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This Christmas in Clapham
The national news may be of elections and Brexit but 
closer to home, we anticipate the festive season to be full 
of good cheer. We thank all the friends of the newsletter who 
have shared their Christmas greetings and made generous 
donations to support our printing costs.

Our village shop continues to be the hub of the 
community and has enjoyed the recognition of receiving 
the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service – see page 19 for 
more details. Remember to buy your Christmas goodies 
there from the splendid array on offer.

It’s such a busy time for all; a chance to celebrate with 
old friends and, for those new to our community, the perfect 
excuse to make new ones. 

Here is a glimpse of what’s happening: more details can 
be found inside this edition.

Father Christmas is planning to stay at Ingleborough 
Cave and may be visited between 10.30am and 4pm 
on weekend days – book your visit in advance to avoid 
disappointment.

The Friends of Clapham Primary School will hold a 
Christmas Fair on the morning of Saturday 7th December 
and the more traditional Christingle service will be held in 
St James’ Church on the afternoon of Thursday 19th. The 
staff, Governors and Friends of Clapham Primary invite 
everyone to join with them.

Christmas is, of course, a time of celebration for all our 
churches. Carol services will be held at St James’ on Sunday 
8th, a joint service with the Newby Methodist congregation, 
and at St Matthew’s Keasden on the evening of Sunday 
22nd. Both these services will be followed by refreshments. 

A Christmas coffee morning will be held on Saturday 
14th in St Matthew’s church in Keasden.

For those who are in good voice and wish to combine 
their favourite Christmas carols with a bit of exercise, there 

will be carol singing around Newby on Wednesday 18th, 
Keasden on Thursday 19th and Clapham on Saturday 21st. 
New singers are always very welcome, just turn up with 
a voice and be well wrapped up. Full details within this 
newsletter.

The Methodist Church has a Christmas Worship service 
on Sunday 22nd.

There is a crib service at St James’ Clapham on Christmas 
Eve followed by communion. A ‘midnight’communion 
service is held at Austwick church and at Keasden on 
Christmas Day in the morning. Perhaps less traditional will 
be a Church in the Pub get together in the New Inn at 7pm 
on Sunday 29th. Full service listings for all our churches 
are on page 9.

The churches are holding their traditional ‘parish walk’ 
on New Year’s Day starting at the road end of Keasden Head 
farm track at 10am or from Keasden Head farm at 10.30am 
for those who fancy a shorter walk.

The parish walk takes a couple of hours and reaches 
a beautiful shooting hut on the edge of Burn Moor where 
mulled wine and nibbles fortify the walkers before the 
descent.

The Bethel Chapel start the season with a Christmas 
lunch on Thursday 5th and have a family fun night, young 
people’s celebration, mums and tots special and nativity 
service before their Christmas Day service in the morning; 
full details on page 9.  This year, the Chapel also hosts a 
Christmas Celebration with the Ayrton Singers on Friday 
20th.

You can round off the festive season with a visit to the 
panto Mother Goose – Friday 3rd January – 2pm at the 
Village hall. Get your tickets now!

Finally, the newsletter team hope you enjoy this edition, 
colour printing has been very kindly sponsored by Glencroft. 



2

Dalesview Business Centre  
Old Road, Clapham LA2 8JH 

015242 51705 
www.airevalleyglass.co.uk 

Bridge Road, Sutton-in-Craven 
Keighley BD20 7ES 

01535 634788 
enquiries@airevalleyglass.co.uk 

 Windows  PVC Doors 

 Roofline 

 Composite & Stable Doors 

 Bi-Folding Doors  Sliding Sash Windows 

A Family firm established over 35 years, we supply and install top quality 
windows and doors in a range of colours and Farrow & Ball finishes, as 

well as Solidor & Rockdoor composite doors, and machined timber  
Masterdor doors. Call us for a free quotation and no pushy salesmen 
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Christmas greetings

