
You probably saw, on the front page of The Craven Herald,
a feature about a man from Clapham who has been awarded
the MBE.  You may well have wondered why you don't
know him if he has done so much to deserve the honour.
A week or two ago Lynda Christian
was doing one of her regular shifts in
the shop when somebody glanced at
the paper and asked her if she knew
who the man was.  "I hope so," she
replied.  "He's my husband!"

The reason why Brian Christian is
not more widely known is that he lives
in Japan where he is Principal of The
British School in Tokyo.  He only
returns to our village for school
holidays but we shall see more of him
in the future because he will retire this
summer.  Brian was born and brought
up in The Isle of Man where he
attended King William's College
before going to Cambridge University. He began his
teaching career back at his former school and then went to
Gloucester.  His next post was deputy head at Giggleswick
where Lynda was his secretary and this was followed by
headships at Liverpool College, Shanghai, Singapore and
Tokyo.  It was during his time at Giggleswick that his first

wife died.  A year or two into his reign in Liverpool he was
seeking an admissions registrar and was doubtless delighted
that Lynda applied because he knew how able she was and
by this time she had relevant experience in a similar post at

her own school.  He appointed her and
some time later they appointed each
other husband and wife.

Brian's several headships are a
clear indication of his success and his
work in Tokyo has won much praise.
He is passionate about encouraging
responsible behaviour and teaching
values such as tolerance which are
essential in a school representing sixty
nationalities.  Astonishingly he has
found the time, energy and inspiration
to raise enough money to set up a
school in rural Cambodia for
impoverished children who would
otherwise have no school to attend and

he has released some members of staff to advise and teach
in the new school. Part of his reward when he went there
was that he experienced the delight of sleeping in a
hammock slung under the school and the joys of washing
in the river attended by snakes and leeches.

(Continued on page 3)
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Brian Christian

At the end of the last academic year, our Chair of Governors
wrote a piece for the newsletter that highlighted the
difficulties the school was facing, along with some possible
solutions to the issues. One of the main drives for the school
to continue to provide a service to our children was the
appointment of a new Executive Headteacher from the start
of the next school year.  Unfortunately, lack of success with
this has resulted in the School facing increasing financial
difficulties. As many of you may have heard, regretfully,
the Governors have been left with no other option than to
ask the County Council to consider a proposal to begin a
public consultation to cease to maintain Clapham C of E
(VC) Primary School from 31st August 2019. As you will
understand, this decision has been a very difficult one and

we recognise that this is an unsettling time for everyone in
the school and wider community.  At this point it is
important to understand that this does not automatically
mean that the school will close and is a way of seeking
thoughts and opinions from the wider community. The
proposal initiates a formal process, which incorporates a
prescribed timeline, and it is important to understand that
nothing is decided until that process is complete. Also, it
can be halted at any point if a solution has been identified.
To assist in your understanding of the process and the points
at which your involvement would be welcomed, the
Governors thought it would be useful to outline the timeline
for the consultation:

(Continued on page 3)
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Diary dates
February
Saturday 16th Bumper Jumble Sale 10am -12 noon VH.
Tuesday 26th Parish Council meeting 7.30pm VH
Saturday 23rd Church coffee morning 10am -12 noon VH.
March
Wednesday 20th Newsletter deadline
Saturday 23rd Church coffee morning 10am -12 noon VH.

VH: Clapham Village hall, Cross Haw Lane, LA2 8HR

He worries understandably
about returning to a country which seems to be becoming
more and more inward looking and isolationist but looks
forward to spending more time on his numerous hobbies
and interests which include walking, wild life, conservation,
watching sport and writing for magazines.  I expect my P45
from our editor as soon as Brian comes back.  More
ominously, he threatens to improve his limited talents as a
saxophone player so his neighbours, Ruth and Simon, will
soon be seeking donations towards the cost of sound
insulation.  As a proud Manxman he is tempted to celebrate
retirement by investing in a tattoo featuring the three legs
of Man so that his sons are not seen as the only cool men
in the family.  There are several trendy retired men in the
village who may follow suit.

Stuart Marshall

(Continued from page 1)

▪ On 7th  January 2019 North Yorkshire County Council
(NYCC) published a forward plan for a meeting of the
NYCC Executive which included the item:
“To seek approval to begin a public consultation on a
proposal to cease to maintain Clapham CE VC Primary
School from 31 August 2019.”

At 6pm on the same day a Parents Meeting was held in
school to inform parents of this.

▪ On 5th February a meeting of an Executive Board of
members will meet at NYCC to consider, based on the
information provided, whether the consultation for
closure should begin and proceed.

▪ If the decision is to go ahead with the process of
consultation for closure then a six week period of
consultation will begin. During this period a public
meeting will be held in school for anyone who wishes
to attend. The date of this will be confirmed after 5th

February.
▪ Once the consultation period is over, another meeting

will then be held of the Executive Board of members
at NYCC in April 2019 where the panel will consider
the documentation submitted during the consultation.
At this point the consultation process may cease as a
result of the evidence/viewpoints gathered during the
consultation period or the process may continue to a
second period of wider consultation.

▪ Again the panel will meet once the second period of
consultation is over and a final decision about whether
the school will remain open or whether it is to close
will be made on 25th June 2019.

▪ If a decision is reached to close the school it will close
on 31st August 2019 meaning that it will close to pupils
at the end of the Summer Term 2019.
We would all ask that you support the school’s children,

their families, the Staff and Governors at this difficult time
to achieve a dignified outcome to this process.

The School Governors

(Continued from page 1)
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Playpark news
At this time of year the playpark doesn’t get used much and
there isn’t much maintenance needed, but in anticipation of
better weather here’s an early appeal for others to get
involved in managing the playpark.

The park needs a weekly mow between April and
October but sometimes volunteer availability and good
weather don’t coincide. If a cut is missed it can mean that
the playpark looks uncared for but it also makes it more
difficult to cut the next time. Having a few more people on
hand would help us keep on top of it.

Most of the mowing is done by James Atkin, John
Nelson and me. Ann Stewart helps maintain the roadside
wall, while other jobs that need doing include emptying the
bin (done for several years by Lisa Clark) and litter picking.
Counting the loose change from the collection tins takes a
fair bit of time as well!

 Some of us think we’ve done our bit so it would be
really good if parents (or grandparents) of children who use
the playpark now could help. If you want to see this great
asset for the village kept in good order and can spare a bit
of time then let me know.

