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Community rallies behind Clapham school
Over 100 local residents attended a constructive and vibrant 
public meeting on 7 March to consider the proposal by 
North Yorkshire County Council to close our local primary 
school; the school was rated Outstanding at the last Ofsted 
inspection. The meeting 
was attended by Cllr. 
Carl Lis, Chairman of the 
Yorkshire Dales National 
Park and Cllr. David 
Ireton, North Yorkshire 
County Council. 

A Community Action 
Group has been set up 
to work with the School 
Governors to help them 
put forward a robust 
financial and educational 
case to support the school.  

Members of the village  
Community Action Group 
and representatives of the 
School Governors, Ingleborough Estate, the Parish Council 
and local teachers met on 14 March to discuss overturning 
the proposal to close Clapham Church of England primary 
school. The Action Group was told financial issues are 
driving the closure threat despite Clapham Primary School 
being one of the few schools in North Yorkshire in surplus 
at the year end.

The Action Group, together with our local vicar, Rev. 
John Davies, met with the Leeds Diocese to understand 
what the church can do to support rural primary schools, 
such as ours.

The sustainability of local communities is supported 
by the Yorkshire Dales National Park and Craven District 
Council. In March the council discussed ‘Attracting Younger 
People’ into the area and agreed it was essential to retain 
access to local primary schools for the long-term viability 
of the area.

The Action Group discussed the case for retaining the 
school with Cllr Patrick Mulligan, Executive Member for 
Education at the Skipton and Ripon Area Constituency 
Committee on 14 March.

L o c a l  p a r e n t s 
are concerned North 
Yo r k s h i r e  C o u n t y 
Council is not taking the 
needs of their children 
into account. Clapham 
Primary School is a listed 
rural school and there 
must be a presumption 
against closure. Other 
schools in the area are 
already at capacity and 
it seems to many parents 
that children from the 
Clapham area are being 
unfairly disadvantaged. 

The Action Group is 
meeting Julian Smith MP to seek his assurance the school 
will be supported.

Clapham Primary School has an energised and vibrant 
Friends of Clapham School; they report the strong need 
for the school. In the last year three new families in the 
village chose to send their children to the school, and one 
family brought their child back to the school - this is a trend 
that looks set to continue. Plans are in place to repeat the 
success of the community owned, award winning Clapham 
Village Store to offer breakfast clubs, after school sessions 
and early-years provision.

The Community is setting up an Educational Fund with 
the help of the Friends of Clapham School and already has 
sufficient pledges to ensure the school can thrive for the 
immediate future. 

Iain Crossley
Chair, Community Action Group

The school action group hold their first meeting

Colour printing
sponsored by
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Dalesview Business Centre  
Old Road, Clapham LA2 8JH 

015242 51705 
www.airevalleyglass.co.uk 

Bridge Road, Sutton-in-Craven 
Keighley BD20 7ES 

01535 634788 
enquiries@airevalleyglass.co.uk 

 Windows  PVC Doors 

 Roofline 

 Composite & Stable Doors 

 Bi-Folding Doors  Sliding Sash Windows 

A Family firm established over 35 years, we supply and install top quality 
windows and doors in a range of colours and Farrow & Ball finishes, as 

well as Solidor & Rockdoor composite doors, and machined timber  
Masterdor doors. Call us for a free quotation and no pushy salesmen 
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(AN)GUS STEWART, September 1945 - February 2019
There was a golden moment in late November 2018 in the 
Haematology and Oncology Day Unit at Airedale Hospital. 
Gus and I had been in clinics and waiting-rooms for the best 
part of the day until Gus was finally ‘wired up’ to receive 
intravenous treatment. A young nurse came to check Gus’s 
drips. “Don’t I know you from somewhere?” asked the 
sweetest elfin nurse. “Ginny!” exclaimed a smiling Gus, 
recognising a former young flautist member of Dales Jam 

Community Band. Ginny 
had played with the band 
from age 12 onwards until 
school exams created other 
priorities. Now a fully 
qualified nurse, Ginny still 
remembered that Gus was 
the adult who always had a 
spare microphone cable; he 
had the tool that tightened 
the music stand, the sticky 

tape for torn music sheets, and the clothes pegs to prevent 
music from flying off the stand when a musician squeezed 
past on a crowded stage. A memorable reunion.

Gus’s family originated in the Scottish West Highlands. 
He went to school in Jersey and Devon. After a short teaching 
career he got a job as a stage technician at the newly-built 
Northcott Theatre Exeter where he became interested in 
stage lighting design. Later, he worked at several theatres 
in London including The Unicorn Theatre for Young People 
where he designed and lit sixty plays.

He moved into the world 
of Corporate Events in the 
UK and Europe, work that 
allowed little time for sleep. 
Gus lit utility company 
annual general meetings, 
car launch dinners, 
asthma-drug launches, 
and cabarets with celebrity 
speakers including Tony 
Blair,  Les Dawson, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Margot 
Fonteyn, Lulu, Cleo Laine, 

Neil Armstrong, to name a few. Finding and joining Dales 
Jam in 2004 meant a return to the beloved trombone and his 
love of music, particularly jazz. 

When Gus knew that his life was so limited, we discussed 
how we could thank the residents of Clapham and District for 
their friendship over 20 years and practical kindness through 
Gus’s three periods of ill health. We wanted donations boxes 
for the Cave Rescue Organisation and a Fund in association 
with Dales Jam for youth music activities in our rural area 
– something which had once been publicly subsidised, but 
no longer.

Thank you all for your kindness and generosity and for 
coming to Gus’s Farewell on March 3rd. The final donations 
figures: Cave Rescue Organisation - £101.19 and Gus 
Stewart Fund for Craven Young Musicians - £716.50.    

Ann Stewart

Then and now

Annie Farrer sent me this photo of the old Toll House which 
used to stand beside the main road on the way to Austwick. 
It dates back to the era of the turnpikes in the 18th century 
– an initiative by the government of the day to improve 
some longer-distance highways to better accommodate use 
of wheeled-transport. 

Clapham Bar was one of five toll collection houses 
along the route – the others were at Steeton, Gargrave, Long 
Preston, and Kirkby Lonsdale. Each tollhouse was entitled 
to charge up to one-fifth of the total toll payable for an 
end-to-end journey along the turnpike – a sum set by the 
Government. For example, Clapham Bar could charge 1s6d 
for a coach and six – the equivalent of about £8.75 today.

Unfortunately, the toll-bars were easy to avoid – young 
lads in Austwick would guide coachmen via Thwaite Lane, 
thus avoiding the bar, for a fraction of the toll! – and the road 
maintenance costs soon exceeded the tolls being collected. 
The coming of the railways were the death knell and the 
Keighley and Kendal Turnpike Trust was eventually wound 
up with debts of over £34,000 – or about £2¼ million in 
today’s money. There is little left to see of the bar as the Toll 
House has been demolished. 

