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Christmas in Clapham
The parish of Clapham-cum-Newby enters the 2018 festive
season in fine spirit. Our community shop continues to
thrive and is packed full of seasonal treats to suit all tastes,
Hall Garth has shed its coat of scaffolding and looks
splendid, the primary school enters Christmas with renewed
vigour as does the pub.
It’s such a busy time for all; a chance to celebrate with
old friends and, for those new to our community, the perfect
excuse to make new ones. Here is a run down of what’s
happening: full details can be found in the diary dates on
page five or the church services on page seven.
The Friends of Clapham Primary School get the season
underway with its Christmas Fair on the morning of the first
of the month. A thoroughly entertaining session of
Christmas Bingo can be had at the school in the early
evening of Wednesday 12th before the traditional
Christingle service held in St James’ Church on the
afternoon of the 19th. The staff, Governors and Friends of
Clapham Primary invite everyone to these Christmas
celebrations and hope you can join them.
Christmas is, of course, a time of celebration for all our
churches. Carol services will be held at Newby Chapel on
Sunday 9th, a joint service with the St James’ congregation,
and at St Matthew’s Keasden on the evening of the 23rd.
Both these services will be followed by refreshments. For
those who wish to combine their favourite Christmas carols
with a bit of exercise, there will be carol singing around
Newby on the 19th. Keasden on the 20th and Clapham on
the 22nd. New singers are always very welcome, just turn
up with a torch, a voice and thermal underwear.
There is a crib service at St James’ Clapham on
Christmas Eve followed by communion. A ‘midnight’
communion service is held at Austwick church and at
Keasden on Christmas Day in the morning. Perhaps less
traditional will be a Church in the Pub get together in the
New Inn on the evening of the 30th.

The churches are holding their traditional ‘parish walk’
on January 1st starting at the top of Keasden Head farm track
at 10am or from Keasden Head farm at 10.30am for those
who fancy a shorter walk. The parish walk takes a couple
of hours and reaches a beautiful shooting hut on the edge
of Burn Moor where mulled wine and nibbles fortify the
walkers before the descent.
The Bethel Chapel start the season with a Christmas
lunch on the sixth and have a family fun night, young
people’s celebration, mums and tots special and nativity
service before their Christmas Day service in the morning;
full details on page seven.
Christmas coffee mornings will be held on the 8th in the
Village Hall by Bentham Pet Rescue and on the 15th in St
Matthew’s church in Keasden.
The New Inn has some new faces managing the pub
and hotel who are keen to introduce themselves and meet
the locals. They are throwing a bit of a party on Thursday
13th to which everyone is invited. There will be festive
tipples, nibbles and a sing along; full details on page 10.
For those wishing to start the Christmas break with
some blues and skiffle, Miles Hillbillies perform at the
Clapham café, bunk and bar on Sunday 23rd, full details on
page five.
Santa does, of course, spend his time before Christmas
in Clapham. He stays at Ingleborough Cave and may be
visited between 11am and 4pm on weekend days.
Finally, the newsletter team hope you enjoy this edition
in splendid colour, hopefully, the first of what will be a year
of newsletters in colour. Colour printing for this edition
has been very kindly sponsored by Glencroft. Please read
more about this fine, local business on the back page.

Sponsored by
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Our thanks to the following readers for generously supporting the newsletter with these greetings to their friends

Susan & Norman Stride
Limefold

Isobel Palmer & Flo
Bridge Cottage

Chrissie
Gildersbank

Maureen Lund
Meadow View

Anne Gorner
Park House

John, Lorraine & Fred
Station Road

Margaret & Dennis
Brookside

Mavis, Glenys & Danny
Gilgen

Angie & Andy
Station House

Elizabeth & George Greenbank
Wenning Bank

Eileen & Muffy
Station Road

Martin & Christine Wilcock
Yew Tree Cottages

Liz & Eric
Clareson

Annie
The Beeches

Margery Dowling
Bridge Cottage

Chris & Jess
Honeywood

Rosie & Ray
Park View
Mandy, Melanie & Suzi
Masons Cottage
Richard & Justina
Fall View
Pam
Clapdale Way
Inki & Howard
Jacques Barn
Simon & Angela
Rantree Middle Barn
Philip & Maria
Rosebank Cottages
Val & Eddie
Hill View
Mr & Mrs S Shorrock
Eastview, Settle
Jackie & David
Dalesview Close
Barbara, Nigel Harrison & family
The Beeches

Don, Gillian & Hugh
Sunnybank Cottages
Linda & Colin
Lindens
Vesta Walton
Westavon
Sheila & Stuart
Flying Horseshoe Cottages
Janet & Muppet
Clapdale Way
Ron & Denise Wilson
Tinkers Ford
Gill & Andy
Hawthorns, Newby
Gus & Ann Stewart
Eggshell Lane

Joan
Abbeyfield House, Settle
The Yorkshire Dales
& the Lakes filming team
John, Judith & William &
all the animals at Bleak Bank
John, Diane & Jack
Crooklands B & B
Jane Farrer - visiting
Clapham from end November
Sue & James
Gildersbank
Ken & Brenda
Stonegarth
Elga
Green Bank

George & Ann Sheridan
Dovenanter

Simon, Ruth, Zara, Ben &
Maverick
Beck Cottage

John & Ann Norris
Beckfield House

Chris & Tony Horsewill
Long Barn

Alan, Paula & Connor
Bishopwood

Jane & Richard
Gildersbank

Stuart & Barbara Marshall
Bramall

David & Denise
The Green

Jill, Iain, Chloe & Emily
Old Manor House
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Settle
Chimney Sweep
Services

FRESH, LOCAL ORGANIC FRUIT & VEGETABLES
ORGANIC GROCERIES AND WHOLEFOODS
Come and see our extensive range of organic
produce in our lovely farm shop, or place an
order online with FREE delivery!

4 Craven Terrace
Settle BD24 9DB

o

www.growingwithgrace.org.uk

S

Shop open Tuesday – Saturday 9am-5pm
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Tel. 01729 823683
Mobile. 07815 285321

Home Barn Foods
Lucy Knowles

Fiach Cottage, Feizor, Austwick,
via Lancaster LA2 8DF
Telephone:
01729 825626 or 07738 922 524

NORTH CRAVEN
Advice support and social opportunities
for older people and their carers.

