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Many foreign folk are amused and puzzled by the British 
obsession with the weather. If they were involved in running 
Clapham's annual street fair they would understand. After 
several days of sun and warmth the weather at 7am on the 
big day was unpromising. By 10 am it was unappealing. 
By 1pm it was unspeakable and by the time of the duck 
race at 2.30 the stewards 
debated whether to float 
the ducks in the beck 
or in the stream down 
Church Avenue.

Does this mean that 
the day was a dismal, 
damp non-event? 
Not at all! It was a 
triumph for everyone 
who worked so hard to 
make it happen. There 
were as many stalls as 
usual selling homemade 
produce for many 
different charitable 
organisations or raising 
funds via tombolas, 
white elephants and 
raffles. 

Refreshments were served in the village hall and the 
C.R.O. whilst the steam arising from the hot plate at the 
bacon butty stall indicated a brisk trade for hungry non-
vegetarians. Some stalls were there not to raise money but to 
raise awareness of a particular organisation such as  Upland 
Commons and I learned a lot by reading their displays. The 
vintage cars always attract much attention because  the 
vehicles are so beautifully maintained and I was particularly 
fascinated by a Ronart, a species that I had never heard of. It 
had more pipes emerging from the bonnet than a cathedral 
organ and looked both shiny and expensive. When I looked it 
up on the web I noted with interest that sellers were reluctant 
to attach a price tag so it is unlikely that I will receive one 
for my birthday.    

Entertainment was provided by The Bryce Street 
Strummers Ukelele Showband and the Batty Moss Buskers 
whilst The Flagcrackers of Craven, wearing waterproof 
make-up, did their Morris Dancing as joyously as usual, 
undeterred by the puddles. There were attractions for 
children such as face painting and games in the car park and 

a bouncy castle at the 
school, as well as some 
very attractive Shetland 
ponies who probably 
thought the weather was 
gorgeous compared to 
their island home. The 
Tyrolean Traverse run 
by the C.R.O. offered 
a more challenging 
way of crossing the 
beck by an aerial route 
but sadly without 
an  accompanying 
Alpenhorn and the 
ducking pond outside 
their H.Q. was popular.

The fair gives us all 
an opportunity to meet 
up again with people 

who only come to our village once a year and we were also 
particularly pleased to see Elga Balmford back on familiar 
territory now she is strong enough to be out again. The day 
always ends with a lovely meal in the village hall where we 
have learned to judge the financial success of the day by the 
width of the smile on the chief accountant's face. Despite 
Ron's now hirsute appearance there was a discernable grin 
and early figures indicate profits of about £4,400 which is 
remarkable, given the weather and does not include the 
money made by many other organisations. Liz paid tribute 
to Sue and Denise for their work and the applause showed 
clearly that everyone agreed.

Wetsuits will be issued to stallholders for 2020.
Stuart Marshall

Photo: Ann Sheridan
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Dalesview Business Centre  
Old Road, Clapham LA2 8JH 

015242 51705 
www.airevalleyglass.co.uk 

Bridge Road, Sutton-in-Craven 
Keighley BD20 7ES 

01535 634788 
enquiries@airevalleyglass.co.uk 

 Windows  PVC Doors 

 Roofline 

 Composite & Stable Doors 

 Bi-Folding Doors  Sliding Sash Windows 

A Family firm established over 35 years, we supply and install top quality 
windows and doors in a range of colours and Farrow & Ball finishes, as 

well as Solidor & Rockdoor composite doors, and machined timber  
Masterdor doors. Call us for a free quotation and no pushy salesmen 
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From the school governors
It has been less than three months since the decision was 
taken to halt the consultation on the closure of Clapham 
School. The decision brought with it a huge amount of joy, 
but also a massive set of challenges. We do understand the 
occasional frustration of our ever-supportive community as 
to why some things are not moving forward in the way, or 
at the speed, that we had originally envisaged.

The vital part of any sustainable recovery is to build on 
solid foundations and, in this respect, it has been necessary 
to re-focus the recovery plan in the light of new knowledge 
and various events since the consultation was halted. 
This includes saying a sad goodbye to some of our staff, 
interviewing and appointing new staff, changing staffing 
levels to meet diverse needs, the County Review, the local 
authority review of safeguarding, a health and safety review, 
and an extensive examination of the feasibility of nursery 
provision and wraparound care.

As a result of this, at the present time we have had 
to place much greater emphasis, in the first instance, on 
leadership and staffing, safeguarding and teaching and 
learning. This is essential to enable us to build a sustainable, 
compliant and stable platform for future growth where we 
can focus on building pupil numbers and develop the overall 
educational experience and Christian vision of the school.

We are excited to be welcoming two new teachers, Mrs 
Hunter in Class 1 and Mrs Stephenson in Class 2 and they 
have been in to meet the children to ease the transition in 
September.  We are still working hard, with the help of the 
LA and Diocese, to finalise leadership for the school. One 
thing we have been very clear about is the need to appoint the 
right person with the experience, the commitment, the energy 
and the drive to match that of the whole school community. 
We view all these new appointments as key to a successful 
and inspirational future for the school. We are also looking 
forward to welcoming back some familiar faces.

The children in the school have shown determination, 
resilience and support throughout the year and have 
continued to be great ambassadors for our school. We are 
sad to say goodbye to our Year 6 leavers and will always 
be proud of them.

Our gratitude also goes to Mike Ravey, our outgoing 
Chair of Governors, Liz Greenbank (Foundation Governor) 
and Angie Martin (Co-opted Governor) all whom have 
stepped down having served the school at an extremely 
challenging, complex and often frustrating time and we look 
forward to welcoming new governors who will each bring 
different skills and experiences to the role. 

Finally, a sincere thank you to everyone in the community 
who has worked tirelessly on the various committees and, 
particularly, the FoCS whose fundraising efforts have been 
phenomenal. We need you to know that all the work will not 
be wasted. It is all work that needed to be done and we hope 
to see it coming to fruition once we have got our foundations 
in place. Bit by bit, we will work towards the vision of the 
school that we all share. 

Clapham CofE School Governing Body

Open Studios at school

Annie Farrer, an artist based in Clapham, has been working 
with children from Clapham Primary School creating art and 
showing them what it is like to be an artist at work as part 
of the North Yorkshire Open Studios project.

Iain Crossley

New outdoor toddler group

Monday mornings are now a lot more fun in Clapham village 
with the start of a brand new FREE toddler group.  The 'stay 
and play' group meets 9.30-11.30am every Monday morning 
for fun in the play park and in St James’ church which is 
open for indoor play, toilets, baby-changing and to offer a 
welcome cup of tea for the parents.  