The only visual link between the images above is the 
old boundary stone: it stands to this day and can been in the 
bottom right hand corners of both photos.

Andy Scott  
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Settle
Chimney Sweep 
Services
4 Craven Terrace 
Settle BD24 9DB

Tel. 01729 823683 
Mobile. 07815 285321

Home Barn Foods
Outside catering for all events

Lucy Knowles

 

Fiach Cottage, Feizor, Austwick, 
via Lancaster LA2 8DF 

Telephone:
01729 825626 or  07738 922 524

Telephone: 015242 51502
Email: davidinclapham@googlemail.com

Domestic (Denise): 07577 620812  Estate (David): 07974 972615

NORTH CRAVEN
Advice support and social opportunities

for older people and their carers.

Cheapside, Settle, BD24 9EW
Tel: 01729 823066

www.ageuk.org.uk/northcraven
Registered Charity number: 1141867

**************
Cottontail Crafts

“a paradise for crafters”

16 Duke Street Settle North Yorkshire BD24 9DN
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Sue & Steve Amphlett

www.cottontailcrafts.co.uk
sue@cottontailcrafts.co.uk

01729 822946
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A police representative attended and gave details of sixteen 
incidents that had occurred in and around the parish in the 
preceding month. These included traffic offences, vehicles 
and persons seen in suspicious circumstances, a burglary, 
a neighbour dispute and a domestic incident as a result of 
which one person was arrested.

When discussing highways and related matters, the 
Council noted that a broken dog waste bin on Cross Haw 
Lane had been reported to Craven District Council (CDC) 
and that the removal of cones from an undercut section 
of Old Road West, Clapham had been reported to North 
Yorkshire County Council (NYCC). The clerk was instructed 
to report potholes on Keasden Road, Clapham, a faded “no 
tipping” sign on Old Road West, Clapham and a drainage 
issue from the railway adjacent to Lawsings Brow.  

Much of the meeting was taken up with discussion of 
the consultation on closure of Clapham C of E Primary 
School. The Council was assisted by substantial and 
helpful contributions from members of the public who 
were in attendance. Parish Councillors will attend the 

Parish Council news

The next Parish Council meeting will be in the Village hall on Tuesday 23rd April, 2019 at 7.30pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  
The Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer Nigel Harrison can be contacted by email: njhar1957@gmail.com or telephone 015242 51165. 
For more about the parish council visit the parish council page at www.claphamyorkshire.co.uk

Both were well attended by representatives of local 
organisations and by interested parishioners. Cllr Colin Price 
welcomed everyone and delivered a report setting out details 
of the Parish Council and its work in the current year. Then 
the meeting was addressed by: Cllr Carl Lis who spoke for 
both the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority and Craven 
District Council (CDC) and Cllr David Ireton who spoke for 
both North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) and CDC. 

The meeting heard from representatives of: Clapham 
School Action Group, the Hyperfast Broadband Project, 
The Friends of Clapham Station, the Sustainability Group, 
Clapham Play Park, Clapham and District Newsletter, 
Clapham Village Store, the Ingleborough Estate, Age UK, the 
Clapham Development Association, Clapham and Keasden 
Churches and the Cave Rescue Organisation. All gave useful 
insights into the work of their organisations. There was some 
discussion re the School Action Group and its efforts to 
keep Clapham School open in the face of a consultation 
on its closure. The Parish Council is in agreement with the 
group’s aims and agreed to provide some financial support 
as a contribution towards expenses incurred. Detailed reports 
of the various speakers will be available in the minutes in 
due course. At the conclusion of the Annual Parish Meeting, 
the Council commenced its regular meeting.

Highways and related matters were considered. The 
clerk was instructed to report to NYCC a damaged bridge 
on the road between the Goat Gap Cafe and the B6480 and 
to raise the dangerous state of the stepping stones across 
the River Wenning on the footpath between Crina Bottom 
and Lawsings Brow. A drainage problem from the railway 

Public Consultation Meeting on 7th March, 2019 and will 
formulate a written response to NYCC after that meeting. 
Parish Councillors are keen to oppose the closure of the 
school.

Arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting which will 
take place at Clapham Village Hall at 7.30 pm on 26th March 
2019 were discussed and the Council received updates in 
relation to the Hyperfast Broadband project, which is nearing 
completion, the Neighbourhood Planning initiative, which 
is progressing towards consideration of a questionnaire sent 
to parishioners, and the project to restore the ornamental 
drinking fountain on Riverside, Clapham.

Donations were authorised to Settle Swimming Pool, 
Craven and Harrogate Citizens Advice Bureau and Clapham 
Park Association.

There was only one planning matter before the Council, 
namely an application for change of use of land adjacent 
to St Matthew’s Church Keasden from agricultural use 
to a churchyard with access. The Council supported this 
application.

(Lawsings Brow), potholes on Keasden Road (Black Hill) 
and a faded “no tipping” sign on Old Road, Clapham had 
all been reported to the relevant authorities. A request for a 
waste bin (lay-by on Old Road opposite the end of the road 
to Cold Cotes) was considered. The Clerk was instructed 
to write to CDC to see if they would empty a bin there if 
provided at the expense of the Parish Council.

Updates were received about the project to restore the 
fountain and the neighbourhood planning initiative. The 
fountain has not yet been connected to a water supply and 
the pipe intended for that purpose may be removed from 
Clapham Beck until circumstances permit completion of the 
task. In relation to the latter, the Parish Council was informed 
that there had been a good response to the questionnaire sent 
out to parishioners providing much material to be analysed.

The Council noted receipt of a grant from NYCC, 
provided via Cllr David Ireton, for the installation of a 
traditional finger post sign at Newby Cote.

The future of Clapham C of E Primary School was 
discussed briefly in the regular meeting, having been 
considered at greater length in the Annual Parish Meeting. 
The clerk was instructed to give the Parish Council’s written 
response, opposing closure, to NYCC.

In relation to planning, the Council supported an 
application for a single storey rear extension at Green Acre, 
The Green, Clapham. It was noted that applications to extend 
the gravel drive at Hall Garth and to erect a replacement 
agricultural storage building at Bleak Bank had both been 
approved conditionally by the Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Authority.

