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Accrington Stanley’s Loss Is Clapham’s Gain
When I was told that Ray Hull was
proposing to step down from his
role as editor of our newsletter I
was so horrified that I thought of
collecting
signatures
and
petitioning the Prime Minister but
I am told that she has other issues
on her mind at the moment. The
reason for my sadness is that Ray
has done such a brilliant job and it
is difficult to imagine our paper
without him. The newsletter looks
so
professional
that
any
organisation would be proud of it. However,
Ray has just celebrated his 80th birthday so he
is perhaps entitled to put his feet up.
Ray worked for the Blackburn Times as
foreman of the composing room until he was
50. In the days of hot metal it was impossible
for any ordinary person to set up on their own
because the type setting machines were so
expensive, but when computers appeared he
seized the opportunity to become independent.
His main customer was Parthenon Publishing
in Kirkby Lonsdale which produced medical
books and journals. It was on one of his visits
to the firm that he visited Rosie’s café on Station
Road and was captivated by her personality and
cakes. The meeting resulted in more than just
a publishing business contract and we have all
benefited from it. I have to confess that when I
was asked to write this piece I was happy to
interview Ray at Park View. The quality of the

coffee cake matched the
excellence of our newsletter.
The Clapham and District
Newsletter was founded more
than 17 years ago by a group of
people including Sylvia Haxell,
Elga Balmford, Rosemary
Jenkin, Valerie Potter, Mark
Simpson, Anthony MacAuley,
Liz Walton, Eileen Plumridge,
Mandy Bishop and David
Sharrod.
Ray became the editor after one or two
editions and quickly set the standards we have
come to expect. In the early days there were no
photos but Ray brought in various
improvements, including the use of colour for
special editions.
When he was a teenager Ray wanted to be a
professional footballer and he showed such
promise that he was signed by Accrington
Stanley at the age of 18. Three years later he
was called up for National Service but by the
time he was released Stanley had gone into
liquidation. Coincidence? Did the loss of their
star striker deprive them of The European Cup
or a huge transfer fee from Real Madrid which
would have saved their financial bacon? We
shall never know because Ray resumed his
career as an amateur with Darwen. Clapham
has been the beneficiary.
Many thanks, Ray, for a job well done.
Stuart Marshall
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CHURCH NEWS

CHURCH SERVICES IN JUNE & DIARY DATES

The Vicar’s thoughts …
This is the time of year when many of you are
planning the next holiday. The saying goes that ‘a
change is as good as a rest’. Melanie and I, of
course, are planning major changes in our lives:
moving with all its stresses and strains, downsizing big time and, for myself, retirement.

Sunday, 4th
11.00am Holy Communion at Clapham and Keasden
4.00pm Special Choral Evensong at Austwick
Sunday, 11th
11.00am Holy Communion at Clapham
2.00pm Holy Communion at Keasden
Sunday, 18th
11.00am Holy Communion at Clapham
7.00pm Evensong at Eldroth
Sunday, 25th
11.00am Holy Communion at Clapham
2.00pm Evensong at Keasden
6.45pm ‘Church in the Pub’ at the Game Cock, Austwick

The Israelites knew what it was like to move
on a regular basis - they had 40 years of moving
- in fact Melanie and I have moved 11 times in 39
years of marriage. The Israelites had more than
their fair share of problems and reasons to
complain along the way. Previously, Jacob wanted
places for the Israelites to remember what God
had done and Joshua did the same thing. These
men of God knew how important it was for His
people to remember what God had done before.

Holy Communion will be held every Wednesday at
10.30am in Austwick Vicarage during June.

JUNE DIARY
Sunday, 4th - Choral Evensong with Voices of Craven.
All benefices in the Deanery will be holding Evensong
at the same time and singing the same hymns. Ours is
4.00pm - Austwick Church
Wednesday, 7th - Meeting of Clapham PCC at 6.00pm
in Church
Saturday, 10th - Diocesan Synod meeting.
Special Concert -Voices of Craven - Giggleswick
Church at 7.00pm
Thursday, 15th - Folk Concert with Maddy Prior Clapham Church at 7.00pm (organised by Voices of
Craven)
Saturday, 17th - Cream Teas - Eldroth Church from
2.00pm
Sunday, 18th - Open Gardens & Afternoon Teas Lawkland Hall
Wednesday, 21st - Deanery Synod meeting at 7.00pm
- Austwick
Saturday, 24th - Craven Accordion Concert - 7.30pm
- Clapham Church
Finale Concert - Voices of Craven at Giggleswick
School Chapel at 7.00pm
Sunday, 25th - Church in the Pub at The Game Cock
- 6.45 pm. Great music, an amazing interview and a
chance to enjoy each other’s company. All welcome.

