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The Parish Council met on 26th July and  
27th September.

the Council has been informed that Bt intends 
to remove 20 public payphones within Craven 
district. this would affect the phone boxes adjacent 
to the New inn, Clapham and stoneycroft, Newby. 
the parish council would like to seek your views 
on whether you agree or object this.
 alternatively you may think that the council 
should apply to adopt a kiosk for the benefit of the 
community. Other communities who have done 
this use their phone boxes as tourist information 
centres, libraries, book exchanges or art galleries. 
the phone box next to the New inn is often used 
as a bus shelter! please contact the Clerk (contact 
details below) with your views before monday 
24th October.
 works to restore a water supply to the 
ornamental fountain on the corner of riverside 
and main street will soon be undertaken thanks 
to a £450 heritage grant from the Yorkshire Dales 
millennium trust’s stories in stone project.
 stories in stone is an ambitious four year 
programme of conservation and community 
projects concentrated on the ingleborough area. 
a solar powered recycled water supply should 
be installed by the end of the year once all the 
necessary permissions have been confirmed.
 almost 30 people have expressed an interest 
in learning to use the new defibrillator fitted on 
the CrO building. training sessions will soon be 
arranged. if you are interested then please get in 
touch with the Clerk as soon as possible.
 the council is pursuing highways issues that 
have been on-going for several months. the 
landslide on reeby lane, Keasden should be 
fixed soon.
 Consultant engineers have submitted proposals 

to North Yorkshire County Council highways 
Department to carry out repair works, but the start 
date for this work is not yet known. if you are 
aware of any highways issues then please contact 
the Clerk or you can contact NYCC highways 
directly: tel. 08458 727374 or email: area5.
skipton@northyorks.gov.uk.
 external auditors have completed their review 
of the 2015-16 annual return and are satisfied 
that the council’s accounts and procedures are 
conducted in accordance with proper practice. 
the annual return is on display on the council’s 
notice board next to Clapham store, its web page 
on (www.claphamyorkshire.co.uk) or can be 
viewed by appointment with the Clerk.
 the broadband project being delivered by 
Clapham hyperfast is progressing well.  Digging 
on the core routes is complete and the duct 
has been laid. Volunteer support in Newby is 
excellent so the project is progressing well there.  
more volunteers are urgently needed to oversee 
the work in Clapham.  if you are interested then 
please contact the Clerk in the first instance.

Planning:
The following approval was noted:
·  C/18/604a/lB listed building consent for 

removal of cement render from chimney stack 
adjacent to south gable elevationand rendering 
of same with lime roughcast, 1 Yew tree 
Cottages, riverside, Clapham.

Applications yet to be decided are listed below:
·  C/18/173D/lB listed building consent for 

internal alterations to property, including 
repair of existing windows, formation of new 
external openings, demolition and rebuilding 

Parish Council News
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a Community garden
Clapham primary school was recently awarded 
a lottery grant to enable the school to enhance 
the surroundings of the school on either side of 
the building. at the back of the school the young 
children now have a safe attractive place for outdoor 
learning. Do please take a walk past the school to see 
the lovely seating area surrounded by plants at the 
front of the school. the school would like this to be 
used as a community garden for locals and visitors 
so do please rest awhile and enjoy the amenity. if you 
have any time and would like to help maintain the 
garden your help would be greatly appreciated! the 
staff would love to do it but as you will understand 
their time resources are limited with everything that 
has to be done in a small school.
 Our school has provided over 150 years of 
education in the village and much has changed 
over those years but what has not changed is the 
charge we have of providing an education fit for the 
21st century for the young people of Clapham and 
surrounding areas. every child matters and Clapham 
primary school aims to develop and encourage 
every child to achieve. Do show your support for the 
school whenever you can. it is good for the children 
to mix with all generations.
   Liz Mason 
   Foundation Governor

Clapham Waste Reduction – Part Of Clapham Sustainability Group

Another GIVE aND TaKE event will be held on
SaTURDaY 22nd OCTOBER, 2016 

from 10.00 am to 12 noon
at CLaPHaM VILLaGE HaLL

Entrance charge 50p to help cover costs. Children free.

A GIVE AND TAKE event is a chance to pass on unwanted items that are clean and in good 
condition and to pick up something you want – FREE. It is fun, surprising, and rewarding for 

creative recyclers.
We cannot accept clothes, books, televisions or foam-filled furniture, but a noticeboard will 
be available for you to advertise the details, measurements, photos, etc, of a large item you 

have at home.
A qualified electrician will be present for the morning.

A leaflet with more details will be delivered in advance to households in Clapham and Newby 
and will be available from Clapham Community Shop.
Bring your items on 22nd October or drop them off at

Clapham Village Hall between  6 and 7pm on Friday, 21st October
For more information, or if you need help transporting goods to the Village Hall,  

please contact: Jill Buckler on 51030 or ann Stewart on 51118.

Parish Council News continued

of external store/wc, reinstatement of central 
staircase, extend basement and provision of 
glazed roof and door to rear to create draught 
lobby, spindle tree Cottage, 2 Gildersbank, 
Clapham.

·  18/2016/17055 proposed conversion of water 
treatment works to form 3 bedroomed dwelling 
and conversion of water tank to ancillary garage 
and office/workshop, Former Yorkshire Water 
treatment works, Keasden road, Clapham.

