots more . . .
Pop in and see our latest offers.

tel. 015242 51524
info@claphamvillagestore.co.uk
www.claphamvillagestore.co.uk

and find us on  
facebook, tweet to @ClaphamShop

Clapham Village Hall

Q U I Z  
A Stuart Marshall Production

in association with the
Hall Committee and the Village.

FridAy, 9th OctOBer
commencing at 7.00 for 7.30 p.m.

Bar available.
£7 including supper.

For a vegetarian option, please indicate 
when buying tickets, which are  

available from:
 • The Village Store
 • Reading Room Café
 • Lorraine Wildman or  
 • David Kingsley Tel. 51240

Teams of four, but twos or 
individuals will be very welcome. 

taking shelter
The new playpark shelter was 
installed early in September.
It makes a nice addition to 
the playpark and we are very 
pleased with it. We decided to 
keep the old shelter and will 
do some work on it to bring it 
back to a reasonable condition. 
We have also mended one of the 
goalposts and will be renewing 
rotting timbers on the benches. 
 The ‘witch’s hat’ needs a new 
bearing and we will now see how 
much repairs will cost. So the 
need for help with maintenance 
and fundraising is ongoing. 
 The next meeting of the Play-
park Association is on Saturday 
12th December starting at 4pm 
in the Bunkbarn bar.

Tracey Bilton
Clapham Park Association

015242 51856
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On 10 September we held a public meeting to discuss 
whether to continue with the application process for a 
post office licence. The main issues were:
• Estimated commission on post office sales would 

only be £2000 per year (compared to the previous 
salary of £13,000). This income wouldn’t cover the 
additional staff time we’d need for all of the hours 
that the post office counter would be open (even 
though we had negotiated reduced hours with the 
post office), and therefore the post office could be 
a cost to the shop.

• Volunteers would face additional responsibilities to 
operate the post office counter and understandably 
not many were keen to take this on.

• The community consultation indicated that postage 
and cash withdrawals were the services most in 
demand.

• Contracts are for a minimum of 12 months and six 
months’ notice is required to pull out, so we would 
be committed to running the post office for at least 
18 months.

• The post office’s computer system is suspected 
of wrongfully indicating shortfalls, which post-
masters have had to repay or face imprisonment.

The meeting was attended by 37 residents and two 
representatives of Post Office Ltd, along with the 
management committee. After a lengthy discussion 
and a PO Ltd presentation, shareholders were asked 
to take part in a secret ballot to decide whether we 
should continue with the application process and 
enter into a contract with PO Ltd. There were 29 No 
votes, 6 Yes votes, and one abstention.
Just before the vote we had asked the post office 
representatives whether, in the event of a No vote, 
we would be able to revisit our application in say six 
months’ time (bearing in mind that we started the 
application process well over a year ago). We were 
told that the application would stay open and that 
we wouldn’t be applying from scratch. However, the 

next day PO Ltd informed us that this was no longer 
the case. In addition, PO Ltd’s funding to pay for the 
installation of its counter and equipment would no 
longer be available. 
the management committee supports the share-
holders’ decision. However, we appreciate that not 
having a post office in Clapham is an inconvenience, 
so alternative ways to enable residents to have access 
to key post office services are being looked into. Note 
that we already offer stamps and we are looking into 
cash withdrawals. In the meantime, if you find it 
difficult to get to Austwick post office please let Sue 
Mann know on 51792. 
 On a much more positive note, we are delighted to 
say that the village shop is one of three organisations 
shortlisted for a North Yorkshire County Council 
Community Award for the best community project (the 
winner will be announced at an event on 16 October), 
as well as a Craven District Council Community 
Champions Award for the best social enterprise (the 
winner will be announced on 29 October). Clapham 
Parish Council nominated us for both awards so we 
are very grateful to them. It would be fantastic to win 
either of these awards, but whatever the outcome it’s 
very good publicity for the shop and Clapham and 
acknowledgment of our wonderful staff and volunteers 
and the incredible support of the community.
 Finally, work has started on refurbishing the 
upstairs front room, toilets, kitchen, stairs and landing, 
to provide better facilities for staff and volunteers and 
office space to sublet to generate additional income. 
We thank the Ingleborough Estate for its continuing 
support.
 Don Gamble
 Chair, Clapham Community Shop Ltd
 015242 51524
 info@claphamvillagestore.co.uk
 www.claphamvillagestore.co.uk

Clapham Village Store

Shop Manager Helen 
Rawlinson with 
committee member 
Denise Wilson and 
Jenny Cornish from  
Craven District 
Council with her 
camera.