Telephone: 015242 51502
Email: davidinclapham@googlemail.com
Domestic (Denise): 07577 620812 Estate (David): 07974 972615

Cheapside, Settle, BD24 9EW
Tel: 01729 823066
www.ageuk.org.uk/northcraven
Registered Charity number: 1141867
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Diary dates
December
Saturday 1st, 10am to 12pm Christmas Fair, CS
Tuesday 4th, 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, VH
Thursday 6th, 12.30pm Christmas lunch, BC
Friday 7th, 6.30 to 8pm Family Fun Night, BC
Saturday 8th, 10am to 12pm Christmas coffee morning,
Bentham Pet Rescue, VH
Wednesday 12th, 5.30pm for 6pm Christmas Bingo, CS
Wednesday 12th, 7pm WI meeting, VH
Thursday 13th, 7.30pm Christmas Celebration with Crown
Lane Young People, BC
Thursday 13th, 8pm onwards New Inn welcome party
Friday 14th, 9.30 to 11am Mums & Tots Christmas
Special BC
Saturday 15th, 10.30am to 12pm Christmas coffee
morning KC

Wednesday 19th, 2pm Christingle Service CC
Wednesday 19th, 6.30pm Carol Singing in Newby, meet
on the green - adjacent to NMC
Thursday 20th, 6.15pm Carol Singing in Keasden, meet at
church KC
Saturday 22nd, 12pm Carol Singing in Clapham
Sunday 30th, 7pm Church in the Pub, New Inn, Clapham
January
Tuesday 1st, Parish Walk - Keasden Head, meet 10am
track end or 10.30am at the farm
Wednesday 9th, WI meeting, VH
Saturday 19th, Church coffee morning 10am to 12.30pm,
VH
Sunday 20th, Newsletter deadline for February edition
Tuesday 22nd, (tbc) 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, VH
Friday 25th, Burns Night Ceilidh, VH

BC: Bethel Chapel, Cross Haw Lane, LA2 8DZ
CC: Clapham St James’ Church, LA2 8DU
CS: Clapham Primary School, The Green, LA2 8EJ

KC: Keasden Church, LA2 8EU
NMC: Newby Methodist Chapel, Newby LA2 8HT
VH: Clapham Village hall, Cross Haw Lane, LA2 8HR
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Progress on the neighbourhood plan
Among the many priorities, some major items cropped
up time and again:
˗ promoting businesses,
˗ job opportunities at differing levels;
˗ work units and start-up units with adequate parking;
˗ infrastructure for visitors and tourism;
˗ low-cost housing;
˗ the desperate need to support local services such as
school, buses, shops, cafes, pub, churches and existing
leisure facilities such as the tennis court (use it or lose
it);
˗ youth provision;
˗ more adult education opportunities and social activities.
It was clear from some of the suggestions that not
everyone knows just what is already going on in the parish.
We also need to ensure that we capture the views of all
residents, not just those attending the open meetings. The
Neighbourhood Plan steering group is developing a
questionnaire for this purpose. More details will be in the
next newsletter and also on our existing Facebook page and
new Neighbourhood Plan website to be launched in the New
Year.
All of us need to make sure that we read local
noticeboards, get hold of a copy of the Clapham newsletter,
make full use of the admirable facilities of the village hall
and support the neighbourhood plan.
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

The Neighbourhood Plan is moving forward. Recent public
consultation meetings in Newby, Keasden and Clapham
have given an up-to-date picture of the range of issues
which matter most to local residents.
The Neighbourhood Plan is a way of building on all the
tremendous work which was put into compiling the Parish
Plan back in 2008. Very little action resulted from all that
work but the Localism Act of 2011 has given new hope of
progressing the ideas and priorities in that 2008 Plan.
An impressive range of aspirations and ideas came to
light - as well as a few frustrations and complaints. But these
are all grist to the mill, when we think about improving life
in Clapham and its parish. The list is a long one, with too
many to mention here.

YDMT news
Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust was set up to support Dales should be open to everyone, so we’ve helped to
the people, landscape and wildlife of the Dales, and as we’re introduce the area to disadvantaged communities through
based in Clapham we’ve supported numerous projects in our nationally recognised outreach work. Wherever
and around the village over the years. We’ve helped to possible, we use local contractors and businesses so that the
local economy benefits as well.
improve the village hall, playpark and
We’ve brought around £28m into the
community shop, provided grants to local
farmers for drystone wall repairs, supported
Dales through various programmes but
over the last couple of years support has
community-led research, building surveys
mainly been through the YDMT-led
and an archaeology project to find out more
Stories in Stone Landscape Partnership
about Clapham’s rich history, funded the
restoration of woodlands, meadows and
scheme, which is a programme of
community and conservation projects in
historical features, and taken local
the Ingleborough area, funded by the
schoolchildren on exciting trips to the
Heritage Lottery Fund.
countryside on their doorstep.
Enabling residents and visitors to access Clapham School visits Keasden Head Farm
There are a number of ways in which
you can help us to deliver more great
and understand the area better is a key aim,
so we’ve published leaflets to promote nearby family- projects. You could support our recently launched Together
friendly cycling routes and explain the area’s nationally for Trees campaign, which aims to plant 100,000 trees in
important geology, and funded an all-terrain tramper to the Dales, and with Christmas fast approaching you can
make it easier for less mobile people to get to Ingleborough bring a bit of the Dales to your friends and family with
Cave. We’re looking forward to seeing the Cave Rescue YDMT’s festive cards and gifts, including a 2019 calendar,
Organisation’s refurbished information trailer and a new diary, glasses case, jigsaws, shopping bag, local books and
series of interpretation panels along the nature trail - both much more, all featuring stunning Dales scenes.
To find out more visit www.ydmt.org.uk, call 015242
projects will be completed soon.
YDMT believes it’s important to help local young 51002, email info@ydmt.org or pop into the office any time
people to live and work in the area, so we provide during office hours.
apprenticeships and traineeships. We also believe that the
Sarah Pettifer
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Church news