Many help in another important way – through raising
much-needed funds to cover the significant annual costs of
insurance, equipment maintenance, RoSPA inspection, etc.
Thanks to David and Jackie Kingsley, Annie Farrer,
Richard Sexton, Barbara Marshall and Darren for making
donations or raising funds recently.

Also to anyone who’s put coins in one of the collection
tins in the village store, the bunkbarn, Tea Time Vintage
and the playpark.

Don Gamble, Clapham Park Association
015242 51775 or claphamplaypark@gmail.com

The neighbourhood plan
The steering group has been working very hard both in the
run up to Christmas and immediately afterwards. The Parish
has been awarded a substantial grant from Locality to
provide a website, analyse data from the forthcoming survey
and facilitate a consultation exercise in the spring.

The website (www.claphamplan.net) is live now and
every household in the parish should be receiving one of
our survey forms shortly. The survey is vital because it will
form the evidentiary basis for the Neighbourhood Plan.
Please take the time to complete it.

The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
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Home Barn Foods
Lucy Knowles

Fiach Cottage, Feizor, Austwick,
via Lancaster LA2 8DF

Telephone:
01729 825626 or  07738 922 524

Settle
Chimney Sweep
Services
4 Craven Terrace
Settle BD24 9DB

Tel. 01729 823683
Mobile. 07815 285321Supplier of pots, cowls & bird nets

NORTH CRAVEN

Advice support and social opportunities
for older people and their carers.

Cheapside, Settle, BD24 9EW
Tel: 01729 823066

www.ageuk.org.uk/northcraven
Registered Charity number: 1141867

FRESH, LOCAL ORGANIC FRUIT & VEGETABLES
ORGANIC GROCERIES AND WHOLEFOODS

Come and see our extensive range of organic
produce in our lovely farm shop, or place an

order online with FREE delivery!
www.growingwithgrace.org.uk

Shop open Tuesday – Saturday 9am-5pm

Telephone: 015242 51502
Email: davidinclapham@googlemail.com

Domestic (Denise): 07577 620812  Estate (David): 07974 972615

mailto:davidinclapham@googlemail.com
mailto:davidinclapham@googlemail.com
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Parish Council news
Meeting of 4th December, 2018
There were two members of the public present. It did not
prove possible for a police representative to attend, but a
written report had been received in advance setting out
details of four incidents that had occurred in the Parish in
the period since the last meeting.

In relation to highways, there was some discussion in
connection with parking problems on the road into Clapham
between the Dalesview development and the New Inn
Corner. The Council instructed the clerk, as a preliminary
response to this issue, to write to Clapham School seeking
assistance with the matter. With regard to matters that had
been raised at previous meetings, it was noted that a letter
had been sent to letting agents for two holiday cottages in
Newby seeking assistance with regard to parking problems,
that willow trees at the entrance to Newby from the A65
had been cut back by an unknown party, and that a response
had been received from North Yorkshire County Council
confirming that some brown tourist signs had been placed
around the district without the proper authority and were to
be taken down pending the correct procedure being
followed. The Council noted that builders rubble which had
been tipped on Tenter Hill, Newby had been dealt with
satisfactorily.

An update was received with regard to the restoration
of the ornamental drinking fountain on Riverside, Clapham
in relation to which works are continuing.

 Further updates were received in relation to the
hyperfast broad band project, the end of which is held up
pending the completion of road crossings and community
defribillator training of which there will be a joint session
with Austwick Parish in February, 2019.

The Council received a written update with regard to
the neighbourhood planning initiative. There has been an
award of funds for this and it is anticipated that a website
will be set up and a consultation process undertaken in the
near future.

Various planning matters were considered. The Council
supported applications to remove a gate and fill in a gateway
between Hall Garth and Honeywood, Clapham and to alter
a sandstone lintel, insert a drip groove and replace a window
board at Farrer Lodge, Clapham. The Council was informed
that it is now proposed to connect a proposed development
site at Low Barn, Newby Cote to a mains water supply and
supported the application for the barn conversion there on
that basis. It was noted that an application for change of use
at the former goods yard at Clapham Station had been
withdrawn. A number of permitted tree works in the district
were also noted.

Meeting of 22nd of January, 2019
The police were unable to attend but had submitted a written
report setting out details of incidents occurring since 2nd

December, 2018. These comprised two road traffic
collisions and three other highway concerns. Of particular
note were three burglaries, a theft and a vehicle seen in
suspicious circumstances which was later seized by the
police, these incidents occurring between 7th and 18th

January, 2019.
In relation to highways, the Council noted that a

reported untidy hedge, near to the old A65 in Clapham, is
apparently the responsibility of the Ingleborough Estate
whose representative was present at the meeting and
undertook to look into the matter. The Council will monitor
the state of the dog waste bins in Clapham which had been
found to be overflowing at times during the lead up to
Christmas. A defective street light in Newby had been
repaired.

The Council was made aware of a partial repair of a
pothole on Old Road West and instructed the clerk to report
two potholes on Keasden Road in the vicinity of Black Hill.
The Council also received a response from the Acting Head
Teacher of Clapham C of E Primary School with regard to
parking between the Dalesview development and the New
Inn corner. Members felt that this had been less of a problem
recently but agreed to continue to monitor the situation.

In relation to the project to restore the ornamental
fountain on Riverside, Clapham, the Council was informed
that the required pipe has been placed in Clapham Beck.
Works are to be completed when weather and the resulting
state of the Beck permit.

An update was also received about the broadband
project. This is nearing completion with one road crossing
left to be completed. It is expected that connections on
Gildersbank will be completed in early February.

There was discussion about the future of Clapham C of
E Primary School, the Council having become aware that
there is a proposal for consultation on its closure.
Correspondence from the Acting Head Teacher explaining
the position was received.

Members were keen to express their wish for the school
to remain open and to oppose any proposed closure and
instructed the clerk to write to the school's management
setting out the Council's position.

There were a number of planning matters for
consideration. The Council supported applications to
convert Cruck Barn, Newby Cote into two dwellings for
local occupancy or holiday let and to erect a replacement
agricultural storage building at Bleak Bank (Cllr Dawson
not participating in the latter decision having declared an
interest). The Council also supported an application to
demolish a storage building and carry out other works to
erect a two bedroom bungalow at Old Mason's Yard,
Clapham subject to the proviso that this should be for local
occupancy or be categorised as affordable housing. The
Council also noted that full planning permission and listed
building consent had been granted for the removal of a gate
and infilling the boundary wall between Honeywood and
Hall Garth, Clapham.