26th February, 2019 - Parish Council Meeting

26th March, 2019 - the Annual Parish Meeting and its regular meeting 
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Beckside Yarns 
& Needlecrafts 

A gallery full of fabulous yarns by: 
 

NORO 
DEBBIE BLISS 

ROWAN 
LOUISA HARDING 

BERGERE DE FRANCE 
STYLECRAFT 

……..and many more 

Help and advice always on hand 
Call 015242 51122 

Beckside Gallery, Church Avenue, 
Clapham, North Yorkshire, LA2 8EA 

www.becksideyarns.com  becksideyarns@gmail.com 

 

photo printing

banners, signs &
cut vinyl decals

posters & large
photo prints

20 STATION ROAD • SETTLE • BD24 9AA 

TEL: 01729 823990

hello@iprintshop.co.uk      
www.iprintshop.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL
DESIGN & PRINTSHOP

Recycle News
Tokyo 2020 Olympic medals will be made from 
recycled devices a�er millions of smartphone 

dona�ons
Millions of smartphones and tons of old digital 

products were donated
50,000 tons of devices, including cameras and 

games consoles were collected
They were collected for the Old Metals New Medals 

project across Japan

Some 2,700kg of bronze had already been extracted 
by June 2018 and by October there had been 28.4kg 

of gold and 3,500kg of silver extracted from the 
dona�ons

Recycle your ba�eries and printer cartridges 
in our Village Shop!

Other items can be recycled at Council Recycling 
Centres or back to the firms where you purchased 

the item.

  

  
 

  
 

Smar gna  

Ben	Fawcett	
M:	07950	028	622				T:	015242	62017	

E:	smartsignal@outlook.com	
W:	www.smartsignal.co.uk	

Aerial	&	Satellite	Installation	&	Repair	
Wi-Fi	&	Home	Network	

CCTV	Installation	
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Anglican Services in April and May
Clapham Austwick

Apr 7th Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am
14th Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am
21st Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am
28th Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am

May 5th Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am
12th Holy Communion at 11am Morning Prayer at 9.30am

Holy Communion at 6.30pm
19th Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am
26th Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am

Keasden Eldroth
Apr 7th Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am

14th No service Messy Church 11am-1pm
21st Holy Communion at 2pm Holy Communion at 7pm
28th Evening Service at 7pm No service

May 5th Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am
12th Holy Communion at 2pm No service
19th Lambing Service at 7pm No service
26th No service Evensong at 7pm

Tuesday Lemt Meetings conclude in April - all welcome:
2 April, Newby Chapel, 7.30pm, 9 April, Eldroth Church, 7.30pm
 

Morning Prayer continues to Thurs 18 April - all welcome:
Mondays - Clapham, 9.15am, Tuesdays - Eldroth, 9.15am 
Wednesdays - Austwick, 9.15am, Thursdays - Keasden, 10.00am

Clapham School Easter service Thurs 11 April 2.30pm - all welcome

Palm Sunday 14 April Messy Church 11am-1pm Eldroth - includes an 
Easter egg hunt and Easter garden competition. Lunch provided.

Maundy Thursday 18 April  ‘Potluck Passover’ Communion Meal 
Eldroth Church, 6.30pm. All welcome, more information is available in 
each church, numbers are limited, so please add your name to the sign-up 
sheet in your church ASAP.

Good Friday 19 April services 11am Keasden, 2pm Austwick.  
Easter Day Sunday 21 April.

Lambing Service Sunday 19 May 7pm at Wenningside Farm, LA2 8ET

Bethel Chapel, Cross Haw Lane, Clapham 
Sunday services (including Easter 21 April) 
Junior Church 10.15am, Services 11am and 6.30pm 
Weekdays 
1st Thursday Senior Citizens at 2pm 
3rd Thursday Fellowship at 2pm  
4th Thursday Coffee Evening at 7.30pm 
Children’s activities 
Mums & Tots Friday 9.30 to 11am 
Kmotion (primary school aged children) fortnightly Fridays 
at 6pm  
Encounter (9 years and up) fortnightly Fridays at 7.30pm
Family Fun Night Friday 5 April 6.30-8.30pm

Methodist Chapel, Newby
Usual service pattern - 1st Sunday in month at 2pm, all other 
Sundays at 11am 

Church news
John’s Notes: This is the time for Resurrection People 

This is in praise of all Resurrection 
People, in celebration of those who 
never say die. When I say ‘Resurrection 
People’ I’m thinking of those who 
have a zest for life: like George, an ex-
parishioner of mine who once abseiled 
100ft off a local viaduct to raise money 
for a hospice. He was then aged 91 and 
had had a triple heart bypass. To avoid 
any irksome health and safety niggles, 

on the abseil application form he’d put his age down as 
‘Twenty-plus’. Resurrection People are indefatigable.

They are people who don’t give up easily: like my friend 
Adrian, a vicar in rural North Wales, who on the morning 
of a winter wedding opened his front door to find that the 
snow outside was waist deep. To ensure the wedding went 
ahead he coordinated a magnificent community effort. Over 
30 people of all ages turned out to clear the road and remove 
two feet of snow from the church path; a local councillor 
borrowed a snow plough; the organist heroically arrived by 
thumbing two lifts, one of which was on a fire engine. The 
bride later said 'There were people with shovels that I didn't 
even know!’ Yes, Resurrection People are unstoppable.

I’m thinking of those who have a terminal illness but 
who give their time and energy to supporting and counselling 
others who are ill themselves; or those who turn their losses 
into opportunities - like being made redundant later in life 
who pick themselves up and start a new kind of work 
altogether. I’m thinking of those who give their lives as 
medical professionals or as peace-keepers, negotiators, 
healers and reconcilers in conflicted parts of our country and 
the world. Educators who refuse to see anyone as a no-hoper, 
and open up opportunities their students never imagined 
they’d have. Resurrection People turn dead-endings into 
fresh starts.

Whether you regard the resurrection of Jesus as an event 
in history or a myth, it’s undeniable that it has released into 
the world a power surge of life, a power force for life which 
makes for the sort of never-say-die attitudes which are the 
impetus to make new beginnings possible. I think this power 
flows through us all, it’s the innate Jesus gene we’ve all 
inherited. Not all Resurrection People are believers - though 
all followers of Christ will be Resurrection People.

The times we’re living through call for us to never 
say die. Where powerful forces combine to undercut the 
institutions which for generations have brought health, 
welfare, education and cohesion to our villages and towns, 
where the end of things is in the air: this is the time to 
activate  the greater power latent in us to stand for life; to 
use all the gifts and character we have been given to create 
opportunities to make new beginnings possible. This is our 
Easter time.

Revd John Davies, Priest in Charge
john.davies@leeds.anglican.org. 01524 805928
Read more from John at bit.ly/johndavies-talks
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Mon – Fri:  10-5 / Saturday:  9:30-5:30 / Sunday:  10-4 

• Fully equipped service & repair workshop
• Demo & hire bikes available from £50
• On site test track
• Free on site parking for local trails – Park &

Ride!
• Members of Bike2Work & Cyclescheme
• 0% finance available up to 36 months
• Stockists of Specialized, NS Bikes, Santa Cruz

& Whyte

www.escapebikeshop.com 
015242 41226 – Kirksteads, Westhouse, Ingleton, LA6 3NJ 

Visit us at: Logs Direct Ltd, Brooklands Farm,
Addington Road, Lancaster, LA2 6PG.