Church services & dates

Calling the midwives: that’s you and me

Anglican Services in December and January

If Jesus was born today what would it be like? Well, Mary
was an ordinary girl, so if it happened today I picture the
angel Gabriel appearing to her at home while she was sitting
reading the TV Quick or tapping her on the shoulder in Aldi.
And Joseph was an ordinary man, a carpenter, a worker
with wood. So if it happened today I picture the angel
Gabriel appearing to him while he was out shop-fitting or
sitting in his van at traffic lights. If Jesus was born today
he would come into the lives of ordinary people like you
and me.
If Jesus was born today Mary wouldn't be worrying
about finding room at the inn: she'd be worrying about
getting a bed at the nearest maternity hospital. Joseph
wouldn't be thinking about hiring a donkey to get her
there: he'd be tidying out the
van, topping up the oil, fixing
that dodgy brake, to make sure
there'd be no problems once
her waters broke. Maybe the
choir of angels would be
singing outside A+E. Maybe a
group of hospital porters
would be the first to hear the
good news.
For today the good news is just the same. The good
news that repents of that old spiteful, violent God intent on
bringing misery to the world and sets our eyes on a loving,
gracious, giving God bringing peace to all who look for it.
The good news shows us God in a vulnerable child born
to an everyday couple in the midst of a complex, conflicted
world. And asks us to be the midwives who do our bit to
bring his new world to birth.
The grown-up Jesus invites us to live with eyes wide
open to the new world he’s creating in the midst of the old
one: ‘This is but the beginning of the birth pangs,’ he once
said. Meaning that our troubled land, our aching world, is
pregnant, expectant of the birth of a new ‘kingdom’ in
which human conflict and its consequences (poverty,
famine, disease) will be no more.
God does come to earth today - inviting all people of
goodwill to embrace our task to nurture this new kingdom
into being. We are the midwives of the new world. We
occupy the tension between the present, troubled, reality,
and the new, transformed, world which he is bringing into
being. And we play our part in bringing it into being through
the way we live our lives. Just as competitiveness, conflict
and violence are learned behaviours, so are love, grace and
peace.
Happy Christmas - and may the love, grace and peace
of God be with you and all your neighbours.
Revd John Davies, Priest in Charge
john.davies@leeds.anglican.org. 01524 805928
More from John at bit.ly/johndavies-talks

Dec 2nd Holy Communion at 11am
9th Holy Communion at 11am
United Carol Service 7pm
at Newby Methodist Chapel
16th Holy Communion at 11am
23rd Holy Communion at 11am
24th Crib Service at 5pm followed
by Holy Communion
30th No service
Jan 6th Holy Communion at 11am
13th Holy Communion at 11am

Clapham

20th Holy Communion at 11am
27th Holy Communion at 11am

Dec

2nd

9th
16th
23rd
25th
30th
Jan 6th
13th
20th
27th

Austwick
Holy Communion at 9.30am
Holy Communion at 9.30am

Holy Communion at 9.30am
Carol Service at 2pm
Crib Service at 3pm
Holy Communion at 11.30pm
Utd. Communion at 10.30am
Three Kings at 9.30am
Morning Prayer at 9.30am
Holy Communion at 6.30pm
Holy Communion at 9.30am
Holy Communion at 9.30am

Keasden

Eldroth

Holy Communion at 11am
No service
No service
Carol Service at 6.45pm
Holy Communion at 11am
No service
Holy Communion at 11am
Holy Communion at 2pm
No service
Evensong at 7pm

Holy Communion at 9.30am
No service
Nativity at 7pm
No service
Holy Communion at 9.30am
No service
Holy Communion at 9.30am
No service
Evensong at 7pm
No service

Bethel Chapel, Cross Haw Lane, Clapham
Dec 6th Christmas lunch with Will & Sue Marsden at 12.30pm
7th Family Fun Night from 6.30 to 8pm
13th Christmas Celebration with Crown Ln Young People 7.30pm
14th Mums & Tots Christmas Special 9.30 to 11am
23rd Nativity Family Service at 11am and Carol Service at 6.30pm
25th Christmas Day Service at 10.30am
Sunday services:
Junior Church 10.15am, Services 11am and 6.30pm
Weekdays:
1st Thursday Senior Citizens at 2pm, (no meeting in January)
3rd Thursday Fellowship at 2pm
4th Thursday Coffee Evening at 7.30pm
Children’s activities
Mums & Tots Friday 9.30 to 11am
Kmotion (primary school aged children) fortnightly Fridays at 6pm
Encounter (9 years and up) fortnightly Fridays at 7.30pm
Methodist Chapel, Newby
Usual service pattern - 1st Sunday in month at 2pm, all other Sundays
at 11am
United Carol Service - Sunday 9th December at 7pm followed by
coffee and mince pies.
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School news
▪ Friday 14th December: Save the Children Christmas
Jumper Day and school Christmas lunch. Pupils, staff
and Governors.
▪ Tuesday 18th December: Whole school trip to Peter Pan
at the Duke’s Theatre Lancaster.
▪ Wednesday 19th December: Christingle Service, 2pm
in church, all welcome.
Finally a reminder
that Mrs Wildman, our
school cook, provides
lunch on the first
Wednesday of each
month for Age UK. If
you know of anyone
who would like to come
into school and enjoy
these occasions please
give the office a call to
find out the details and
arrange this.
To obtain further
information about the
school and about what
is happening currently, please visit our website:
www.claphamcofeschool.co.uk
Katherine Marshall,
Acting Headteacher