 Planning Applications
A complete service for all your 

planning requirements.

 Including all Forms and  
Plan Layouts, Elevations, 

Sections and Perspectives.

Westby 
Dairy
Robert and  
Janet townson

We deliver milk, Cream and eggs 
from our family dairy farm.

Our families have been producing 
milk for local delivery for generations, 
and now, along with the help of our 

son and daughters we are very proud 
to provide a great British tradition that 
is the doorstep milk delivery service!

We bottle milk from our own herd 
of cows for delivery to homes and 
businesses the very next morning.

Westby Hall Farm, Gisburn
tel. 01200 445283

Adderstone 3D Design

telephone: 07971 292156
helenbrocklehurst@hotmail.co.uk

www.adderstone3d.co.uk
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The hall started its life as an artist’s drawing in the 
early 1800s. The building was completed in 1841 
and now stands proudly in eight acres of grounds 
which includes the open lawn, memorial garden and 
woods encompassing the hall.
 It has been used by various people since being 
built. Reginald Farrer used it as his country retreat, 
then it became established as an evacuation point 
during the World Wars which then led it to becoming 
an special school.
 During the early 1970s there was a consortium 
of Local Education Authorities, including the old 
Ridings of Yorkshire, that invested in the building and 
made it into an outdoor resource for schools. Over 
time, and with changes in county boundaries and 
names, all but Bradford and Leeds local authorities 
pulled out. Fortunately the City of Bradford MDC 
carried on the charge, as Leeds City Council also 
withdrew in 2005, and decided for the benefit of the 
people of Bradford to take on full responsibility for 
the building and grounds. At one point we were the 
biggest employer within the village and are still a 
significant contributor to the local economy.
 The building has undergone extensive refurbish-
ment kindly funded by the Schools Forum group 
of Bradford schools. The Centre now has 106 

beds, across 21 bedrooms, with the majority of 
these being en-suite. Upgraded teaching rooms 
and dining facilities ensure a comfortable stay for 
all our visitors. We have 13 permanent staff and 
call on around 10 additional staff to help us during 
our busier times. Many of these people live within 
Clapham or our neighbouring villages. 
 We continue to go from strength to strength and 
with an increase in bookings and the continued 
support of our Local Authority schools, we aim to 
be here for the foreseeable future.

   Lee Paskin (Head of Centre)

Hall flourishes as school demand grow

Children in Need  
Coffee Morning

Aimee and Erin (Liz and Eric Mason’s grand-
daughters) invite you to their coffee morning  
on Friday, 17th October in the Village Hall from 
10am until Noon to raise funds for Children in 
Need. 
 There will be a cake stall and raffle. This will be 
the fourth year the children have organised an event. 
A get together not to be missed!

Liz Mason
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this time of year sees our local farms complete much 
of the harvest, whether it be sheep and lambs or grass. 
September is the time we sell our gimmer (female) 
lambs that were born in March and April of this year. 
These are lambs that we produce and sell to Lowland 
farmers in order for them to breed quality lambs for 
the table. This is no small task due the preparation 
required, which is entirely cosmetic. 
 The breed we sell is the Masham; this is a cross 
between the Dalesbred ewe (mum) and the Teeswater 
tup (dad). It is worth pointing out that farming sheep 
in general and Mashams in particular can shorten the 
life of the shepherd significantly. 
 We start by trimming the wool around the head 
and bottom in order to give a tidier appearance. Next 
she is dipped in colouring to darken and tighten the 
fleece. Our dipper has room for five lambs at once, 
the trick is to keep count of the heads as each lamb 
tries to stand on the others and they all try to cover me 
in dip – which has a funny taste. 
 Next they have their faces washed with soap and 
water, it is time-consuming, with 160 to do and each 
one thinks it is being drowned again. The idea is the 
darker wool sets off the newly washed bright face to 
attract the eye of the wealthy Southern buyer. 
 Next we sort them into matching batches of ten 
or up to 20. They are sorted due to appearance. We 

