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Clapham street Fair is one of those village traditions 
where the charm seems to lie in in the fact that so 
much of it is the same year after year. it is always 
the fourth saturday in July (whatever that date is); 
it is always held on riverside in Clapham; it always 
has the air of a traditional village fete, with the stalls 
lining the streets and the usual range of tombolas, 
raffles, cakes, jams, bric a brac etc.
 However, there are also things that make Clapham 
Street Fair just that little bit special every year. Saint 
James’ Church, which organises the street Fair as its 
main fundraising exercise, takes great pride in the 
fact that the event enables so many other charities 
and community groups to raise funds for their own 
good causes. many come every year but there are 
also new ones. Two new groups joining in have 
been the Forget me Not Children’s hospice and the 
Bentham area refugee support Group. this year it 
was also possible to welcome a group of 16 refugees 

and asylum seekers from various world trouble spots 
who are now based in Blackburn.
 They had a terrific time and it was tremendous to 
see the children joining in with the Morris Dancing 
which was led by rainbow morris. their leader 
expressed their appreciation in an email, perhaps 
summing up the day:
 the day was fantastic especially for children, who 
enjoyed it the most. It was an interesting experience 
for all of us as it was totally a community event.
 There were also some records broken on the day:
    l  The most Duck Race tickets ever sold – 700.
    l  60 cars in the fantastic Classic Car Rally.
    l  427 bacon butties sold!
    . . . and probably others.
 If we add to all of this the great music making of 
Dales Jam, great crowds and perfect weather we can 
agree that, once again, we had a Grand Day Out!
(More Street Fair pictures on pages 8 & 9)      Sue Mann

CLAPHAM STREET FAIR
– the same but different!
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CHURCH NEWS
The Vicar’s thoughts . . .

CHURCH SERVICES IN AUGUST
Sunday, 7th 9.30 am  Holy Communion at Austwick 

and eldroth
 11.00 am Holy Communion at Clapham and 

Keasden 
Sunday, 14th 9.30 am Morning Prayer at Austwick 
 11.00 am Holy Communion at Clapham
 2.00 pm  Holy Communion at Keasden
 6.30 pm  Holy Communion at Austwick
Sunday, 21st 9.30 am Holy Communion at 

Austwick
 11.00 am Holy Communion at Clapham
 6.45 pm  evensong at Keasden 
 7.00 pm  Evensong at Eldroth
Sunday, 28th 9.30 am Holy Communion at 

Austwick. No service at Clapham
 2.00 pm  Evensong at Keasden
Holy Communion is held in Austwick Church every 
Wednesday at 10.30 am.

PARISH NOTICES
Church Flowers – Please add your name to the 
rota at the back of Church if you would like to put 
flowers in Church for a Sunday Service.  The ladies 
who regularly see to the flowers would be happy to 
arrange them on your behalf.

Austwick and Clapham Church Book Sales  – If 
you’re short of a good read you may find what you’re 
looking for at the back of Church where there is a 
good selection of reading material from hardbacks 
through to magazines. please leave a small donation 
with all proceeds going towards the upkeep of the 
Church.

DIARY DATES FOR AUGUST
Sunday, 7th – ‘Songs of Praise’ at Clapham 

Caravan Park at 3 pm – Keasden Church Walk 
and Barbecue – meet at Clapham Wood Farm  
at 6 pm.

Monday, 15th – Wednesday – Vicar’s Sponsored 
Run along the 80 miles long Cumbria Way from 
Ulverston to Carlisle.

Wednesday, 24th – Afternoon Church Fellowship 
– visit to Liverpool Cathedral.

27-29 August – Special Craft and Flower Display 
in Clapham Church.

EU Referendum: Statement by Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York 

archbishop Justin welby and archbishop John 
Sentamu issued this joint statement after the UK 
voted to leave the european Union.
 On June 23rd, millions of people from across the 
United Kingdom voted in the referendum, and a 
majority expressed a desire that Britain’s future is 
to be outside the european Union.
 the outcome of this referendum has been 
determined by the people of this country. it is now 
the responsibility of the Government, with the 
support of Parliament, to take full account of the 
outcome and, in the light of this, decide upon the 
next steps.  
 the vote to withdraw from the european Union 
means that now we must all re-imagine both 
what it means to be the United Kingdom in an 
interdependent world and what values and virtues 
should shape and guide our relationships with 
others.
 as citizens of the United Kingdom, whatever our 
views during the referendum campaign, we must 
now unite in a common task to build a generous 
and forward looking country, contributing to human 
flourishing around the world. We must remain 
hospitable and compassionate, builders of bridges 
and not barriers. many of those living amongst 
us as neighbours, friends and work colleagues 
come from overseas and some will feel a deep 
sense of insecurity. we must respond by offering 
reassurance, by cherishing our wonderfully diverse 
society, and by affirming the unique contribution 
of each and every one.
 the referendum campaign has been vigorous 
and at times has caused hurt to those on one side or 
the other.  we must therefore act with humility and 
courage – being true to the principles that make the 
very best of our nation.  Unity, hope and generosity 
will enable us to overcome the period of transition 
that will now happen, and to emerge confident and 
successful. the opportunities and challenges that 
face us as a nation and as global citizens are too 
significant for us to settle for less.
 as those who hope and trust in the living God, 
let us pray for all our leaders, especially for our 
new prime minister theresa may.
 we also pray for leaders across europe, and 
around the world, as they face this dramatic change.  
let us pray especially that we may go forward to 