The Council meeting dates will generally be on the fourth Tuesday of
each month. There will be no meetings in August and November. The
December meeting will be on the first Tuesday of that month.  The next
Parish Council meeting will be in the Village hall on Tuesday 26th

February, 2019 at 7.30pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend.
The Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer Nigel Harrison can
be contacted by email: njhar1957@gmail.com or telephone 015242
51165
For more about the parish council visit the parish council page at
www.claphamyorkshire.co.uk Information includes a list of councillors,
their contact details, councillors’ interests and minutes of past meetings.
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An acorn with a lodger
Wasps, we all know them, but 100,000 different species
have been described so far.  Knopper gall wasps are tiny.
Their complex breeding cycle needs to alternate between
Turkey oak (Quercus Cerris) and the familiar English oak
(Quercus Robur – also known
as common, European or
pedunculated oak). Both these
oaks grow across nations and
continents.  Turkey oaks were
introduced (the Woodland
Trust says “reintroduced”) to
England circa 1735 as
ornamental trees.

Knopper wasps lay a
cloned (that is, asexual) female
egg between the acorn cup and
acorn itself of the common oak,
producing a distinctive type of
gall that distorts and effectively
destroys the acorn. Knopper
larvae mature and overwinter
in these galls, easily overlooked on the ground, where they
resemble earthworm casts.  Adult females emerge in spring.
The other, sexual, phase of the life cycle involves eggs laid
in Turkey Oak catkins.

Knopper wasps have been Channel Island residents
from about 1900, were noted on mainland Britain in the
1950s or 60s, in SW Scotland by 1995. They seem to be a
threat but not a catastrophe. There exist other parasitic
wasps that lay their eggs inside Knopper wasp larvae. Poetic
justice?

 I first saw ‘Knoppered’ acorns on Wimbledon Common
in 2011. Mike Spillane, formerly of Clapham, told me what
they were. On Wimbledon Common this summer, normal
acorns seemed a tiny minority. I regularly visit

Herefordshire, walk my dog there in a wood which has
mature common oak and Turkey oak trees, but very few
Knoppered acorns. I wonder why.

We’ve lived at High Hazel Barn nineteen years and
treasure the trees we’ve planted
there.  This season a young oak
managed a handful of acorns, a
success tempered by one acorn
being Knoppered. I
photographed the interloper, and
then burned it. I walk regularly
along the Lune near Devil’s
Bridge, Kirkby Lonsdale. There,
just one of the many common
oak trees (a youngish specimen)
is severely affected this year.
I’ve noticed two Turkey oak
trees there.

Knoppered acorns may fall
prematurely: I gathered over two
hundred beneath that single,

badly affected oak. Acorns are an animal food source. I’ve
noticed numerous healthy acorns nibbled, when no nearby
Knoppered acorns appeared similarly exploited. It would
be an advantage to Knopper wasps for the galls that contain
their larvae to be unpalatable.

There is no national policy on Turkey oaks, which can
be recognised by distinctive bristles on their acorn cups.
The MoD had a policy of felling Turkey oaks on its land,
but they grow in substantial numbers in some areas, with a
few in our locality. The elm is gone and ash is threatened.
Humans constantly interfere with nature. I’m willing to take
sides in this tussle in our locality, making my tiny
contribution by gathering and burning Knopper galls.

Rodney Dinnen

Side by side – an unaffected and an attacked acorn

Then and now

Writing in the late 1890's, Harry Speight noted that although Clapham Village once boasted four inns, only the New Inn
remained at that time. With the coming of the railway some forty years earlier, however, the Farrers had built a new
lodge down by the station and this became The Flying Horse Shoe Inn (named after the heraldic device on the family's
coat of arms). For many years, this was the area's second "pub" but it closed, somewhat abruptly, in 2003 and has since
been converted to flats. The "Then" photo shows the building as it was in 1919. 100 years later it is still easily recognisable,
though the rendering - and accompanying creepers - have been removed, along with the pub sign, and a new stone wall
has been built around it.

Andy Scott
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Church news Church services & dates
John’s Notes: The urgent run-up to our ultimate goal

‘My life, it’s slipping away,’ says Billy Connolly, the
Glaswegian comedian who in recent years has been living
with the degenerative disease Parkinson’s. ‘But it doesn’t
frighten me, it’s an adventure. I still get furious, but then I
just collapse in laughter.’

You may have seen Billy Connolly’s recent
documentary tour of Scotland revisiting the places which
shaped him - the Glasgow shipyards, pubs, shops and
tenements, contemplating his life in conversation with the
people of the place along the way - whilst never shying
away from discussing his Parkinsons and the challenge of
facing the end of his days. It was an emotional and profound
journey he took us on.

I wish my old friend and mentor Jim Hart had embraced
death and dying the same way. An active cyclist, a
progressive town planner and a Christian missioner of the
forgotten edges of our towns and cities (he taught me and
many others how to deeply explore ‘our places’, doing our
Christian theology ‘on foot’): when Parkinsons hit Jim he
couldn’t cope.

Losing his ability to hold steady a book or coffee cup,
or to take to his motorbike, it was all too much for him.
Despite his friends’ many interventions he ended his own
life tragically a decade ago.

Joanna Collicutt is a chartered psychologist and
Anglican priest in Oxford diocese. Her mother suffered a
serious heart attack and at one point was given 48 hours to
live. In the event she lived another seven years. She spent
those years well, regularly visiting churches to pray
privately and prepare herself spiritually for the end of her
earthly life.

This made a deep impression on Joanna who points out
that, unlike many religious traditions, Christianity does not
offer a model for how to grow old gracefully. Jesus of
Nazareth ‘lived fast and died young’: “The Christian faith
does not see later life as a dignified decline into oblivion,
but the urgent run-up to its ultimate goal, stepping through
the gateway of death to resurrection life.” In the same sort
of spirit as Billy Connolly jaunting through Glasgow’s
backstreets one last time before he goes.

I do wonder if we had the language to talk more openly
about death, and help each other to positively prepare for
it, then my friend Jim might have avoided his angry,
frustrated end.

I’m convinced that he is absolutely held in love, in God.
But if only he’d found a way to live all his earthly life to
the full, on speaking terms with his coming death.  As Billy
Connolly is doing. And Joanna Collicut’s Death+Life
project is helping others do the same: www.deathlife.org.uk.