Susan & Norman 
Limefold House

Maureen Lund 
Meadowview

Margaret & Dennis 
Brookside

Elizabeth & George Greenbank 
Wenning Bank

Rosie & Ray 
Park View

Richard & Justina 
Fall View

Pam 
Clapdale Way

Simon & Angela 
Rantree Middle Barn

Philip & Maria 
Hall Garth

Val & Eddie 
Hill View

Jackie & David 
Dalesview Close

The Harrisons 
The Beeches

Chris & Tony Horsewill 
Long Barn

Stuart & Barbara Marshall 
Bramall

Isobel & Flo 
Bridge Cottage

Anne Gorner 
Park House

Mavis, Glenys & David 
Cross Haw Lane

Eileen 
Bryngwyn

Liz & Eric Mason 
Clareson

Marge Dowling 
Sandy Bell

Linda & Colin 
Lindens, The Green

Vesta Walton 
Westavon, Cross Haw Lane

Sheila Maywood 
Flying Horseshoe Cottages    

Janet Raine 
Clapdale Way

Ron & Denise Wilson 
Tinkers Ford

Gill & Chris 
Hawthorns, Newby

Ann Stewart 
Dalesview Close

The Coultherds 
Beck Cottage

Alan, Paula & Connor 
Bishopwood

David & Denise 
The Green

John, Lorraine & Fred 
Station Road

Angie & Andy 
Station House

Martin & Christine 
Yew Tree Cottages

Annie 
The Beeches

Chris & Jess 
Honeywood

John, Judith, William & 
the animals at Bleak Bank

John, Diane & Jack 
Crooklands

Sue & James 
Gildersbank

Ken & Brenda Pearce 
Stonegarth

Elga 
Abbeyfield House, Settle

John & Ann Norris 
Beckfield House

Mr & Mrs Richards 
Newby

Sheralee & John Duckworth 
Dovenanter Barn

Dave 
Gildersbank

Anne Douglas 
Dalesview Close

Helen & John 
Green Acre

Thomas & Carol 
Reeby’s

Scott & Harriet 
Fell Brook

John & Marilyn Sutton 
Flying Horseshoe Cottages    

Brian & Lynda Christian 
Barn Cottage, Eggshell Lane

Charlie & Julia 
Water Gap Cottage

Robin & Yonna Oram & Holly 
Prev. Clapham now in Settle

Mr & Mrs Lovett 
Clapham 

Janet & Bernard Ashurst 
Gildersbank

Richard, Jayne & Family 
Gildersbank

George & Ann Sheridan 
Dovenanter

Don, Gillian & Hugh 
Sunnybank Cottages

Inki & Howard 
Jacques Barn

Jill, Iain, Chloe & Emily 
Old Manor House

Jane Farrer 
Clapham/Garden Bay

Mandy, Melanie, Suzi & Patch 
Mason Cottage

Louise Wright & Toby 
Ivy Cottage

Our thanks to the following readers for generously supporting the newsletter with these 
greetings to their friends.
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Settle
Chimney Sweep 
Services
4 Craven Terrace 
Settle BD24 9DB

Tel. 01729 823683 
Mobile. 07815 285321

Home Barn Foods
Outside catering for all events

Lucy Knowles

 

Fiach Cottage, Feizor, Austwick, 
via Lancaster LA2 8DF 

Telephone:
01729 825626 or  07738 922 524

Telephone: 015242 51502
Email: davidinclapham@googlemail.com

Domestic (Denise): 07577 620812  Estate (David): 07974 972615

NORTH CRAVEN
Advice support and social opportunities

for older people and their carers.

Cheapside, Settle, BD24 9EW
Tel: 01729 823066

www.ageuk.org.uk/northcraven
Registered Charity number: 1141867

**************
Cottontail Crafts

“a paradise for crafters”

16 Duke Street Settle North Yorkshire BD24 9DN
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Sue & Steve Amphlett

www.cottontailcrafts.co.uk
sue@cottontailcrafts.co.uk

01729 822946
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Wildlife highlights from 2000 - 2019
Since this is my last wildlife article for the Newsletter - after 
writing for nearly twenty years – it was suggested that I may 
wish to “sign off” by mentioning some of the highlights that 
I’ve reported over those years.

My first highlight has to be the barn owls. The first report 
of these was in August 2010 when I reported that a pair 
had successfully hatched two young at Keasden. This was 
followed in that year’s 
October report with a full 
account by Kate Rowe 
of the breeding success 
as well as sightings near 
Crina Bottom cemetery 
on 21st August and 
4th September.  After 
this initial report, the 
barn owls have slowly 
colonised the local area 
and they are now seen 
regularly hunting over 
Hardacre Moss, Newby Moor, Clapham Moor and between 
Newby and Cold Cotes.

On 28th December 2006, Pete and Brenda Everson 
reported that they had found a dead salmon by Mafeking 
Bridge.  I was told a few days later that Keith and Barbara 
Mannion and the children of Clapham School had seen 
salmon trying to jump the waterfall opposite the New Inn.  
These sightings were reported in February 2007 issue.  
Salmon were seen again at Mafeking Bridge the following 
December (2007) but, sadly, they haven’t been seen since.