build a good United Kingdom that, though relating 
to the rest of europe in a new way, will play its part 
amongst the nations in the pursuit of the common 
good throughout the world.   

Blessings as ever, 
   Ian
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Thomas Redhead
 Solid Fuel & LPG gas supplier 

All grades and sizes of coal, 
every available smokeless fuel
Netted Logs • Kindling • Bottled Gas all 

delivered to your door. 
QuaLity, reLiaBiLity & choice

 Garden Compost now available 

015242 41626 or 41212

Advice and information for 
older people and their carers 

CHEAPSIDE, SETTlE BD24 9EW 
Tel: 01729 823066 

 Registered Charity number: 1141867

NoRTH CRAvEN

Now open Sundays 
12 noon to 4pm

L. PRESTON & SONS
 Proprietor: iaN PreStoN

TOWN HEAD GARAGE 
AUSTWICK 

Telephone 015242 51391

New & Used Car Sales 
M.O.T. Testing & Repairs

Mark Watson 
Home & Garden Maintenance

07759 680938 • 07759 680943  
Low Bentham 015242 62038

Digging, fencing, hedge trimming, mowing, 
paving, planting, power washing, spraying, 
strimming, turfing, gutters cleared. Loft 
insulating, pointing, rendering, painting. 

No job too small, reasonable rates, 
estimates given.

HARRISON & CROSS LTD. 
NICEIC APPROvED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

 Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Settle 
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU! 

THE ONE-STOp SHOp 
Complete and partial rewires, electrical checks on existing 

installations. Small appliance testing.  
Televisions supplied and installed, aerials erected. 

Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for chest 
freezers, larder fridges, washing machines, tumble dryers, 
dishwashers, cookers, microwaves and vacuum cleaners. 

BRigHTEN Up YOUR HOmE 
Our lighting showroom will give you all the latest ideas,  

we offer a free design service with installation if required.
 Telephone: 01729 823423. Email: harrisoncross@cooptel.net

 Planning Applications
 A complete service for all your 

planning requirements.

  Including all forms and  
plan layouts, elevations, 

sections and perspectives.

Adderstone 3D Design

Telephone: 07971 292156 
helenbrocklehurst@hotmail.co.uk 

www.adderstone3d.co.uk

open Mon to Fri 8.30am – 5.30pm Sat 9.00am – 5.30pm 
ashfield car Park, Settle BD24 9aa  tel: 01729 823002 

www.settlediy.com
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Westby  
Dairy
Robert and  
Janet Townson  

We deliver Milk, Cream and Eggs 
from our family dairy farm.

 Our families have been producing 
milk for local delivery for generations, 
and now, along with the help of our 

son and daughters we are very proud 
to provide a great British tradition that 
is the doorstep milk delivery service!

We bottle milk from our own herd 
of cows for delivery to homes and 
businesses the very next morning.

Westby Hall Farm, Gisburn 
Tel. 01200 445283

the Craven accordion Orchestra was in concert at 
st James’ Church on saturday, July 2nd.
 those who had previously attended a concert 
by them knew that they were going to hear some 
excellent arrangements and were not disappointed. 
Those attending for the first time were amazed at 
the sounds produced by the orchestra and said they 
had no idea what to expect and what a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening it had been. The guest soloist was 
our own very talented tallulah williams who began 
playing at Clapham primary school and has further 
developed her musical skills.
 the orchestra, under the leadership of its musical 
director, harry hinchcliffe, is based at Cross hills.  
it aims to enable accordionists of all ages and abilities 
to play and to practise together and give them the 
opportunity to play in public and to improve their 
confidence and music skills, thereby bringing live 
music to the community. For further details contact 
www.cravenaccordionorchestra.co.uk.
 Music included works by Sousa, Glenn Miller, 
James horner and arrangements by Daniel hinch-
cliffe who conducted the orchestra. the orchestra 
has been booked for a return visit on June 24th, 
2017 – don’t miss it!