The group got off to a fabulous start with 13 little 
ones enjoying the toys, sandpit and play park on day one.  
Different activities are planned for each week including:  
sensory play, bouncing day, woodland walks, cardboard 
chaos and much more!  The group plans to meet come rain 
or shine and older siblings are welcome to join in the fun 
over the summer holidays too.  Meet by the church each 
Monday from 9.30am.

Zoe Richardson
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Settle
Chimney Sweep 
Services
4 Craven Terrace 
Settle BD24 9DB

Tel. 01729 823683 
Mobile. 07815 285321

Home Barn Foods
Outside catering for all events

Lucy Knowles

 

Fiach Cottage, Feizor, Austwick, 
via Lancaster LA2 8DF 

Telephone:
01729 825626 or  07738 922 524

Telephone: 015242 51502
Email: davidinclapham@googlemail.com

Domestic (Denise): 07577 620812  Estate (David): 07974 972615

NORTH CRAVEN
Advice support and social opportunities

for older people and their carers.

Cheapside, Settle, BD24 9EW
Tel: 01729 823066

www.ageuk.org.uk/northcraven
Registered Charity number: 1141867

**************
Cottontail Crafts

“a paradise for crafters”

16 Duke Street Settle North Yorkshire BD24 9DN
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Sue & Steve Amphlett

www.cottontailcrafts.co.uk
sue@cottontailcrafts.co.uk

01729 822946
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The Parish Council met on the evening of 25th June, 2019. 
This was another well attended meeting with a greater 
number of parishioners than usual present.

At the outset a police report was read to the meeting. 
Among other things dealt with by the police in the preceding 
month were a sudden death and a burglary at Ingleborough 
Cave. The Council noted that correspondence had been 
sent to the Chief Constable and the Police, Fire and Crime 
Commissioner for North Yorkshire in relation to a recent 
increase in the volume of crime in and around the parish. 

In relation to highways matters, parishioners voiced 
concerns over inconsiderate and obstructive parking by 
visitors to Clapham. The Council agreed to monitor this 
before deciding whether formal restrictions should be sought 
in some areas of the village. Other matters discussed included 
the erosion of the banks of Keasden Beck, which is posing 
a threat to Reeby’s Lane, and the provision of waste bins in 
the parish. Both matters have been placed in the hands of 
the relevant authorities. 

Updates were received in relation to the hyper-fast 
broadband project, which is nearing conclusion, the 
restoration of the ornamental drinking fountain in Clapham, 
which is awaiting further progress when circumstances 
permit, the project to install further defibrillators in the parish 
and the Neighbourhood Planning initiative both of which 
are progressing satisfactorily.

Planning matters, as usual, formed a substantial part 
of the business of the meeting. The Council decided to 
oppose an application for holiday lodges to be placed at 
the former railway goods yard in Clapham. It supported an 
application to construct a greenhouse at Dubsyke, Keasden. 
Also discussed was an application that had gone awry when 
the Parish Council was not apparently in receipt of it prior 
to a decision being made. This is to be taken up further with 
Craven District Council.

Parish Council news

The next Parish Council meeting will be in the Village hall 
on Tuesday 24th September. 2019 at 7.30pm.  
Everyone is welcome to attend.  
The Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer Nigel 
Harrison can be contacted by email: njhar1957@gmail.com 
or telephone 015242 51165. 
For more about the parish council visit the parish council 
page at www.claphamyorkshire.co.uk

The council met on the evening of 23rd July, 2019 with 
another good attendance from members of the public.

There was no police presence at the meeting but a written 
report gave details of only one incident in the parish in 
the preceding month, namely, a concern for safety which 
required only advice. The police drew attention to a meeting 
to be held at Settle Social Club at 7.30pm on 5th August, 
2019. This is to set up a Mobile Rural Watch Scheme in the 
area and the police will be seeking volunteers to participate. 
A parishioner pointed out that, in view of the strength of 

25 June, 2019 - Parish Council Meeting

23 July, 2019 - Parish Council Meeting

feeling over crime levels expressed at the May Parish 
Council meeting, interested parties might wish to raise the 
matter at the North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) Area 
Constituency Committee in September.

It was noted that the overgrown path leading from Old 
Road, Clapham to Clapham Road, Austwick had been 
brought to the attention of the Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Authority. There was also discussion about dangerous 
parking near to the New Inn corner. The perception was that 
this had become considerably less of a problem since the 
school had broken up. The Council agreed to monitor the 
position when the school re-opens in September. A further 
highways matter considered was flooding from the railway 
at Lawsings Brow, it being noted that Network Rail had 
indicated that they considered the problem to be a road 
drainage issue rather than a problem with their drains. This 
is to be monitored and brought to the attention of NYCC 
when the problem recurs.

The Council’s attention was also drawn to the dangerous 
state of the stepping stones over the River Wenning on the 
footpath between Crina Bottom and Lawsings Brow. It was 
noted that this was a long standing problem which had been 
brought to the attention of the County Council on several 
occasions. Councillors will investigate the possibility of the 
Parish Council intervening to repair the stepping stones.

The Parish Council agreed that it would make a donation 
to the Friends of Clapham School to cover costs of some 
much needed exterior painting at the school 

The meeting received what is expected to be its last 
update in relation to the hyperfast broadband project, 
Councillor Sheridan indicated that Clapham Village Store 
has been connected, that arrangements are in place for Bridge 
Cottage to be connected and that the project is thus coming 
to an end. The Council expressed its gratitude to those who 
had committed much time and effort to this project. 

The meeting was informed that efforts are continuing 
to install further defibrillators in the parish. Councillor 
Elphinstone indicated that she is in the process of establishing 
precise terms and costs from potential suppliers of the 
machines.

An update in relation to the neighbourhood planning 
initiative was received from Councillor Sheridan. A 
meeting had been held with the Ingleborough Estate at 
which community led housing and car parking in Clapham 
was discussed. It is expected that writing of the plan will 
commence in the near future.

Planning matters considered included an amended plan 
for the placing of holiday lodges at the former Railway 
Goods Yard, Clapham, the Council agreeing that its original 
objections still stood. The Council supported an application 
for demolition of a carport and conservatory at the Old 
Manor House, Clapham and construction of a sun lounge 
and carport at the rear of the premises.