sort them to size and or facial colour as well as wool 
type. This year we had nine pens of between ten and 
twenty. The ten best, or bonniest as we say in the 
farming world, are sold first as they represent the best 
the farm can produce. 
 Finally each lamb has two tags, one for each ear. 
One of the tags is electronic and is able to be read 
with a hand-held stick reader which resembles a 
magic wand, this means its movement off the farm 
is recorded. 
 The tag is read again as it leaves the sale ring and 
the buyer has a list of all the individual lambs they 
have bought. To put it in perspective, on Saturday, 
September 12th, 11,500 gimmer lambs passed 
through Bentham Mart with a possible value of £1 
million from 115 relatively local farms, all on their 
way to new homes right around the country.
 It is well known in the agricultural world that if a 
cow or sheep had three ears DEFRA would insist it 
needed three tags. For those who are unsure, DEFRA 
stands for Department for Extinction of Farmers and 
rural affairs. 
 It is no coincidence that the morning of the sale 
which is already fraught, most of the lambs appear 
lame or ill. we rely on neighbours helping to ship the 
lambs to the auction at Bentham and payment for this 
is lunch in the cafe, including pudding. Helping each 
other is a major strength of the farming community.
 This year many of our lambs have gone to Norfolk 
where we hope they have a long and productive life. 
They certainly seemed excited as they boarded the 
wagon, never having been South before, just like the 
shepherd. 
 The wethers (castrated males) are sold as they 
become heavy enough and well enough finished into 
the food chain. We sell these through the winter also 
at Bentham but also to supermarkets or independent 
butchers. Our adult breeding sheep are now on the 
fell having a well earned break, it’s a bit like waving 
the children off to university. 
 The process begins again when the tups are put in 
to the sheep which in our case is the end of October to 
mean lambs are due at the end of March. Before then 
come the tup sales. this is the opportunity to purchase 
new bloodlines in order to improve the quality of our 
breeding sheep and (hopefully) then the quality of the 
lamb we produce for sale. 
 Tups can be an expensive item and generally the 
more expensive they are, the more likely they are to 
drop dead with no warning and no reason. 
 This usually happens the day before letting him 
into the sheep, when all the sales are over and the 
best that can be found is one of your neighbour’s old 
arthritic tups that he was keeping for a spare.