The second part of the autumn term is progressing at a quick
pace with lots going on at Clapham Primary School!
Looking back to the end of last half term we were very
busy. At the start of October we celebrated Harvest at
church and the children contributed by reading prayers and
poems. They did this really confidently and I was very
proud of them. We reflected on how lucky the children at
Clapham are to have first-hand experience of harvesting.
Through the Food for Life project children are able to
grow their own fruit and vegetables in school. After the
summer they were able to gather these from the garden and
Miss Rowe has helped them to cook the produce in a variety
of seasonal dishes. To develop this work Miss Rowe has
been successful in securing a grant of £250 from the
Yorkshire Grounds Trust which we will use to develop a
new allotment behind the village shop in order to sell
produce directly from the shop.
We have also had a couple of themed days in school.
We celebrated World Mental Health Day with a nonuniform day to raise funds for Compass Buzz which is an
organisation that provides training to school staff in order
to help them support children’s mental health and
wellbeing. Miss Cawood has recently undertaken training
with them so we can support children whenever they may
need it.
During the day children completed activities to promote
wellbeing. We also celebrated World Poetry Day when the
children wrote their own poems based on the theme of
Autumn.
Y5 spent 4 action packed days up in the Lake District
near to Ullswater accompanied by Miss Cawood. They
enjoyed activities such as hill walking, canoeing and
climbing alongside pupils from other local small schools.
Friends of Clapham School rounded off the half term
with a couple of events for the children, an Autumn Party
after school and on the final day of the half term a cake sale.
We have a really strong group of parents and friends who
are working hard to try to raise much needed funds for
school. There are more events coming up in the coming
weeks.
This half term began with a focus on Remembrance and
Armistice Day. All the children made wonderful poppies
that were displayed in the hall as a visual reminder of the
sacrifices made for us and in our Celebration and Praise
assembly on Friday 9th November the Class 1 children read
out their own prayers to the fallen soldiers.
On Friday, 16th November, we supported Children in
Need with a non-uniform day. We held a yellow raffle and
a Pudsey Bear hunt which all the children enjoyed. On 20th
November we all put our best foot forward for our annual
Welly Walk.
In the next few weeks we will be looking forward to
Christmas at Clapham. Here are a few dates for your diary:
▪ Saturday 1st December: FOCS Christmas Fair, 10am
until 12 noon at school. Everyone welcome.
▪ Wednesday 12th December: Christmas Bingo in the
school hall. Doors open 5.30pm, eyes down at 6pm. All
welcome.

MacMillan coffee morning

Clapham’s newest and oldest residents chatting
at the MacMillan coffee morning held at Hall Garth Barn.
Photo: Ken Pearce

Children in Need coffee morning
On 26th October, Aimee and Erin Sinclair held a coffee
morning at Clapham Village Hall. Erin made cakes and
biscuits to sell and there was also a book stall, jams and
chutneys, and gift boxes containing a variety of sweets. We
raised £512.71 for Children in Need and would like to thank
all who supported the event.
Aimee & Erin
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The Cave Rescue Organisation
Caving saw a dramatic rise in popularity in the early involved dozens of people and could easily have taken a
decades of the twentieth century and the tough new breed week if the cavers hadn’t been found (alive and well, but
of cavers was drawn to this area’s limestone potholes. marooned at the bottom of a dead-end shaft) at the end of
Accidents were inevitable as they explored
the first day.
ever more challenging passages in their tweed
We work closely with other emergency
jackets and armed with hemp ropes. Matters
services as was demonstrated recently when
came to a head in October 1934 when a
an air ambulance ferried CRO members to
rockfall in Gingling Hole on Fountains Fell
the summit of Pen-Y-Ghent to assist a
broke Reg Weetman’s leg. His companions
walker with a back injury. Once stabilised
had to rely on other cavers staying in the area
and “packaged”, the casualty was flown
and the intrepid Dr O’Connor, who applied a
down to a waiting ambulance.
plaster cast to the leg underground. Following
The summer months are our busiest but
this 24 hour ad-hoc rescue, the Central Rescue
we train all year round and remain ready to
Organisation was formed, the world’s first
respond at any time. Twice in recent years
cave rescue team. Later, it was renamed the
we’ve been called away from turkey and
Cave Rescue Organisation – or CRO for short.
roast potatoes to attend incidents on
Subsequent years saw CRO assume an
Christmas Day.
additional mountain rescue role. Improved
All team members are unpaid volunteers
equipment and techniques were developed but, The CRO assist in the recovery of a and we rely on the generosity of the public
without a permanent home, logistics remained
climber on Malham Cove to keep CRO running. One of our biggest
a challenge. It was a huge benefit when, in 1974, CRO fund-raising activities is the “CRO Challenge”. This
moved into “The Depot” in Clapham. Since then, we’ve sponsored event, starting in Clapham, gives participants the
been warmly welcomed into village life and are proud to choice of 26 or 12 mile routes around some of the best
be part of the community.
scenery in the Dales. Details of the 2019 Challenge – which
Mountain rescues now form the bulk of our work but will be held on Saturday 19th May - are available at
cave rescues remain some of the most challenging. A recent www.cro.org.uk/the-cro-challenge.
search of the vast Three Counties system on Leck Fell
Peter Maxwell, CRO
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Take a moment
As we approach the end of the year it can be an opportune
moment to reflect on events and happenings. My first
thought is that the years never went this fast when I was at
school and my second is, how does Christmas start so early?
One of the biggest single factors in the day to day
running of any farm is the weather and this year has been
no different. It’s nearly always a hot topic round the auction
sale ring come rain or shine. Often it
decides the agenda of the day, for
instance no sheep shearing or hay
making on a wet day but the animal
medicine record book can be brought up
to date or the dairy can have a long
overdue spring clean. Incidentally, a
spring clean can happen at any time of
year but especially if the farm assurance
visit is due. This year the weather will
go down as “not so bad” or “could’ve
been worse” which is high praise indeed
from an old farmer, who, when told his
wife had just been safely delivered of a
baby son replied “I wondered why
t`dinner was late”. I used to work for that
chap and he always said every woman
loves to hear those three little words on
Christmas Day “is t`dinner ready?”
Even in our parish the weather
affects farms in different ways. For instance Bleak Bank is
on the limestone so has only shallow soils, those dry weeks
through May and June meant the grass went brown and was
effectively “burnt off” leaving our cows relying on the
peasant farmer supplementing the grass with silage. In
Keasden where the soil is deeper and heavier the water is
retained and the dry weather suits grass growth.
In autumn the situation is reversed, and the shallow soil
of Bleak Bank can mean cows staying outside almost into
winter as the ground is drier and less likely to poach
(damage) whereas a farm with heavier wetter soil is more
prone to poaching so winter starts a few weeks earlier.
Grass grew remarkably well in the late summer which
allowed us to take a second cut of silage to bulk up supplies
that were looking light due to the slow spring growth. It had
both cows and peasant looking nervously at the store.