Liz Mason
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Tallulah takes a star turn
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Clapham’s award-winning 
vILLAGE SToRE  
the heart of our village 

We are a community-owned shop, providing 
groceries, freshly baked bread and pastries. We 

offer a daily supply of fresh vegetables, meat 
and dairy, newspapers  and lots more . . .

 Pop in and see our latest offers.

 Telephone 015242 51524  
info@claphamvillagestore.co.uk www.

claphamvillagestore.co.uk and find us on  
facebook, Tweet to @ClaphamShop 

Clapham Playpark
the new shelter is being installed in mid-august 
and it will be a nice additional feature for younger 
children to play in.
 One of the benches was recently broken and 
was repaired by Ken Buttrick, who lives close to 
the playpark. Our thanks go to Ken, and to David 
Crutchley and tracey Bilton for raising funds for 
the costs of ongoing maintenance and insurance.

Don Gamble
Clapham Park Association

015242 51775

Clapham village Store
the shop’s annual general meeting on July 19th 
was well-attended, with around 40 people (mostly 
shareholders) coming along to hear about how well 
the shop has done over the last year. the minutes and 
annual accounts will be available from our website 
www.claphamvillagestore.co.uk/downloads. 
 For the past year, the shop’s management 
committee has consisted of Jill Gates (treasurer), 
marilyn Galpin, Keith Blondel, sue mann (vice 
chair), Denise wilson, Diane elphinstone (co-
opted secretary), and myself (chair). to enable 
new members with new ideas and energy to play 
their part in managing the shop, the company rules 
state that each year a third of committee members 
has to step down to make way for new members 
to be elected. those stepping down can, however, 
stand for re-election. Keith stepped down, sue and 
Denise stepped down but put themselves forward 
for re-election, Diane, who had been co-opted onto 
the board late last year, now stood for election, 
and there were three new nominations – Angela 
peach, Kathy hall and Chrissie Bell. all six were 
unanimously voted in. I’d like to thank Keith for 
his help and welcome angela, Kathy and Chrissie 
onto the board.
 i will be stepping down as chair, so at the next 
management committee meeting in september the 
members will elect a new chair.
 the shop is doing well, and with the ongoing 
support of residents, committed staff and volunteers 
and an effective management committee i’m sure it 
will continue to be the heart of the village.

Don Gamble, Chair
Clapham Village Store

015242 51524
info@claphamvillagestore.co.uk
www.claphamvillagestore.co.uk
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At Bleak Bank we keep three main breeds of sheep, 
Dalesbred, teeswater and masham. we cross the 
Dalesbred sheep (mum) with the teeswater tup (dad) 
to produce the masham lamb. the gimmers (girls) are 
sold for breeding in the autumn sales and are dispersed 
around the country. the boys are reared and go into the 
food chain as they reach weight. it’s a substantial part of 
our income and helps to keep the overdraft in check, or at 
least that’s what i tell myself.
 Over the years it has occasionally been my privilege 
to be asked to judge these breeds at local shows or the 
annual sales that each breed society holds.
 This year I was asked to officiate at the Great Yorkshire 
Show and judge the Masham classes. The letter arrived 
in January, and if the offer is accepted, you agree to not 
judge at any other major agricultural show for the rest 
of the season, although i am not sure how that could be 
policed.
 Judging is much less work than showing, for example 
any breeder entering sheep for the show at the Yorkshire 
has been preparing them for months. they need to be 
taught to stand in the correct manner which is very time 
consuming, the best method is “little and often” which 
means show sheep tend to live near the house in order 
to make it easier to spend half an hour with them in an 
evening – after Coronation Street. They need to be dipped 
to colour the wool and just before show day the faces 
and legs are washed thoroughly with soap and water to 
remove sheep grease and give them a bright and healthy 
appearance.
 Livestock are at the show for all three days and each 
exhibitor is responsible for the welfare of their own 
animals which often means staying on site and sleeping 
in the sheep pens, cattle trailer or the old caravan that 
usually lives in the nettles behind the cowshed. i have 
nothing but admiration for the commitment of time and 
effort made by those who exhibit livestock in order to 
promote the breed they keep. 
 All I have to do is turn up after a hearty breakfast (at 
the show’s expense) and put them in the correct order, or 
at least in the order that i consider to be correct, which 
could be a different thing. The thing about judging sheep 
is that it is very much like being the England football 
manager, everyone knows how it needs to be done and 
when the competition is over everyone knows exactly 
where the judge got it wrong.
 i remember many years ago at a local show the 
owner of a sheep that came second was not happy, he 
questioned the judge about “Why as ta put mine second?” 
He obviously thought it deserved better. The judge stood 
his ground and replied “Cos that’s where it should be” 
and walked away.
 i have shown sheep at many local shows and some 
of the best advice i ever received was that if you come 
second say very little and if you come first – say nowt.
 it is true in the sheep showing world that if you are a 
poor loser then it is best not to get involved at any level, 
the effort, the tension and the nerves will just drive you to 
an early grave. Much better to stick with something less 
wearing – like bomb disposal.
 Judging sheep is much like looking for a wife or 