John Dawson

Getting a taste of sheep dip

The Harold and  
Alice Bridges charity 
Registered Charity Number 236654 

The Trustees of the Charity invite further 
applications for grants from charities local to 
Ingleton and surrounding areas to benefit local 
people and organisations. 
 The Charity is associated with Richard 
Howarth, who ran a haulage business from 
ingleton for many years. 
 Full details of the Charity, grant criteria and 
how to apply, are shown on the Charity’s website: 
www.haroldandalicebridgescharity.co.uk 
 The Trustees cannot guarantee that every 
application will be successful, but do encourage 
applications to be made. These will be considered 
at the meetings of the Trustees which take place 
three times a year. 
 Completed application forms should be sent 
to the correspondent of the Charity, Linder 
Myers of 21-23 Park Street, Lytham, Lancashire  
FY8 5LU. The telephone number for further 
enquiries is 0844 984 6025.
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WI day was held on the 16th September 2015 
reflecting on 100 years and celebrating achievements. 
Clapham with Horton WI (Horton joined us in 
February of this year) celebrates 85 years in October. 
From the minutes a public meeting in connection 
with the Women’s Institute was held at the Village 
Hall, Clapham on Friday, 26th September, 1930 
at 7pm. The chair was taken by Mrs. Brevin. Mrs 
Wayte Hicks explained the Women’s Institute 
aims, ideas etc. It originated in Canada in 1915 to 
promote social intercourse, stimulate agriculture, 
encourage handicrafts for cooperative enterprise 
and to encourage women in hygiene and welfare 
work. Mrs Hicks impressed the importance of the 
institute being non political and non sectarian. It 
was proposed by Miss Lovett and seconded by Mrs 
Hazzard that a WI be formed. Meetings were to be 
held on the second Wednesday in each month. 
 And so it has continued – the second Wednesday 
of the month is WI night. The first meeting was held 
on October 8th and Mrs Mason (currant resident Eric 
Mason’s mother) was named on the tea committee, 
(no change there, name wise in 2015!) At the first 
meeting 22 members were present and now there 
are 24. Nationally there are now 21,200 members 
and 6,600 WIs. At the first meeting Dr Lovett 
should have given a talk on the Shetland Isles but 
was unavoidably absent, so the vacancy was filled 
by Miss Lovett who showed how to seat a chair with 
sea grass. Things do not change much. Last month’s 

speaker was also unavoidably absent but a surprise 
party for a special birthday was held instead. Over 
the last year speakers have informed us about the 
Yorkshire Air Ambulance, quilting, cave rescue and 
diabetes, amongst other things. 
 The ethos and reputation of the WI remains 
the same as it did in 1915 – meeting old and new 
friends of all ages; learning new skills; and making 
a difference on matters that are important to them 
now as fellow members did in 1915. In 1918 the 
first resolution was passed urging local authorities to 
take advantage of the government scheme for state 
-aided housing. In recent years the WI campaigns 
have been about organ donation; climate change; 
SOS for High Streets and town centres; more 
midwives; love your libraries; care not custody and 
SOS for honey bees. 
 This year our President Kath Hewitt attended 
the garden party at Buckingham Palace celebrating 
100 years, and in 1965 her mother-in-law, May 
Hewitt, of Austwick WI and Margaret Graveson of 
Clapham WI attended the 50 year celebration, also 
at Buckingham Palace. 
 Whether you are a listener or a doer, a young 
person or older, you will find friendship and fun, 
and will be made most welcome to our meetings 
on the second Wednesday of the month in Clapham 
Village Hall. For further details contact our secretary 
Jill Walker on 01729 825358.       

Liz Mason 

Clapham joins in WI centenary celebrations
Celebrating 100 years of the WI nationally and 85 years in Clapham

Clapham Village store committee is on the hunt for 
a new type of helper. Would anybody be interested 
in taking on some of the responsibility for the social 
media aspect of promoting the shop? Up until now 
the situation has been:
            l  Facebook – Esther Pugh
            l  Twitter – Sue Manson
            l  Website – Don Gamble
At present we know that Esther is unable to do the 
Facebook page any longer. Sue would carry on with 
Twitter but wouldn’t be devastated if someone else 
came along who was interested in taking it on. Don 
would be willing to discuss how we manage the 
website with anyone interested.
 So, what I am saying is that we definitely need 
someone to manage Facebook and, if that is all a 
volunteer was interested in that would be fantastic. 

However, if there is anyone who would be willing 
and interested in taking on other aspects of our 
social media work that could be up for discussion.
 If any of you would be interested in discussing 
this further please let me know. Alternatively, please 
mention this opportunity to anyone else you know 
who might be interested. They don’t already need to 
be on the shop radar. If this was a younger person 
/student this could be an opportunity for them to 
develop a worthwhile addition to their CV.
 We feel that this is a really important way of 
promoting the shop – we can not only let people 
know we are here but let them know about offers, 
events etc. We have a lot of visitors who come to 
the shop and we know that in some cases they have 
found out about us on social media.