Revd John Davies, Priest in Charge
john.davies@leeds.anglican.org. 01524 805928

More from John at bit.ly/johndavies-talks

Anglican Sunday Services in February and March
Clapham Austwick

Feb 3rd Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am
10th Holy Communion at 11am Morning Prayer at 9.30am

Holy Communion at 6.30pm
17th No service * Utd Communion at 10.30am
24th Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am

Mar 3rd Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am
10th Holy Communion at 11am Morning Prayer at 9.30am

Holy Communion at 6.30pm
17th Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am
24th Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am
31st No morning service ** Utd Communion at 10.30am

Church in the New Inn at 7pm

Keasden Eldroth
Feb 3rd Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am

10th Holy Communion at 2pm No service
17th No service * No service *
24th Evensong at 7pm No service

Mar 3rd Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am
10th Holy Communion at 2pm No service
17th No service Taize service at 7pm
24th Evensong at 7pm No service
31st Mothering Sunday at 2pm No service **

Bethel Chapel, Cross Haw Lane, Clapham
Sunday services:
Junior Church 10.15am, Services 11am and 6.30pm
Sunday School Anniversary Weekend:
Saturday 2nd March at 7pm & Sunday 3rd March at 11am & 6.30pm
Weekdays:
1st Thursday Senior Citizens at 2pm
3rd Thursday Fellowship at 2pm
4th Thursday Coffee Evening at 7.30pm
Children’s activities
Mums & Tots Friday 9.30 to 11am
Kmotion (primary school aged children) fortnightly Fridays at 6pm
Encounter (9 years and up) fortnightly Fridays at 7.30pm

Methodist Chapel, Newby
Usual service pattern - 1st Sunday in month at 2pm, all other Sundays
at 11am

* 7th February United Communion with Bishop Helen-Ann Hartley at
Austwick at 10.30am

ASH WEDNESDAY 6th March; there will be services of Holy
Communion with the imposition of ashes at Austwick in the morning
and at Clapham in the evening - see notice boards for details.

LENT STUDY We will be following a series of weekly studies through
Lent exploring our Christian living in contemporary life - all welcome;
details to follow; please see notices.

** MOTHERING SUNDAY 31st March  United Communion at
Austwick at 10.30am
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School report
December was such a busy time for us in school and also
full of fun and enjoyment as we prepared for Christmas.

It was lovely to see so many families from both school
and the village at our Christmas Fair on Saturday 1st

December. The event was hugely successful as we had a
wide range of stalls and wonderful refreshments for
everyone to enjoy. We raised a fantastic sum of over £800
which will be used to enhance the children’s educational
experiences. Thank you to everyone who helped organise,
run and support this event.

A very warm welcome was extended to us by everyone
at Bethel Chapel on the morning of Monday 3rd December.
The children enjoyed crafts, stories and balloon modelling
before returning to school.

We were very busy rehearsing for our Christmas Play
‘It’s a Party!’ which took place on Tuesday 11th December

in the Village Hall. Again we were well supported by
parents and members of the local community and children
performed to a packed hall. I was really proud of all the
children for their hard work in learning lines, dance moves
and songs which resulted in an accomplished performance.

Later that week children enjoyed a non-uniform day
when they donned their Christmas jumpers in aid of Save
the Children. Having designed their own party hats they
tucked into their Christmas lunch which was a lovely social
occasion

The following week the whole school enjoyed a
performance of Peter Pan at the Dukes Playhouse Lancaster
and our own Christingle Service in church. This was a
lovely occasion with readings and musical performances
by some of the children. Earlier in the day the children had

made their Christingles at school and were reminded of the
significance of the different parts.

In addition to all the festive activities and treats there
were other things happening in school. We began some new
curriculum topics which yielded some fantastic work from
both classes, new homework expectations were put in place
and parents were invited into school to find out about how
to help children learn their spellings at home. All in all there
was a lot going on!

We are now looking forward to the Spring Term and
the weeks ahead with lots of learning and enrichment
experiences to enjoy. Please visit our school website
www.claphamcofeschool to find out what is happening in
our wonderful school.

Katherine Marshall,
Acting Headteacher

Friends of Clapham School would like to thank everyone
who joined us and help make our recent quiz night and
supper such a huge success. A special thank you to Stuart
and Barbara Marshall and Simon and Ruth Coultherd. We
made £680 profit. Your support is very much appreciated.

Our next event is our Bumper Jumble Sale which will
be on Saturday 16th February and held in the Village Hall
from 10am-12 noon. There will be a 20p admission.
Donations of jumble can be left at Teatime Vintage – 07534
302135.

Trace Bilton

Thank you!

Keep vigilant!
Police enquiries are ongoing into 3 incidents in Clapham.
These have included a trawl of CCTV in the area, forensic
examinations and house-to-house enquiries. The local
Neighbourhood Policing team have issued witness appeals
on Facebook, Twitter and the Community Messenger
service.

While these enquiries continue all are urged to be
vigilant and to report any suspicious activities to the police
on 101. If a crime is ongoing and an emergency response
is required, always dial 999.

It is vital that everyone reviews the security at their
homes, outbuildings and business premises. Is it time to get
CCTV and security lighting installed or upgraded? The best
and simplest crime prevention measure is to ensure doors,
windows and gates are locked, vehicles are left secured and
alarmed, and machinery, tools and other items such as
bicycles are stored out of view and locked up.

If this advice is followed, you will be helping to keep
opportunistic criminals at bay.
For crime prevention advice, go to the North Yorkshire
Police website www.northyorkshire.police.uk/staying-
safe/.

Your Neighbourhood Policing Team
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Generally, there are two types of dairy herd, the first is a
‘closed herd’ which means that all the replacement cattle
are bred on the farm and nothing apart from the occasional
bull is bought in. Of course, with artificial insemination,
even a bull may not be necessary. There are some
advantages to having a
closed herd, often less risk
of disease as no new
animals are introduced
from other farms bringing
something new and
unwanted with them.
Also, there is no need to
buy cattle which is a
financial drain. The main
disadvantage of the closed
herd is that usually there
are as many young stock
on a farm as there are adult
working cattle and the
young stock contribute
nothing to the daily
struggle for financial
survival until they have
their first calf at just over
two years old and can then
(at last) put a drop of milk
in the tank. I read
somewhere that a cow
shows very little return on
investment until she is
four years old. I must tell
ours.

The other type of herd
is known as a ‘flying herd’
which is not what it
sounds like but is a herd
that is completely bought in as newly calved milking cows
that go straight to work. The big advantage of a flying herd
is that all the cows are hard at work and no time or resources
are spent on the calf rearing enterprise, instead the whole
farm is geared toward milk production and, without young
stock taking up room, more adult cows can be kept. The

main disadvantage of a flying herd is that you may well buy
a cow that was sold for a reason. The old saying in farming
“don’t buy rubbish, you can breed it” is still relevant. The
cows still calve every year but are crossed with a beef bull
meaning the calves can be sold at a few weeks of age adding

hope to the desperate
struggle for cash flow.