Without the extra silage we were looking at buying more
feed or selling some cows. Even now we have some cattle
still outside enjoying the dry late Autumn which is
shortening the winter for them (and us).
We bought in our usual wagon loads of straw in August
to see us through the winter. Straw is a by-product of arable
farming. It is left behind by the combine when the grain is
harvested, where it is baled and then
sold. Straw is now also used as fuel in
power stations and many hundreds of
tonnes a day are consumed as it helps
the power stations meet their
renewable energy targets. It also
pushes the price out of reach of the
average peasant farmer simply
because of the buying power of
industry. I hardly dare ask the price
and told our supplier that “gentlemen
don’t discuss money.” Different straw
has different qualities, for instance
wheat straw tends to be shorter and
more brittle so is ideal for bedding,
whereas barley straw is longer and is
good to feed to calves. With its high
fibre it moves slowly through the body
and helps the rumen to develop. Pea
straw is also a reasonable quality feed
for cattle as it can still contain the pea pods which have a
good level of protein.
This winter Billy the bull will move on (haven’t told
him yet) as he has been here for nearly three years, his
daughters are now growing up and there could be a danger
of incest taking place, which is frowned upon generally, or
as my mother calls it “incense”. He will be advertised in
Bentham mart and hopefully move to pastures new. Bulls
tend to be a bit like men. The older they get the more bad
tempered they become so having an old or middle aged bull
is not for everyone. If we can’t find him a new home he will
go to the meat pie factory. I haven’t told him that either.
So, we look forward to winter with our usual mixture
of optimistic pessimism. On that note, Happy Christmas…
John Dawson
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The shop is full of festive goodies and locally made gifts.
We also have an array of calendars, cards and decorations.
You can order hampers, wreaths and handmade fruit Christmas cakes.
We also take orders for bread, pastries,
Dales butchers meat, vegetables, cream & milk throughout December.
Come and see us soon!

Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri: 8am – 5.30pm
Thu: 8am – 6.30pm
Sat: 8am – 1.30pm,
Sun: 8.30am - 1.30pm
Wed 2 Jan: normal opening hours

Christmas Eve (Mon): 8am - 2.30pm
Christmas & Boxing Day & Thu 27: closed
Fri 28: 8am - 5.30pm
Sat 29: 8am – 1.30pm, Sun 30: 8.30am - 1.30pm
Mon 31: 8am - 2.30pm
New Year’s Day (Tues): closed
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Main Street, Clapham, LA2 8DP
Tel. (015242) 51524
info@claphamvillagestore.co.uk
www.claphamvillagestore.co.ukI

Parish Council news

Wildlife in Clapham

23rd

The Parish Council met on the evening of
October,
2018 with five members of the public and a police
representative in attendance.
A number of issues were raised and discussed in the
public participation section of the meeting including tipping
of builders waste, parking, and the speed limit on the A65
between Clapham and Newby. Informal actions were agreed
in relation to the waste and parking matters. The speed limit
on the A65 had also been discussed at a recent earlier
meeting and a subsequent approach to the local traffic area
had resulted in an indication that there was no support for
any alteration from either them or the police.
A police report was received. Recent incidents in the
parish dealt with by the police included two road traffic
collisions on the A65, a dog bite in Clapdale Woods and a
theft of sheep.
In relation to highways matters it was noted that
persistent dangerous cycling on Reebys Lane had been
brought to the attention of the police and that a blocked
drain on Church Avenue, Clapham had been twice reported
to North Yorkshire County Council who had undertaken to
remedy the problem. It was also noted that there had been
major re-surfacing work on Keasden Road above the
crossroads and that two defective street lights in Newby had
been repaired.
The meeting was informed that work to restore the
ornamental drinking fountain on Riverside, Clapham is
ongoing. Updates were also received in relation to the
hyper-fast broadband project, which is entering its closing
stages, and the neighbourhood planning initiative.
Plans were finalised for the holding of a beacon to
commemorate the end of the First World War. This will be
held at Bowland Knotts at 7pm on Sunday 11th November,
2018 and all are welcome to attend.
The Council gave some consideration to its budget for
the next financial year. This will be finalised at the next
meeting.
A number of planning matters were considered. The
Council opposed an application for change of use to site
nine holiday lodges at the former railway goods yard near
to Clapham Station. It supported an application to extend
the gravel drive at Hall Garth, Clapham. It was noted that
applications for permission for other works at Hall Garth
and to display signage on the Nature Trail had been
approved by the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority.

The next Parish Council meeting will be in the Village hall
on Tuesday 4th December 2018 at 7.30pm. Everyone is
welcome to attend. The Parish Clerk & Responsible
Financial Officer Nigel Harrison can be contacted by email:
njhar1957@gmail.com or telephone 015242 51165
For more information on the work of the parish council visit the
parish council page at www.claphamyorkshire.co.uk Information on
the website includes a list of councillors, their contact details,
councillors’ interests and minutes of past meetings.