As I get older, my memory is not as good, and
I need to do lists so I don’t forget anything
important. God knows that we often forget what
He has done in our lives and so He wants us to
look back and remember how He has led us. Yes,
look back and remember how God has led and
cared for you in the past.
When Abraham and his household had strayed
away from God, Abraham led them back to the
place where they met God; there they turned back
to Him and experienced His presence often in their
lives and decided to follow His lead again.
Whatever the summer holds for you, I hope
you can find time to rest and reflect on the way
that God has constantly led you and guided you.
Always remember, you are never alone, God will
walk with you.
Every blessing, Ian

JULY DIARY
Sunday, 16th - ‘Summer Serenade’ Eldroth Church
7.00pm
Thursday, 20th - School Leavers’ Service in
Clapham Church at 2.00pm
Saturday, 22nd - Clapham Street Fair
Sunday, 23rd - Songs of Praise - Clapham Caravan
Park at 3.00pm
Sunday, 30th - Vicar’s final Sunday:
United Family Communion Service - Keasden 10.30am
Celebration and Thanksgiving for the whole
community in Clapham Church at 3.00pm
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Gardeners' World Comes To Clapham
for sale in the shop. It is only a small patch so it
will never be able to grow vast quantities of
produce but the area has been transformed in
recent weeks. Barrie, assisted by Brian Jackson,
has built concrete steps, created planting areas and
made an impressive cold frame from recycled
materials, in keeping with Clapham's eco
philosophy. There is also a compost bin and a
water butt which takes drainage from the shed.
Helen and Tim have been digging and planting
at weekends but there is more to be done if
enthusiastic volunteers want to show their green
fingered skills. Please do not rush in and plant
stuff in an apparently empty bed because you may
plant rhubarb on the very spot where apprentice
carrots lurk below the surface waiting to make
their debut. Have a word with Helen before you
begin. Any offers of plants, seedlings or bushes
which will create a border will be gratefully
received. If you have time to assist with weeding
and similar tasks it will help to develop the project
and it will soon be a pretty little oasis in the heart
of the village. There are even chairs on which
you can sit and watch the vegetables grow.

This is an example of what President Trump
would call Fake News but if that title has made
you read this article then it has done the trick, just
like so many of today's news headlines. Please
read on.
A while ago Heather and Barrie Webster were
walking past the side of the shop when Heather
commented about the nettles in what had become
an extremely unattractive dumping ground. They
discussed the matter with Helen and, between
them, they came up with the idea of converting it
into a garden in which vegetables could be grown

Scandimoot Festival Weekend
Once again the folk music
and
dance
group
Scandimoot
held
a
weekend of very successful
and enjoyable music and
dance workshops based in
Clapham over the May Day

Terrific
organisation",
"Brilliant
and
inspirational". So lots of satisfied students!
As well as the workshops there was an
informal dance in the Village Hall on Saturday
evening, to which local residents were invited, a
concert followed by a dance at Victoria Hall,
Settle, on Sunday evening and a concert
especially for Clapham residents in the church
on Monday afternoon.
The participants stayed in B&Bs, the bunk
barn, with local people, or camped. They said
they were very pleased with the welcome they
received, and I for one feel that they are a
delightful addition to the Clapham calendar.
They have already booked for the same
weekend next year so I do hope even more
Clapham folk will make a point of seeing them
in 2018.
Brenda Pearce

Bank Holiday.
Six musicians from Norway and two from
the U.K. taught the instrumental classes in
Ingleborough Hall and the dance tuition which
took place in the Village Hall.
About seventy students took part and, judging
from the feedback, they were very appreciative
of the enthusiasm and expertise of the teachers.
"It was my first Scandimoot and I can happily
say it was hands down the best music course I
have ever been on", "Great dance teaching",
"Detailed, clear and extremely well thought-out",
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Clapham Steam
In the February issue, I mentioned that Northern Grosmont. A different Black Five - this time
Rail were intending to run steam-hauled service 45321 Sherwood Forester - passed on a training
trains on the Settle and Carlisle line - their run on April 3rd and a test run on April 17th saw
"Plandampf" service. These proved incredibly LNER class K5 62005 pass in both directions.
popular, but unfortunately left many
The start of May saw the first "Dalesman"
disappointed as there simply wasn't the space to service. These start out from York or Chester as
carry all those who wanted to travel. Over the diesels but then switch to being steam hauled
three days, A1 class 60163 Tornado made 12 from Hellifield to Carlisle. The steam locos pass
trips over the line, replacing the normal diesel
through Clapham
service and carrying
on route from
over
5000
Carnforth
to
passengers in the
Hellifield ready to
process. This was
collect their trains.
the first time that
LMS class 8F
steam had been used
48151 had the duty
on service trains for
on Weds 10th May.
almost 50 years and
This service will be
this fact was quickly
a regular Tuesday
picked up by the
event from the end
media thus helping
of May through the
ensure such a huge
summer so we
turn-out of hopeful
should expect a
travellers.
With
variety of locos
luck, the experiment
passing in the same
will have been Tornado passes Helwith Bridge on its final northbound
way.
deemed a success "Plandampf" service. Photo: Andy Scott
Unfortunately
and will then be
though,
it
looks
like
the
regular
Saturday
repeated in future years.
"Cumbrian Mountain Pullman" are now going
Meantime, Clapham has seen some steam to be routed through Blackburn again this
loco movements already this year. Unnamed summer, so Clapham won't see any of this
"Black Five" 45212 passed on March 3rd and traffic. But you could always pop over to
again on March 16th for test runs and a loan Helwith Bridge!
move from its base on the East Lancs Railway
Andy Scott
at Bury to the North York Moors Railway at
NORTH YORKSHIRE OPEN STUDIOS
3/4 and 10/11 June - 10.30am to 5.30pm
NEWBY (change of venue from Lower Winskill)
Sarah Smith - Sculpture
Jill James - Jewellery
Annie Farrer - Natural Detail