Sue Mann (Tel. 015242 51792)

Give us a thumbs up if you fancy a tweet
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StACKStEADS LEISurE CENtrE
tAttErtHorN LANE, INGLEtoN

Offering a 15 metre indoor swimming pool
with stunning views of ingleborough,

 a jacuzzi spa, a sauna and gymnasium.

l Limited memberships available l

New Local 
Leisure CeNtre

For more info phone 015242 41386 or
e-mail enquiries@stacksteadfarm.co.uk

or visit www.stacksteadfarm.co.uk

Sports Injuries, Back Pain, Frozen Shoulder, 
Acupuncture and more (see website)

Phone Chartered Physiotherapist
Marie Colyer MSc, MCSP 

015242 62216
www.benthamphysio.co.uk

Physiotherapy
Clinic

Home Barn 
Foods

Outside catering for all events

Lucy Knowles
fiach Cottage, feizor, Austwick,  

via lancaster lA2 8Df

telephone:
01729 825626 or 07738 922 524

If you wish to advertise in the Newsletter 
please contact:

Ray Hull at  
Park View, Church Ave, Clapham LA2 8EA

If you have an article or some interesting 
news that you would like to appear in the 

newsletter please email or telephone .

hull365@btinternet.com 
or phone 015242 51492

Bentham

Ann Stewart
Dry Stone Walling
Tel/Fax: 015242 51118
e-mail: ann@eggshell2.demon.co.uk

2 Eggshell Lane, Clapham
via Lancaster, North Yorkshire LA2 8EP

Professional Member Dry Stone Walling Association

JAMES 
MARSHALL
Joiner & Carpenter

Established 1988

KEASDEN • CLAPHAM
Telephone 015242 51687 
or Mobile 07813 117814



Lancaster Shelter
There will be a collection of dry foodstuffs and 
warm winter clothing and bedding fo people in need 
of care.
 Please leave gifts in the boxes at the back of the 
church until Friday, 4th december. The Shelter is 
open every day.

Influenza Vaccinations
These are available now to all people over 65.

Townhead Surgery, Settle
 Please phone 01729 822611 for an appointment.

Bentham Surgery
 Saturday, 17th October 9 am to 12 noon
 No appointment needed.
 October 13th and 28th evening 4 pm to 7.30 pm
 By appointment only.

Ingleton Surgery
 Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 10 am to 12 noon.
 No appointment needed.
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The School are currently looking for some voluteers from the community to run a 
lunchtime club as part of the school day.

If you think you could spare half an hour from 12.30 until 1pm once a week to run a 
session with a small group of children, then we would love to hear from you.

Lunchtime clubs are meant to be educational, fun and based on the group leaders’ 
knowledge and expertise. We currently have a sewing club, chess club and 

gardening club, and would love to add to this list.
Other suitable ideas might be dominoes, cards, games, arts and crafts, dance, 

drama and singing.
If you think you have a hobby, craft or skill that you could offer to the children of 

Clapham School then why not pop into school for a chat, give us a ring on 015242 
51371 or email admin@clapham.north-yorks.sch.uk

Christmas Greetings
In the next issue of the Newsletter (December) 
we will again be having a Christmas Greetings 
page. If you would like to have your name 
included please fill in your details below 
and return it with your donation to any of the 
committee members before November 25th.
(Most people kindly donated about £4).

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Road or house name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

The newsletter appears on the Clapham
website, if you do not want your entry
included, please put a cross in the box.

Help needed to school lunchtime clubs

thanks 
We would like to thank everyone who made the 
Macmillan Coffee Morning another social and 
financial success, all the wonderful baking and 
raffle prizes, and Ken and Brenda Pearce delivering 
boxes of books to sell, then sweet-talking the Road 
Maintenance men so they could access Riverside. 
 We made over £500 for this most important 
cause. Thanking you again from Liz Mason and 
Jackie Kingsley.