At Bleak Bank we
operate the closed herd
policy and always have. It is
not unusual for us to have
three generations of one cow
family in the milking herd at
any one time. Occasionally
we have a surplus dairy cow
for sale and this we take to
Bentham market to sell, often
to a flying herd.

Selling a newly calved
cow is a big job and involves
much preparation, the first
question being who to sell?
Usually we would sell a
younger one that’s maybe
had her first calf about two
weeks previously and is in
very good health. We like to
“sell the best and keep the
very best”. The sales at
Bentham are on a
Wednesday so, on the
Tuesday evening after
milking, the cow must be
washed in order to look her
best and tempt some wealthy
buyer to part with some of
his (or her) hard earned milk

cheque.
The most challenging and difficult part of washing any

cow is liberating the Fairy Liquid from under the sink
without arousing suspicion. This is best done when certain
people are not in the house and, once this is achieved, the
rest is straightforward. Basically, washing a cow involves

News from the farm

Alan Price with his prize-winning dairy cow at Bentham Auction Mart 2018.
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putting on all available waterproofs and then getting,
unavoidably, totally soaked to the skin.

First the cow is hosed down with cold water. Next is
the hot wash where a liberal amount of Fairy Liquid (other
brands are available) is added to a big bucket of hot water.
(Take care not to use all the Fairy Liquid because the cow
immediately tips the first bucket over meaning the process
has to be repeated.) The hot wash is brushed in vigorously
to remove dust and grime and, in my experience, cows love
this part. Once she is considered clean then its back to the
hosepipe to remove all traces of soap. By now I am as wet
as the cow.

On the morning of the sale the cow looks like she has
never been washed. This is normal and should not cause
panic. She is not milked on sale morning as nothing sells a
cow like a full udder. The sale is at eleven so we are at the
mart just after nine in order to repeat the washing, whilst
making a mental note to buy more Fairy Liquid.

There can be thirty or so cows for sale which means a
lot of water flying about and lots of wet farmers, which is
often as near as some of them get to bathing. All are
clutching various bottles of washing up liquid and all know
the risk that entails.

By half ten some semblance of order is taking place and
the buyers begin to arrive and look decidedly uninterested.
It is a look that is well practised and fools no one. They
walk up and down the stalls asking the occasional question
“how much milk’s she giving boss?” or “how long calved
is she?” all the time talking down the trade “too much milk
about”  or “ I don’t want any, ahm nobbut looking”

Buyers have different criteria, some buy older cows
because they cost less while some will buy the best cow in
the mart and will stop at nothing. Others will look for
something between the two but all will claim poverty. The
auctioneer knows his buyers and he will have a fair idea
who will buy what and for how much before the sale starts.

Once in the ring we rely on the auctioneer to do his job.
He will have valued the cow as she came in and will set her
off at a reasonable price. All the time the buyers talk
amongst themselves. The auctioneer takes a few bids from
nowhere in particular and it is only when he begins to
threaten to “knock her down” that they do begin to take
interest and she struggles to an acceptable price all the while
the buyer is shaking his head.

At the fall of the hammer it is important to look as
dejected as possible no matter that you may have had the
trade of a lifetime. Never smile in the ring as it’s seen as a
sign of weakness: instead, hurl your lucky stick to the
ground and threaten to pull the auctioneer from his rostrum
by his tie before leaving the ring, in tears if possible.

Now the cow can be milked. The buyer often watches
this looking for faults, he will ask for “a bit o’ luck” which
the seller gives in cash so that the cow may go on to be
lucky for the new owner.

After a visit to the mart café for steak and chips, a trip
to join the queue of farmers buying washing up liquid at the
Co-op. The only question is how to get it back under the
sink without being seen and avoid the inevitable public
enquiry which never ends well…

John Dawson
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Main Street, Clapham, LA2 8DP
Tel. (015242) 51524

info@claphamvillagestore.co.uk
www.claphamvillagestore.co.ukI

Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri: 8am –
5.30pm
Thu: 8am – 6.30pm
Sat: 8am – 1.30pm
Sun: 8.30am - 1.30pm

From 1st to 14th February inclusive spend over £35 in one
transaction and receive a £5 gift voucher for Clapham Village

Store. 
Vouchers  must be redeemed before 31st March 2019,

terms and conditions of the voucher apply.

We will be running various other offers
starting from the first week in February.
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Short Eared Owl – Asio Flammeus
The short eared owl is a medium sized owl that is mottled
brown on its upper parts, around its face and upper breast.

The under parts and
under wing are pale
and the eyes are
bright yellow. As
its name suggests, it
has two short ear
tufts but these
aren’t actually part
of the ears, rather
they are just two
small tufts of
feathers which it

raises when threatened. The short eared owl is the only
British owl that will commonly hunt during daylight hours.
The barn owl will also hunt during daylight hours but that
is only when the weather is very cold and there is a shortage
of food.

The short eared owl hunts over open country, moorland,
coastal marshes and rough grassland. Around the local area
the short eared owl is mainly a spring and autumn migrant
as it moves to and from its upland breeding grounds. Some
occasionally spend the winter around the local area, mainly
on Hardacre Moss and Newby Moor. One was seen hunting
over Hardacre Moss on 16th December, I haven’t seen it
since but it could be hunting over a much wider area. Up to
ten short eared owls were seen around the Kingsdale area
throughout the winter of 2017/18: that winter was a good
one for voles which meant there was plenty of food for
them.

The past couple of months have been fairly quiet bird
wise. I think it could be due to the mild winter we are having
so far and the birds do not have to move around looking for
food.

One little egret was seen flying up the Wenning valley
towards Austwick on 23rd November and it, or another little
egret, was seen near the Goat Gap by Simon Gresswell in
mid-December. One great white egret was seen flying south
over Clapham on 3rd December and one - presumably the
same bird - was seen flying north over the village on 17th

December. This could be the same great white egret that
spent several weeks around the local area last winter.

Three tree sparrows were seen on the garden feeders at
Clapham Station by Andy and Angie late November and
into December: again, these could be the same three tree
sparrows that were seen at Mark and Christa Nelson’s
garden feeders last winter.

One late skylark was heard calling as it flew south over
Ingleborough Hall on 4th December and there is a chiffchaff
possibly wintering around the River Bank Cottage orchard
area where it was seen on 22nd  December.

Tim Hutchinson,
Smithy Cottage

Jess Hart saw a flock of seven snow buntings, along with a
solitary skylark, on the summit of Ingleborough on 16th

January. Tim also reports that he saw the flock and counted
fifteen birds on 18th January.