It was also noted that Craven District Council had 
conditionally approved developments at Hammon Head 
Hall which had earlier been supported by the Parish Council.  
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Beckside Yarns 
& Needlecrafts 

A gallery full of fabulous yarns by: 
 

NORO 
DEBBIE BLISS 

ROWAN 
LOUISA HARDING 

BERGERE DE FRANCE 
STYLECRAFT 

……..and many more 

Help and advice always on hand 
Call 015242 51122 

Beckside Gallery, Church Avenue, 
Clapham, North Yorkshire, LA2 8EA 

www.becksideyarns.com  becksideyarns@gmail.com 

 

photo printing

banners, signs &
cut vinyl decals

posters & large
photo prints

20 STATION ROAD • SETTLE • BD24 9AA 

TEL: 01729 823990

hello@iprintshop.co.uk      
www.iprintshop.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL
DESIGN & PRINTSHOP

  

  
 

  
 

Smar gna  

Ben	Fawcett	
M:	07950	028	622				T:	015242	62017	

E:	smartsignal@outlook.com	
W:	www.smartsignal.co.uk	

Aerial	&	Satellite	Installation	&	Repair	
Wi-Fi	&	Home	Network	

CCTV	Installation	
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Special notice 
Parish Walk & BBQ 3rd August 6pm at Keasden Head

Bethel Chapel, Cross Haw Lane, Clapham 
Sunday services 
Junior Church 10.15am, Services 11am and 6.30pm 
Weekday and Children’s activites restart in September 
1st Thursday Senior Citizens at 2pm 
3rd Thursday Fellowship at 2pm  
4th Thursday Coffee Evening at 7.30pm  
Children’s activities 
Mums & Tots Friday 9.30 to 11am 
Kmotion (primary school children) fortnightly Fridays at 
6pm   
Encounter (9 years plus) fortnightly Fridays at 7.30pm 
Special notices  
31 July to 4 August - Sportsreach soccer school 10am-
4pm Austwick Playing Fields 
Family Treasure Hunt 23 August - 6pm 
Harvest Weekend  21/22 September
Methodist Church, Newby
Usual service pattern - 1st Sunday in month at 2pm, all other 
Sundays at 11am 

Church news
John’s Notes:  
In the Spirit of Eccentric 
Hawker - Come to Forest 
Church
Of the many eccentric clerics 
Revd Robert Hawker stands 
out. Dressed in a claret-coloured 
coat, a blue fisherman’s jersey, 
long sea-boots, a pink brimless 
hat and a poncho made from a 
yellow horse blanket, Hawker 
talked to birds, invited his nine 
cats into church and kept a pig 

as a pet. Apparently Hawker also had a penchant for dressing 
up as a mermaid, and he excommunicated his cat for mousing 
on Sundays. He is also credited for inventing the Harvest 
Festival Service.

Hawker ministered on the north Cornish coast parish 
of Morwenstow from 1834 to 1875. A desolate spot where 
waves thrashed against the rocks hundreds of feet below 
the church, Morwenstow was a haven for smugglers and 
wreckers. But it’s mostly farming country and if you go 
there today, above the sea cliffs you’ll find the uplands alive 
with crops and livestock. 

In 1843 Revd Hawker introduced a harvest thanksgiving 
service to his Morwenstow congregation. He put up a notice 
reading, “Let us gather together in the chancel of our church, 
and there receive, in the bread of the new corn, that blessed 
sacrament which was ordained to strengthen and refresh 
our souls.”

Of course, for countless centuries farmers have gathered 
to give thanks for their harvest. But Hawker’s pioneering 
Harvest Festival turned it into the fixture we know today, 
just as at Christmas we’re indebted to his contemporary J. 
M. Neale, who pioneered the carol service.

Unafraid of breaking the mould, Hawker had the 
imagination to connect the spirit of his community to the 
praise of God for his generous provision, and he was bold 
enough to make of this connection a new form of service - 
which has endured.  

Today we’re trying something new to help people 
connect with land and all of creation - Forest Church, it’s 
called, a service mostly outdoors which can take whatever 
shape suits the people and the place where it happens. In 
September and October each of our churches will hold our 
traditional Harvest services as always, and also, on Sunday 
1st September (note new date) at Keasden Church (7pm) we 
will have a first go at Forest Church ourselves. Everyone’s 
welcome - and you’re also welcome to a planning session 
on Monday 12th August at Keasden Church (7pm) where 
we’ll decide how to shape our Forest Church into something 
which really suits our people and our place.

Revd John Davies, Priest in Charge
john.davies@leeds.anglican.org. 01524 805928
Read more from John at bit.ly/johndavies-talks

Anglican Services for August and September
Morning Prayer - 9am each Monday at Keasden in August and at Eldroth 
in September
BCP Communion - 10:30am each Wednesday at Austwick

Clapham Austwick
Aug 4 Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am

11 Holy Communion at 11am Morning Prayer at 9.30am
Holy Communion at 6.30pm

18 Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am
25 Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am

Sep 1 Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am
8 Holy Communion at 11am Morning Prayer at 9.30am

Holy Communion at 6.30pm
15 Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am
22 Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am
29 United service at Eldroth

Church in the pub at 7pm
United service at Eldroth

Keasden Eldroth
Aug 4 Holy Communion at 11am Holy Communion at 9.30am

First Sunday Worship at 
6.30pm

11 Holy Communion at 2pm No service
18 No service Evening service at 7pm
25 No service No service

Sep 1 First Sunday Worship & 
Forest Church at 7pm*

Holy Communion at 9.30am

8 Holy Communion at 
9.30am*

No service

15 Harvest at 7pm Evening Service at 6.30pm*
22 No service No service
29 United service at Eldroth United Harvest service at 

10.30am
* Please note time/date change
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Mon – Fri:  10-5 / Saturday:  9:30-5:30 / Sunday:  10-4 

• Fully equipped service & repair workshop
• Demo & hire bikes available from £50
• On site test track
• Free on site parking for local trails – Park &

Ride!
• Members of Bike2Work & Cyclescheme
• 0% finance available up to 36 months
• Stockists of Specialized, NS Bikes, Santa Cruz

& Whyte

www.escapebikeshop.com 
015242 41226 – Kirksteads, Westhouse, Ingleton, LA6 3NJ 

Visit us at: Logs Direct Ltd, Brooklands Farm, 
Addington Road, Lancaster LA2 6PG

Tel: 01524 812476   Email: enquiries@logsdirect.co.uk

www.logsdirect.co.uk

•Mushroom Compost •Top Soil  
•Bark •Kiln Dried Logs 

•Firelighters •Smokeless Fuel •Pellets  
•House Coal •Kindling •Firelighters 

•Wood Pellets •Briquettes 

Try our NEW products 
•Burner Firestarter Firelighters •Hotblocks 

•Coffee Logs •Evening Lighters

We offer local, independent advice

Free local delivery (min order required)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Tearoom  
serving lovely homemade food 

• Garden Centre 
• Reclamation Centre 
• Luxury Craft Courses 

 

Wigglesworth, BD23 4SN 
          01729 840848 

www.BeAGardenMaker.co.uk 
Find Us on the Settle to Sawley Road 

 

Bridge Cottage B&B

Five-star rated. Two double bedrooms with en suite 
shower plus one superking/twin with ensuite bath and 
separate shower. From £40 per person. Home-baking. 
Great choice of cooked breakfasts, all freshly made from 
local produce. All diets catered for. Dog-friendly. 
Gift vouchers for any amount now available.