The following refusal was noted:
·  18/2016/16992 application for removal of 

condition number 3 of planning approval 
referenced 18/2015/16232 granted 14th January 
2016, the laithe, Bentham.

information on the work of the parish council 
please click on the ‘parish council information’ 
link at www.claphamyorkshire.co.uk.
the parish council meets on the 4th tuesday 
of each month except august and December. 
meetings take place in the Village hall starting 
at 7.30pm.
 everyone is welcome to attend. parish Clerk & 
Responsible Financial Officer Gillian Muir can 
be contacted by email: claphamclerk@btinternet.
com or call 015242 51775.
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Thomas Redhead
 Solid Fuel & LPG gas supplier 

All grades and sizes of coal, 
every available smokeless fuel
Netted Logs • Kindling • Bottled Gas all 

delivered to your door. 
QuaLity, reLiaBiLity & choice

 Garden Compost now available 

015242 41626 or 41212

L. PRESTON & SONS
 Proprietor: iaN PreStoN

TOWN HEAD GARAGE 
AUSTWICK 

Telephone 015242 51391

New & Used Car Sales 
M.O.T. Testing & Repairs

Mark Watson 
Home & Garden Maintenance

07759 680938 • 07759 680943  
Low Bentham 015242 62038

Digging, fencing, hedge trimming, mowing, 
paving, planting, power washing, spraying, 
strimming, turfing, gutters cleared. Loft 
insulating, pointing, rendering, painting. 

No job too small, reasonable rates, 
estimates given.

HARRISON & CROSS LTD. 
NICEIC APPROvED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

 Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Settle 
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU! 

THE ONE-STOp SHOp 
Complete and partial rewires, electrical checks on existing 

installations. Small appliance testing.  
Televisions supplied and installed, aerials erected. 

Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for chest 
freezers, larder fridges, washing machines, tumble dryers, 
dishwashers, cookers, microwaves and vacuum cleaners. 

BRigHTEN Up YOUR HOmE 
Our lighting showroom will give you all the latest ideas,  

we offer a free design service with installation if required.
 Telephone: 01729 823423. Email: harrisoncross@cooptel.net

A Gallery full of fabulous yarns by:  
Noro  l  ColiNette  

Debbie bliss  l  rowAN 
briGANtiA  l  louisA HArDiNG 

lANG  l  rYC  l  GeDifrA  
. . . . and many more 

Help and advice always on hand 
Call 015242 51122

Beckside Yarns 
& Needlecrafts

BeCkside GallerY CHurCH 
aveNue, ClapHam NortH 

YorksHire la2 8ea  
www.becksideyarns.com  
info@becksideyarns.com

l

Suppliers of top quality . . .

 Traditional House Coal  
l  

Kiln Dried Firewood  
l  

Smokeless Fuel  
l  

Top Soil and  
Mushroom Compost  

l  
Wood Heating Pellets

Call the office on  
01524 812476  

or visit  
www.logsdirect.co.uk  

to place an order
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CHURCH NEWS
The Vicar’s thoughts . . .
Be imitators of God and walk in the way of love 
as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Ephesians 5 v2

You can always tell the true rugby player, especially 
the forwards, because their noses will almost 
certainly have been broken. Noses are one of the 
funniest things we all have. they come in all sorts 
of sizes: some big, some small, some fat, some 
thin and, most definitely, some bent. Noses are 
particularly useful when it comes to distinguishing 
between good and bad smells.
 i remember when i was a Curate in st helens, 
i went one afternoon to visit a lady aged about 60 
who had started to come to Church. she lived in a 
small flat. On opening the door, the smell, or should 
I say stench, nearly knocked me over. Her flat was 
full of cats, she had at least 12. rotting food was all 
over the carpet and i came out of her home feeling 
in need of a good shower.
 Of course, some smells are quite beautiful: 
freshly baked bread, bacon frying, a lovely perfume. 
Some smells attract us whilst others most definitely 
distract.
 the Bible describes a Christian as someone 
whose life is like a beautiful smell which is pleasing 
to God. in order for our lives to be lived in that way, 
we need to be following the example of Jesus, and 
showing in our relationships love, kindness and 
forgiveness. so next time you have a good sniff and 
smell something really nice, just remember – God 
wants your life to be like a good smell.

May God bless you all, Ian.

DIARY DATES FOR OCTOBER
Saturday 1st: special event at ripon Cathedral 

for church wardens, pCC and church members 
to look forward to the future and ‘Growing our 
Churches’ – 9.00 am to 12.00 – free bacon butties 
from 9.00 to 9.45 am!

Saturday 1st: harvest supper at hammond head 
Farm, Keasden (home of John Casson) at 7.00 
pm.

Sunday 2nd: harvest thanksgiving at Clapham at 
11.00 am.

Wednesday 5th: prayers at the Vicarage at 11.15 
am.

Sunday 9th: liverpool philharmonic Youth Choir 
Concert in Clapham Church at 2.00 pm – this is a 
free concert, everyone is welcome.

Monday 10th: harvest social in eldroth parish 
hall at 7.00 pm.

Sunday 23rd: Church in the pub, New inn, Clapham 
at 7pm.

Wednesday 26th: Afternoon Church Fellowship 
– ‘sheepskin and Country wear’ with richard 
sexton – 1.30pm in austwick parish hall.

LOOKING AHEAD
Saturday, 12th November: austwick Church 

Christmas Fayre in the Parish Hall at 2pm
Sunday, 13th November: special services for 

remembrance sunday – Clapham 11am
Saturday, 19th November: Ceilidh, with Buttered 

peas. 7.30pm Clapham Village hall. tickets £10 
adults, £5 for children under 14 (includes two-
course supper) from sue mann, 51792. You don’t 
have to be able to dance – just willing to have 
fun.

Saturday, 26th November: Coffee morning,10 – 
12.30pm at Clapham Village hall

PARISH NOTICES
Study/Fellowship Group: we will meet for a pre-
Christmas study Group on wednesdays, 16, 23 and 
30 November at 7.30pm in the Vicarage.

Prayer Cards for our Churches: members of all 
our church families are invited to share their own 
favourite verse from the Bible, so that a selection of 
these can be included in a prayer card for display in 
our four churches for people to use in church or take 
away. please send your contributions – by email if 
possible.