Clapham

NEWBY COTE, CLAPHAM
Rachelle Blondel - Ceramics
Rachel Thornton - Printing

015242 51229

AUSTWICK
Susan Calverley Parker - Painting

07958629556
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We then had special memories of John read
out by Sue Mann and Marilyn Galpin - who
shared their own special memories and those of
many from the Clapham community. Next, The
Giggleswick Temperance Band played John
Farrer's March and Mike Harding then read a
poem he had written called Candle Touch
Candle.
Our second hymn - Guide Me O Thou Great
Redeemer - was one John loved and you could
really sing it with gusto. Richard and Justina
Sexton then read, Not How did he die, but How
did he live.
Jane McOuat Farrer shared her memories of
John with us. Many of these were very moving,
others funny, but all spoke of a lovely, caring
man.
We then heard the piece A Summer Song which again reminded us all of John's great love
of the whole Created World. After one or two
closing thoughts and prayer we listened to John
Rutter's beautiful blessing The Lord Bless You
And Keep You.
It was a marvellous and totally appropriate
tribute to John. Thanks to all who took part in
any way - a special mention of Peter Ings who
organised all the recordings and PA and to those
who decorated the church, and a special thanks
to Jane and Annie for allowing us to share in the
celebration for the life of a lovely, lovely man.
Revd Canon Ian Greenhalgh

John Peter Farrer Memorial Service
On Saturday 13th May over 150 people gathered
in St. James Church, Clapham to celebrate and
remember the life of John Peter Farrer, who died
in Canada on the 23 December 2016.
The Clapham Bells rang out in celebration
both before the service and at the conclusion a marvellous sound for the whole village to hear
and appreciate. We listened to some opening
music Miserere by the Kings College Choir,
Cambridge before Mike Harding and the
Giggleswick Temperance Band played Da
Slockit Light.
Our opening hymn was In The Bleak
Midwinter. John always loved Christmas - the
lights and the sense of togetherness and this was
his favourite carol. His cousin Matthew Farrer
then read God of the Open Air - something John
loved and he valued the wonder of Creation for
the whole of his life.
John had worked as a very young man at the
Clapham Cave - he loved the world of caving
but he also loved the world of space and flight.
He learnt to fly in Manitoba, qualified as a pilot
and had his own blue Grumman Trainer aircraft.
He was also active as a medic in Space and
Aeronautical Medicine. We then heard Claire
McOuat, John and Jane's niece, sing Astronaut
- the piece was being played for John as he
passed away.

A heartfelt thank you to all our friends who supported us leading up to, during and after the
memorial service for John Peter Farrer. Your care is deeply appreciated.
Jane and Annie

Memorial Sculpture
The new sculpture, down near the wall, alongside the beck, has been
created by Sarah Smith an artist who lives locally. The base is sandstone
and the upper block, limestone from Malham Dale, with its material
structure revealed. The curving lines represent my Mother's beautiful
handwriting and love of music. The shape of the stone, optimistic,
curving gently upwards.
Please take time to listen to the beck, the birds, the stillness, while
looking at the memorial for our dearest parents, John and Joan Farrer,
who lived in the village from 1953, and died in 2014 and 2008. There
will be a dedication at the end of May 2018.
Annie Farrer and my brother John
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John Michael Myers 1930 - 2017
also see him on summer evenings,
sitting outside the New Inn enjoying
a pint.
John supported the working life of
Clapham Church - he was on the rota
for opening and closing the church,
would climb up the tower to wind the
clock, and also go to the tower roof to
make sure the flag was flying on
important occasions.
John had been one of the wellknown characters in the village until,
in recent years, ill health meant he
became house-bound and dependent.
Over the past three years, Further Care
Services enabled him to stay in his own home.
I chose as our reading Psalm 84, verse 10 of
which reads "I would rather be a door keeper in
the house of my God". John was faithful over
many years in doing the various tasks for the
church and he is now at peace.
May we all remember John and thank God
for his life.
Revd Canon Ian Greenhalgh

John ascending Crib Goch in 1979
Photo: David Crutchley

John Michael Myers was born on the 26th
November 1930 in Belper, Derbyshire. He was
the only son of Fred, an agent on the Chatsworth
Estate, and Kate. The family later moved to
Leeds and John was educated at Leeds Grammar
School.
During the war, John was evacuated and
went to live with his Uncle and Aunt Dobson at
Botton Head Farm, Lowgill. Here, John began
his lifelong friendship with his cousins David
and Tim.
After the war, John joined the RAF and
trained as a driver and mechanic, serving in a
number of units including in Germany. He
enjoyed his years in the service before leaving
in the late 1950's and coming to work as a
driver/mechanic for E S Hartley, initially in
Austwick and later in Clapham. In this capacity
he drove some local couples to their weddings.
John moved to Tree Tops in Clapham and
his mother came to live with him. They enjoyed
regular holidays in Scotland - especially Oban.
His mother died on 26th April 1992.
For many years John enjoyed walking, in
particular on the moors and fells. I first met him
in 2004 - soon after arriving as Vicar - and
would often see him sitting outside his cottage
with a large mug of tea. We chatted on many
occasions. He always took an interest in cars his was always clean and well cared for. I would