Pet rescue fundraising
A big thankyou goes to everyone who came to our 
coffee morning in the village hall on Saturday, 
26th September.
 We raised £357.50 for Bentham Pet Rescue 
and Craven Cats Rescue, your support is very 
much appreciated.
 We are holding our Christmas fair this year 
in Clapham Village Hall from 10 am until 3.30 
pm on Sunday, 6th December. With festive gifts, 
cards and calendars along with a cake stall, 
tombola and competitions.
 In the afternoon the draw will take place for 
our annual Christmas hamper raffle, with a host 
of festive hampers to be won.
 Home made refreshments will be served 
throughout the day, so why not come along and 
join us for morning coffee, lunch or afternoon tea 
and cake and help us to celebrate the run up to 
Christmas.
 If you would like to buy our calendar before 
December 6th they will be on sale in the Reading 
Room Café Clapham and Field to Home pet shop 
in settle.

Sally Dewhurst



Jenny M Parker
Bsc (Hons), MCSP, HPC

Chartered Physiotherapist
Specialising in the rehabilitation and  

prevention of injury

Mobile physiotherapy service offering comprehensive 
assessment and treatment of joint and spinal 
problems, sports injuries, respiratory and neurological 
conditions, all in the comfort of your own home. 
Cover for sporting events also available.

Please call to discuss your requirements and to 
book appointments.

Telephone: 015242 51049
Mobile: 07763 047160
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natiOnal
WateR Well 
engineeRS

Domestic & Agricultural  
Water Well Drilling 

Installation of Water Mains

turnerford Cottage, Keasden, Clapham la2 8eX
tel. 015242 51013 or 07801 747632

email: waterwells@hotmail.co.uk
www.nationalwaterwellengineers.co.uk

This free Newsletter aims to keep everyone in 
Clapham, Keasden and Newby in touch with what 
is happening in our community. It does, however, 
cost a significant amount to produce, and advertis-
ing is a very necessary aid to the finances. An advert 
costs as little as £3.50 per issue. To advertise your 
products and services, please contact Ray
Hull on 015242 51610 or hull365@btinternet.com.
Articles, news and ideas please for the next issue 

by 25th November, 2015 to
Chrissie Bell: ChrisHarte@aol.com

or Ray Hull: hull365@btinternet.com

Septic tanks
Emptying & Maintenance

P J Richardson
Registered Waste Carrier No. NYK/642908

CLAPHAM, LANCASTER
Telephone 015242 51488

Mobile 07885 462 909

Peter Allen
FLOOR COVERINGS
    l Quality Pine & oak Furniture
    l Beds and Mattresses
    l Karndean Design Showroom
UNIT 2, SOWARTH FIELD INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE, SETTLE
Telephone 01729 825122
open Mon, tues, thurs & Fri 10am to 4pm.  
Wednesday & Saturday  10am to 12.30pm

Newsholme & Son
(established 1950)

Electrical Engineers
STATION ROAD, CLAPHAM

Write or phone 015242 51383
Domestic • agricultural installations • Security 
Lighting and Burglar alarms • Fire alarm Systems • 
additional electrical circuits • Faults • Breakdowns 
• Panel and Night Store heaters supplied.
No call-out charges, No VAT, Free estimates

Settle
Chimney Sweep 
Services

4 Craven Terrace
Settle BD24 9DB

Tel. 01729 823683
Mobile. 07815 285321

Supplier of pots, cowls & bird nets
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Why is the Village Hall Committee having 
another fund raising event when Ingleborough 
Estate should be paying for it? After all they  
own it. 

They don’t. The hall belongs to us, the people of 
Clapham, because the building, formerly a barn, was 
given to the people of Clapham by the Farrer family 
in 1926. They asked that a committee, representing 
all the organisations in the village, should run it 
for the benefit of the whole community. Since that 
time the building has been altered, extended and 
refurbished. 

Do we really need it? What use is it to most 
people? 

The hall is used by many people, including the parish 
council, the dance group, the art group, tiny tots, 
bowls players, whist players, the Women’s Institute, 
Age Concern, practitioners of Tai Chi and people 
who want to put on exhibitions or hold meetings. 

So why not jack up the price for room hire so that 
the rest of us don’t have to open our wallets? 

Because many groups do not have the funds to pay 
more and some of the smaller groups would have 
to close. 

Would that matter? I just want to live here 
without joining anything or being involved with 
any of this community stuff. I am happy to tell 
you that I’ve never even been in the place. 