CHURCH SERVICES IN OCTOBER
Sunday 2nd 9.30am holy Communion at austwick 

and eldroth
 11.00am harvest thanksgiving at Clapham
 11.00am holy Communion at Keasden
Sunday 9th 9.30am morning prayer at austwick
 11.00am holy Communion at Clapham
 2.00pm holy Communion at Keasden
 6.30pm holy Communion at austwick
 7.00pm harvest thanksgiving at eldroth
Sunday 16th 9.30am holy Communion at aust-

wick
 11.00 am holy Communion at Clapham
 7.00 pm evensong at eldroth
Sunday 23rd 9.30am holy Communion at aust-

wick
 11.00 am holy Communion at Clapham
 2.00 pm evensong at Keasden
 7.00 pm Church in the pub at the New inn, 

Clapham
Sunday 30th 10.30am United service at austwick.
holy Communion is held in austwick Church every 
wednesday at 10.30 am.
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a personal tribute to Chester
“Chester” as we all knew him, or peter walker 
shaw as he was christened, was a war child. he 
was born on 10th may, 1942 in Barnsley (one of 
eight siblings) but his family moved to Bradford 
very soon after. at the age of two he lost his right 
leg when a bus ran over him. Unlike the modern 
inclusive approach this meant he had to attend a 
special school, so Chester didn’t have the same 
academic opportunities as other children. he had a 
tough early life, learning to handle himself on the 
streets of Bradford as a youngster, partly explaining 
his superficially rough exterior. But Chester was 
blessed with a great deal of natural intelligence and 
quickly learned the benefits of living on his wits as 
he went through life.
 One of his first jobs, around the time he joined 
the Northern pennine Club in the mid 1960s, was 
at international harvesters, where he began an 
apprenticeship. (his co-worker there, Colin Vickers, 
was one of the six people who later died in the 
worst ever caving accident at mossdale Caverns.) 
But Chester would often not turn in on a monday 
morning when there had been a cave rescue on the 
sunday night. sometimes there would be only the 
most tenuous connection with the actual rescue 
and rather more time was spent on the sunday 
night enjoying a “debrief” in the pub. eventually 
he and his employer parted company and he did 
a succession of other jobs, including casual work 
laying concrete with Denis (“Cadge”) Carroll, in 
skirwith Cave (a former show cave near ingleton). 
later on he went to live for a spell in ireland in the 
mid 1960s.
 On his return the NpC was discovering great 
things beneath Fountains Fell under the leadership 
of club guru Gordon Batty. Chester was involved in 
explorations at the deep pothole of Gingling hole 
for example. this often involved much subterfuge 
as caving clubs were very competitive at the 
time. the fact that Chester was trusted within this 
“inner circle” of the NpC reveals how much his 
contemporaries thought of him, even as a young 
caver.
 some time in the 1980s (i think) Chester decided 
to put down roots in the Clapham area, initially in 
a small cottage situated (conveniently!) next to 
the former Flying Horse Shoe Inn. Soon after he 
transferred to a place down school lane, (now the 
Green), in Clapham itself and never moved on from 
the same house in which he recently passed away. 
he occasionally took in a lodger, more as a favour 

to needy friends rather than to improve his income.  
the NpC’s pat O’Connell was a good example; 
Chester always said he only came round for a cup 
of tea but stayed for years! in the early period at 
Clapham, Chester was very active with the Cave 
rescue Organisation and helped on some very 
serious incidents. there is a story of one especially 
difficult rescue where his prosthetic leg snapped;  
he hopped back off the fell carrying the broken leg 
under his arm. a young police constable thought he 
was the casualty and (allegedly) fainted!
 he was the proud owner of a solid fuel aga, 
using it to hone his cookery skills and producing 
some magnificent meals from it. But the Aga had 
been acquired very cheaply and needed servicing 
every summer (which i helped him with for 
decades). it had been built up for him from scrap 
parts by George Cornes (discoverer of what became 
Britain’s longest cave system and a former NpC 
president) who was a heating engineer by trade. 
Chester always looked forward to the day the aga 
was lit each autumn.  
   he was employed for a long while at 
ingleborough Cave, from some time in the late 
1970s to around 1992. This finally gave him some 
stability in his employment and, whilst reflecting 
shortly before he died, he said that this was the 
happiest period of his life. even today many Cave 
visitors still remember his legendary humour, with 
great fondness. Chester played the role of a certain 
very important person (with white beard, red jacket, 
shouting “Ho, ho, ho” all the time) at the first ever 
santa’s grotto at the Cave. there must be a whole 
generation of forty somethings who still think 
Father Christmas only has one leg! He would use 
the Cave shop as a base from which to go digging 
after work with fellow NpC members. the most 
prolific effort was at Foxholes, eventually leading 
to a good breakthrough by the NpC in 1993. when 
the Gaping Gill winch meets were operating he 
would often stroll up after work to share a glass 
or two. as a result he knew many of the Bradford 
pothole Club and Craven pothole Club members.
 a lot of the time he would travel to and from 
the Cave on an old suzuki Gt250 motorcycle, 
adapted for single legged use. Later he had a Fiat 
panda (i think the only car he ever owned). the 
panda was a 4 wheel drive model and very good 
in snowy conditions. there is a story about him 
managing to get up the hardknott pass one day 
with George Cornes as passenger, when everyone 
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Chester enjoying a brew on a walk in the lake District