Clapham Primary School
Many exciting things have been taking place for the
children recently. They have worked with the
Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust (YDMT) on a
felting project to create a view of Ingleborough to
display in the school. It was a marvellous two days
of textile designing.
Another day was spent with the Trust at Horton
school on a Mapping the Dales day when classes 1
and 2 learnt about their environment and mapping.
Class 1 and Nursery had a fairy tale morning
celebrating the end of their English topic on
traditional stories. Everyone dressed as their
favourite character. Chinese New Year was
celebrated with a Chinese lunch of sweet and sour
chicken with noodles; making lanterns and a very
large dragon for a Chinese dragon dance. Some of
the children took part in the Settle College production
of Oliver. Settle swimming pool was the destination
for those taking part in the swimming gala.
(Continued on page 9)
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Lilian Price 1920-2017
cousin and remained so for the rest of their lives.
Lilian's dad was also a “get on” sort of chap, dealing
in stock from other farms as well as running his
own, so there was always lots to do for Lilian either
in the house or helping walk stock to and from the
market or train.
When Lilian left school she worked at home.
Times were not easy as Britain was in the great
depression. She saw real poverty in Ingleton where
the coal mine had closed and many men had no
work and no money: their children had no shoes
and the women scavenged on the spoil tips for any
bits of coal to sell for food.

Henry & Lilian with Alan & Joan, 1947

Lilian was born on the 23rd May 1920 at Mewith
Head Farm, where her parents Robert and Elizabeth
Parker had farmed since 1912. She had 3 older
brothers - Robert, John and Gordon - two years
between each of them. Robert and John went on to
farm Mewith Head and Gordon farmed at Reebys.

Lilian loved music. She was a good dancer;
quicksteps, waltz's etc. and there were regular
dances at Eldroth, Clapham, Bentham and the
Temperance Hall. In the 30's Young Farmers Clubs
began to be set up and Lilian's Uncles Rob and Tom
Ewbank got one going at Lawkland but her dad
wouldn't let her join! He was known for being hard
in business and strict at home - everything had to
be done right and kept tidy!

Lilian, along with her brothers, went to Keasden
School. They had to do the two mile walk each way
in all weathers in their clogs which were made and
mended by Mr King at Moor Hill. In wintertime,
they went by the road but in summertime they
walked over the fields past Burn Head and The
Heigh, along with their neighbours including the
Haythornthwaites and Ellershaws. Her teacher,
Mrs Bowman, went on to teach later generations at
Clapham School. When Lilian was seven she
started to learn piano from a lady across the valley
at Meregill. This meant a long walk down to the
railway, up on to the line to cross the Wenning over
the viaduct, all the time watching out for trains,
which at that time could be three or four an hour!

It was towards wartime when Lilian started
seeing Henry Price. He had moved to Hawksheath,
Keasden with his parents in 1930. This arrangement
didn't suit her dad either as daughters were just
meant to work in his view! Undeterred, Henry and
Lilian planned to marry, but their problem was
“where to live?” and “what to do?” as it was
wartime and very few farms available. Henry had
always wanted to farm on his own, as Hawksheath
wasn't big enough for them as well as his parents.
Henry was a good butcher and pig killer so their
last resort was to move away and get into that
business. They then heard that Jack Lund wanted
to get out of his tenancy at Long Bank and move
to Bentham but, because of the war, Mr Claude
Barton - the Agent on the Ingleboro' estate wouldn't let him unless another tenant could be
found. Henry signed up in November 1942 to take
over at Long Bank the following spring. Thus, he
and Lilian were married on 26th April 1943 at
Keasden - but on the day her dad was nowhere to
be found so her brother John stepped in to give her
away. Her father turned up later and had to accept
things as they were! After a wedding reception at
the Temperance Hall they had a short honeymoon
in Keswick, then it was straight back to a new life,
which at times was hard for Lilian as things were
quieter at Long Bank than she had been used to.