Telephone 015242 51506
www.bridgecottageclapham.co.uk
Station Road, Clapham LA2 8DP
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Congratulations

Congratulations to Amy North and Mike Johnson 
on their wedding on 13th July at St. James’ church, Clapham.   
Family and friends joined in the celebrations held in Langcliffe.

Photo: Ann Sheridan

Local farmer wins award

At the recent Great Yorkshire show, Sheila Mason at Keasden 
Head Farm was presented with the Yorkshire Agricultural 
Society’s area Tye Trophy.  This award recognises the 
achievements made on a working, commercial farm for 
conservation and caring for the environment.  Congratulations 
on being the best from 21 other farms nominated!

Guiding returns
Following decades of limited Girl Guiding in the area, 
September 2018 saw the opening of 1st Clapham & Austwick 
Guides. Almost a year has passed and the unit has grown 
from 5 girls to a substantial 11. Girls are aged between 10 
and 14 and have enjoyed a host of different activities so far.

Leader, Karen Fielding says: “I believe Guiding in our 
area is so important. Our children all travel in different 
directions to school, many living in remote rural homes 
and this is a great way to keep them all connected - making 
friends you may have otherwise not made!  

Guides offers a fantastically varied programme. You’ll 
create your own campaigns, learn and share new skills and 
fly down the occasional zip wire. You’ll explore new places 
- Guides go on camps, holidays and trips – and you’ll enjoy 
exciting events like our star-studded concert, the Big Gig, 
and our music festival, Wellies and Wristbands.

Girls at Guides won’t be your average friends. They’ll be 
the girls who want to go on adventures with you, encourage 
you to try new things and who celebrate when you’ve pushed 
yourself to achieve something special.  

As you progress you’ll have a chance to lead small 
groups and support younger girls. You could even get 
involved in our leadership opportunities.

Our programme has been overhauled to include activities 
and experiences that are relevant to young women in 2019: 
you can work towards badges in things such as vlogging, 
human rights, fitness and meditation as well as history of 
Guiding, backwoods cooking and confectionery.  There are 
many more, so the choice is yours!”

Following the success of Guides, Brownies has now 
started for girls aged 7-10. Brownies do their own range of 
fun activities, camps, crafts and badges.

Why not join us for a session and see what we do? You 
would be very welcome! We meet Monday nights in term 
time at Clapham Village Hall.

Brownies: 17:00 - 18:30  Guides: 18:30 - 20:00
Contact Karen 07748 164409 or register your daughter 

at https://go.girlguiding.org.uk/join-us/join-as-member
Karen Fielding, 

Leader - 1st Clapham & Austwick Guides

Philip Farrer managed to snap this super photo of a spotted flycatcher in the beck.
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And summer’s lease hath all too short a date
This summer will already go down in grass growing history as 
a good one. The weather has suited it very well with a useful 
amount of rain and plenty of sunshine. It has been much 
spoken of in the auction mart café. One gnarled old farmer, 
who last smiled when his wife ran off with the milkman 
after Man United beat Liverpool in the FA cup final in 1977, 
was even reported as attempting a half smile, shocking. His 
neighbour thought it more likely he had toothache. Crops 
of hay and silage have been heavy leading to full barns and 
silage clamps. We have 
even had reasonable 
settled spells of warm 
sunshine to allow us 
to make small bales 
of hay, known as 
idiot bricks. Usually 
the grass has to be 
beaten to death with 
machinery in the vain 
hope of getting it dry 
and inside before the 
rain arrives again. This 
year however, Mother 
Nature has been very 
happy to help with 
the haymaking which 
makes the whole thing a more enjoyable experience and 
less of the life shortening, spanner throwing bad tempered 
exercise it can be.   

If hay is baled before it is ready then it heats up in the 
barn or “sweats”. If it sweats too much then there is the 
serious risk of fire. I worked for a chap who baled some hay 
a bit sharp and when we came to feed it in winter the plastic 
string holding the bales together was nowhere to be seen. The 
hay had been so hot that the string had melted, it must have 
been within a few hours of self-combusting before settling 
down and making really good hay, like tobacco. 

Luckily barn fires are very rare. As a desperate last 
resort, the hay can be dug out of the barn by machinery 
but, as the oxygen is let in, it can set light. Of course, all 
the farming neighbours knew it wasn’t safe “it was nowhere 
near hay when it was baled” or, “it was at least a day short” 
and the ultimate insult “he never could make hay” before 
rushing to help.

There is no room for complacency on the farm regarding 
the grass harvest. One old saying springs to mind: “Lile 
getten lile wanted. Much getten much wanted”, which 
translates as “a small amount of fodder made a small amount 
will be needed. A large amount made a large amount will be 
needed”. Does this mean winter could be early and long? 
Better get some sticks chopped.

By now most of the sheep are sheared and while sheep 
are sat on their bums we take the opportunity to deal with 
any sweaty feet which can become infected with maggots 
if left alone.  I also can get sweaty feet but have not yet got 

to the “maggoty” stage, although it has been a close-run 
thing sometimes. Occasionally we get visitors who help 
with whatever we are busy with and they are welcome, for 
instance if we are shearing, an extra pair of hands to wrap 
and pack wool or put our stockmark on the sheep is helpful. 
We brighten their day by expanding their knowledge of the 
English language, if for instance a sheep gets up before it`s 
supposed to - a service for which we do not charge. We also 
get our share of animal feed reps visiting the farm and they 

can waste a bit of time, 
I have been known to 
keep out of their way 
and even hide. A wise 
old farmer once told 
me to keep various 
hammers strategically 
placed round the farm 
so that if hiding from a 
rep and (heaven forbid) 
you are discovered 
it is at least possible 
to have a hammer in 
hand and pretend to be 
mending something.