(I imagine) a husband. The first look down the row of 
exhibits immediately tells me which are going to be in 
my top four or five, no matter how many are out in the 
class. they are the ones that have drawn my eye in the 
way they are presented, they need to be stood proud with 
long necks, class and a certain style (wife/husband). 
Having walked down the row and allowed those first 
impressions to sink in, it is time to work back through 
the sheep in much more detail, starting at the head, is 
the colour right? Is the black black? The white white? 
How are those teeth? Are they short, broad, and behind 
the grazing pad? How is the fleece? Is it free of black 
wool? How is the staple? Is the fleece too open? Could 
it keep the weather out? How well does it walk? Are 
the front legs too close together because the chest is too 
narrow? All this information is kept in my head as the 
class continues.
 it is vital to remember that each exhibitor has gone 
to great lengths with their pride and joy and as a judge 
it is my duty to treat each sheep as a prospective winner, 
even though I already know who is in my top five. I like 
to encourage a new or younger exhibitor and get them as 
far up the line as possible in the firm belief that “praise is 
a powerful engine”, but it has to be on merit.
 many of the exhibitors have a good idea as to how 
they are going to do even as i start. they can see that their 
animal is on top form, or not, it’s in with a shout, or not. 
My job is to be certain in my mind that I can explain my 
reasoning at the end. Basically the sheep that is truest to 
the breed standard and the one I would most like to take 
back to Bleak Bank wins (back to the wife/husband thing 
again).
 When the classes have been judged, there are four in 
the masham section, a breed champion is selected from 
the class winners and this animal goes forward into the 
inter breed section to compete for champion sheep on 
the field while I go for my dinner, again at the show’s 
expense.
 we are hosting a BBQ on saturday, august 13th from 
6.30 pm onwards to which all are welcome. There will be 
the opportunity to have a go at sheep judging. Please ring 
on 51350 so we have an idea of numbers. 

How to choose a wife (or sheep!) . . . by John Dawson

John Dawson judges the Mashams
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Warm and sunny weather ensured a steady flow of happy visitors 
to the Street Fair. Stall holders reported good takings, and the 
total raised for St James will be published in the next issue.
 Top row from left: the book stall; the bacon butties sell out;  
Cave Rescue are well supported; Barbara Marshall clears her  
last few bottles; one of the beautiful historic cars which almost  
filled the Car Park; the White Elephant doing brisk business; pet 
charities prove popular; Justina Sexton’s beautiful flowers; Church 
Avenue in the sunshine and Ken and Brenda Pearce add literary 
flair to the mix.



10

Update and thoughts from 
Eggshell Lane

May I first say a huge thank you to all those who so 
kindly send me good wishes cards and also those 
who dropped in to see me at Lancaster Royal Infir-
mary. while i was there, Clapham and district was 
well represented amongst the patients!
 I am progressing well I think, if far too slowly for 
my liking, but despite the brain being the amazing 
machine that it is, time is required after the type of 
stroke that I had, for the brain to find new ways to 
address the affected arm and leg. i have learned that 
the neural pathways from brain to limbs are fewer 
to the arm and hand than to the leg and the foot. 
i found this surprising, since the hand is capable 
of very dextrous movements, if a left hand can be 
dextrous. the leg and foot on the other hand (sorry 
couldn’t resist that) are not just making physical 
movements, but are responsible for balance infor-
mation too, thus neurologically more complex. so 
arm recovers faster than leg.
 Interestingly, people I meet very kindly comment 
that I am looking well. Despite the time in hospi-
tal, so far I haven’t felt ill at all; shocked, worried, 
tired and frustrated at my limbs losing their educa-
tion, but not ill. I have been very lucky that the only 
things affected are my arm and leg.
 i have nothing but praise for the staff at lancast-
er Royal Infirmary. If only more politicians could 
spend time in hospital under Nhs care, perhaps 
facilities, staffing levels and wages would become 
more appropriate for the wonderful care that is ad-
ministered.
 Remember F.A.S.T. If you think you are in the 
presence of someone you think is having a stroke:
F: FACE  Has the face fallen on one side?  
  Can they smile?
a: arms Can they raise both arms and   
  keep them there?
S: SPEECH Is their speech slurred?
t: time time to call 999 if you see any   
 one of these signs.
Note the time it occurred. You will be asked and it is 
significant in terms of diagnosis.
 i hope to see you out and about soon.