Continued overleaf

else failed. this was in the days when having an 
aga was considered the height of fashion and, 
as Chester roared off triumphantly past all the 
stranded motorists, George apparently leaned out 
of the window and yelled: “he’s got an aga an’ 
all!”.
 Chester had a gift for helping people place their 
problems in perspective, often using his quick 
wittedness and clever humour. i remember going 
for a walk up ingleborough with my nephew when 
he was quite young. he developed a blister and 
was limping by the time we got back to Clapham 
and moaning loudly. Chester noticed this and said 
“what’s up wi you?” when he learned the cause 
of the limping Chester pointed to his false leg and 
said: “aye, mine started with a blister!” On another 
occasion a somewhat obese lady staggered into 
the Cave shop early one morning, just as Chester 
turned up. she was complaining bitterly about 
how outrageous it was that she’d had to walk “all 
the way” (just over a mile) from the village to the 
Cave. as the lady’s profanities were dying down a 
bit i asked him where he’d been. he glanced at the 
said lady and, with a glint in his eye, said quietly: 
“Oh i’ve just popped over ingleborough to work 
up an appetite for breakfast”. she looked, mouth 
wide open, from his leg to his face several times, in 
complete disbelief – and never uttered any further 

word of complaint. Of course, what Chester said 
was in fact completely true!
 i had cause to be extremely grateful to Chester 
many years ago. my job had become increasingly 
stressful and was keeping me from spending time 
in the Dales. On sunday evenings, driving back 
to the grimy lancashire cotton mill town where i 
lived and worked at the time, really brought home 
to me that things had to change. i had many long 
discussions about this with Chester. his house was 
a haven of peace. he didn’t tell me what to do but 
he listened, occasionally commented – and let me 
work out for myself what i needed to do. those long 
conversations with Chester many years ago were 
a great motivation for me to decide to move into 
Clapham parish and to make a significant career 
change. Both are decisions i will never regret.
 Chester always had pets – most typically a series 
of Jack russell dogs. i think his favourite ever dog 
was a black and white one called Domino; it went 
on every tour when he was working at the Cave and 
was always in the New inn with him every evening. 
Domino was a real charmer and often attracted the 
attention of tourists in the pub. this would soon 
lead to Chester striking up a conversation with said 
tourists and, more often than not, Chester would be 
bought a pint or two. Domino helped him stop a lot 



8

Clapham’s award-winning 
VILLaGE STORE  
the heart of our village 

Open every day
Groceries, gifts and much more.

Looking forward to seeing you at our

FESTIVE EVENING
Thursday, October 27th from 5 to 7:30p.m.

 Telephone 015242 51524  
info@claphamvillagestore.co.uk www.

claphamvillagestore.co.uk and find us on  
facebook, Tweet to @ClaphamShop 

of beer going bad in those days; they were a very 
successful double act!
 Chester and Dave walker (who ran the former 
post office, now the Yorkshire Dales Millennium 
trust) always used to locate themselves in what 
became known as “moaner’s Corner” at the left 
hand side of the main bar in the New inn. their 
reflections on the world in general were a hilarious 
blend of the cynical and the comical; they kept the 
pub clientele entertained for hours.
 as age took its toll he gave up serious caving and 
became a mountain man. he did all the “Nuttalls” 
(english hills over 2000 ft high) and the long 
Cornish coastal path. many of these expeditions 
were done with John hodgson (“Jh” as Chester 
used to call him) who was a superb hill navigator. 
perhaps the most epic Nuttall was the ascent of 
pillar rock above ennerdale in the lake District. 
this is full on rock climbing with massive exposure 
and a tremendous sense of mountaineering history. 
a huge gathering of NpC members turned out to 
climb it with him or just support on the day. we 
managed to get him to the top and walked back 
to wasdale on a high, despite the ensuing deluge 
which soaked us all to the skin. the local pub laid 
on a sumptuous meal for us that night and much ale 

In his corner at the new Inn

was supped in celebration. i think that was perhaps 
the finest weekend I ever spent in the outdoors. Soon 
after that Chester completed his last five Nuttall 
tops, an outstanding achievement for an ageing and 
supposedly disabled man.
 Chester stomped around his local hills all the 
time. if ever you wanted to know details of some 
obscure footpath or how to avoid a difficult section, 
he would always be able to point you in the right 
direction. his knowledge of upland northern 
england was impressive. But he often lost the rubber 
end cover from his pegleg. everyone would know 
exactly what they were when these were found on 
the fells subsequently. he had a constant stream of 
people returning them to him in the New inn (which 
he referred to fondly as his “office”).
 in more recent years he started going further 
afield in search of adventure. Just over ten years 
ago Chester and mitch (Dave mitchell, himself 
65 years old at the time) set off to walk the Gr10 
route along the length of the pyrenees, backpacking 
all their equipment. they made an impressive 
effort but were eventually beaten back by heat 
and logistics.  they arrived, tired and dehydrated, 
in one of the minor spanish airports and managed 
to arrange a flight back to England. But then they 
discovered that cash payment for the flight would 
not be accepted. a long and convoluted journey 
by buses and trains was necessary but they finally 
arrived, exhausted yet elated, “safely” in london. 
the date was 7th July 2005 – the day the london 
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bombings happened. so the nightmare continued 
and it would be even longer before they were able, 
at last, to stroll into Clapham’s New inn, with a 
story to tell that you just couldn’t invent.
 Chester’s globe trotting escapades became even 
more ambitious when his love of cricket took him 
to some far flung places with the “Barmy Army” of 
cricket fans. On some of these ventures to australia 
or sri lanka he was accompanied by fellow NpC 
cricket lover eric hoole. he also visited Greece 
with Jim eyre, who had been a main player in an 
early expedition to descend an ourageously deep 
shaft in Greece on “electron” (flexible metal) 
ladders, called provatina. the tales would always be 
recounted over a few pints, once back in Clapham. 
i used to delight in listening to them.
 Just occasionally Chester’s tough upbringing 
would emerge after a great deal of beer. it wasn’t 
unknown for him to take a swing at someone he’d 
been annoyed by. But as he was usually very drunk 
he would invariably miss, spin round a couple of 
times, then land in a heap on the floor. Keith or 
Barbara mannion (landlord and landlady of the 
New inn for 20 years and close friends of Chester’s) 
would lean over the bar and say quietly “Chester – 
you’re drunk; go home”. he would usually obey, 
because he thought the world of these two.