We are about to 
begin calving heifers 

into the milking herd. A heifer is a young cow calving for 
the first time and it is a steep learning curve for her as the life 
of relative luxury comes to an end and she starts contributing 
to the farm economy. Often it is three years since she was 
conceived so it represents a fair investment of time and 
effort in the future of the herd. I always enjoy the heifers 
calving as they are our next generation of dairy cows. It is 
interesting to see how they have matured and settled into 
their new life. Most of our cows calve unassisted, they are 
seen several times a day and generally give us a few hours’ 
notice of any impending birth. Calves should enter this world 
front feet first with the head laid on top of the legs. We are 
never far away if a cow has been “messing about” for long 
enough and requires assistance, night or day. Joining the herd 
for a heifer can be a daunting task, a bit like starting a new 
school. It is all new but after a few days most are settled. 
Test Match Special is often on in the milking parlour at this 
time of year and I like to think the dulcet Yorkshire tones of 
Geoffrey Boycott pointing out the many errors of some poor 
opening batsman must have a calming influence. Incidentally 
the cows loved the cricket world cup final and hung about 
the door till they thought it was all over. It is now.

We will host a BBQ in the barn at Bleak Bank on 
17th August starting about 6pm to which all are welcome. 
Let us know if you can come on 51350. Weather permitting 
there could be a short walk for those who fancy it to take 
in some points of historic interest, if my mother will stand 
still long enough…

John Dawson
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News from the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust
The last couple of months have been very busy for the 
Trust as we continue to support the people, landscape and 
wildlife of the Yorkshire Dales. We celebrated 10 years of 
our outreach project, People and the DALES, at the Fringe 
Festival Grassington and also received the fantastic news 
that the scheme had won the Year of Green Action Award as 
part of Government’s Year of Green Action and Campaign 
for National Park’s Park Protector Awards. The project 
scooped the accolade for its work to “connect people and 
place” and was recognised 
a t  a  pa r l i amenta ry 
reception attended by 
MPs and Ministers as well 
as representatives from 
the environment sector. 
We could not be happier 
with this success as we 
look to improve the lives 
and wellbeing of under-
represented communities 
by bringing them to this 
fantastic part of the world.

Elsewhere, we funded 
interpretation panels on the 
Nature Trail and approved 
a project which will see 
disabled access picnic tables 
located at the Showcave. 
The Nature Trail and the Cave have recently been filmed to 
promote it as a Miles Without Stiles route by Debbie North 
from The Outdoor Guide, too. The section above the tunnels 
on Thwaite Lane has been resurfaced and we’ve worked 
with CRO to produce a leaflet aimed at children to promote 
safety in the hills - available soon!

It was also great to partner with Annie Farrer and cave 
diver John Cordingley on their Earth Beneath My Feet book. 
The concertina-style publication, part-funded by our Stories 
in Stone project, features intricate illustrations and poetic 
writing set within breath-taking descriptions of underwater 
exploration and images all based on and under the slopes 
of Ingleborough. Copies of the book can be purchased from 
our office in Clapham. The Folly at Settle and online through 
ydmt.org/shop A donation from every book printed goes 
towards the Cave Rescue Organisation. It is priced at £24.

Now that the summer holidays are upon on us, maybe it’s 
time to see if you can find the mysterious Clapham Boggart? 
If you recall the character is said to be about 30cm tall, 
extremely slimy and tends to leave a thick, green trail of 
gloop wherever he goes. He also has pointy ears with a little 
bit of fur at the tips and leathery, greeny-brown skin… To 
help find the cheeky character back in April we launched 
a fun, local story walk for children and the young at heart. 
Using the map and guide you can find your way along the 
7km circular route (or 4km one way) and spot features from 
the story to try and find the shy Boggart.

The Clapham Boggart was the first of four ‘Trail Tale’ 
leaflets that have been developed with Anja Phoenix through 
YDMT and the Stories in Stone scheme, which is funded 
by the National Lottery Heritage Fund, thanks to National 
Lottery players. The second and third leaflets – the Stainforth 
Giant and The Curious Howlet of Feizor – are also now 
available from Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust (YDMT) 
priced at £2.

We were also pleased to help launch Lives on the Line, a 
CD of original songs written 
and performed by Karin 
Grandal-Park to celebrate 
the lives of the men and 
women who built the Settle-
Carlisle Railway in the 
1870s. On the tracks, Karin 
is supported by Rebecca 
Clare Douglas (former Head 
of Strings at Giggleswick 
School), Allan Ideson and 
Mike Harding. The CD also 
features Karin’s version of 
Alice White, written by Alan 
Bell. The CD costs £5 (plus 
£2.50 p&p) and part of the 
proceeds will be donated to 
the Friends of the Settle-
Carlisle Line. It is available 

from the office at YDMT as well as at ydmt.org/shop
Finally, once again we have some great courses – and a 

walk – that showcase our love of the Yorkshire Dales.
• Thorns: an abandoned settlement - 12 September 

and 1 October: A half-day walk to this evocative 
and atmospheric site near Ribblehead. £15

• Collagraph Workshop with Hester Cox- 19 
September: Explore relief collagraph, a diverse and 
exciting printmaking medium. £45

• Annual Supporter Lunch at Coniston Hotel - 10 
October: Includes a tour by the owner Mr Bannister. 
Spaces are limited. Free event (donations welcome).

• YDMT Autumn Woodland Walk - 17 October: 
A lovely walk led by YDMT’s Woodland Officer 
exploring Grass Wood, near Grassington, one of the 
largest areas of broadleaf woodland in the Dales. 
FREE (suggested donation £15).

• Drypoint Workshop with Hestor Cox - 22 November: 
Learn the skill of drypoint, a direct and safe method 
of making repeatable intaglio printing plates. £45

Places are limited; to find out more and to book head 
over to www.ydmt.org or pop into the office Mon-Fri 
9am-5pm. You can also call us on 015242 51002 or email 
info@ydmt.org.

Mike Appleton
Marketing & Communications Officer, YDMT

Andrew Jarman, 
Ingleborough Estate Nature Trail and Cave, 

with one of the new panels
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UNIT 2, SOWARTH FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SETTLE, BD24 9AF                        
01729 825122  

Mon-Fri 9am till 4.30pm   Sat 10am till 12.30pm 
     info@peterallenflooring.co.uk 

With Over 30 years experience. 
  Domestic & Commercial Flooring. 

 Amtico and Karndean Design Showroom. 

 Made to Measure Blinds. 

 Beds and Mattresses. 

 Rugs. 

 Bespoke Furniture, Harris tweed/Abraham moon. 

 Solid Oak & Pine Furniture. 

 We offer a Free measuring service. 