Before I wrote my first report in 2000, only one species 
of heron - the grey heron - could be found around the local 
area but all that changed in December 2010. A little egret 
was seen at Crook Beck near Nutta Farm on 11th and 12th 
December 2010 by some visiting birdwatchers. It was also 
seen again in the same area on 14th January 2011. It was 
another three years before the next little egret was seen - 
again at Crook Beck - on 7th September 2014, and now, 
like the barn owls, one or two are seen regularly at Crook 
Beck, the River Wenning, once at Clapham Beck and also 
at Austwick Beck. A third species of heron was added to 
the Clapham bird list in January 2017, when a great white 
egret was seen flying over Crina Bottom farm. In December 
2017, Tracy Bilton’s brother in law reported seeing another 
great white egret in the Newby Moor area, and then I saw it 
flying south low over Clapham on 4th March 2018. The final 
sighting was a week later, between Clapham and Austwick, 
by a member of staff from the Millennium Trust. Great white 
egrets are slowly spreading across the UK, like the little 
egret, and so are some other species of herons: I wonder 
what will be the fourth one that we see here?

Over the years I have reported many butterflies and 
moths around the local area but my best finding was of a 
butterfly which I reported in the October 2017 issue. This 
was the rare butterfly which was seen at Ingleborough Hall 
on 24th August 2017. It was found and photographed in 

the Hall’s grounds and - with the help of Audrey Wallace’s 
laptop - it was positively identified as a silver washed 
fritillary, a first sighting of this species around the local 
area for near a century.

Since May 2000 I have always reported any sightings of 
dotterel, especially on Ingleborough. They have also been 
seen on the Bowland Knotts and above Robin Procter’s 

scar. It is rewarding to see 
these birds on the summit 
after the long slog up 
Ingleborough on a nice 
spring day.They have 
usually been found whilst 
they are on their spring 
migration, but there were 
only a few autumn records. 
That all changed on 12th 
October this year when Jess 
Hart found a flock of 43 
dotterel on Ingleborough. 

These birds could have been delayed with their southward 
migration from Scandinavia or northern Scotland by the bad 
weather we have had over the past few months. Sadly, they 
were only seen on just one day.

Finally, I would like to say a big thank you to everyone 
who has given me their wildlife reports, either verbally or 
written, over the last twenty years, and I would also like to 
say thank you to Dave Sharrod for suggesting the idea of a 
Wildlife report for the fledgling Newsletter back in 2000.

Tim Hutchinson, 
Smithy Cottage

Barn owl at Meldingscale Farm. 
Photo: Tim Hutchinson

Thank you
The Newsletter team would like to thank Tim Hutchinson 
for all the many articles written over the years. We will miss 
his contributions.  

We are delighted to say that Brian Christian has agreed 
to take on providing wildlife articles from the local area. If 
you have any wildlife reports - Brian can be contacted via 
claphamnewsletter@gmail.com 

Newsletter team

St James’ Church Clapham 
invites you to

Come and join us for a 
Coffee Morning

on Saturday 25th January
10am to 12 noon 

Clapham Village Hall
Bacon butties, crafts, preserves, 

books and a raffle
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Beckside Yarns 
& Needlecrafts 

A gallery full of fabulous yarns by: 
 

NORO 
DEBBIE BLISS 

ROWAN 
LOUISA HARDING 

BERGERE DE FRANCE 
STYLECRAFT 

……..and many more 

Help and advice always on hand 
Call 015242 51122 

Beckside Gallery, Church Avenue, 
Clapham, North Yorkshire, LA2 8EA 

www.becksideyarns.com  becksideyarns@gmail.com 

 

photo printing

banners, signs &
cut vinyl decals

posters & large
photo prints

20 STATION ROAD • SETTLE • BD24 9AA 

TEL: 01729 823990

hello@iprintshop.co.uk      
www.iprintshop.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL
DESIGN & PRINTSHOP

  

  
 

  
 

Smar gna  

Ben	Fawcett	
M:	07950	028	622				T:	015242	62017	

E:	smartsignal@outlook.com	
W:	www.smartsignal.co.uk	

Aerial	&	Satellite	Installation	&	Repair	
Wi-Fi	&	Home	Network	

CCTV	Installation	
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The Parish Council met on the evening of 22nd October 
with five members of the public present.