 Chester was always up for a session of York-
shire/lancashire banter. Being a true blooded 
Yorkshireman he would rarely concede anything. 
the one exception was that he agreed the black 
puddings from lancashire were better. But that 
was just a cunning ruse by him and Dave walker 
to ensure a constant free supply from all parts of 
lancashire, just so they could “check” that these 
really were the best. i remember taking some 
black puddings round to his house once when he’d 
thrown a bar-b-cue party in his back garden. he hit 
on the idea of slicing them and cooking them on 
the bar-b-cue. the results were superb (try it!).
 he had a real sense of the ridiculous. One of the 
stories he told concerned an officious looking man 
from the Ordnance survey going about Clapham 
with a clipboard. he was recording details of all 
the house names. Chester wasn’t about but when a 
neighbour was asked about the house where Chester 
lived he just said (logically) “Oh, that’s Chester’s”. 
so, allegedly, the house where he lived for so long 
on School Lane is now forever officially known to 
the Ordnance survey as “Chesters”. he was always 
very proud of that!
 in august this year, when Chester knew he was 
dying of cancer, he made a thorough effort to put 
all his affairs in order. he gave away a great many 
of his possessions, each gift and recipient being 
carefully considered. there was an old acoustic 
guitar which he’d often let me play over the years. 
it was a cheap thing but had a lovely tone and he 
knew i’d always really liked it. i saw a great deal 
of him during the last weeks of his life and on one 
occasion he told me he really wanted me to have 
this guitar. it’s worth virtually nothing in monetary 
terms but its value to me now is beyond price. 
 i looked on Chester as a close personal friend. i’d 
known him since my mid-teens and have survived 
so many scrapes and outrageous situations with 
him. we never treated him, or even thought of him, 
as “disabled”. he was just one of the gang. what 
he managed to achieve in life, against all odds, was 
incredible. when Chester passed away at the age of 
74 on 8th september 2016, having borne his illness 
with such bravery and dignity, we lost one of the 
best known caving characters the Dales has ever 
produced. he was a tough bloke, a gifted raconteur 
and excellent company. he will always be with 
us in spirit as we continue our adventures on and 
under the fells. Clapham, which he loved dearly, 
can never be quite the same again. 
 Goodbye mate, and thanks for everything.

John Cordingley (Newby)
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By now the sheep breeding sales are on the way 
to completion. Gimmer (girl) lambs have left their 
home and gone to pastures new, which is usually 
way down south, some of ours have even gone to 
live beside the sea in sunny Norfolk, fancy that. 
 the dark nights are creeping up which means 
thoughts begin, inevitably, to turn to winter. 
Gateways begin to get clarty and bigger as the dairy 
herd make their 
way to and from the milking parlour. areas around 
drinking troughs suffer the same fate and grass 
quality declines due to the shorter daylight hours as 
well as the shortage of sunshine. 
 the modern dairy cow is a pretty high performance 
individual and needs to be treated as such. she is 
well capable of producing upwards of ten thousand 
litres of milk each year but only if the conditions 
allow. it is no good turning her out into a cold wet 
field with horizontal rain in mid November and 
complaining “the cows aren’t milking so well” 
 Feeding and farming the dairy cow nowadays 
usually involves a high level of management in 
order for her to achieve her potential. animal feed 
firms are very active on the diet front, their reps start 

questioning, usually just after the cows have gone 
out for the summer and all is warm and pleasant, 
certainly well before test match special has got into 
its stride ,“what were you thinking of feeding this 
coming winter?” Before you can say “dry matter 
intake” out comes the laptop and you are committed 
to buying most of next winters feed before, as the 
rep assures you,” the price goes through the roof” 
Usually they drive a top of the range Bmw and 
whistle “we`re all going on a summer holiday” 
before getting back in the car. 
 the base of the diet in this area is grass silage.
around here we have a decent rainfall (as if you 
hadn’t noticed) which means we can grow lots of 
fairly high quality grass. the problem usually is 
getting machinery onto the land to get the grass off 
due to that same high rainfall. tractors howl far into 
the night as they race up and down country lanes in 
an effort to beat the weather. moving grass in huge 
quantities and at such speed is a specialised thing 
and many local farms now employ contractors to do 
it. Known locally as” boys with toys” I find it best 
to keep well out of the way while they are at work 
in order to avoid being run over and ensiled without 
anyone noticing. 
 winter is not far off, our cows are in at night and 
tucking into silage which could always be a just a 
little bit better, luckily they do not know this and 
don’t seem to mind anyway. winter housing consists 
usually, of modern spacious and well ventilated 
cubicle sheds which place animal welfare at the top 
of the list. they allow cows to move about freely to 
visit the feed fence water troughs or simply sit in 
a well bedded cubicle complete with mattress and 
mind their own business. 
 the theory is that the winter diet is introduced 
gradually over a few weeks. eventually winter 
arrives and one wild and stormy day in October 
they don’t want to leave their warm comfortable 
surroundings so the door is closed and the farming 
calendar moves on. 

autumn by John Dawson

BRIDGE COTTAGE 
Bed & Breakfast

Station Road, Clapham LA2 8DP 
Telephone 015242 51506  

www.bridgecottageclapham.co.uk

This charming 18th-century B&B with its sunny 
cottage garden is at the heart of Clapham, 
and has been extensively refurbished to 
reveal oak beams, window seats and slate 
floors. Enjoy a good selection of locally-
sourced cooked breakfasts, homemade cake     
and biscuits.   

Choose from three bedrooms: two doubles with 
ensuite showers, plus one twin/superking suite 
with ensuite bathroom and separate shower.

From £40 per person.

We are dog-friendly and are delighted to provide 
day care to our four-legged guests.