In 1930, a new secondary school was opened
in Ingleton and Lilian, along with her lifelong
friend Joan Coultherd (later Earnshaw) from Lodge
Bank, Clapham, were among the first to go there.
Lilian's mother was a Ewbank from Lawkland
Green - a large family who had moved there from
Wensleydale a generation before. When Lilian was
growing up she spent holidays at Lawkland with
her Aunt Maggie and Uncle Tom. They were in
business in quite a big way for those times with
three of her uncles farming together as well as
dealing in stock from other farmers across the
North. It was at this time that her mother's sister,
who had emigrated to Canada a number of years
before, sadly died in childbirth, so her young cousin
Jim Handby was sent back to England by his dad
to be brought up with his family around Austwick.
Jim was just a bit younger than Lilian and from then
on he became more like another brother than a
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Henry and Lilian had 3 children - Alan, Joan
and Caroline. Always busy, Lilian was good at
baking, making homemade wine, sewing and
needlework. She was a keen member of Clapham
W.I., Mother’s Union and the Farm Women's Club.
Sadly, Henry took ill in 1970 then died in the
following June aged only 56. Lilian never really
got over this, but she was lucky that Alan was able
to take over running Long Bank and enable her to
have a good retirement and live to a great age
wanting for nothing. During the 70's and 80's,
Lilian enjoyed getting to know her new neighbours
at Dubsyke, the Hindles, and Russell Harty who
later became famous on TV; they thought the world
of her too. Lilian travelled to all parts of the UK
and Europe on holidays and trips with, among
others, her good friend Ellen Chapman, cousin
Dorothy Taylor and Dorothy Faraday from Lowgill.

She could be difficult to be around at times, as
those who were close to her will know. There was
a lot of her dad in her - but she was immensely
proud of all her family and loved them all. She
loved to go to the monthly afternoon meetings at
Clapham Bethel chapel and all her life held a strong
Christian faith, regularly going to Keasden Church,
supporting church events - she played the organ
there for over 40 years. She hardly ever missed any
of the Age Concern events in Bentham either.
After a fall in 2013, when she broke her hip,
Lilian decided she wanted to move into the
Ingleboro' Nursing Home where, over 3 years, she
slowly receded into her own little world and then
died on the 27th April 2017, just a month short of
her 97th birthday.
It was a great tribute to this very strong lady
that Keasden Church was filled with neighbours
and friends for her funeral on 8th May. She loved
Keasden and never lost her interest in farming,
proud that Alan and his family were carrying on
what she and Henry had started.

In 1984, after 41 years at Long Bank, Lilian
moved to Pye Busk, Bentham where she had 29
years, gradually slowing down as, first, her
eyesight, then her hearing got worse. She had loved
driving - proudly telling her family she got her
licence during the war without having to take a test!
It was a sad day for her when she eventually gave
up well into her 80's.

Lilian is survived by her three children, five
grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren.
Colin Price
Well done! Ben, Laurie and Reuben (pupils at
school) would like to thank everyone who supported
their cake bake and raised £265 for a charity
supporting children fighting eye cancer.

(Continued from page 7)

More recently the children have visited Mearbeck
farm. This is part of a year-long project with YDMT.
They had a wonderful morning making sausages
which they took home for tea. The children have
made a new art mural with Stephen Waterhouse.
Class 1 children went to the Cave Rescue and learned
about the equipment and how the CRO saves lives.
Years 3 and 4 took part in a ‘trigolf’ tournament for
the first time and thoroughly enjoyed taking part.

Looking forward - year 6 children will soon be
going on their trip to London and on Friday 9th June
we will be holding a bring and buy sale to raise
money towards the trip. In June, years 5 and 6
children will have “bikeability” and will learn to ride
safely on the road. One of football’s finest players
is coming in July to coach the children. Ryan Winders
(first team player - Lancaster City Football club) will
be bringing some fellow players to work with the
whole school. Sports Day is on July 11th at 1.30 everyone welcome.

Don’t you wish you could be back at school after
reading about all that goes on there? Well – you can
be! We have some GOVERNOR VACANCIES and
if you would like to join the board of governors or
would like more information, please contact the
school.

After school clubs continue and offer astronomy,
photography, art, outdoor sports, singing and film
clubs.

The bags to school raised £148 and the school
thanks you for your generous donations. The money
raised will help towards funding some new resources
in school. The children’s wish list is: four computers;
science investigation packs; toys for playtime;
outdoor adventure equipment and a climbing frame.
By now the plants sold though the school PTA should
be brightening up the village. Thank you for
supporting the school by buying plants.

Please do support our village school whenever
the opportunity arises.
“Every child an individual, every child to
excel”
Liz Mason
(Foundation Governor)
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Wildlife in Clapham
Summer migrants started arriving back from
about the first week in April. The first sand
martin was seen over Crina Bottom Farm on 21st
April and the first swallows were back at Nutta
Farm on 8th April. Both these species and the
house martin, which was first seen at Clapham
on 20th April, were slow in arriving back in
numbers as April was quite chilly at times.
The first cuckoo
was heard calling
above Keasden by
Rob Garnett during
the last week in
April. One cuckoo
called near River
Bank Cottage on 1st
May and one was
also heard calling on
Hardacre Moss on
14th May. Swifts
arrived back on cue
on 5th May and after
that they could be
seen and heard
screaming around
Clapham. A very
early male redstart was found near the show
cave on 31st March, up to three male redstarts
were seen and heard singing around the show
cave – Trow Gill area. Also near the show cave
one male pied flycatcher was seen on 28th April
and the first three spotted flycatchers were seen
on 10th May.
Tim Hutchinson
Smithy Cottage