 Ample Free Parking 

 

Clapham Village Store
... the heart of our village

Summer Opening Hours from April 1st

Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri: 8am – 5.30pm
Thu: 8am – 7.00pm
Sat & Sun: 8am – 3.30pm

Main Street, Clapham, LA2 8DP 
Tel. (015242) 51524
info@claphamvillagestore.co.uk
www.claphamvillagestore.co.uk
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Wildlife report
This summer has been a “painted lady summer” so far, in 
that there has been a large influx of these butterflies into 
this country. Usually small numbers arrive here throughout 
the spring, summer and early autumn but once every five 
years or so very large numbers are seen across the country. 
They winter in North Africa and southern Europe and, when 
the weather starts to warm 
up, they start migrating north 
into Europe where they breed. 
The following generation will 
move even further north and, 
depending on the weather 
conditions, if they have had 
a good breeding season in 
Europe it results in higher 
numbers arriving here. When 
they reach the UK most of the 
painted ladies will attempt to 
breed or move even further 
north. The next generation 
will either move north if the weather is good or if it gets 
cooler they will migrate back south to southern Europe and 
North Africa (like the monarch butterflies of North America) 
and the whole process starts again. 
The butterfly looks like a very washed out red admiral 
butterfly. It has sandy brown upper wing markings with 
black and white wing tips. It is the under wing markings 
that give the butterfly its name as they are a mixture of 
different colours.

Large numbers started arriving in the local area about 
mid-June and at one point there were up to twenty seven 
individuals feeding on dame’s violet at Ingleborough Hall. I 
also saw several migrating north across Simon Coultherd’s 
fields towards the Hall, and many others noticed them around 
the village. The influx seems to have quietened down as no 
more have been seen for about a week up to the 13th July, 
so they might have bred locally and died or else carried on 

going north. We will have to wait and see until late summer 
or early autumn if the breeding attempt has been successful.

The influx also brought good numbers of red admiral 
butterflies to the local area and also three rare moths. 

Two hummingbird hawkmoths were seen locally: one 
was at Smithy cottage on 13th June and the second was 

seen opposite Bernard and 
Janet’s house at the bottom of 
Ingleborough Hall’s driveway 
on 2nd July. 

A moth called “the gem” 
was found at Ingleborough 
Hall on 26th June (my first 
summer record) and a lovely 
marked “crimson speckled” 
was found on the lawn at 
Ingleborough Hall on 10th 
July. (I couldn’t stop my 
lawn mower quick enough to 
photograph it, and the moth 

flew off across the lawn). This was a new species of moth 
for me.

This summer has seen low numbers of swallows around 
the local area – a situation that has also been reported across 
the country - though both house martins and swifts have 
done very well this year with good numbers of young of 
both species seen locally.

Two fluffy juvenile tawny owls were seen in a tree by 
Brokken Bridge in early June, and they were also heard 
calling regularly around that area during the night by Dave 
Crutchley. At least one pair of spotted flycatchers could 
be breeding around the Brokken Bridge area and a second 
pair are breeding at River Bank Cottage orchard. More tree 
sparrows have been seen at Newby recently - they could be 
colonising the local area.

Tim Hutchinson, 
Smithy Cottage

Hummingbird Hawkmoth at Smithy Cottage.  
Photo – Tim Hutchinson

Val and Eddie Braithwaite submitted this photo of the village schoolchildren that appeared in the Dalesman magazine in 
1964. This is the Senior Class! Anyone recognise themselves or others?

School photo 1964



14

B&W Funerals Ltd

Ingleton, Burton, Bentham, Austwick, Clapham, 
Settle,Wray, Hornby, Caton, Kirkby Lonsdale

& all the surrounding areas

39 Main Street, Ingleton, Carnforth LA6 3EH
jmfunerals@gmail.com

         Tel: Office 015242 41293
Home: 015242 61370  Mobile: 07758 002260

James G Macdonald

24 Hour Service
Private Chapel of Rest

We offer our own Funeral Plans on request

 

Clapham Lecture Group   
Autumn Programme 2019 

 

Starts Tuesday 17th September 
In Clapham School 

(With a break at half-term) 
 

11 Lectures across a wide variety of 
topics, including: 

 

Clocks & Computers, explorers & map-making, recent 
archaeological revelations in our area, the Flying 

Horseshoe and The English Civil War 
 

Each lecture starts at 7.15pm and runs for 2 hours 
with a break for refreshments half way through. 

   

The fee for the course of lectures is £50, meaning 
that you get an extra  one this year. 

 

Everyone Welcome 
For further information: 

www.claphamyorkshire.co.uk/visit-clapham/events/  
015242 51816 or 01729 823132   
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Is your child aged 3+?  Are you looking for Nursery provision locally? 
Bentham CP School has a Nursery class for children aged 3+, led by a qualified teacher 

15 hour Universal Funding available (9.00am-12.00noon every day) 
30 hour funded places available (9.00am—3.00pm every day, option to extend to 3.30pm) 

Transition to a Reception class in any school will be accommodated, including to Bentham CP School. 
Come and visit us in action 015242 61412 

Headteacher: Mrs Claire Pearson 

 

Is your child aged 3+?  Are you looking for Nursery provision locally? 
Bentham CP School has a Nursery class for children aged 3+, led by a qualified teacher 

15 hour Universal Funding available (9.00am-12.00noon every day) 
30 hour funded places available (9.00am—3.00pm every day, option to extend to 3.30pm) 

Transition to a Reception class in any school will be accommodated, including to Bentham CP School. 
Come and visit us in action 015242 61412 

Headteacher: Mrs Claire Pearson 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
Friday 27 September 10am till 12 noon 

in the barn at Hall Garth, 
with access from Cross Haw Lane. 

Donations of cakes are gratefully received, 
please deliver to Jackie Kingsley or Liz Mason.

A great opportunity to meet with friends 
and support this fantastic charity. 

If you cannot be with us, then we appreciate any 
donation small or large, cheques made to: 

Macmillan Cancer Care.

Aimee and Erin invite you to 

their coffee morning in aid of

Children in Need and 

Dumfries and Galloway Oncology Unit

Friday October 25th 10-12 noon

Clapham Village Hall

Raffle, Cakes, Books

Everybody welcome

Village hall quiz and supper
We are delighted to announce the forthcoming Quiz and 
Supper on: Friday 20 September the quiz compiled by the 
now ‘infamous’ Marshall team, and the supper by the equally 
‘infamous’ village hall catering team. Cottage Pie (or Red 
Dragon Pie veggie alternative) plus a Bar.Tickets will be on 
sale in the village shop from mid-August.  
Chair Appeal The Hall committee had intended 
initially to purchase 60 new upholstered chairs to 
replace the ageing moulded plastic ones to match the 
newly refurbished hall and decorations. The support has 
been tremendous and we now have pledges and actual 
donations to cover the cost of 55 CHAIRS. This is the final 
push to meet our target - if we get more, all the better!