Twite – Carduelis flavirostris
The twite is a small finch, smaller than a house sparrow,
which has brown upper parts, pale streaky under parts, and
a very small, pale yellow bill. It is mainly a ground feeder
whereas other finches will feed on thistle seeds, in trees and
shrubs. The majority of the
other finches come to
garden feeders. Twite
breed
in
northern
Scotland, on Orkney,
Shetland and the west
coast of Ireland. There is a
small population breeding
in the northern Pennines.
The twite from northern Scotland and the Pennines migrate
south for the winter whilst the rest stay around their
breeding areas: flocks also migrate south and south west
out of northern Europe. The wintering birds usually gather
in small flocks around our coasts, near salt marshes where
they can feed on the seeds. Flocks can be found between
Cockerham, S. Lancashire and Walney Island, Cumbria.
This year there have been large numbers of twite on the east
coast - probably from northern Europe - and there have been
reports of small flocks at inland sites.
On 18th November a flock of twenty flew south-east
over Hardacre Moss and Newby Moor. They seemed to land
on the latter but I could not locate the flock later. This is
not a new bird for the area (they used to be fairly common
in the Moughton, Swathmoor, and Ribblehead areas). I have
occasionally found single birds with linnets and goldfinches
on Hardacre Moss and Newby Moor in the past 25 years,
but this flock of twite is the largest I have seen locally.
The last swallows to be seen were three over
Ingleborough Hall on 21st September, and the last house
martin was seen over Clapham on 13th October. One
chiffchaff is still being seen or heard calling with a tit flock
at Ingleborough Hall and there were two chiffchaffs at
Riverbank Cottage orchard on 14th October. One juvenile
blackcap was seen at Ingleborough Hall between 28th
September - 1st October, and one male blackcap was seen
there in early November.
Very large flocks of fieldfares and redwings have been
seen locally from end October through November due to
the good berry crop on the hawthorns, blackthorns and
rowans. Four bramblings were present at Ingleborough Hall
up to 9th November and one was heard calling at Riverbank
Cottage orchard on the 18th. A kingfisher has been seen
flying along the Wenning from the orchard, and it, or
another, has been seen flying down Clapham Beck from
Brokken Bridge.
Ken Pearce reported two adult and two juvenile grey herons
feeding in the fields behind his house: he usually sees one
feeding there but this is the first time he has seen a group
together. Chris and Jess Hart found a flock of about twenty
golden plovers on the summit of Ingleborough on 18th
October.
Tim Hutchinson,
Smithy Cottage
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Bridge Cottage B&B

Searching for a Christmas gift? Gift vouchers for any
amount now available.
Five-star rated. Two double bedrooms with en suite
shower plus one superking/twin with ensuite bath and
separate shower. From £40 per person. Home-baking.
Great choice of cooked breakfasts, all freshly made
from local produce. All diets catered for. Dog-friendly.

Telephone 015242 51506
www.bridgecottageclapham.co.uk
Station Road, Clapham LA2 8DP
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A hush hush visit to Clapham
16th/17th

The
October 2018 saw an anniversary pass by forgotten by many and unknown to more! It was 60 years
since the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh stayed
overnight aboard the Royal Train in the sidings at Clapham
Station.
Some readers will remember the security when Prince
Charles arrived by Royal Train on Tuesday 22nd March
2005 at Clapham to visit the Millennium Trust: this was
nothing compared to the organising that went on in 1958 to
arrange the overnight stay.
The Queen and Prince Phillip were travelling from Perth
to London on the Royal Train. They had called at Carlisle
on 16th October, leaving there at 4.45pm, and arriving at
Clapham at 6.48pm. Meanwhile the local railway staff at
Clapham, headed by their 37 year old Station Master, Mr
Peter Colton had received their detailed instructions several
weeks earlier. The Royal Train was to be stabled in the West
Siding: this was a long road which ran almost the full length
of the yard down the western edge towards the bridge which
gives access over the line to Hazel Hall. Four stand pipes
were to be set up between the West Siding and No.3 siding
to provide water for the stabled train. Sanitary pans would
be sent from Wolverton Works, where the Royal Train was
based, to the Station Master at Clapham and if they weren't
received by 10th October he had to let them know! The
District Engineer from Lancaster was in charge to organise
the placing of the said pans under the Train and their
removal 15 minutes before the train was to depart! While
Staff briefing note

the Royal Train was at Clapham, no trains were allowed to
use the Ingleton Branch and the police closed the road from
the Station past Nutta. Officers were stationed all around.
All railway staff and locals living nearby had a
numbered pass. Mr Fred Price, my great uncle, was the
Signalman working the 10pm-6am shift in the box: he had
pass no. 15 and had a policeman with him all night. There
were police dog patrols and a fire unit from Bentham on
hand all night, along with a mobile canteen, and they all
stayed until the Royal Train left the next morning.
The train was pulled from Carlisle by 2 Class 5 steam
locomotives. These needed servicing when the train arrived
at Clapham, so at 6.07pm a Class 8 steam locomotive
arrived at Clapham chimney first from Hellifield loco shed
and went to wait in the West Siding. At 6.48pm the Royal
Train pulled onto the Up mainline from the Ingleton Branch
and came to a stand at the Up Main Starting Signal which
was just beyond the Viaduct towards Eldroth. The Class 8
locomotive then backed out of the West Siding, over 5 sets
of points, and was coupled onto the rear of the Royal Train.
The 2 locomotives on the front were then uncoupled and
the Royal Train was drawn off the mainline over the same
5 sets of points into the West Siding. All this was done with
hand signalmen and after each movement all the points were
clipped and scotched so no derailments could happen! 15
minutes were allowed for all of that and by 7.03pm the train
was parked for the night.

(Continued on page 20)
Fred Price’s permit
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The newsletter is a community initiative which shares
news, announcements and items of interest. It is funded
mainly from advertising revenue and volunteers
fundraising. It relies on volunteers to get it together and
distributed.
The intention is that it’s both ‘for you’ and ‘by you’, so
we rely on submissions from readers and the village
institutions which make up our community.
The next edition is due out at the beginning of February.
Copy deadline: Sunday, 20 January 2019.
Articles should be around 300 words and, if possible,
accompanied by a high resolution photograph. For
further details contact Andy.
The newsletter is distributed free to the communities
of Clapham, Newby and Keasden. Copies are available
in the Village Store and local churches. If you would like
to help with distribution in your patch - do get in touch.
Electronic versions are displayed on the Clapham Village
website thus increasing the audience by potentially
large numbers.
Contact: Andy Scott
Email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com
Advertisements
To advertise in six editions (one year) the costs are:
1/8 page - £17.50 : 1/4 page - £35.00
1/2 page - £70.00 : Full page - £140.00

TEATIME VINTAGE

Contact Judith for further details.

Curios, Collectables & Creations

Colour printing
We are able to print in colour thanks to generous
sponsors.