Wildlife in Clapham
Since the last newsletter there has been a lot of activity at
the hall. We have hosted some successful fundraisers such
as the Annual Quiz which was very well supported and
raised over £600 and, by the time this is published, we will
have had our celebration to the “bard of Scotland” in the
form of our Burns Night Supper and Ceilidh.

We are delighted to note that we have had a new
“Chirp” Yoga Class starting: this is on a trial basis and needs
your support if it is to continue in the future: see notice page
for times and contact information. Our Indoor Bowls group
is still soldiering on Monday afternoons but numbers are
lower this year so, if anyone is free from 1 till 4pm on
Mondays, please do come along. We have all the equipment
and lovely, friendly people to instruct you should that be
necessary.

The roofing work has now been completed as has the
new heating system, which leaves only the decorating to
complete our main refurbishment project. So a massive
thanks to all our sponsors and supporters for helping to raise
the money for this.

For the coming year, we would very much like to
upgrade the chairs in the main hall. The current ones have
seen better days and do not link together, which is a
requirement for some of our events. We are looking for
sponsors, i.e. people who might like to buy one or more
chairs to assist us in this. So if anyone feels they might like
to do this, or has a company that might like to associate
themselves with the hall, then we would be delighted to
hear from them. The microwave cooker in the kitchen is on
its way out: so if anyone has a good one in full working
order that they no longer require please let me know.

Finally, please don’t forget we have 2 table tennis tables
and all the nets etc so if anyone would like to start a regular
playing session please contact Kathy Hall.

David Kingsley

Village hall news

Settle Photographic Group
www.settlephotos.org

Monday 4th February 19.30 Townhead Court, Settle
Life at 40 by Shy Burhan
For more information about Shy and her work visit her website:
http://shybphotography.com/iam-shy/

Monday 18th February 19.30 Townhead Court, Settle
Desert Island Pictures
Gallery: "Still Life"

Thursday 21st February 10:30 Gisburn
Visit to Cattle Market, Gisburn

Monday 4th March 19.30 Townhead Court, Settle
Limestone Landscapes by Andy Latham

Monday 18thth March 19.30 Townhead Court, Settle
Print/Digital Open Competition

Wednesday 20th March 14:00
Visit to a Dales Waterfall

From May to September inclusive there is only
one evening meeting a month as well as one visit.
The May meeting and visit are still to be decided.

Check website for details nearer the time.
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Bridge Cottage B&B

Five-star rated. Two double bedrooms with en suite
shower plus one superking/twin with ensuite bath and
separate shower. From £40 per person. Home-baking.
Great choice of cooked breakfasts, all freshly made
from local produce. All diets catered for. Dog-friendly.
Gift vouchers for any amount now available.

Telephone 015242 51506
www.bridgecottageclapham.co.uk
Station Road, Clapham LA2 8DP
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It did between 1914 and 1918 and, in recognition of the
sacrifices made, the knitters of Clapham did so once again
in 2018.

Those who visited the
church around November 11th

will have been aware of the
effort made to decorate the
church and the war memorial
in response to the call to
recognise the 100th

Anniversary of the Armistice.
Some key facts:

▪ Approximately 2,500
knitted poppies.

▪ Beckside Yarns donated
30 x 100 gram balls of
yarn.

▪ Poppies were knitted by
the Clapham Knit and
Natter group and
members of the W.I.

▪ Lynda Christian knitted over 200 poppies and then did
not see them on display because she had gone back to
Japan.

▪ Some poppies were knitted by a Holocaust survivor
who had left Germany on the Kindertransport.

▪ Gus Stewart starred as the only male knitter-he
produced 13 poppies.

Other decorations included hundreds of paper poppies,
huge poppies on the pew ends and lovely floral

arrangements.
Poppies were produced

in three colours.
The red poppy signifies

a memorial to those who
died in the war and was
adopted by the Royal British
Legion in 1921.

We also had purple and
white poppies.

The purple poppy is a
symbol of remembrance in
the United Kingdom for
animals that served during
wartime.

The white poppy is used
as a symbol of pacifism,
worn either in place of or in
addition to the red
remembrance poppy.

Ken Pearce updated his book ‘Clapham Answers the
Call to Arms’ and there was an exhibition giving details of
those from Clapham who had fought and lost their lives in
the war.

There were many displays of poppies around the
country and Clapham certainly stepped up to the mark to
acknowledge the sacrifices made by our community a
century ago.

Sue Mann

Clapham answers the call to arms

It's all been very quiet on the steam front here at the Station,
as belies the season. In the run up to Christmas, we had just
three "steamers" pass through. On 6th December, Class B1
No 61306 Mayflower - whose usual home is on the North
Norfolk Railway - came
through on a loaded test run
after undergoing
maintenance work at
Carnforth. On 16th

December, a "Santa
Special" hauled by Class
8F No. 48151 formed one
of our few passing revenue
earning services. Finally,
on 21st December, Class A4
60009 Union of South
Africa passed through on
route from York to
Rochdale.

It's usually a little busier on the Settle and Carlisle route
- steam services there are pretty much year round. However,
there was just one trip in December when, ever popular,
60103 Flying Scotsman headed a Christmas Special.

Looking ahead, the coming months are unlikely to see
much change but regular Saturday trips over the Settle and

Carlisle line should have resumed by the time you get to
read this. However, one thing to look forward to is the return
to mainline service of Jubilee Class No. 45596 Bahamas.
This loco has been shown as a static exhibition at Ingrow

on the Keighley and
Worth Valley Railway,
but in 2013 it began the
long process of restoration
with significant help from
the Heritage Lottery
Fund. By the time you
read this, and assuming
that its test runs in the
West Midlands were
successful, it will have
transferred back to
Keighley and is due to
haul two 'specials' on the
Settle and Carlisle line on

Saturdays  9th and 16th February.
The first steam tour through Clapham is currently

booked for Saturday 6th April when a service from Carnforth
through to Redmire on the Wensleydale Railway is planned.
More details of this in the April issue.