BUS SERVICES (581)
 Clapham to Settle (weekdays): 

0734 0909 1109 1309 1509 1719
 Saturdays: 

0734 0909 1109 1309 1509 1719
 Settle to Clapham (weekdays): 

0930 1130 1330 1530 1740 1830
 Saturdays: 

0930 1130 1330 1530 1740 1910 
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Clapham
Art Group

tuesday evening

linda Clemence
01729 823767

1st wednesday
morning 

of the month
11 a.m.

Brenda pearce
51816

Improving later life

Parish Council
4th tuesday

evening of the month at 7.30 p.m.

Gillian muir 51775

Tai Chi
thursdays 

9 a.m. to 10.30 a.m.

tony Bennett 
c/o 51240

Tiny Tots
tuesday mornings 
9.30 a.m. to 11 a.m.

tracey Bilton
51857

Bowls
monday 

afternoons 
1.30 p.m. to 4 p.m.
mrs. Denne 51617

Whist
Friday Evenings 

7.30 p.m

elsie morphett 
07951 295995

Clapham W.I.
2nd wednesday

evening 
of the month

7 p.m.
Jill walker

01729 825358

Village Hall Notice Board

If you wish to advertise in the Newsletter 
please contact Ray Hull at  

Park View, Church Ave, Clapham LA2 8EA 
If you have an article or some interesting 
news that you would like to appear in the 

newsletter please email:  
hull365@btinternet.com or phone 51492.

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
a big thankyou to all of you who came to support 
this worthwhile charity. 
 i think most of us know of someone who has 
benefitted from the support from the nurses. We 
raisedmore than £400 so their care can continue,and 
had a lovely time catching up with many friends. 

Jackie Kingsley and Liz Mason

Church festival 
it has become something of a tradition to have a 
flower festival in church over August Bank Holiday 
weekend. this year the theme was crafts so it was 
possible, not only to enjoy a number of flower 
arrangements on this theme but also to see some 
crafts made by local people, including Clapham art 
Group, the church craft group and the crafters who 
meet in Cross  haw lane. 
 the event was well supported by locals and 
visitors alike. many thanks to all who contributed in 
any way.                         Sue Mann


Congratulations
to Clapham’s Organic growers and vendors Growing 
with Grace, who at the westmorland County show 
on the 8th september, 2016 were awarded third 
place in the Food Hall where there were over 80 
other exhibitors. 
 well done sue and Neil and team GwG.

Thank you
a big thank you to simon Coultherd for use of his 
fields and making us so welcome during our six 
weeks stay. During our stay we managed to raise 
more than £1,700 for macmillan Nurses by serving 
cream teas, coffee mornings, raffles, quizzes and pie 
and peas evenings.
 we look forward to seeing you all next year.

Ribblesdale BCC


Children in Need
Aimee and Erin Sinclair (Liz & Eric’s 
granddaughters) invite you to their 

coffee morning
at Clapham Village Hall

on Friday, 28th October, 2016
Raffle tickets and some yummy cakes will  

also be sold.
Don’t be afraid to bring along some cakes and nice 

raffle prizes.  Hope to see you there!
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Jenny M Parker
Bsc (Hons), MCSP, HPC

 Chartered Physiotherapist
 Specialising in the rehabilitation and  

prevention of injury 

Mobile physiotherapy service offering comprehensive 
assessment and treatment of joint and spinal 
problems, sports injuries, respiratory and neurological 
conditions, all in the comfort of your own home. 
Cover for sporting events also available. 

Please call to discuss your requirements and to 
book appointments. 

Telephone: 015242 51049 Mobile: 
07763 047160

NaTiONal 
WaTer Well 
eNgiNeerS

Domestic & Agricultural  
Water Well Drilling 

Installation of Water Mains

 Turnerford Cottage, Keasden, Clapham 
la2 8eX Tel. 015242 51013 or 07801 747632 

email: waterwells@hotmail.co.uk www.
nationalwaterwellengineers.co.uk

this free Newsletter aims to keep everyone in 
Clapham, Keasden and Newby in touch with what 
is happening in our community. it does, however, 
cost a significant amount to produce, and advertis-
ing is a very necessary aid to the finances. An advert 
costs as little as £3.50 per issue. to advertise your 
products and services, please contact ray hull on 
015242 51492 or by email below. 
articles, news and ideas please for the next issue 

by 25th November, 2016 to  
Chrissie Bell: Chrisharte@aol.com  

or ray hull: hull365@btinternet.com

Septic tanks 
Emptying & Maintenance  

P J Richardson
 Registered Waste Carrier No. NYK/642908

 CLAPHAM, LANCASTER 

Telephone 015242 51488  
Mobile 07885 462 909

Knitting   Needle Craft   Haberdashery   Sewing   Card Making

Je
w

el
le

ry
 

R
ib

bo
ns

 
B

ut
to

ns
 

B
ow

s Cottontail Crafts
 ViSiT OUr SHOP and WeBSiTe

 16 Duke Street,  SeTTle  BD24 9DN

 www.cottontailcrafts.co.uk  
sue@cottontailcrafts.co.uk  

01729 822946 

A Paradise for Crafters

Jew
ellery 

R
ibbons 

B
uttons 

B
ow

s

We offer commercial and domestic flooring. 
Made to measure blinds. Selection of rugs,  

Bed and Mattresses. 
Full Amtico and Karndean showroom

Opening times Monday – Friday 9am till 4.30pm  
Saturday 10am till 12.30pm 

Unit 2 Sowarth field industrial estate, Settle, BD24 9aF. 
email. info@peterallenflooring.co.uk

FLOOR COVERINGS LTDWestby  
Dairy
robert and  
Janet Townson  

We deliver Milk, Cream and eggs 
from our family dairy farm.