Vintage Heaven
in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales
Tracey Bilton
Home Barn
Church Avenue
Clapham
LA2 8EQ

December 2018 edition thanks to:

We would love to hear from you if you, or your business,
would like to advertise or sponsor colour printing in a
future edition.

015242 51804
07534 302135

Contact: Judith Dawson
Email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

Teatimevintage14@gmail.com
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Commemoration of the Armistice
100th

Thank you

The
Anniversary of the end of the First World War
was well marked in Clapham and Keasden churches.
Saint Matthew’s, Keasden
Keasden church marked the Armistice centenary with
a well-attended service where those lost and those who
returned were remembered with gratitude. The church was
beautifully decorated and the church bell was rung to signal
our continued hope for peace.
Saint James’s, Clapham
In Clapham the church bells were rung half muffled
before
the
service.
The
congregation gathered outside the
church for the 2 minutes silence,
the reading of the names of the
fallen and the laying of a wreath
by Colin Price, Chairman of the
Parish Council.
The church itself was
decorated with hundreds of knitted
poppies as well as arrangements of
fresh flowers and other displays.
These included information
provided by Ken Pearce which
gave details of those who had
fallen during the war as well as those who had served and
returned. Ken Pearce’s book ‘Clapham Answers the Call to
Arms’ was available in church for those wanting to find out
more. (Copies are still available and the cost is £3).
During the day the bell-ringers were once again in
evidence, ringing the bells ‘open’ to commemorate the
1,400 bell-ringers lost in the First World War. During the
afternoon over a hundred people gathered in church to view
the displays, enjoy a cup of tea and sing along together some
songs from the war.
Thanks go to everyone who contributed to making this
such a special weekend, from those involved in knitting
poppies to arranging flowers, decorating the church,
ringing the bells and organising the Sunday afternoon
gathering - all of which were impressive and well received
by the many people who came into church that weekend.
Sue Mann
The lighting of
a beacon to
commemorate
the end of the
First World
War at the
Bowland
Knotts.

Poppy Appeal
I'm delighted to report that we raised £621.27
Just amazing! Thanks to all the generous donations.
Sandra, Beckside Yarns

A big thank you to everyone who generously supported our
coffee morning on 10 November.
We raised £421.80 for Bentham & District Pet Rescue
and Rosie raised £125 for Derian House Children’s
Hospice.
It was lovely to see you all!
Kristen & Rob Bullock

Spicy treacle & ginger traybake

INGREDIENTS
For the cake
▪ 225g (8 oz) soft margarine
▪ 175g (6 oz) light brown sugar
▪ 200g (7 oz) black treacle
▪ 300g (11 oz) self-raising flour
▪ 2 teaspoons baking powder
▪ 1 level teaspoon ground mixed spice
▪ 4 eggs
▪ 4 tablespoons milk
▪ 3 chunks stem ginger from a jar, finely chopped
For the icing and topping
▪ 75g (3 oz) icing sugar
▪ 3 tablespoons stem ginger syrup from the jar
▪ 3 chunks stem ginger from a jar, finely chopped
METHOD
1. Preheat the oven to 180ºC/Fan 160ºC/Gas 4. Line a
shallow traybake tin about 30 × 23cm (12 × 9 in) with
greaseproof paper and grease well.
2. Measure all the ingredients for the cake into a large
bowl and mix until well blended. Pour into the
prepared tin.
3. Bake in the preheated oven for about 35-40 minutes,
until springy to touch. Remove from the oven and
allow to cool a little. Lift cake out of the tin and
remove paper. Allow to cool.
4. To make the icing, mix together the icing sugar and
syrup. Pour over the cake while still warm, and
sprinkle with the chopped stem ginger. Cut into
slices.
Clapham with Horton W.I.
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Settle Country Store
11 Sowarth Field Ind. Estate, Settle, BD24 9AF
Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Settle

Agricultural Supplies
Animal Feed
Animal Health
Equestrian
Country Clothing
Fencing & Gate supplies

WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!
THE ONE-STOP SHOP
Complete and partial rewires, electrical check on existing installations.
Small appliance testing.
Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for chest freezers,
larder fridges, washing machines, tumble dryers, dishwashers, cookers,
microwaves and vacuum cleaners.

BRIGHTEN UP YOUR HOME

01729 815070
David: 07538 289866 or Rosie: 07398 117269
Email: settlecountrystore@outlook.com

Our lighting showroom will give you all the latest ideas, we offer a free
design service with installation if required.
Telephone: 01729 823423 Email: harrisonandcross@gmail.com

On-site welding
JLL Plumbing and Heating Engineers are gas
safe and LPG/Natural gas registered.
We are based in Ingleton and offer a wide
range of plumbing and heating services

Plant repairs
Vehicle repairs
Tyres & exhausts
Wax oil treatment

Call us: 01524 813 333
Website: www.jllplumbing.co.uk
Email: enquiries@jllplumbing.co.uk

Unit 1, Dales View, Old Road, Clapham, LA2 8JH
Telephone: 07779 081388
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Village hall news

We did it!