 The committee would like to thank the community for 
supporting the hall and all we are doing. 

David Kingsley,
Chairman 

For a continuous seven years now, residents of Clapham 
and surrounding areas have had an opportunity to train 
and practice Tai Chi in Clapham Village Hall. A few of the 
original attendees continue to come along on a Thursday at 
9am to enjoy the one and a half hour session. It is a group that 
welcomes people to join with them in learning this ancient 
and yet relevant art of understanding their physical selves 
to bring about wellbeing. The feedback suggests that Tai 
Chi meets their needs: to be calmer and more relaxed, more 
physically balanced; to have more energy, and to have a 
greater sense of control over their lives.

There will be a break over the summer. Come September 
5th, sessions will resume weekly up to Christmas. Anybody 
interested in finding out what Tai Chi is about, and what 
it has to offer is very welcome to come along to the first 
session to find out. There is no commitment to carry on if 
it doesn’t suit you.

To register your interest, please contact me by email. I 
have over twenty years of experience teaching and can meet 
most people’s interest and needs.

Tony Bennett
taichiqigongteacher@gmail.com  

Tai chi

Oil bulk buy
Apologies for leaving it a little late this year to put out a 
reminder for your £1 contributions towards the Clapham 
Domestic Oil Project. 

As you know, Maggie McSherry bravely took over 
running the scheme from Glenys MacMahon who had 
committed herself to doing so for the previous 7 years. It 
is not an easy task trying to accommodate the differing oil 
needs of some 100 contributing households and they both, 
past and present have our thanks.

As usual the collection box for your £1 payment will be 
found behind the counter in the shop. It is purple coloured 
and inside you will find a list of names, including your own 
for you to locate and tick off having dropped in your £1.

Many thanks for your support and for continuing to make 
this scheme such a success.

Jill Buckler
Sustainability Group
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garden centre & cafe

The Old Joiners Shop, 
Kings Mill Lane, Settle, BD24 9BS.
(Access off Sowarth Field ind est)
tel: 01729 824247 
www.layoftheland.co.uk

we stock:
Perennials, Alpines 
Roses, Shrubs
Conifers, Vegetables
Pots and Planters
Baskets and Bedding
Seeds, Tools 
Sprays and Composts
Bird Care, Gifts, 
Seasonal Decorations
National Garden Gift Vouchers
and more!

TEATIME VINTAGE
Curios, Collectables & Creations

Vintage Heaven 
in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales

Tracey Bilton
Home Barn, Church Avenue

Clapham, LA2 8EQ
015242 51804 or 0791 719 8625
Teatimevintage14@gmail.com

This newsletter is a community initiative and is funded mainly from 
advertising and volunteers’ fundraising. 

The next edition will be in October.  Deadline: 20 September.

Articles should be around 300 words and, if possible, accompanied 
by a high resolution photo. We reserve the right to edit copy as we 
are limited by the number of pages we can print.

The newsletter is distributed free to the communities of Clapham, 
Newby and Keasden. Copies are available in the Village Store and local 
churches. Electronic versions are displayed on the Village website, 
thus increasing the audience by potentially large numbers.

Contact: Andy by email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

Advertisements and Sponsorship
Advertising rates start from £10. 
We are able to print in colour thanks to generous sponsors.
December 2018 edition - Glencroft
February 2019 edition - the parish council
April 2019 edition - Ingleborough Estate Nature Trail
June 2019 edition - Ward Member’s Grant, Craven District Council
August 2019 edition - Stories in Stone, a project of YDMT
We would love to hear from you if you, or your business, would like 
to advertise or sponsor colour printing in a future edition.

Contact: Judith by email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

Charity Art and 
Craft Sale 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A large range of arts and crafts. 

Light refreshments. 

Proceeds to Cancer Research and Alzheimers Society. 
 

7th September 

10.00 – 16.00 (note new time) 
Clapham Village Hall, Cross Haw Lane. 

 

Any queries to Chris Horsewill 
Tel. 01524251716 

E mail ajhnottm@gmail.com 

Donations of art or crafts to be brought to me by 4th September please. 
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Keasden rainfall report

2018 2019

May 1½” or 3.81cm 4½” or 10.16cm

June 11/4” or 3.175cm 8” or 20.32cm

Under-dogged
Are you, by any chance, a dog-walker looking for a dog to 
walk? If so, Kate, my daughter, and I, and Max,(the dog), 
would be delighted to hear from you. Kate is moving north 
at the beginning of August, with an on-going job, so needs 
someone to walk Max during the day, in the Clapham area. 
Max is a dog with character – and a grin – but strong, so you 
need a bit of muscle in pheasant territory! Contact Wendy 
(Mum) on 015242 51455. Please leave a message if I’m out.

Wendy Jennings

Exciting news from Age UK

Age UK North Craven would like to make the local 
community aware of an exciting new initiative.

Hardly a week goes by where we don’t see or hear in the 
media that loneliness is a huge problem and it is well known 
that it can make us both mentally and physically unwell.

The new service is called “Good Friends”. Its aim is to 
help the lonely, vulnerable and isolated in our community as 
well as helping the people who are supporting them. We are 
on a mission to ensure everyone gets the support they need!

Good Friends is about linking local people to a person 
in need in their area. We will match people who need a little 
extra support to a Good Friend volunteer based on their 
interests, needs and location. This will ensure the person 
being supported feels they have someone they can turn to 
nearby.

The amount of time Good Friends wish to commit is 
entirely their choice, as little as ½ an hour a week can make 
a big difference. Good Friends can help in various ways 
such as:

• Popping round for a cup of tea and a chat
• Help someone to attend an activity in the community
• Keep in touch to check someone is ok
• Help with walking the dog
• Putting the bins out
After introducing people, Age UK will keep in touch for 

updates on how both people are getting on and what else we 
might be able to help with.

For the Good Friends themselves it is an opportunity 
to meet new people and feel a valued part of a team. It also 
offers a fantastic way to give back to your own community 
and help the most vulnerable older people.

This is an opportunity for all of us to do small acts that 
will make a big difference.

What you can do to help us! If you know someone 
who you think could benefit from having a Good Friend, 
or if you or someone you know would like to be a Good 
Friend please let us know. Also, importantly, if you are 
already supporting someone in your community and would 
appreciate having access to some support for yourself or 
the person you help contact us on 01729 823066 or email 
info@ageuknorthcraven.org. 