Tel: 01524 812476   Email: enquiries@logsdirect.co.uk

www.logsdirect.co.uk   www.thelogyard.net

•Mushroom Compost •Top Soil 
•Bark •Kiln Dried Logs

•Firelighters •Smokeless Fuel •Pellets 
•House Coal •Kindling •Firelighters 

•Wood Pellets •Briquettes 

Try our NEW products
•Coffee Logs •Evening Lighters

•Yorganics Compost •Brackenburn Brackettes

We offer local, independent advice.

Free local delivery (min order required)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Tearoom  
serving lovely homemade food 

• Garden Centre 
• Reclamation Centre 
• Luxury Craft Courses 

 

Wigglesworth, BD23 4SN 
          01729 840848 

www.BeAGardenMaker.co.uk 
Find Us on the Settle to Sawley Road 

 

Bridge Cottage B&B

Five-star rated. Two double bedrooms with en suite 
shower plus one superking/twin with ensuite bath and 
separate shower. From £40 per person. Home-baking. 
Great choice of cooked breakfasts, all freshly made from 
local produce. All diets catered for. Dog-friendly. 
Gift vouchers for any amount now available.

Telephone 015242 51506
www.bridgecottageclapham.co.uk
Station Road, Clapham LA2 8DP
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Up on the farm
Over the years many articles, pamphlets and, indeed, whole 
books have been written regarding the management of sheep 
and how to get them to perform at such a high level that it 
could even be possible (though unlikely) to make a living 
from farming them. Usually they are written by people with 
the appropriate qualifications who have spent many years 
studying their subject, for instance when vets are not leafing 
through Yachting Times or planning their next skiing trip 
they often like to pen a tidy little 
piece in the Farmer’s Guardian 
explaining where the shepherd 
is going wrong and how to put it 
right. They point out that keeping 
sheep is really quite easy with 
nothing much to it. Everything 
from internal parasites to high 
energy diets is explained very 
simply, any idiot can farm sheep.

Despite what the experts 
think the only thing that anyone 
needs to remember about sheep 
is that they find it enormously 
satisfying to drop dead at any 
time of year for no apparent 
reason. They like to inflict 
maximum emotional damage on 
the shepherd as they do this so 
lambing time is a favourite. It is 
why shepherds appear gaunt and 
unshaven. Like politicians, they 
lose the ability to string together 
a coherent sentence and speak 
a language only the faithful collie can understand. My old 
Uncle Bill attended over seventy lambing times and summed 
up what many experts have tried and failed to do with his 
poem, Wayward Sheep, “O sheep will drive you to despair, 
they`re unmitigated twits, for some will lamb without no 
milk or else without both tits.” That line just about sums up 
the shepherd`s world and especially lambing time.

At this time of year sheep are front and centre of our 
farm - lambing time is upon us and all the despairing 
challenges that go with it. It is well known in the farming 

world that each lambing season takes five years off the 
life expectancy of the average shepherd. The sheep were 
pregnancy scanned in January and those having multiple 
births have had the best of everything including bought in 
concentrates. Those having just the one lamb have been 
content to eat high energy feed blocks and the hay which was 
a pleasure to make in the dry few weeks towards the end of 
June last summer and has been a pleasure to feed over the 

winter. Our feeding programme has 
been geared towards healthy sheep 
which (hopefully) leads to lots of 
milk and healthy lambs.

As usual the weather has a 
vital role. Our sheep lamb outside 
which can mean endless rain and 
wind making a lot more work as 
new born lambs that do not get to 
the vital milk supply in the first hour 
of life get starved quickly. 

The first “look of the day” as 
it becomes light can mean any 
casualties being brought round in 
the bottom oven of the Rayburn, 
next to the kindling. Experienced 
sheep avoid this and lamb in the 
bield of a drystone wall. They have 
the knack of coaxing the lamb to 
the teat, remarkable. First time 
mothers are less sure how to behave 
and some actually think they have 
given birth to a grenade and get as 
far away from it, as fast as possible.

By the same token, if the weather is kind, lambing 
outside is a pleasure. A bit of sunshine goes a long way - it 
is good and very healthy for sheep lamb and, of course, 
shepherd. Only those that need assistance get inside at Bleak 
Bank, often they get to ride in the “lambulance” and can have 
a limited period in the barn if necessary. Bed blocking is 
strictly forbidden and as soon as possible they head back out. 

Wish us good luck and lots of sunshine…
John Dawson

Guess the year ...

 

Clapham Art Group Annual Exhibition 
The Village Hall, Clapham, North Yorkshire LA2 8DZ

Showcasing new and exciting works 
of art. Original in concept and 
uniquely created, all work is 
available to buy. In addition to 
framed pieces, there are sketches, 
unframed mounted work and a 
selection of cards on sale. 
Preview: Friday 24 May from 8pm   
All Welcome 
Open Daily 11am to 6pm from 
Saturday 25 May to Sunday 02 June

Entry fee 50p 
Delicious homemade refreshments available 

Wheelchair access 
Further details contact: claphamart51@gmail.com

Prunus serrula: Christine Frost: copyright 
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Clapham at the centre of the world of fashion
What do the following people have in common:  Karl 
Lagerfeld, Ralph Lauren,  Yves St Laurent, Giorgo Armani, 
Donna Karen,  Edward Crutchley? 
A: They have all won the prestigious International Woolmark 
Prize for Fashion.    
Who is the luckiest of them all and why?      
A:  Edward Crutchley because he grew up in Clapham where 
his dad, David, still lives while  his mum, Kath, lives in the 
tropical south in  Feizor.

The 2019 prize, worth 200,000 Australian dollars, was 
awarded to Edward at a ceremony in London in February 
when twelve designers, chosen from over 300 entrants, 
presented their wares to a panel of judges. He also won the 
award for Innovation, worth a mere 100,000 dollars. The 
pieces in his collection were made of 100% merino wool 
with no blends, no mixes and he set out to achieve as many 
levels of texture, weights and drapes as he could. The judges 
were hugely impressed and one said, 'I don't think there's 
ever been a designer like Edward in the competition. 

I find the whole idea of him being a winner and the 
figurehead of creative, innovative use of wool in the fashion 
industry so exciting. I can't wait to see what's going to 
happen.'  You can read for yourself about his outstanding 
achievement and see his designs via Google or in the pages 
of magazines such as Vogue. It is probably fair to say that 
he will sell more of his menswear in Paris or the West End 
than in Keasden.