     Best wishes, Gus Stewart

The Hylton memorial bench 
in Newby

Dick Hylton lived in Newby until his untimely death 
(in a road traffic accident) 40 years ago. He was the 
local postie and, despite having only one leg, his 
main mode of transport was by bicycle. Dick was 
a keen caver and an active member of Clapham’s 
Northern Pennine Club based at Greenclose (just 
off the Bentham road).  there is a memorial bench 
dedicated to him outside the methodist chapel in 
Newby.
 Many senior members of the NPC remember Dick 
and a few of us are interested in trying to restore 
the memorial bench, which is fast deteriorating. For 
some time I’ve been attempting to find the owner 
of this bench to ask permission to do some work on 
it. Several local folk have helped me with this, for 
which i’m very grateful. we’re pretty sure the bench 
was commissioned by Dick’s sister, who lived out 
lancaster way. however, no-one seems to have had 
contact with her for a great many years.
 Does anyone know how I might get in touch with 
Dick’s sister, or have any idea of her whereabouts? 
Does anyone know her full name (as her surname 
is unlikely to be Hylton if she married)? Is anyone 
aware of any other surviving family members? The 
easiest way to pass on information is probably by 
leaving a note for me in the Clapham shop, as i’m 
there each thursday evening and often at other 
times as well. Please help if you can; thanks.

John Cordingley

Bulk oil buying scheme
Once again we are asking for a contribution of 
£1 from households participating in the Bulk Oil 
Buying scheme run by Glenys mcmahon. as you 
are aware this is to cover running expenses, such 
as telephone costs incurred by Glenys over the 
past year. We hope you will find this a reasonable 
request and an acceptable amount in view of the 
savings we all make on our domestic fuel bills and 
in appreciation of the work carried out by Glenys 
on our behalf.
 Your contribution can be made at Clapham 
Village Shop. Next time you visit the please ask for 
the Domestic Fuel contribution box kept under the 
shop counter. Don’t forget to tick you name on the 
list and add ‘paid’.
 Many thanks to those of you who have already 
paid.

Clapham Waste Reduction Goup
Part of Clapham Sustainability Group



If you wish to advertise in the Newsletter 
please contact Ray Hull at  

Park View, Church Ave, Clapham LA2 8EA 
If you have an article or some interesting 
news that you would like to appear in the 

newsletter please email:  
hull365@btinternet.com or phone 51492.
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BoXING THE CLoCK
When the present church clock was installed in 1885 
its works were quickly encased in a tall wooden 
cupboard to protect them from dust and unskilled 
interference. this cupboard suffered extensively 
from woodworm as the decades passed. when in 
2009 the tower had to undergo major restoration it 
was decided to have the clock overhauled as well.  
So on August 18th 2009 the worm-eaten cupboard 
was removed piece by piece so that the clock could 
be dismantled and taken away to the clock doctor’s.  
the cupboard and its woodworm were consigned to 
the flames.
 I blithely promised to make a new casing for the 
clock on its return. In April 2014 I wrote a short 
piece for the Newsletter in which i wrote that “the 
new wooden casing is now being constructed.”  
Finishing the job has sadly taken a long time – it was 
not until June 11th this year that a small working 
party lifted the hatches in two of the floors within 
the tower and hauled the last component parts of 
the new casing up to the clock chamber where they 
were slotted into place.
 the old cupboard had been made of solid boards 
which entirely hid the works of the clock.  When in 
2011 the many parts were returned from the clock 
doctor’s, each bright and shining, gleaming with 
new paint to be carefully re-assembled, it seemed 
quite wrong that the magnificent machine should 
once again work away in the dark, unseen and 
unsung.  the new casing has been built to reveal 
the works in all their glory, with 12 glazed panels 
like sash windows which allow the whole of the 
enclosed machinery to be viewed from three sides 
while keeping it free from dust.  The top and bottom 
sections together stand nearly 2.4 metres high, nearly 
1.25 metres wide and 1.1 metres deep from front 
to back. The 12 sashes are firmly held in six stout 
wooden frames screwed together in such a way that 
the assembly can be dismantled to allow the whole 
mechanism to be accessed easily by the clock doctor 
should that ever be necessary.  meanwhile each sash 
can be removed individually to allow any part of the 
mechanism to be attended to. the 12 panes of glass 
are safety glass. The finishing touch will be internal 
lighting to allow the works to be seen during the 
dark winter months or evening emergencies.
 For reasons of economy all the wood used had 
been recycled, salvaged from Valerie Potter’s old 
house, Bridge Cottage, during improvements. many 
of the brass screws used came from the old wooden 
sailing dinghy which used to be a feature in the 
school play area. the new casing has been made 

strictly in accordance with Clapham’s philosophy 
of re-use and recycle.  It has taken a long time but 
has been a remarkably low-cost job.