Andy Scott

Steam update
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TEATIME VINTAGE
Curios, Collectables & Creations

 Vintage Heaven
in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales

Trace Bilton
Home Barn

Church Avenue
Clapham
LA2 8EQ

015242 51804
07534 302135

Teatimevintage14@gmail.com

The newsletter is a community initiative which shares
news, announcements and items of interest. It is funded
mainly from advertising revenue and volunteers
fundraising.  It relies on volunteers to get it together and
distributed.   The intention is that it’s both ‘for you’ and
‘by you’, so we rely on submissions from readers and
the village institutions which make up our community.
The next edition is due out at the beginning of April.
Copy deadline: Wednesday, 20 March 2019.
Articles should be around 300 words and, if possible,
accompanied by a high resolution photograph.  For
further details contact Andy Scott.
The newsletter is distributed free to the communities
of Clapham, Newby and Keasden.  Copies are available
in the Village Store and local churches.  If you would like
to help with distribution in your patch - do get in touch.
Electronic versions are displayed on the Clapham Village
website thus increasing the audience by potentially
large numbers.
Contact: Andy Email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com
Advertisements
To advertise in six editions (one year) the costs are:
1/8 page - £17.50 : 1/4 page - £35.00
1/2 page - £70.00 : Full page - £140.00

Contact Judith Dawson for further details.

Colour printing
We are able to print in colour thanks to generous
sponsors and supporters.
December 2018 edition thanks to Glencroft
February 2019 edition thanks to the parish council.

We would love to hear from you if you, or your business,
would like to advertise or sponsor colour printing in a
future edition.
Contact: Judith Email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

Rainfall in Keasden
2017 2018

10.25”  26.035cm September 8.75”  22.225cm

14.5”    36.83cm October 7.75”  19.685cm

8.25”   20.955cm November 6.75”   17.145cm

7.5”      19.05cm December 13”   33.02cm
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Nutty banana bread

INGREDIENTS
▪ 85g (3 oz) butter
▪ 170g (6 oz) caster sugar
▪ 2 eggs
▪ 275g (10 oz) bananas (skins removed)
▪ 225g (8 oz) plain flour
▪ 3 level tsp baking powder
▪ ½ level tsp salt
▪ 60g (2½ oz) walnuts (roughly chopped)

METHOD
1. Preheat the oven to 180ºC/Fan 160ºC/Gas 4. Grease a

loaf tin about 23cm × 13cm  x 6cm (9in x 5in x
2½in).

2. Cream butter until soft then work in sugar.
3. Add eggs one at a time and beat to a smooth mixture.
4. Mash bananas well and add to egg mixture.  Beat

until blended.
5. Sieve together the flour, salt and baking powder, and

stir 1 tablespoonful into the nuts.
6. Add remaining flour to egg mixture, stir until mixed,

then add nuts and fold in.
7. Turn into loaf tin.
8. Bake for 1 to 1¼ hours (approx).

Clapham with Horton W.I.

An exciting start to 2019
We are not yet at the end of January and it has already been
a very busy time at the Clapham Village Store. You might
have noticed that the shop was closed for two weeks, which
was rather strange for those of us who volunteer or are
regular customers.  There was nowhere to get the paper,
milk, fresh veg, cards, bread, groceries, cakes, pies, cooked
meats, gifts, sweets (and other treats), prescriptions and
numerous other things. Apart from the inconvenience it also
meant that there was not the usual opportunity to see friends
and neighbours and have a chat, exchange information or
buy tickets for the quiz or the ceilidh.

Well, it was all in a good cause because the shop was
undergoing the final stage in its refurbishment. The front
area has been stripped out, re-plastered, a new ceiling put
in and better lighting plus one or two other things.  Come
along and have a look at the changes and take advantage of
some of the special offers we will be rolling out over the
coming weeks. Remember ‘Shop local – fewer miles and
more smiles!’

While the shop was closed we had a visit from the
Deputy Lords Lieutenants of North Yorkshire. We have
been nominated by one of our customers for the Queen’s
Award for Voluntary Service and they came along to assess
us for this. The Queen's Award for Voluntary Service is the
highest award given to local volunteer groups across the
UK to recognise outstanding work done in their own
communities. It was created in 2002 to celebrate the
anniversary of The Queen's coronation. It is the MBE for
volunteer groups.

Each group is assessed on the benefit it brings to the
local community and its standing within that community.
As the shop was closed this caused us some concern.
However, they were able to come along to one of the
training sessions we held for volunteers so could meet far
more people than they would probably have done if things
were ‘normal.’  Anyway, this visit seemed to go very well
and we received the following message:

“It was an absolute pleasure to see your volunteers and
meet the management committee, and as you heard we were
very impressed by what you are all achieving and the spirit
in which you are doing it.”

We know that that the odds are against receiving the
Award as the competition is so fierce. However, we are
really pleased that we were nominated in the first place and
that we got through the first stages in the assessment.

Overall, it’s been a really good start to 2019.
Sue Mann

Philip Farrer has sent us this photo he took of the waterfall on the beck at night
which we're pleased to share. If any other readers have any pictures they'd like us

to publish, then please forward them to the editors for consideration:
claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

Readers’ Pictures
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On-site welding

Plant repairs

Vehicle repairs

Tyres & exhausts

Wax oil treatment

Unit 1, Dales View, Old Road, Clapham, LA2 8JH
Telephone: 07779 081388

Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Settle
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!

THE ONE-STOP SHOP
Complete and partial rewires, electrical check on existing installations.

Small appliance testing.
Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for chest freezers,

larder fridges, washing machines, tumble dryers, dishwashers, cookers,
microwaves and vacuum cleaners.

BRIGHTEN UP YOUR HOME
Our lighting showroom will give you all the latest ideas, we offer a free

design service with installation if required.
Telephone: 01729 823423 Email: harrisonandcross@gmail.com

Settle Country Store
11 Sowarth Field Ind. Estate, Settle, BD24 9AF

Agricultural Supplies
Animal Feed

Animal Health
Equestrian

Country Clothing
Fencing & Gate supplies

01729 815070
David: 07538 289866 or Rosie: 07398 117269

Email: settlecountrystore@outlook.com

JLL Plumbing and Heating Engineers are gas
safe and LPG/Natural gas registered.

We are based in Ingleton and offer a wide
range of plumbing and heating services

Call us: 01524 813 333
Website: www.jllplumbing.co.uk

Email: enquiries@jllplumbing.co.uk
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Cleaner/Caretaker
required Austwick village

As I type, on a frosty January morning, it’s hard to
remember the searing heat which dominated the news last
summer. 2018 was an interesting year for weather; we had
all sorts of extremes, together with a few resulting problems.
Like farmers, we cavers keep a close eye on rainfall in the
Dales, as it affects our activities so much. I have data from
my gauge in Newby from the last sixteen years or so and
it’s always interesting to compare each year’s weather. So
how did 2018 shape up?

In some ways it was a typical year, although the total
rainfall of 1124mm is lower than normal. The winter
months at both ends of the year were wet, with a dry early
summer, then things got wetter again for the main part of
summer and early autumn.