Many of you who use the hall will have noticed our superb
new heating system. We now have a new reliable and
efficient boiler and new radiators that conform to all the
current regulations. The system is controlled remotely via
an application on a mobile phone, Kathy and I have the
application, so we can make sure that the heat is on as and
when it is needed. It is essential that users do NOT turn off
individual radiators, (should it be too hot) just turn the
thermostat down either in the hall or the supper room. If
you turn off the radiators the next group won’t have any
heat!! The new glass sealed units were installed a few
months ago so we are now getting the benefit from this
improvement. The roofers are well under way with
replacing the roof
this will be finished
in the next week or
so. Sadly, there have
been few snags
which
have
increased the initial
estimated costs by
nearly £1000.00. It
Work on replacing the roof well underway.
Photo: Andy Scott is hoped that the
decorator will start
very soon but it is doubtful that it will be finished by
Christmas.
We had a very successful quiz that was masterfully
managed by Stuart and Barbara Marshall. We raised £750,
which was a magnificent achievement. Thanks go to them,
and Lorraine, Barbara and Jackie for cooking the main
course and to the many good people who made the desserts,
not forgetting other volunteers and our bar staff - the
Coultherd family. The next event is the Burns Night Ceilidh
which will be on 25th January. Tickets will be available from
the village shop after Christmas but please get these early
as we ran out last time! We have a live band, the Batty Moss
Ceilidh band, returned by popular demand, Scottish dress
is optional.
We are also planning to re run the successful Domino
Drive, and fish and chip supper (veggie option available)
in early March (date still to be confirmed). Further details
to follow.
Last October saw the Annual General Meeting of the
Village Hall Committee. We would like to thank Alan
Woodhouse who has been our chairman for many years but
stood down at the meeting. I also stepped down as treasurer,
and Judith Dawson as vice chairman. I was elected as the
new Chairman, Angie Martin as vice chairman and Libby
Morrison as treasurer. Kathy Hall and Lorraine Wildman
stayed on in their roles on the committee as booking
secretary and honorary secretary respectively.
The Christmas decorations will soon be put up, and
some of the lights have seen better days, so if anyone has a
good set of lights going spare, they would be gratefully
received. Finally, I would like to thank all of YOU, our
great community, for supporting your hall and thank our
small group of volunteers who give their time so generously.
David Kingsley

Photo: Harry Pinkerton, Settle Photographic Group

When your newsletter team decided to hold a coffee
morning at the village hall, we could never have imagined
how well we would be supported. While this random bunch
of optimists made lists and tried to get organised, offers of
raffle prizes, cakes and general help began to pour in.
We had asked for you to get behind our ambition to go
full colour for every edition for a year. The fact that we
achieved the target for fundraising to make that possible
perhaps shows you think it’s a good idea? Or perhaps you
just fancied cake, coffee and a chat? Either way, we thank
you, all of you, so many of you, for all you did, both on the
day and behind the scenes.
Our journey into colour has begun. We hope you like
it. And we hope to see you same time next year for more
coffee and cake!
Isobel Palmer

St James’s church
Many thanks to all who attended and contributed in any
way to the Bacon Butty Morning on Saturday November
17th to make it such a successful and enjoyable occasion.
Sue Mann
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Settle Photographic Group
Monday 3 December - ‘Ymir’s Bones’ by Gary Waidson
www.waylandscape.co.uk
Monday 17 December - Christmas Jacob’s Join
Monday 7 January - The Bigger Picture - Making prints for
exhibitions.
Monday 21 January - Ask the Expert A video presentation
on judging pictures. Gallery: "Best of 2018".
Tuesday 22 January - 10.30 Kirkby Malham
Visit to Kirkby Malham Church
Meetings take place at 7.30pm at Townhead Court, Settle.
For more info go to www.settlephotos.org

Glencroft

Richard, Justina and Edward Sexton at a recent trade exhibition.

Glencroft is the brand name of Richard Sexton & Co. First
established in 1987 by Richard and Justina Sexton, we’re
the business based in the converted cow barn opposite the
New Inn. We are a small family business now into our
second generation - only four or five more generations
needed until we catch up with some of our local farmers!
Both as a business and individuals we’re proud to be
part of the community of this unique part of the Dales and
are very happy to support the newsletter. As a woolly
jumper brand, it’s appropriate we’ve gone for the December
edition!
Anyone who’s chatted to Richard will definitely know
a little bit about us, but may not know how we navigate the
old fashioned world of the wool and sheepskin industry.
While we have our door open to visitors and locals on
weekdays and love to chat all things sheep, our main
day-to-day business is trade – in practical terms that means
producing our own Glencroft branded range of products
primarily in the UK and supplying those to shops, internet
retailers and mail order companies nationally and
internationally as far as Japan, Canada and the USA.

At 7.10pm, the 2 Class 5
locomotives left Clapham,
arriving at Hellifield loco shed at 7.37pm to be cleaned,
coaled and watered ready for the next day. In the morning,
these 2 locomotives left Hellifield at 7.20am. Arriving at
Clapham tender first at 7.45am,they came to a stand in the
Down Platform then had to set back over the cross over road
onto the Up Mainline. Finally, they set back over the
junction onto the Royal Train in the West Siding, coupledup and departed for Leeds at 8.52am. The Class 8

(Continued from page 15)

You may have seen Richard’s trusty Volvo zipping
around the village. If it’s not full of stock from local mills
or factories it’s full of samples as we try and visit all our
customers in person every year.
We make everything from sheep – either knitted, woven
or from genuine sheepskin. Whilst we’d love to cut out the
middle men and deal directly with our local farmers, there
are many processes involved before a sheep on
Ingleborough becomes a sheepskin rug or woollen jumpers.
We’ve used over 75 tonnes of wool in the past 30 years,
that’s equivalent to over 25,000 sheep! Fleeces are sorted
by softness and texture, rather than breed, by the British
Wool Marketing Board in Bradford. From there it goes
through several processes including scouring (cleaning and
degreasing) and spinning. We work with knitwear
manufacturers in
Manchester
to
make a variety of
jumpers using the
finished yarn. The
wool we use is
most likely from
lowland
sheep
breeds as it will be
slightly softer than
those
hardy
Dalesbreds who
need a coarser
fleece to protect
Glencroft’s converted cow barn warehouse in
them against the
Clapham
elements. This is more likely to end up in carpets.
Sheepskin meanwhile is a by-product of the meat
industry. We take about 150 semi-processed sheepskins per
week from the last remaining UK sheepskin tannery which
Richard then finishes by hand. Visit during the week when
we have a new batch in and Richard will happily show you
how.
Glencroft

locomotive which had been on the train all night left for
Hellifield Shed at 9.20am.
A lot of locals and children from Clapham and
Austwick gathered on the platform to see the Queen leave.
Mr Eddie Percy from Settle was there to film the train leave
as well but, sadly, no one saw the Queen though the Duke
did look out as the train left Clapham.
The Queen arrived at Leeds at 10am to visit local
industry and the Leeds Centenary Music Festival, and then
finally got back to London the next day.
Colin Price

The cover photograph of Brokken Bridge in the snow was kindly provided by Isobel Palmer.
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