 Our families have been producing 
milk for local delivery for generations, 
and now, along with the help of our 

son and daughters we are very proud 
to provide a great British tradition that 
is the doorstep milk delivery service!

We bottle milk from our own herd 
of cows for delivery to homes and 
businesses the very next morning.

Westby Hall Farm, Gisburn 
Tel. 01200 445283
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stories in stone is the name of an ambitious and 
wide ranging group of projects to discover, record, 
conserve, enhance and celebrate many aspects 
of the ingleborough area. as well as practical 
conservation, the scheme will also provide 
apprenticeships and activities for young people, 
skills training, and volunteer opportunities.
 the scheme is led by the Yorkshire Dales 
millennium trust (YDmt), working in 
partnership with organisations such as the 
Yorkshire Dales National park authority, Natural 
england, Yorkshire wildlife trust, local schools 
and commercial companies tarmac and hanson, 
as well as local history and community groups. 
the scheme consists of four programmes which 
together will deliver around 90 projects, to run 
over a four-year period. the £2.6 million scheme 
is being largely funded by the heritage lottery 
Fund, with additional funds coming from the 
Prince’s Countryside Fund, partner organisations, 
and in local volunteers’ time. projects are being 
delivered by YDmt, project partners and 
landowners.
 many of the projects will touch on Clapham 
and its environment in some way. For example, 
the Clapham Village history Group is running the 
Clapham wills 1541-1603 project. this aims to 
make publicly available the contents of 166 wills 
currently kept in the Lancashire Record Office at 
preston. the wills are written in the handwriting 
of the time of henry Vlll and elizabeth l, very 
different from today’s handwriting, so volunteers 
will scan or photograph all of the wills, decipher 
the old handwriting and type it up at home. 
reading these old wills will give us a much better 
idea of how local folk lived in tudor times – who 
was related to who, what sort of occupations 
they followed, what sort of houses they lived in, 
and what sort of possessions they had. if you are 
interested in getting involved please contact Ken 
pearce on 015242 51816.
 the Clapham wills project is being supported 
by a stories in stone heritage Grant. these grants 
are for community-led projects that restore, 
celebrate or increase understanding of the natural, 
cultural or historical heritage in the ingleborough 
area. Clapham parish Council has recently been 
awarded a heritage Grant to restore the Victorian 
drinking fountain.
 stories in stone is also providing grants for dry 
stone wall restoration – one project in the Clapham 
area is about to start – and woodland creation, as 

 

well as offering a range of skills training courses. 
For instance, in July we ran a short course about 
the traditional buildings in Clapham, which may 
be repeated in the future. For further information 
visit our website www.ydmt.org or contact 
hannah rose by email hannah.rose@ydmt.org 
or phone 015242 51002. 
 a public meeting about the scheme, including 
a presentation on our work with local schools, 
is being held in the Cave rescue Organisation’s 
office in Clapham on Thursday, 17th November, 
starting at 7.30pm with refreshments from 7pm. 
all are welcome, no need to book.

Don Gamble
Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust

ps. YDmt is also providing grants for community 
projects – for information about the roger stott 
Community Grants contact tanya st pierre 
on tanya.stpierre@ydmt.org or phone 015242 
51002.

An apprentice carrying out footpath maintenance work 
on Ingleborough

Massive scheme has grants available
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to anyone standing on the platform at Clapham 
station today, it is hard to imagine what a busy 
place this once was. it is 50 years since the branch 
line to ingleton and on to lowgill on today’s west 
coast mainline was finally closed. It was put out of 
use just over a month later from July 26, 1966 this 
meant the points and signals were disconnected from 
the large signal box which used to stand between the 
ingleton and morecambe lines, the signal box itself 
didn’t last much longer as rail traffic was dropping 
off so fast at this time. 
 the end of the line to ingleton and beyond was 
the end of a story that began more than 100 years 
before, in the 1860s, when the midland railway 
started to plan and then build the settle-Carlisle 
railway. 
 this was because in the late 1840’s the North 
western railway was formed to build a line from 
skipton to lowgill to connect up a route to scotland 
from the west riding of Yorkshire to today’s west 
coast mainline. they also planned a branch to 
lancaster which is what we are left with today. 
 the line was eventually opened through to lowgill 
on October 1st 1861, but trains north of ingleton 
were operated by the london & North western, and 
ingleton to Clapham by the midland. this created 
the situation that drove the midland to build its own 
72 mile mainline to scotland from settle to Carlisle, 
rather than compromise and use a 22-mile long line, 
that was already there! 

 From the opening of the S&C in 1876 the line to 
ingleton became a quiet branch except sometimes 
it was used as a very useful diversion route. this 
would happen when the s&C was blocked either 
by accidents or severe weather like there was for 
long periods in 1947 and 1963. sadly this was not 
to spare it. the regular branch passenger trains were 
withdrawn on 1st February 1954. Having said that, 
the line was maintained to the end as a double track 
mainline and even had a lot of new rails laid in 
the late 1950s. British railways were considering 
closing the s&C and equipping the line with colour 
light signalling to use it as the main freight line to 
the north. alas this was not to be. 
 the famous Beeching report of 1963 decided most 
of the lines north of leeds should close. By this time 
there were just the diversions and occasional special 
trains and a three times-a-week pick-up goods train 
using the branch. On 1st October 1964 this was 
withdrawn north of ingleton. On 25th January 1965 
the goods yard at Clapham closed, then from 1st 
March 1965, Ingleton Station closed to goods. From 
then on the line saw very little use. One of the last 
specials to use the line was the ‘pennine tour’ on 
the 4th september 1965. it was an 11-coach train 
pulled by the Flying Scotsman. 
 after the branch was closed in June 1966, the 
track was lifted the following summer in 1967. 