How sad. This village would just be a collection of 

houses in the countryside with no soul or sense of 
community if nobody did anything for anyone else. 

OK then tell me. What is this fund raising 
event? 

It is a Quiz Evening on Saturday, 9th October at 
7.00 for 7.30 pm. Tickets, costing £7, can be bought 
in the village shop and the price includes supper. 
See the notice board for more information. 

But I don’t know anything about Greek Gods or 
nuclear physics and all that sort of quiz stuff. 

Neither does the question master so you will be 
quite safe and there are no individual questions so 
nobody will be humiliated. 

But what if it’s rubbish? Will I get my money 
back? 

It probably will be rubbish but everyone has a laugh 
and there is a bar. The supper alone will be worth 
more than the admission money because it will be 
home made by committee members and volunteers 
so you will not need a refund. 

But, despite your persuasion, I just hate quizzes 
so I won’t be there. 

No problem. If you want to show how generous you 
are you can always do what some other people have 
done in recent years and make a donation instead of 
attending the event.

questions   questions   questions . . . .  
and some answers 

Jess Bagnall
The i Centre, Ingleton
07754 792952
jess@yorkshiredalespilates.com

www. yorkshiredalespilates.com

YORKSHIRE DALES

pilates

Why the village hall needs our support

and yoga



Wildlife in Clapham
The barn owl is a medium sized owl but smaller 
than a Tawny owl, it has pale brown upper parts and 
white under parts and a white round face. Barn owls 
are nocturnal hunters, but when there is very cold 
weather in winter, or a food shortage they will hunt 
during the day. They nest in barns, any old or farm 
buildings and hollow trees, like the pair that breed 
in the hollow tree opposite Crina Bottom cemetery. 
Barn owls have four to six young which are laid two 
to three days apart, so the oldest can be about two 
weeks older than the youngest, and as seen on Spring 
Watch several years ago during a food shortage, the 
oldest will eat its own siblings one by one. 
 Before 2010, barn owls were rare around here, 
the first breeding pair was reported by Kate Rowe of 
Keasden (see October 2010 Newsletter) and since 
then Barn Owls have spread right across the local 
area, they have even been seen in Clapham village, 
two were seen together on a barn roof at the Bull 
and Cave Farm on 13th August. At present several 
are being seen regularly, one is roosting in trees on 
the old railway line near Green Close, one has been 
seen regularly around High Hazel Hall Farm and 
two are being seen near Calterber Bridge.
 Small flocks of swallows are still present around 
the local area but it will not be long before they 
leave for Africa. The last swift was seen over 
Ingleborough hall on 27th August.
 Whinchats started moving south through the local 
area from the 23rd August and on the 13th September 
there were ten whinchats seen on Hardacre Moss and 
Newby Moor. A pair of stonechats with one juvenile 

has been seen at Crook Beck on several dates, these 
could have bred locally.
 A red kite drifted south over Clapham on the 
11th September and presumably the same bird was 
seen over Newby on the 13th. The previous week a 
red kite was seen flying over the Newby area, this 
could be the same bird that was seen on the 11th 
and 13th.
 Quite a few red admirals and twice a painted 
lady have been seen around the local area up to the 
21st September. One hummingbird hawkmoth flew 
across the main lawn at Ingleborough hall on the 
17th.
 Brian Copsey found a puss moth caterpillar at 
Laithebutt Farm early in August and in his words it 
looked an evil brute, the caterpillar uses this tactic 
to scare off predators that are trying to eat it.

Tim Hutchinson, Smithy Cottage

Barn owl

Puss moth caterpillar

A place to reflect
Our community garden was recently installed at the 
front of the school. This is a space for anyone who 
wishes to reflect and rest. We are in the process of 
planning the planting and could do with your help. 
If you are a budding garden designer, ot indeed an 
expert and would like to help the school design an 
amazing space, then do contact the school. In the 
meantime, we hope you enjoy using this special 
place.

Matthew Armstrong, Acting head Teacher