Barbara Harrison

The apple press
The apple press is available 
for local use and can be 
hired by contacting George 
Greenbank, its current 
custodian. Contact George  
by email at wenningbank@
netscape.net or by telephone 
on 015242 51306. Please be 
kind enough to replace any 
used materials.

Jill Buckler
Sustainability Group

A WARM WELCOME AWAITS AT

THE NEW INN - OLD ROAD CLAPHAM LA2 8HH

why not come and 
meet Chris, Jackie 
and the team and 

enjoy a treat on us?

YOUR BILL 
WHEN YOU 

DINE WITH US 
20% 
OFF

BRING THIS VOUCHER WITH YOU AND RECEIVE 20% OFF YOUR BILL

Monday to Friday 
from 12 until 2pm

THE NEW INN - OLD ROAD CLAPHAM LA2 8HH

Your fabulous local has undergone a marvellous 
transformation with great beers and a fantastic 
new menu freshly prepared to bring you the 
best drink and dining experience.

FANCY A LUNCHTIME TREAT? 
2 courses for £8.00 

VALID UNTIL
MONDAY 15TH APRIL 2019
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www.daleheadvetgroup.co.uk 

Healthy Pet Club
P U P P Y  &  K I T T E N  P L A N S

01729 823538
Station Road, Settle, BD24 9AA

Main Street, High Bentham, LA2 7LE

Plumbing    Heating  

Security    Electrical    WiFi 

Specialists in: 
• Fire & security installations
• Electrical installations, inspection & testing
• Plumbing & heating installations & servicing
• Renewable installations & servicing
• Wi-Fi installations
• Home automation systems
• Automated gates and access control

E: info@howsonsltd.co.uk 
W: www.howsonsltd.co.uk 
T: 015242 41422 

Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Se�le
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!

THE ONE-STOP SHOP
Complete and par�al rewires, electrical check on exis�ng installa�ons.  

Small appliance tes�ng.
Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for chest freezers, larder 

fridges, washing machines, tumble dryers, dishwashers, cookers, 
microwaves and vacuum cleaners.
BRIGHTEN UP YOUR HOME

Our ligh�ng showroom will give you all the latest ideas, we offer a free 
design service with installa�on if required.

Telephone: 01729 823423 Email: harrisonandcross@gmail.com

SETTLE COUNTRY STORE
Agricultural Supplies

Animal Feed
Animal Health

Equestrian
Country Clothing

Fencing & Gate supplies
01729 815070

David: 07538 289866 or Rosie: 07398 117269
Email: se�lecountrystore@outlook.com

11 Sowarth Field Ind. Estate, Se�le, BD24 9AF

KEVIN CHADWICK
On-site welding

Plant repairs

Vehicle repairs

Tyres & exhausts

Wax oil treatment

Unit 1, Dales View, Old Road, Clapham, LA2 8JH

Telephone: 07779 081388

JLL Plumbing and Hea�ng Engineers are 
gas safe and LPG/Natural gas registered.

We are based in Ingleton and offer a wide 
range of plumbing and hea�ng services 

Call us: 01524 813 333
Website: www.jllplumbing.co.uk

Email: enquiries@jllplumbing.co.uk
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Steam update
With the school summer holidays now with us, the steam 
excursion train programme is fast approaching its peak. 
There are already fairly regular Tuesday “Dalesman” 
services over the Settle and Carlisle line (the steam locos 
for which frequently run “light engine” through the station on 
the way to and from their 
duties), fairly regular 
Thursday “Scarborough 
Spa Expresses”, which 
usually pass through 
Clapham with vintage 
diesel engines, pretty 
r e g u l a r  S a t u r d a y  
“Cumbrian Mountain 
Express” services, 
also over the Settle 
and Carlisle line but 
usually originating from 
much further afield, 
and occasional Sunday 
“Waverley” services 
which run from York 
up to Carlisle and back. 
Whilst this is happening, we see occasional steam test 
or training runs through the station as Carnforth-based 
locomotives, or their crews, are put through their paces.

The station had a surprise visitor on 18th July when 
60103 Flying Scotsman came through, both at short notice 
and well over three hours ahead of schedule. I suspect 
that I wasn’t the only one caught out by this – there are 
normally a number of photographers present when this 
popular and iconic engine comes through, but the platforms 
were surprisingly bare on this occasion. The loco was on 
route from the National Railway Museum, at York, to the 
workshops at Carnforth where she is to be prepared for her 
upcoming tour season. 

The photo accompanying this piece is of 70000 Britannia 
– the prototype of her class and the first standard locomotive 
to be produced by British Rail after the railways were 
nationalised. She was built at Crewe and was completed 
very early in 1951. Her initial allocation was to the Eastern 

Region where she was a 
regular on the Liverpool 
St to Norwich and 
Yarmouth services so it 
is likely I would have 
seen her as a very small 
child! Having travelled 
full circle, she is now 
based back at Crewe. 

Sadly, the website 
that I have used for many 
years to find out about 
upcoming visits stopped 
being updated back in 
late May. These things 
are often someone’s 
personal labour of love 
and can sometimes 

suddenly dry up like this if that individual’s circumstances 
change.

There are alternatives but somehow they don’t have the 
completeness and timeliness of information that the last 
one had. As a result, I often cannot see routing information 
until very late in the day – not much use when compiling a 
newsletter piece that has to look two months out!

One to look out for, though, will be the Waverley special 
(over the Settle & Carlisle line) on Sunday 18th August as 
this is due to be hauled by local favourite Jubilee Class No 
45596 Bahamas.

Andy Scott

OBR Standard Class 7, no 70000 Britannia heads the “The Fellsman”  
 past Helwith Bridge on 17 July 2019. 

Photo: Andy Scott

Then and now

One hundred and eleven years separates these two pictures 
taken along Riverside, though they are still instantly 
recognisable as being the same place. Most of the change 
is down to the level of shrub and tree cover – and the switch 
from “shanks pony” to “horseless carriage” as the preferred 
mode of transport. 

Yew Tree Cottage may have lost its eponymous door 
surrounds but all is otherwise much as it was. The earlier 
picture is a postcard of 1908 and carries the title “A Sweet 
Retreat, Clapham” – may it long continue to remain so.

Andy Scott
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Before & After School Club  
Flexible Hours  
30 hrs & 15 hrs Funded Places Available  
Pick up & Drop off from Local Schools  
Holiday club available  

Call 01524 241903 for 
more information-

www.kidzdaynursery.co.uk Accredited Nursery 

Street Fair scrapbook

Thank you to all our photographers.