I spotted his potential when he was four years old 
because he had a grasp of detail even at that age. I phoned 
David to arrange a high level academic seminar on the first 
tee at Bentham Golf Club. Edward answered the phone and 
when I asked to speak to his dad he said that would not 
be possible at that precise moment because he was on the 
lavatory and he would be 'Just seven minutes.'  He continued 
to show that awareness and precision during his time at 
Settle College and St Martin's in London, the college with a 
worldwide reputation for developing excellence in the field 
of fashion. Since he graduated he has worked for some very 
well known figures including names that even I have heard 
of, such as Louis Vuitton and Kanye West and has travelled 
extensively from the mills of Rochdale to the mountains of 
Japan.

Those readers who question my suitability for writing 
this report probably do not realise that I have always been 
obsessed by labels and my extensive wardrobe includes 
such names as Oxfam, Macmillan and Age UK. I shall soon 
contact Edward to find out if he needs models from his 
own village because I know of several men in Clapham 
who would bring an interesting new vibe to the catwalk (or 
runway as we insiders call it when speaking of male models). 

If you sell your car or tractor you could even afford to buy 
one of Edward’s outfits for yourself. Until I go to Motorpoint 
to arrange a sale all I can do is to marvel at his success and 
look forward to reading about his future triumphs

Stuart Marshall.
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Ingleborough Estate Nature Trail

Upcoming Events
We have worked hard to pull together a selection of 
interesting and exciting events for 2019, and we hope that 
villagers may choose to come and join us. Spend a day with 
John Cordingley learning about the geology that surrounds 
us on a 450 million-year journey through time above and 
below Ingleborough, or hone your photography skills on one 
of Stephen Knowles’ tutorials, or at one of our photography 
evenings inside Ingleborough Cave. We have inserted 
flyers for the events, and you can use the discount code 
“ClaphamNewsApril” for 25% off when booking online.
Interpretation Panels

We will soon install 10 interpretation panels and 4 
waymarkers between the entrance to the Ingleborough Estate 
Nature Trail and Ingleborough Cave that will explore the 
fascinating history, geology, flora and fauna along the trail. 
These signs have been a long time in the making, and I have 
worked closely with Maria Farrer, Annie Farrer and Debbie 
Boswell of the Yorkshire Dales Millenium Trust to ensure that 
the content and design are of the highest standard possible. I 
personally found it fascinating researching the subjects and 
finding out more about the trail and its incredible history, 
and I hope that you will all find the signs to be informative, 
interesting and in keeping with the beautiful surroundings. 
We had to edit the text and cut large chunks due to the 
vast amount of content we collated, but we are very keen 
to make this information available for those interested, so 
additional content on each sign and subject will be accessible 

on the new Ingleborough Estate Nature Trail website (www.
ingleboroughestatenaturetrail.co.uk) that is coming soon.

Special thanks go to Maria, Annie and Debbie, without 
whom the project would never have been completed. I would 
also like to thank John Cordingley, David Crutchley and 
Tim Hutchinson for sharing their invaluable knowledge on 
specific subjects at various points throughout the project, 
and James Innerdale for the two fantastic illustrations that 
he provided. The project was part funded by the Stories In 
Stone scheme from the Yorkshire Dales Millenium Trust.

Andrew Jarman
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UNIT 2, SOWARTH FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SETTLE, BD24 9AF                        
01729 825122  

Mon-Fri 9am till 4.30pm   Sat 10am till 12.30pm 
     info@peterallenflooring.co.uk 

With Over 30 years experience. 
  Domestic & Commercial Flooring. 

 Amtico and Karndean Design Showroom. 

 Made to Measure Blinds. 

 Beds and Mattresses. 

 Rugs. 

 Bespoke Furniture, Harris tweed/Abraham moon. 

 Solid Oak & Pine Furniture. 

 We offer a Free measuring service. 

 Ample Free Parking 

 

Clapham Village Store
... the heart of our village

Summer Opening Hours from April 1st

Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri: 8am – 5.30pm
Thu: 8am – 7.00pm
Sat & Sun: 8am – 3.30pm

Main Street, Clapham, LA2 8DP 
Tel. (015242) 51524
info@claphamvillagestore.co.uk
www.claphamvillagestore.co.uk



13

Before & After School Club  
Flexible Hours  
30 hrs & 15 hrs Funded Places Available  
Pick up & Drop off from Local Schools  
Holiday club available  

Call 01524 241903 for 
more information-

www.kidzdaynursery.co.uk Accredited Nursery 

Wildlife at Clapham
Pochard – Aythya ferina
The pochard is a diving duck which is smaller than a mallard. 
The males are distinctive with a dark red head, black breast 
and pale grey upper parts and under parts; the females are 
a drab grey brown all over. 

The Pochard is one of two Aythya-type diving ducks that 
breed and winter in this country, the other being the tufted 
duck. The third Aythya-type duck is the scaup but that only 
winters here on coastal estuaries. Pochards start breeding 
at the beginning of April but, 
by the time the female starts 
incubating the eggs, the male 
will leave her to raise the 
ducklings on her own and he 
will go off and start his summer 
moult (eclipse). The best time 
to see pochards is during the 
winter when they form large 
flocks on lakes and reservoirs. 
These flocks also include large 
numbers of migratory pochards 
and tufted ducks from Northern and Eastern Europe and 
Central Russia. Sometimes, however, smaller flocks or 
individual birds will turn up on very small lakes and ponds 
especially after gale force winds just like those we had 
during early March. On 14th March, after five days of very 
strong to gale force winds, one male Pochard was found on 
Clapham pond where it spent most of the day sleeping and 
resting. As soon as the weather cleared and the winds eased it 
took off and flew in a west to north westerly direction. There 
are several sites within twenty miles of Clapham that can 
have wintering pochards, including Hellifield flash, Stocks 
reservoir, Leighton moss/Pine lake area, Semer Water and 
Killington reservoir, so this duck could have come from any 
one of these areas during the gales. This was not the first 
time a pochard has been seen around the local area: I have 
seen two males on Clapham lake on different dates during 
the past twenty five years but I cannot remember what dates 
I saw them on.

One female stonechat was seen at Hardacre Moss on 
19th January and one male stonechat was seen at Crook 
beck on 17th February.

The little egret spotted by Simon Gresswell (mentioned 
in the last Newsletter) was seen again in a field next to 
Newby mid-January and then again on 22nd February. The 
first oystercatcher was heard calling near Crina Bottom farm 
on 20th January. Three more have been seen regularly near 
Clapham since then and twelve were seen near Nutta farm 
on 1st March.