Dotterel – Charadrius morinellus
The dotterel is a medium sized wader which has
grey brown upper parts, red chest, black cap and
a distinctive white eye streak which forms a ‘V’
mark at the back of its head. Unusually for birds
the female is brighter than the male. When they
are at their breeding areas the female displays
to the male and when the eggs are laid she leaves
him, to look for
another male. The
male then looks
after the eggs and
then the young
when they hatch.
When
the
dotterel
migrate
north they use
traditional stop over
sites. Locally there
are two well known
sites to find dotterel,
one is in Yorkshire
and the other is in
Lancashire, these
are Ingleborough Photo: Tim Hutchinson
and Pendle Hill. The
best time to see dotterel is from the last week in
April to about the third week in May. The
numbers of dotterel vary from year to year.
Twenty two dotterel is the most I have seen on
one day, but several times I have climbed
Ingleborough and not found a single bird. This
year there were four dotterel on 9th May and
seven on 10th May.

A cuckoo was heard and seen this morning (9th May) at Hawksheath at 9 o'clock - its long tail seen
in flight confirming its presence. We've consistently had redpolls and goldfinches on the feeder
this winter.
Maureen Ellis
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Financial Help for the Sick
or Immobile
Do you, or someone you know, need help
with the extra costs that come with illness
or immobility?
The Settle and District Aid in Sickness
Fund is a registered charity, operating
since 1960, and its entire purpose is to
help people with those increased costs.
The Fund makes one-off gifts to
applicants in Settle Parish and all the
eleven parishes that surround Settle.
Examples of the kind of help available
are towards the cost of:
- travel to hospital both for patient
appointments and for family visits
- winter fuel bills for the housebound
or immobile
- equipment to help with immobility
- domestic help
The Charity aims to help those who
are less well off, but there are no formal
means tests. Applications are handled in
the strictest confidence; there are no age
limits and no complicated procedures or
forms to be filled out. The amount of each
gift is at the discretion of the Trustees,
except the rules say there can be no
commitment to recurring gifts.
If you think the Fund can help, give
me a ring or send me an email.
Diane Elphinstone (Trustee)
015242 51813
dianeelphinstone@gmail.com
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Book Review: Adventures Underground
force, the determination to explore, are still very
much in evidence. Cave diving has been one of the
main drivers of this, and this aspect of modern cave
exploration is covered in some detail. The result is
that the systems Gemmell and Myers knew and wrote
about – in Kingsdale, on the flanks of Pen-y-ghent,
and around Gaping Gill - have all been extended,
extended again, and linked up in ways which they
probably could not have imagined at the time they
wrote it all down. Areas that they thought perhaps
inaccessible have been entered. And new areas of the
Dales have been explored as well.

Adventures Underground
by Dave Haigh &
John Cordingley
(Wild Places, 240pages,
colour)

As a youngster, I spent
much time in the school
library and looked
forward eagerly to the
latest edition of National
Geographic magazine
whenever it came out.

The Dales now holds – in the Three Counties
System – the longest cave system in Britain, as well
as a number of other Guinness Book of Records
entries. And discoveries are continuing to be made
all the time, both by normal cavers and cave divers.
There may perhaps be fewer hordes descending on
the fells these days – university clubs have suffered
a particularly steep decline – but the stalwarts are just
as committed and the quest for exploration goes on.
And who knows where it will go next – which is, of
course, just exactly why people do it.

One such issue
described the explorations in Mammoth Cave in
Kentucky, complete with the usual high quality
photos and a map of the cave. And it struck me –
how do you make a map of a cave when it’s all
underground, enclosed and invisible from above? I
was hooked and wanted to read more about cave
exploration. But the school library had nothing, so a
visit to the public library followed and I found there
a copy of Underground Adventure by Arthur
Gemmell and Jack Myers. This was Boys Own stuff
and, to cut a long story short, it has flavoured my life
ever since.

You can read all about it in this book, which I
would highly recommend to all, whether they are an
active caver themselves or someone who is just
interested in what is going on around – and beneath
- them. It is beautifully printed in colour throughout,
with really excellent photographs on most pages, and
the text is accompanied by well-crafted maps and
diagrams to help the reader fully understand what is
being described. It is reasonably priced and all
royalties from its sale are going to charities – the
Clapham-based Cave Rescue Organisation and the
nationally recognised Macmillan Cancer Support.

Dave and John have set out to bring that classic
piece of work up to date, and their new book sets out
in the same sort of style and, to a large extent,
matching chapter headings. And boy have they done
it well - this book just had to be read cover to cover
in just a few days.
Much has happened in the sixty five years since
the original was published – techniques and
technology have come a long way – but the driving

Andy Scott
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Wildflowers for Clapham

Playpark celebrates!