Ken Pearce

Did you know!
i didn’t. we can now dispose of food cartons 
(washed) in the blue bins along with glass bottles, 
food and drink tins, aerosols and plastic bottles. The 
cartons are the ones that hold juices, soups, milks, 
sauces etc. i saw a notice for settle residents at the 
Whitefriars car park recycling area and telephoned 
Craven District Council to find out if the new facility 
for settle applies to Clapham. and it does.

Ann Stewart 



 Festival of Flowers and Crafts 
This will take place at Saint James’ Church, 
Clapham on August 27th, 28th, 29th (Bank Holiday 
weekend). 
 There will be flower arranging sessions in 
advance. For more information contact melanie 
Greenhalgh on 51313.
 spaces are available for crafters, both to sell items 
and to clear out their cupboards! Spaces are 4’ by 2’ 
and the table is provided. Costs are £10 per day, £25 
for three days. For more information contact sue 
Mann on 51792.   
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Jenny M Parker
Bsc (Hons), MCSP, HPC

 Chartered Physiotherapist
 Specialising in the rehabilitation and  

prevention of injury 

Mobile physiotherapy service offering comprehensive 
assessment and treatment of joint and spinal 
problems, sports injuries, respiratory and neurological 
conditions, all in the comfort of your own home. 
Cover for sporting events also available. 

Please call to discuss your requirements and to 
book appointments. 

Telephone: 015242 51049 Mobile: 
07763 047160

NaTioNal 
WaTER WEll 
ENgiNEERS

Domestic & Agricultural  
Water Well Drilling 

Installation of Water Mains

 Turnerford Cottage, Keasden, Clapham 
la2 8EX Tel. 015242 51013 or 07801 747632 

email: waterwells@hotmail.co.uk www.
nationalwaterwellengineers.co.uk

This free Newsletter aims to keep everyone in 
Clapham, Keasden and Newby in touch with what 
is happening in our community. it does, however, 
cost a significant amount to produce, and advertis-
ing is a very necessary aid to the finances. An advert 
costs as little as £3.50 per issue. To advertise your 
products and services, please contact ray hull on 
015242 51492 or by email below. 
articles, news and ideas please for the next issue 

by 25th June, 2016 to  
Chrissie Bell: Chrisharte@aol.com  

or ray hull: hull365@btinternet.com

Septic tanks 
Emptying & Maintenance  

P J Richardson
 Registered Waste Carrier No. NYK/642908

 CLAPHAM, LANCASTER 

Telephone 015242 51488  
Mobile 07885 462 909

Settle  
Chimney Sweep 
Services  

4 Craven Terrace  
Settle BD24 9DB

Tel. 01729 823683  
Mobile. 07815 285321

Supplier of pots, cowls & bird nets

Knitting   Needle Craft   Haberdashery   Sewing   Card Making
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 ViSiT oUR SHoP and WEBSiTE

 16 Duke Street,  SETTlE  BD24 9DN

 www.cottontailcrafts.co.uk  
sue@cottontailcrafts.co.uk  

01729 822946 

A Paradise for Crafters

Jew
ellery 
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We offer commercial and domestic flooring. 
Made to measure blinds. Selection of Rugs,  

Bed and Mattresses. 
Full Amtico and Karndean showroom

opening times Monday – Friday 9am till 4.30pm  
Saturday 10am till 12.30pm 

Unit 2 Sowarth field industrial estate, Settle, BD24 9aF. 
Email. info@peterallenflooring.co.uk

FLOOR COVERINGS LTD
JAMES 
MARSHALL 
Joiner & Carpenter 

Established 1988 

KEASDEN • CLAPHAM 
Telephone 015242 51687  
or Mobile 07813 117814
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it was Franz Ferdinand’s 14th wedding anniversary. he was heir to 
the throne of the austro-hungarian empire and there would be great 
celebrations. The date was June 28, 1914 and the Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand and his wife Sophie had been invited to an official reception 
in the town hall in Sarajevo, capital of Bosnia. On the way they had a 
narrow escape when a bomb was lobbed into their open carriage. the 
Archduke, with great presence of mind, picked it up and threw it into 
the road. But a second attempt killed them both, shot by a 19 year-old 
serbian student. a month later the emperor declared war on serbia and 
within days the principal european powers mobilised for war, Britain 
declaring hostilities on august 4th.
 In February 1916 there were 700,000 French casualties at Verdun. 
as a result the French put enormous pressure on Britain to mount a 
joint offensive against Germany. They chose the River Somme, a 
battleground which the Germans had occupied since October 1914.  
They had taken high ground wherever possible and had fortified it with 
three lines of trenches, a metre-high belt of stout barbed wire 20-30 
metres deep, more trenches behind and deep dugouts in which to shelter 
from the anticipated British bombardment. the 
week-long bombardment failed to destroy many 
of these dugouts, with the result that when it ended 
and British troops were ordered to walk towards 
the German lines, countless thousands were mown 
down by machine gunners who emerged from below 
ground.
 The carnage was awful.  More than 57,000 were 
injured on that first of July day, of whom more than 
19,000 were killed. The battle wore on until the 
November of that year and continued sporadically 
throughout the remainder of the war.
 Among those killed or wounded on the Somme 
were the following men from Clapham:

Harold Camm (Clapham post office) – enlisted 
aged 16½ yrs, wounded in July 1916 on the somme, 
invalided to Britain, returned to the Front and 
wounded again in February 1917 while carrying a 
wounded officer to the rear.