The first curlew was heard calling near Crina Bottom 
farm on 15th February and small numbers have been seen 

around the area since then, 
but any movement of curlews 
and oystercatchers was put on 
hold during the heavy rain and 
strong westerly winds we had 
during the early part of March.

Two wintering male 
blackcaps have been seen: 
one at Farrer Lodge on 24th 
February and the other at 
Ingleborough Hall on 13th 
March.

With the unusually warm weather we had nationwide 
during the last week of February, I was hoping there might 
have been some early summer migrants seen locally. 
Swallows, house and sand martins were seen at quite a few 
places around the country but none were seen here, though 
a small tortoiseshell and a peacock butterfly were seen 
at Ingleborough Hall on 26th February. However, flights 
totalling some 350 meadow pipits were observed heading 
north over Ingleborough Hall on 20th March so the spring 
migration is now truly underway.

Tim Hutchinson
Smithy Cottage

Sleeping pochards

Thank you
Thanks to all who helped raise funds for the Friends of 
Clapham School at the recent Jumble Sale. Over £600 
was made on the day and the continued support is much 
appreciated.

Tracey Bilton
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B&W Funerals Ltd

Ingleton, Burton, Bentham, Austwick, Clapham, 
Settle,Wray, Hornby, Caton, Kirkby Lonsdale

& all the surrounding areas

39 Main Street, Ingleton, Carnforth LA6 3EH
jmfunerals@gmail.com

         Tel: Office 015242 41293
Home: 015242 61370  Mobile: 07758 002260

James G Macdonald

24 Hour Service
Private Chapel of Rest

We offer our own Funeral Plans on request

Clapham & Newby Village Hall 

Regular Events
Monday 

Afternoons
1.30 – 4pm

BOWLS Mrs Denne
015242 51617

Tuesday
Evenings

7pm
(Wednesday 

mornings in winter)

CLAPHAM ART
GROUP

Linda Clemence
01729 823767

4th Tuesday 
of the month

7.30pm

PARISH 
COUNCIL

Nigel Harrison
015242 51165

njhar@gmail.com

Wednesday
Evenings

7pm

ChirpYOGA

(Trial to determine viability 
– please support!)

Susanne Thomas
07957 152957

bookings@chirpyoga.com

1st Wednesday 
of the month

11am
AGE UK Brenda Pearce

015242 51816

2nd Wednesday
of the month

7pm

CLAPHAM with 
HORTON W.I.

Jill Walker
01729 825358

Thursday 
Mornings

9 – 10.30am
TAI CHI Tony Bennett

C/o 015242 51240

Friday 
Evenings
7.30pm

WHIST Elsie Morphett
07951 295995

CLAPHAM LECTURE GROUP

Annual General Meeting

Tuesday 9th May at 7.15pm

Clapham Village School
Rear Classroom
All Welcome

Guest Speaker: Tony Horsewill
Quantum Physics for the Uninitiated

Spring Coffee Morning
Saturday 13 April 10am – 12 noon

Clapham Village Hall

Homemade refreshments, Stalls, 
Tombola, Raffle

Everyone welcome

Raising funds for Bentham & District Pet Rescue

Helping animals and their owners in our local district

A date for your diary… 

Clapham Village Hall 
Saturday  7th  September 

10.00 till 12.30 

All donations of art and crafts are 
welcome, donate as much of the sale 

value as you like. Please get busy! 
For more details contact Chris Horsewill, 
ajhnottm@gmail.com or 01524251716. 

Supporting both Alzheimer’s and Cancer 
Research charities. 
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Village hall report Moist chocolate and rum squares

Ingredients
150g spreadable butter
150g golden caster sugar
5 large eggs, separated
150g ground almonds
110g dark chocolate (min 70% cocoa solids) grated
1 tablespoon double cream or crème fraiche
2 tablespoons rum
Mini chocolate eggs
Plus
1 oblong tin 20cm x 26cm – 4cm deep, base and sides lined 
with a non-stick liner
Pre-heat the oven to 170° or 150° fan oven or gas mark 3
Method
Place the butter, sugar and egg yolks in a bowl and whisk 
them for about a minute until thoroughly blended.
Fold in the almonds and grated chocolate.
Whisk egg whites to soft peaks then carefully fold half into 
the chocolate mixture, followed by the other half.
Spread the mixture in the prepared tin, levelling it with the 
back of a tablespoon, and bake near the centre of the oven 
for about 55 minutes to 1 hour or until it feels springy in 
the centre. Leave the cake to cool in the tin, and then lift the 
cake out using the liner.
Place it on a board, then holding the liner at one end, use a 
palette knife to slide the cake directly onto the board. 
Icing
Put the broken-up chocolate in a bowl over a pan simmering 
water. When melted take it off the heat and stir in the cream 
and 1 tablespoon of rum. Let the icing cool and thicken a 
bit. Sprinkle the other tablespoon of rum over the top of 
the cooled cake and spread with the cooled chocolate icing 
using a palette knife. Decorate with mini chocolate eggs.  
Cut into squares when the icing is set.
Store in an airtight tin.

Clapham with Horton W.I.

Keasden rainfall report
2018 2019

January 5¾”  or 14.60cm 3” or 7.62cm

February 4¾” or 12.06cm 4¾” or 12.06cm

As you may know, we have been fundraising for improvements 
to the hall. The planned works have now been completed and 
those who attended recent events will have noted the new 
decor. The Domino Drive raised a massive £690, swelled by 
selling wine left from the successful Burns Night in January. 
The heating system seems to be working well - so long as 
I remember to programme it - and there are no more leaks 
from the roof, hooray! 

Will you fund a chair or two? We realise that the look 
of the Hall is partly spoiled by the mish-mash of old chairs. 
Not only do they look bad, they are not particularly comfy. 
We are researching the purchase of new ones and looking 
for sponsors. This has started with a very generous offer of 
£500. Ideally, it would be nice to replace about 60 of them 
at a cost of about £25 per chair; if you wish to be associated 
with this, we would love to hear from you. Our next event is 
the ever exciting, “Duck Race” on 27th July at the Clapham 
Street Fair. Thanks to all who use, and support, our Hall.

David Kingsley     

Scandimoot 2019 is looking forward to being in Clapham 
in May.

We hope you can come to the full performance and dance 
evening in Victoria Hall Settle on Sunday evening 6th May.  

As always, we’ll be putting on the usual free concert in 
St James’ Church in Clapham - especially for residents on 
Monday 7th May at 2.00pm.   Look out for our posters and 
publicity around  in a week or two’s time. 

We do hope we can introduce you to our wonderful 
Norwegian visitors!