With the help and support of Yorkshire Dales
Millennium Trust’s Tanya St Pierre and staff
of the Yorkshire Dales National Park
Authority, work has started on creating a
wildflower area in the National Park car park.
Two plots close to the tennis court have had
betony plug plants planted in them and strips
of turf replaced with species-rich turf. The turf
was stored for a few days longer than we’d
expected and so it had dried out quite a lot but
hopefully it’ll recover, thanks to Simon
Coultherd, who let us use his dairy’s water
supply to keep the new turf well-watered.
Towards the end of summer we’ll scythe
the plots, plant more plug plants and spread
wildflower seed sustainably harvested from
Yorkshire Dales meadows. The plots will be
mown as normal during the autumn and spring
and then left uncut from May to allow the
wildflowers to grow and set seed.
It will be a few years before it really gets
established but hopefully this time next year
we should be seeing the start of a diverse and
colourful wildflower meadow, providing
valuable habitat for threatened pollinator
species like bumblebees.
Jill Buckler
Clapham Sustainability Group

To raise funds for the playpark, David
Crutchley is giving an illustrated presentation
in the village hall of a ramble around the
Yorkshire county border he did a couple of
years ago. The talk, on the evening of Tuesday
25th July, will be followed by a Yorkshirethemed quiz and supper. It should be a good
night, so please make a note of the date.
We have had a few generous donations
from residents recently, and funds raised
through collection tins (in the village shop,
Tracey's vintage shop, the bunkbarn and the
playpark itself) continue to be very welcome.
Over the last couple of months we've been
carrying out repairs and maintenance to keep
the playpark in good condition and to make
sure that it continues to be a safe and fun place
for local children and visitors. In April,
volunteers and a few children helped to spread
new bark around the play equipment, do some
cleaning, cut back overhanging branches, and
remove weeds. Later that month, thanks to
Simon Coultherd and his tractor, we removed
three old benches that had become unusable.
One of these had been put in the park by
Clapham Age Concern in 2001 in memory of
Maurice Brown so the memorial plaque has
been re-fitted onto another bench. A few fence
posts had been broken or were missing and
Ray Hull kindly made and fitted new ones,
while Wadeson helped control the moles.
We're glad to say that anti-social
behaviour in the park is rare, so we were
concerned to hear that a park neighbour has
experienced problems with children and young
people playing football. The behaviour of park
users is outside of our control, but the playpark
is a shared space and we would encourage
everyone to respect park neighbours, as well
as others in the park enjoying themselves.
Don Gamble
Clapham Park Association
015242 51775
gamble8dy@btinternet.com

B4RN reaches Clapham Village
If you see people you recognise digging holes
and juggling bright orange pipes over the
coming weeks, don't worry - it means B4RN
hyperfast broadband is reaching the village at
long last. The main cables are already being
dug around the village and will be completed
once the silage has been cut.
Groups of residents have already started
planning how to connect their own properties
to the main cables. If you are interested in
getting B4RN and haven't been contacted yet,
please let us know.
The Clapham Hyperfast Team
info@claphamhyperfast.net
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Parish Council News

Newsletter Changes

The Parish Council met on 25th April 2017
Highways and Street Lighting, Road Signage and
Boundary Markers:
Guttering work has been carried out along Keasden Rd
and further work is planned as well as further ditching
work.
On-going matters
Restoration of the ornamental drinking fountain water
supply. The clerk had requested pre-planning advice from
YDPA re fixing solar panels to the water fountain.
Planning permission may be required if solar panels are
visible from the road or the materials used affects the
appearance of the drinking fountain.
Correspondence from J Payne of the Yorkshire Dales
National Park This concerned the “Village of the Year”
TV programme. After discussion it was decided to further
investigate.
Hyperfast Broadband Project:
The spur to Clapham show cave has been completed. The
route round Clapham village has been approved and
should hopefully start in next few weeks.
Planning:
The following decisions were considered
1. 18/2016/17343 Reconstruction of Collapsed Barn to
form B1 Workspace and Ancillary Living
Accommodation (Previously Approved as a
Conversion
under
Planning
Reference
18/2015/15791). Approved.
2. 18/2017/17837 Raising Of Kitchen Roof To Form
Bedroom In Roof Space: Sunart, Cross Haw Lane,
Clapham, Lancaster, LA2 8DZ.
3. 18/2017/17834 Erection of 3 Dwellings, Associated
Access and Landscaping: Former Dalesview Garage,
Old Road, Clapham Lancaster. LA2 8EH. Objection
raised with planning as land was part of Clapham
“Green Spaces”. It was decided to check the register
of “Green Spaces”.
4. 18/2017/17843 Pathway across Field to Wildlife
Corridor to Help for Disabled Access and Less Able
Bodied: Keasden Head, Keasden Road, Clapham,
Lancaster, LA2 8EZ.
5. 18/2016/17343 Re-Construction of Partially
Collapsed Barn to form B1 Workplace and Ancillary
Living Accommodation: Bence Barn, Keasden Road,
Clapham, Lancaster, LA2 8EU. Approved.
6. C/18/173D/LB Listed building consent for renovation
and alterations including works to basement, ground
and first floor layout, alterations to fenestration and
formation of draught lobby to rear: Spindle Tree
Cottage, 2 Gildersbank, Clapham. Not yet decided.
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Ray Hull has stepped down from his role as
Newsletter editor, and this is the new team's first
attempt, but we are learning fast and hope to
make the transition as seamless as possible.
We have new co-editors - Angela Peach and
Andy Scott. Andy will handle the collation and
preparation of articles and Angela the page
layout and production. Howard Pelling is
dealing with the advertising, which we rely on
to fund publication. Our “back office” team
remains unchanged: Isobel Palmer, Brenda
Pearce and Elga Bamford. Chris Hart remains
Chairman and Chrissie Bell is Treasurer and
Acting Secretary. A new volunteer to be
Secretary would be welcome.
We still intend to publish every second
month (February, April, June, August, October
and December) and are always on the look-out
for articles. We’re happy to take input in any
form – from ‘publication ready’ to scrawled on
the back of an envelope! We’ve had to bring
forward the deadline for new content: this will
now be the 20th of the month prior to
publication.
Please send articles to Andy Scott, preferably
by email: andy at station-hse dot co dot uk
If it’s easier - or they are in handwritten form
- then they can be left in the folder behind the
counter at the Village Shop.
To those who are regular contributors,
please accept our ongoing thanks (but note the
new deadline!) and for those who’d like to
contribute for the first time then we really look
forward to hearing from you.
Your Newsletter Team