Colin Price

Local railway history

Clapham Junction – the branch to the left is for Lancaster and Kirkby Lonsdale to the right.
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Photography exhibition
anyone popping into Clapham Village hall over the 
august Bank holiday weekend this year would have 
been in for a lovely surprise as settle photographic 
Group’s annual exhibition was on display. a 
wonderful variety of images greeted the eye.  
 as usual the photographs had been on display in 
many of the shops in settle before being gathered 
together for what proved to be a ‘brilliant’ exhibition, 
as one of the many visitors commented.

 many thanks to everyone who supported us at the 
above exhibition. we provided refreshments at the 
event and raised £240 which was devided between 
Derian house Children’s hospice, Bentham pet 
rescue and Craven Cats.

 Thanks again from Rosie, Sally and Kristen

austwick Christmas trees
Once again the church is planning to sell Christmas 
trees from the Vicarage garden to raise money for 
our churches. The profit from the Christmas trees 
will go towards funds raised to assist in the proposed 
new plans for a kitchen and toilet extension in 
austwick church.
 Forms will be available on the counter at 
Crossleigh stores and also on the table at the back 
of austwick Church. the form will have the sizes of 
the Christmas trees together with their prices.
 please place your order by November 16th.
 please telephone the rev. Canon ian Greenhalgh 
on 015242 51313 to arrange for the collection of 
your tree after 1st December 2016.

Christmas Greetings
In the next issue of the Newsletter (December) 
we will again be having a Christmas Greetings 
page. If you would like to have your name 
included please fill in your details below 
and return it with your donation to any of the 
committee members before November 25th.
(Most people kindly donated about £4).

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Road or house name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

The newsletter appears on the Clapham
website, if you do not want your entry
included, please put a cross in the box.

Bethel Chapel
the meetings and activities have begun again after 
the summer break. they are:
Clapham Tots on Friday mornings (9.30 – 11 am) 
for pre-schoolchildren with parents/carers.
K Motion for primary aged children (6 pm).
Encounter for secondary school children (7.30pm)
These youth clubs to be held on Fridays 7th and 21st 
October and 4th and 18th November.
 thursday fellowship meetings are held on the 
1st and 3rd thursdays of the month at 2 pm, and 
evening meetings take place on the 4th thursday at 
7.30 pm.
 this year is the 40th anniversary of the opening 
of the chapel. to celebrate this occasion there are 
to be meetings on Friday 25th and Saturday 26th 
November at 7.30pm and services on sunday at  
11 am and 6.30pm.
 we welcome you to any of the above meetings. 



Clapham Playpark
the new shelter was installed in mid-august and is 
a nice feature for younger children to play in. local 
children have been climbing on the roofs of both 
shelters, though. it would be a shame for them to be 
damaged and costly to repair, so please make sure 
your children don’t climb on them please.
 Volunteers have continued with playpark 
maintenance throughout the summer months – 
mowing, emptying the bin and generally keeping 
the playpark tidy. it should only need mowing a few 
more times this year. however, sometimes it has 
been a bit difficult arranging a weekly mow, due to 
people being away or unavailable, so a few more 
volunteers would be very welcome for next year. 
Fundraising this year has gone pretty well, with 
donations raised during the street market, including 
from the classic car show, from the collection tins in 
the village shop, tracey’s vintage shop, the bunkbarn 
and the playpark itself, from  sales of James atkin’s 
great new CD (available from the shop), and from 
other generous individuals. we were also lucky to 
receive grants from Clapham parish Council and 
the Roger Stott Community Fund, managed by 
the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust. Funding is 
needed to cover the annual costs of playpark and 
mower insurance, maintenance, and the rospa 
inspection (which the park always passes).
 if you’d like to get involved for a few hours a 
month then please contact me.
   Don Gamble
   Clapham Park Association
   015242 51775





The kingfisher is about the same size as a house 
sparrow with a large head and a long dagger-like 
bill.
 the wings are electric blue in colour and the 
underparts and cheeks are orange. the male has 
an all-black bill and females have a red base to the 
lower bill.
 Usually all you see of a kingfisher is an electric 
blue flash as the bird flies very quickly up or down 
river. Sometimes you will find a kingfisher sitting 
motionless on a branch over the water waiting for 
a fish to swim by, then it will suddenly dive into 
the river and pluck the fish out of the water.
 they nest in a hole in the river bank and their 
territories can range from one to 1.5 kilometres. 
when the young leave the nest they become 
independent and move further afield looking for 
new territories. I have seen a kingfisher several 
times a year on the river wenning near to Clapham 
station, and i have seen them several times along 
Crook Beck. Recently one kingfisher has been 
seen along Clapham Beck in the village. The first 
sighting was on september 2nd and the second 
time a few days later by Gus stewart.
 the majority of swallows and house martins 
have left the local area, but small flocks of both 
can still be seen.
 One swift was seen flying over Clapham on 
september 7th, and chiffchaff can still be heard 
singing, one was heard at ingleborough hall and 
also in the village on september 20th. a single 
whinchat was seen on Newby moor on september 
4th   and a male redstart on the old railway track 
near Nutta Farm on the 28th.
 A late curlew was seen flying over Newby Moor 
and hardacre moss on august 28th and one was 

Wildlife in Clapham

heard calling as it flew over Ingleborough Hall on 
september 20th.
 with the weather being so warm recently, up to 
four painted lady butterflies from southern Europe 
have been seen at the hall.

Tim Hutchinson, Smithy Cottage

On-Site Welding  
Farm Buildings etc.  

4x4 repairs and 
Plant repairs

UNiT 1, DaleS VieW  
OlD rOaD  
ClaPHaM la2 8JH 
Telephone 07779 081388

KEVIN CHaDWICK
Agricultural Engineer

Advice and information for 
older people and their carers 

CHEAPSIDE, SETTLE BD24 9EW 
Tel: 01729 823066 

 registered Charity number: 1141867

NORTH CRaVEN

Now open Sundays 
12 noon to 4pm