Pat Goodacre
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garden centre & cafe

The Old Joiners Shop, 
Kings Mill Lane, Settle, BD24 9BS.
(Access off Sowarth Field ind est)
tel: 01729 824247 
www.layoftheland.co.uk

we stock:
Perennials, Alpines 
Roses, Shrubs
Conifers, Vegetables
Pots and Planters
Baskets and Bedding
Seeds, Tools 
Sprays and Composts
Bird Care, Gifts, 
Seasonal Decorations
National Garden Gift Vouchers
and more!

TEATIME VINTAGE
Curios, Collectables & Creations

Vintage Heaven 
in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales

Tracey Bilton
Home Barn, Church Avenue

Clapham, LA2 8EQ
015242 51804 or 0791 719 8625
Teatimevintage14@gmail.com

The newsletter is a community initiative which shares news, 
announcements and items of interest. It is funded mainly from 
advertising revenue and volunteers’ fundraising.  It relies on 
volunteers to get it together and distribute it.   The intention is 
that it’s both ‘for you’ and ‘by you’, so we rely on submissions 
from readers and the village institutions which make up our 
community.  More committee members needed now!

The next edition will be distributed for the beginning of June.  
Copy deadline: Monday, 20 May 2019.

Articles should be around 300 words and, if possible, accompanied by 
a high resolution photograph.  For further details contact Andy Scott.    

The newsletter is distributed free to the communities of Clapham, 
Newby and Keasden.  Copies are available in the Village Store and 
local churches.  If you would like to help with distribution in your 
patch - do get in touch. 

Electronic versions are displayed on the Clapham Village website, 
thus increasing the audience by potentially large numbers.

Contact: Andy Email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

Advertisements
Advertising rates start from £10. 
Contact Judith Dawson for further details.

We are able to print in colour thanks to generous sponsors 
and supporters.
December 2018 edition - Glencroft
February 2019 edition - the parish council
April 2019 edition - Ingleborough Estate Nature Trail
We would love to hear from you if you, or your business, would 
like to advertise or sponsor colour printing in a future edition.

Contact: Judith Email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

 
Settle Photographic Group 

Monday 1 April: 19.30 Townhead Court, Settle  
The Art in Architecture by Les Forrester 

Monday 15 April: 19.30 Townhead Court, Settle  
Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday 16 April  
Lambing Visit - morning 
Friday 17 May: 10.30am 

Visit to Saltaire AM & Bingley Arts Centre PM. 
Monday 20 May: 19.30 Townhead Court, Settle  

Some members will talk about their projects, 
interests and outings. 

 

From May to September inclusive there is only one evening 
meeting a month as well as one visit. 

www.settlephotos.org 
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A WARM WELCOME AWAITS AT

THE NEW INN - OLD ROAD CLAPHAM LA2 8HH

why not come and 
meet Chris, Jackie 
and the team and 

enjoy a treat on us?

YOUR BILL 
WHEN YOU 

DINE WITH US 
20% 
OFF

BRING THIS VOUCHER WITH YOU AND RECEIVE 20% OFF YOUR BILL

Monday to Friday 
from 12 until 2pm

THE NEW INN - OLD ROAD CLAPHAM LA2 8HH

Your fabulous local has undergone a marvellous 
transformation with great beers and a fantastic 
new menu freshly prepared to bring you the 
best drink and dining experience.

FANCY A LUNCHTIME TREAT? 
2 courses for £8.00 

VALID UNTIL
MONDAY 15TH APRIL 2019

Steam update
February saw the return to main line service of two steam 
locomotives after long periods of repair and maintenance. 

The story of the first – LMS Jubilee Class no 45596 
Bahamas – was 
told in the last issue 
and she returned 
with two “there-
and-back” runs 
over the Settle 
and Carlisle line 
on Saturdays 9th 
and 16th February. 
The second loco 
was Great Western 
Railway’s Castle 
Class no 7029 
Clun Castle which 
headed excursion 
runs on 28th Feb 
and 7th March after 
an absence of some 31 years. This engine is predominantly 
based in the West Midlands but it is hoped she will head 
north at some stage in her new career.

With the Spring Equinox behind us we can look forward 
to summer and the increased opportunities to see steam 
locally with the better weather and longer days. The regular 
Dalesman services over the Settle and Carlisle line are due 

to restart with a fortnightly service (on Tuesdays) beginning 
the end of April. These services are steam-hauled between 
Hellifield and Carlisle so the locomotives due to work them 

should pass through 
Clapham en-route 
from their base in 
Carnforth.

Over the past 
few weeks the 
station has seen a 
couple of steam 
m o v e m e n t s , 
perhaps the most 
exciting of which 
was a steam test run 
by LMS Princess 
Royal Class No 
6201 Princess 
Elizabeth which 
passed through on 

a “there-and-back” run between Carnforth and Hellifield 
on Thursday 14th March. On the return trip, the loco paused 
for an inspection by its crew just on the approach to Clapham 
Viaduct. Hopefully we will see more runs like this as locos 
are prepared for the summer services.

Andy Scott
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0 1 7 2 9  8 2 3 5 3 8
www.daleheadvetgroup.co.uk

S E T T L E  I  B E N T H A M

24HR CARE
FOR YOUR PET

Plumbing    Heating  

Security    Electrical    WiFi 

Specialists in: 
• Fire & security installations
• Electrical installations, inspection & testing
• Plumbing & heating installations & servicing
• Renewable installations & servicing
• Wi-Fi installations
• Home automation systems
• Automated gates and access control

E: info@howsonsltd.co.uk 
W: www.howsonsltd.co.uk 
T: 015242 41422 

Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Se�le
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!

THE ONE-STOP SHOP
Complete and par�al rewires, electrical check on exis�ng installa�ons.  

Small appliance tes�ng.
Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for chest freezers, larder 

fridges, washing machines, tumble dryers, dishwashers, cookers, 
microwaves and vacuum cleaners.
BRIGHTEN UP YOUR HOME

Our ligh�ng showroom will give you all the latest ideas, we offer a free 
design service with installa�on if required.

Telephone: 01729 823423 Email: harrisonandcross@gmail.com

SETTLE COUNTRY STORE
Agricultural Supplies

Animal Feed
Animal Health

Equestrian
Country Clothing

Fencing & Gate supplies
01729 815070

David: 07538 289866 or Rosie: 07398 117269
Email: se�lecountrystore@outlook.com

11 Sowarth Field Ind. Estate, Se�le, BD24 9AF

KEVIN CHADWICK
On-site welding

Plant repairs

Vehicle repairs

Tyres & exhausts

Wax oil treatment

Unit 1, Dales View, Old Road, Clapham, LA2 8JH

Telephone: 07779 081388

JLL Plumbing and Hea�ng Engineers are 
gas safe and LPG/Natural gas registered.