NEW CLERK FOR CLAPHAM CUM
NEWBY PARISH COUNCIL
Gillian Muir, who has been our Parish Clerk
for several years, has moved on to another
post.
Our new Parish Clerk is Nigel Harrison.
He has only just been appointed to the post,
but can be contacted by email at
njhar1957@gmail.com

Clapham Village Store

CLAPHAM STREET FAIR
Saturday 22nd July 2017
Please put this date in your diaries and
attend if you can.
Collections of donations for the stalls
will take place on Friday 14th July
beginning at 6pm.
Please turn out any ‘treasures’ you are
able to spare. If you will be out that
evening, providing the weather is fine,
please leave them somewhere visible
outside your house/garden for the
collectors.

The heart of our village
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday, July 4th

New volunteers are always needed to
help with refreshments in the village
hall, car parking, manning stalls and any
number of other vital jobs.

7.00pm
Clapham Village Hall
Everyone welcome whether or not
they are shareholders

If you can help please ring Sue Mann on
51792 and she will find you a job!

CRAVEN ACCORDION
ORCHESTRA
Saturday June 24th at 7.30pm
St James’ Church Clapham

If you missed last year’s treat of a concert
don’t miss out this year.
Clapham Church is pleased to welcome
back the Craven Accordion Orchestra.
This year’s music will include
dance music together with other inspiring
musical arrangements.
Be prepared to be surprised and amazed.
Tickets are available at the village shop
£5 each with accompanied children free.
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Springtime on the Farm
It is now springtime at Bleak Bank: we have
survived another winter, are a little older but
possibly no wiser, the cows are all out and the
meadows have been emptied of sheep with their
baby lambs. This will allow the grass to grow
for the great grass harvest which could begin in
early June and last
until
September,
depending on the
weather. It seems to
me that we spend all
summer
making
fodder for next winter.
At this time of
year, we try to get
some
maintenance
jobs done around the farm such as repairing dry
stone walls. Even on our small farm we have
nearly 10 miles of wall and we always have
some "gaps" that have appeared over the winter
months. I enjoy walling and have done since
first going with uncle Bill many years ago to
learn the craft (and I am still learning). I have
nothing but admiration for previous generations
of wallers who carted stone and dug
foundations: my thoughts often turn to them as
I tussle with a foundation stone that must have
taken two men and a horse to get into position.
A warm sunny afternoon with test match special
on the radio is like not being at work, especially
if Australia are 28 for 6.
Uncle Bill had a lot of knowledge on many
subjects: everything from marriage to garden
maintenance and somewhere in the middle was
walling. Over his lifetime he will have repaired
several miles of wall at Bleak Bank as well as
building new ones. For instance, during the last
war a crop of oats was grown in our high field
on government instruction and so many stones
were ploughed up that Dad and his brother Bill
built a wall several hundred yards long in order
to get rid of the stone and replace a wire fence.
The chap who did the ploughing (from the
government) remarked that if Winston Churchill
wanted it ploughing next year he could come
and do it himself, or at least that's the polite
version. Grandad pointed out that he should be

careful talking like that as it sounded a bit like
treason.
All wallers tend to have distinctive styles and
I have no difficulty in telling the difference
between Dad's walling and Uncle Bill's. Dad had
a much more measured
and
tidy
approach
whereas Bill often walled
like he was in a hurry,
which he often was. As
an accomplished pipe
smoker, most afternoons
involved at least some
time leaning on a partly
built section of wall,
filling the pipe with
brown twist and seeing what the neighbours
were up to. If he wasn't smoking brown twist he
was often chewing it and spitting out the juice
at random: which could possibly be a factor in
his remaining single all his life, yet he knew so
much about marriage………?
Lots of short sayings are associated with
walling such as "put stones where they fit best
not where they look best", or "end in and end
out then they`ll never fall out" or "one on top o'
two and two on top o' one" meaning cross the
joints. There must be no stone left over when a
gap is repaired as "they all came out, they can
all go back".
The first verse of Bill’s poem "Walling" goes
something like this:
When I were young an in mi prime
I were walling all the time,
Now I`m getting old an grey
I only wall one gap a day.
I am beginning to know the feeling……….
John Dawson
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