Various highlights stand out in my mind from last year.
The “Beast from the East” (in late February and early
March) brought us savage cold winds from Russia.
Although we were spared any massive snowfall, many
schools closed and, sadly, a number of cold related deaths
occurred around the country.

I remember trying to go for a run one day, heading into
a 45 mile per hour (sub-zero) incessant gale. I was dressed
for it but reached the point where forwards progress just
became impossible. I had to give up and set off back; the
return was at the kind of speed which might have put Mo
Farah to shame in normal conditions!

Only seven weeks or so later, the drought began. The
foundations for this were laid in the second half of April,
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The weather in the parish in 2018

The “Beast from the East” made
an ice sculpture out of the fountain at

Station House.
Photo: Andy Scott

the last dozen days of which produced only 17.2mm of rain.
Just 52mm fell over the whole of May and June combined
and it wasn’t until the last four days of July when any useful
rainfall amounts materialised. Throughout this period of
over 3 months we had a lot of high temperatures. Springs
failed, farmers were desperate for water for their stock, the
grass simply stopped growing and the fells were parched
and brown. Ingleborough Cave seemed eerily silent, with
beautifully crystallised flowstones, as most of the seepage
water dried up. The rivers were reduced to dribbles and
Clapham’s lake in the Nature Trail was the lowest I can
remember seeing it (with the possible exceptions of 1976
and 1984).

I think most locals were very relieved when we were
treated to a deluge totalling 42mm between 28th and 30th

July, although our enthusiasm for rain was tempered
somewhat by quite a number of damp days in August and
September. The greatest 24 hour amount of rainfall I
clocked was 39mm, at 7-00am. on 13th October. The second
half of October through to early November was drier than
average, with some lovely days. As is often the case, the
wettest month of the year was saved until last, with almost
8 inches in December. Most of this was rain, rather than
snow. However, the (happily rare) “freezing rain” of  the

weekend 15th/16th

December caused mayhem
on the roads, with a number
of accidents in the news.

So there you go; a year
of weather summarised in
just a few words. It was
quite grim at times but we
got our reward on 1st

January 2019, the nicest of
New Year’s Days to be out
on the hill (in my case,
Ingleborough). Will the
“Beast from the East”
return to batter us in a few

weeks’ time? I hope not;
roll on summer!

John Cordingley
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The West Riding Classic - supporting the CRO & Goma Cycling Club
Each Spring for the last 9 years, we have been  organising
the West Riding Classic cycle sportive which starts and
finishes in Clapham. This year’s event is on Saturday 27th

April and we expect between 200 and 300 riders will take
part.

A sportive is an organised non-competitive bike ride
along a specific sign-posted route. Riders often take part as
individuals or in
groups or cycle
clubs and, while
some riders
attempt to beat
their personal
best, others aim
to finish the
c h a l l e n g i n g
routes and enjoy
the company
along the way.

The West
Riding Classic
starts and
finishes at
Clapham Village Hall and there are three routes to choose
from: Short (30 miles), Long (60 miles) and Extra Long (70
miles). There is plenty of climbing – 2200 metres of vertical
ascent on the extra long route – as the route navigates each
of the famous three peaks Ingleborough, Penyghent and
Whernside. There is a feed-station stop at Horton Village
Hall.

We try and take as much of the ‘tech’ side out of cycling
as possible because we believe it is more fun that way. So
instead of a GPS timing gizmo, our riders get a route card
and manually clock-out and clock-in for the official times.
The times of every rider are hand written in the Official
Open Wheel Timing Book which has all the times for all
riders over the years and can be browsed at the start/finish
station. We like to call this ‘analogue cycling’.

Typically, at a sportive feed-station, riders will have
scientifically tested carbohydrate gels and drinks, jelly
sweets and Soreen cake. Feed-stations and routes can be
covered in litter from cyclist’s energy products. At the Open
Wheel feed-station we provide home-made food such as
soup, barwise bread, unlimited tea/coffee and of course
Maggie McSherry’s famous parkin. Last year the brilliant
Mandy Booth of Simply Delicious ran the feed-station for
us and will be doing so again this year.

The Open Wheel supports two groups doing important
work in their local communities. Money raised through the
West Riding Classic is donated to both of these.
CRO Our local cave and mountain rescue group and the
oldest cave rescue organisation in the world. As well as
providing first aid for the West Riding Classic they are an
essential service in the life of the Dales providing support
to walkers, cavers, farmers and livestock throughout the
year. We raised £800 in 2017 and £1100 in 2018 for CRO.
Goma Cycling Club is a fledgling cycling group in the
Democratic Republic of Congo. It provides cycling
opportunities, training, bikes, leadership and guidance to

young boys, girls, men and women in the city of Goma. The
club has enormous ambition and an even bigger heart. We
raised £1100 in 2018 and £800 in 2017 for Goma CC.

This winter we have been working to set up a new
element to the Goma project and it’s starting to come to
fruition. We have put together a pack which will allow the
riders to make video diaries of their year. We’ll be editing

these and
publishing them
regularly. We
will also have a
screening event
in Bradford
Theatre in The
Mill and
possibly also in
Bentham or
Clapham.

Getting the
equipment pack
together and
getting it to
Goma has been

challenging. We have been advised that sending packages
to Congo is not wise as they might not arrive. Our first plan
was to send the equipment to Nairobi, Kenya where a friend
was going to take the equipment to Goma. However, the
dispatching and travel plans didn’t match. Instead, Jan, a
worker for the United Nations in Goma who was home for
Christmas in Switzerland, is going to receive the equipment
for us. His friend Andrea, who also works for the UN, is
then carrying the equipment to Goma. She was briefly in
London in January where we were able to make the
handover. I think this is what people call ‘globalism’? The
first video should be published by the end of January. Watch
this space!

Volunteers: we are keen for volunteers to help with the
feed-station and other tasks. It is a fun day and you’ll be
fed and looked after. Contact me on
michael@theopenwheel.com

Cycle clubs: we are keen to strengthen our links with the
many cycle clubs around. If you think your club might want
to get involved or take part, please get in touch.

Entry information: to enter the West Riding Classic visit
www.theopenwheel.com/wrc.  Entrance fees are £20 for
any of the routes.

Meeting point: Clapham Village Hall, Cross Haw Lane,
LA2 8DZ

Start times:
▪ 8am – 9:30am: extra-long route, 70 miles, 2200m

vertical climbing
▪ 8am – 10:30am: long route, 60 miles
▪ 10am – 11am: short route, 30 miles

Brendan and Michael McSherry