We are based in Ingleton and offer a wide 
range of plumbing and hea�ng services 

Call us: 01524 813 333
Website: www.jllplumbing.co.uk

Email: enquiries@jllplumbing.co.uk
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North Craven’s Heritage
In 1968 a young playwright wrote to the Craven Herald 
asking the Council to stop its policy of demolishing 
potentially sound old cottages to make way for insensitive 
modern development in Settle.  That playwright was Alan 
Bennett and he, along with a number of like-minded people, 
formed the Settle & District Civic Society a few weeks 
afterwards. The successors to that society, the North Craven 
Heritage Trust, the North Craven Building Preservation 
Trust and the Museum of North Craven Life, have been 
very successful over the fifty years since,

To celebrate this 50th Anniversary a booklet, Fifty Years 
On: Securing North Craven’s Heritage, has been published. 
Alan Bennett has written the foreword which he ends by 
saying "In the fifty years since the Society was founded 
conservation, while more popular, has not got easier. Our 
societies still deserve support. Nobody wants a suburban 
Craven. There is still a great deal to be done."

At the booklet launch James Innerdale – a Conservation 
Architect and former Chairman of the Building Trust – 
quoted from William Morris, the designer,  “We are only 
the trustees for those that come after us”. Mr Innerdale was 
positive about the increase in skilled local craftsmen and 
availability of traditional materials. He felt there was now 
less risk of the demolition of historic buildings. However, he 
explained that the new National Planning Policy Framework 
puts extra pressures on the local authority planners to assess 
and understand impact on historical buildings at a time 
of additional cuts. The skills the Trusts provide will have 
an ongoing important role, particularly as Craven District 
Council does not have a conservation officer, but they must 
remain constructive with their comments.  Mr Innerdale 
quoted from an article written in the booklet by Anne Read, 
President NCHT and Trustee of NCBPT, “We must try to 
live in the present, take care of the past and plan for the 
future”.

The work of the North Craven Heritage Trust continues, 
with a need for participation of people who share its aims. 
The Trust is appealing to those who value the heritage of 
the area to join up.  Copies of the booklet are available from 
The Folly in Settle and other outlets.

Pamela Jordan

Winter “get togethers” 2019
By the time this newsletter comes, St. James’s church will 
have held three ‘get togethers’ on Saturday mornings – one 
in January, one in February and one in March. 

Aren’t they just fundraising events you might say? Well, 
in one way they are. They have all the usual things – bacon 
butties, tea and coffee, raffle, book stall, cakes, jams etc. By 
the time the final one takes place in March we will probably 
have raised about £900 for church funds and we thank all 
of you who came along to support us. 

However, when they were planned there was another aim 
in mind and that was to provide an opportunity for people 
to get together during the winter months when it is more 
difficult to get out, have a wander round the village and meet 
others for a chat. Evening events are less attractive in the 
winter for some residents so we felt we would concentrate 
our efforts during the day. The fact that these sessions have 
been well supported suggests that many appreciate this 
opportunity so the dates are already booked for 2020! 

Sue Mann  

YDMT news
Despite the very changeable weather Yorkshire Dales 
Millennium Trust has been delivering projects to support the 
people, landscape and wildlife of this special area.  Winter is 
the ideal time of the year to plant trees and over the last few 
months we have been continuing to create vital woodlands. 
It is part of our Together for Trees campaign that supports 
the planting of 100,000 native broadleaf trees in the Dales 
over the next two years.

Spring sees the return of our Flowers of the Dales 
Festival. Now in its eleventh year, there are 125 events to 
choose from - find out more online  or by picking up a 
brochure.

Our Stories in Stone scheme offers funding for 
conservation projects in the Ingleborough area. Heritage 
Grants of up to £5,000 are available for projects that 
restore, celebrate or increase understanding of the area’s 
natural, historical and cultural features. The closing date 
for applications is 21 May. Local projects supported so far 
include drystone wall restoration, information panels for the 
CRO, an all-terrain tramper and interpretation panels (to be 
installed soon) for the nature trail, a community-led study 
about Clapham wills and inventories and an archaeological 
investigation of Clapham Bottoms near Trow Gill (the 
fascinating project report is now available to buy from the 
office for £5). The poor condition of parts of Long Lane/
Thwaite Lane public rights of way will soon be improved.

We’re also launching a special walk for younger 
members of our community with the Clapham Boggart … 
keep your eye out for more information!

Finally, we’d like to say a huge thank you to all our 
supporters.

To find out more call us on 015242 51002, email info@
ydmt.org, visit www.ydmt.org or pop into the office Mon-Fri 
9am-5pm.

Mike Appleton
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Our messages

“Clapham school is 
improving and pupil 
numbers can only go 
up given how many 
new families and 

houses are coming to 
the parish”

“Clapham school can 
find other schools to 
share costs with once 

it’s clear we’re 
growing and able to 
balance our books”

“Our community will 
stand by the school 
and donate time and 
money whilst it gets 
through the recent 

dip in pupil numbers” 

Until
April 4th

Until
April 15th

Reply to the 
consultation

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/pr
oposal-close-clapham-primary-sch

ool

or return the form put through 
your letterbox

call Zoe on 07973 202169 if you 
need help

Write to your local 
representatives

Craven District

David Ireton
cllr.direton@cravendc.gov.uk

Carl Lis
cllr.clis@cravendc.gov.uk

North Yorkshire CC

David Ireton
cllr.david.ireton@northyorks.gov.uk

Parliament

Julian Smith
julian.smith.mp@parliament.uk

Contribute to the Clapham Educational 
Fund

Contact Iain Crossley
07887 804553

Expressions of Interest

Prospective parents contact 
Zoe on 07973 202169 for help

Support our school - how you can help

Diary dates
April May
4th : Deadline for school consultation replies - see above 3rd-6th: Scandimoot

11th: 2.30pm School Easter service - Clapham Church 4th: 2-6pm Photography tutorials *

13th: 10am-12 noon Coffee morning - Clapham Village Hall 9th: 7.15pm Clapham Lecture Group AGM - Clapham School

13th: 2-6pm Photography tutorials * 20th: Newsletter deadline day

20th: 9.45am-4pm 450 million years of geology * 24th: 8pm Clapham Art Group Exhbition preview - Village Hall

23rd: 7.30pm Parish Council meeting -  Clapham Village Hall 25th: 9.45am-4pm 450 million years of geology*

27th: 4.45-7.45pm Photography Tutorials * 25th - 2nd June 11am-6pm Art Group Exhibtion - Village Hall

* for further information about these events go to 25th: 4.45-7.45pm Photography Tutorials *

www.ingleboroughcave.co.uk or phone 015242 51242 28th: 7.30pm Parish Council meeting -  Clapham Village Hall