Robert Casson (Hammon Head farm) – invalided 
home with ‘septic poisoning’ in October 1916, 
fought on the Somme and in the 3rd Battle of Ypres, 
killed in action on April 13 1918.

Thomas Casson (probably Hammon Head farm) – 
gunner in D Battery of the Royal Field Artillery 79th 
Brigade, went to France in October 1916, fought on 
the Somme, killed April 14 1917, probably directing 
fire from an observation post in the Battle of Arras.

Ralph Corbett (one-time Clapham resident) – 
landed in France July 1915 and died of wounds on 
July 13 1917 probably sustained in the early stages 
on the somme.

Local men who fell at the Somme, 100 years ago

Sydney Cross (Clapham Station post office) – 
hospitalised after fighting in thigh-deep freezing 
water without boots on the island of limnos off 
Turkey in December 1915, killed in action July 7 
1916 aged 19, close to Ovillers in the Battle of the 
somme.
Arthur Harrison (Brackengarth, Keasden) – died 
on the Somme on May 31, 1917, possibly of earlier 
wounds.
William Marklew (probably born in Newby) – 
arrived in France during December 1915, died July 
24, 1916, of wounds thought to have been sustained 
during some of the worst fighting on the Somme.
Frederick Stockdale (born in Clapham) – emigrated 
to Canada with his parents but on October 15 1916 
was killed in action on the Somme fighting in a 
Canadian regiment. his Unit war Diary suggests 
that he was killed by ‘friendly fire’ from British 
heavy artillery. 
Henry Taylor (born in Clapham) – moved to 
Sutton-in-Craven and worked as a wool-sorter 
before enlisting, killed on the Somme 5 July 1916.
 These nine men are taken from the total of 76 
Clapham parish men who fought in the First world 
war. the nine are all believed to have died in the 
Battle of the somme. we should remember them 
particularly at this time 100 years on – and at all 
times. 
 (this information is thought to be factual but 
corrections and further information would be 
welcome. Thanks are due to Mr and Mrs Lovett for 
help with this article.)  

Ken Pearce

The grave of Sydney Cross



14

BRIDGE COTTAGE 
Bed & Breakfast

Station Road, Clapham LA2 8DP 
Telephone 015242 51506  

www.bridgecottageclapham.co.uk

This charming 18th-century B&B with its sunny 
cottage garden is at the heart of Clapham, 
and has been extensively refurbished to 
reveal oak beams, window seats and slate 
floors. Enjoy a good selection of locally-
sourced cooked breakfasts, homemade cake     
and biscuits.   

Choose from three bedrooms: two doubles with 
ensuite showers, plus one twin/superking suite 
with ensuite bathroom and separate shower.

From £40 per person.

We are dog-friendly and are delighted to provide 
day care to our four-legged guests.

Suppliers of top quality . . .

 Traditional House Coal  
l  

Kiln Dried Firewood  
l  

Smokeless Fuel  
l  

Top Soil and  
Mushroom Compost  

l  
Wood Heating Pellets

l

G. Kay Builders ltd.
 – General BuildinG –

 No job too small! 

South View  •  Cross Haw Lane 
Clapham  •  via Lancaster  

LA2 8DZ 

Mobile: 07805 874937 

Home: 015242 51739

A Gallery full of fabulous yarns by:  
Noro  l  ColiNette  

Debbie bliss  l  rowAN 
briGANtiA  l  louisA HArDiNG 

lANG  l  rYC  l  GeDifrA  
. . . . and many more 

Help and advice always on hand 
Call 015242 51122

Beckside Yarns 
& Needlecrafts

BeCkside GallerY CHurCH 
aveNue, ClapHam NortH 

YorksHire la2 8ea  
www.becksideyarns.com  
info@becksideyarns.com

l

Call the office on  
01524 812476  

or visit  
www.logsdirect.co.uk  

to place an order

STACKSTEADS LEISURE CENTRE 
TATTERTHoRN LANE, INGLEToN 

offering a 15 metre indoor swimming pool 
with stunning views of ingleborough,  

a jacuzzi spa, a sauna and gymnasium.

 l Limited memberships available l

New Local 
Leisure CeNtre

For more info phone 015242 41386 or e-mail 
enquiries@stacksteadfarm.co.uk or visit 

www.stacksteadfarm.co.uk
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Development Association 
we are delighted to announce that after much 
discussion and planning, the new Clapham signs 
have now been installed. the old signs were 
originally placed by the Clapham traders Group, 
(our predecessors)  about 30 years ago. 
 we are grateful to Councillor David ireton and an 
anonymous donor, who have between them virtually 
covered the £2,500 required for the three signs. 
 We also thank the Ingleborough Estate and 
farmers for allowing the placement of the signs and 
finally the members of the Clapham Development 
association who gave up a lot of time to ensure 
that the message would be clear and concise so 
that visitors to the village will know that we have 
something worthwhile to offer.

David Kingsley

Sports Injuries, Back Pain, Frozen Shoulder, 
Acupuncture and more (see website) 

Phone Chartered Physiotherapist 
Marie Colyer MSc, MCSP 

015242 62216 
www.benthamphysio.co.uk

Physiotherapy 
Clinic 

Bentham

on-Site Welding  
Farm Buildings etc.  

4x4 Repairs and 
Plant Repairs

UNiT 1, DalES ViEW  
olD RoaD  
ClaPHaM la2 8JH 
Telephone 07779 081388

KEvIN CHADWICK
Agricultural Engineer

You are invited to join us at our 

Coffee MorninG
at Arbutus House, Riverside, Clapham

on Friday, 16th September 
10am to 12 noon

Raffle, Cake Stall, Books, etc. 
To offer help please contact
Liz (51319) or Jackie (51240)



Seabird bonanza on Handa Island
the birdlife around the local area has been fairly 
quiet recently, so I am writing about the island of 
handa where myself and tommy Coultherd have 
worked as volunteers for the Scottish Wildlife 
Trust for one week in May for the past three 
years.
 handa island is situated in north west scotland 
about 20 miles south of Cape Wrath. The island 
is one mile off shore from a small harbour called 
tarbet. the only access to the island is by a small 
boat that carries a maximum of 12 people from 
the end of march to the end of august.
 The island is approximately three square miles 
in size and is bounded with steep cliffs on three 
sides, one of which is named the Great wall and 
reaches up to nearly 400 feet.
 On the south side of the island the cliffs are not as 
high and there are several sandy beaches where the 
boat lands, depending on the weather conditions.
 there are no facilities on the island, such as cars, 
planes, trains or shops. there used to be a village, 
but the population left during the potato famine 
of 1847. The only residents that live on the island 
now are the long-term wardens, and they are there 
between March and September, and the weekly 
volunteers. the accommodation for everyone is in 
the one and only bothy on the island (which sleeps 
up to 10 people). The visitors have to bring their 
own food, enough to last them through their stay on 
the island.
 handa is primarily a seabird island where 
thousands of guillemots, razorbills, kittiwakes and 
fulmars breed. Although there are also about 300 
puffins we only regularly saw about 10 to 20 as 
we walked around the island each evening. Great 
skuas and Arctic skuas also breed on the island, 
and fortunately, during the early part of may is the 
time when they do not dive-bomb visitors to their 

The giant skua

Home Barn 
Foods  

Outside catering for all events

 Lucy Knowles  
fiach Cottage, feizor, Austwick,  

via lancaster lA2 8Df  
telephone:  

01729 825626 or 07738 922 524

BUS SERvICES (581)
 Clapham to Settle (weekdays): 

0734 0909 1109 1309 1509 1719

 Saturdays: 
0734 0909 1109 1309 1509 1719

 Settle to Clapham (weekdays): 
0930 1130 1330 1530 1740 1830

 Saturdays: 
0930 1130 1330 1530 1740 1910 

breeding area, so you can get quite close to them. A 
few waders, such as snipe, oystercatcher and ringed 
plover can also be observed.
 Land birds are quite scarce with only wren, 
meadow pipit, skylark, wheatear, blackbird and 
willow warbler. Cuckoos also try to breed, using the 
meadow pipit as the host species. One male cuckoo 
was very annoying as it would start calling at about 
4am right outside the bothy (a very early alarm 
call).
 a great number of migrant birds has appeared and 
the best I have seen were the black-tailed godwit, 
barnacle goose, short-eared owl and summer-
plumages sanderlings.
 Grey seals, common dolphins, harbour porpoises 
and occasionally minke whales have also been seen 
around the island. I was lucky enough on our last trip 
to see a minke whale just 100 yards off the shore.
 if you are ever in north-west scotland i recommend 
a day visit to Handa, it is well worth the trip just to 
enjoy the views and the seabirds.

Tim Hutchinson, Smithy Cottage