There was no police representative but a written report 
detailed eight incidents that had occurred between 26th 
September and 18th October. These included a theft of 
wheelie bins, a theft of sheep and a farm accident. The police 
reported that there had been six recent arrests regarding 
thefts of quad bikes with inquiries ongoing.

A blocked culvert carrying Silly Sally Stream under Old 
Road above Clapham had been reported to North Yorkshire 
County Council. The clerk was asked to report further issues 
- the accumulation of water on Lawsings Brow adjacent to 
the railway and defective road markings near to the New 
Inn corner in Clapham together with regular instances of 
dangerous parking at that location.

A letter had been sent on behalf of the Parish Council 
urging the Co-op to consider the installation of electric 
car charging points at the newly refurbished garage at 
Whitefriars, Settle.

Updates were received about ongoing projects. It 
is hoped that progress can be made in the near future to 
complete the re-connection of the fountain on Riverside, 
Clapham. It was noted that ditching works have been carried 
out in the Keasden area to be funded from the Forest of 
Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty grant. In 
relation to the Neighbourhood Planning initiative, potential 
sites for affordable housing had been identified in a meeting 
with the Ingleborough Estate and that the various required 
policy documents have mostly reached the draft stage.

Consideration was given to a proposed draft budget for 
the financial year 2020-21 and this will be finalised at the 
meeting on 3rd December, 2019.

Planning matters, the Council had no comment to make 
about a proposed extension to the rear and construction of a 
new porch at Beckansgill, Newby. This application replaced 
an earlier one for the same address that had included an 
application to extend at the front of the property which the 
Council noted had been withdrawn. The Council noted 
that a certificate of lawful development had been granted 
by Craven District Council for a development at Brock A 
Bank House, Keasden. It was noted that BT had applied to 
remove the telephone box near the New Inn, Clapham and 
the Council decided to look into the possibility of adopting it. 

Among its correspondence the Council received a letter 
of thanks for its donation to the Friends of Clapham School 
and a communication indicating that Clapham had been 
placed as runner up in the Yorkshire Village of the Year 
competition.

Parish Council news

The next Parish Council meeting will be in the Village hall 
on Tuesday 3rd December, 2019 at 7.30pm.  
Everyone is welcome to attend.  
The Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer Nigel 
Harrison can be contacted by email: njhar1957@gmail.com 
or telephone 015242 51165. 
For more about the parish council visit the parish council 
page at www.claphamyorkshire.co.uk

News from YDMT

There’s still time to apply for grants that restore, celebrate 
or increase understanding of the Ingleborough’s natural, 
historical and cultural features. Our funding programme 
offers up to £10,000 for projects that can make a real 
difference in our area. We’ve helped the restoration of 
historical features, improved footpaths and byways such 
as the one at Thwaite Lane, produced walk leaflets about 
archaeological features on Ingleborough and books about 
aspects of the area’s heritage, improved facilities for visitors 
to farms and implemented habitat conservation work.

The grants are part of Stories in Stone, a programme 
of community and heritage projects developed by the 
Ingleborough Dales Landscape Partnership, which is led by 
YDMT and mainly funded by the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund. The deadline for applications is 7 January 2020 and 
you can find out more by emailing chris.lodge@ydmt.org, 
phoning 015242 51002 or popping into the office during 
normal working hours (Monday to Friday, 9am – 5pm). 
Guidance and an application form can be downloaded at 
ydmt.org too.

As part of Stories in Stone we have recently supported 
a new leaflet for the Cave Rescue Organisation, aimed 
at families, to promote hill safety awareness - copies are 
available from the CRO office - and produced a number of 
great books.

Curious Tales from the Ancient Graveyard by Sarah 
Lister (£4.99) unearths the fascinating stories of those 
buried in the graveyard at Holy Ascension Church in Settle. 
Identifying Flowers & Grasses of Hay Meadows (£2.50) is 
a great little guide that will help you identify the flowers 
and grasses found in the Yorkshire Dales hay meadows. 
Tale Trails – meet a hidden giant, curious howlet, horrible 
trolls and mysterious boggart in four family story trails 
around Stainforth, Ribblehead, Clapham and Feizor (£2 
each). A Portrait of Ingleborough (£8.50) is a collection of 
photographs by Hilary Fenten that provides a snapshot in 
time of the area’s social history, showing how people – locals 
and visitors – connect to the land and its communities. A 
report centring on Clapham Parish Wills from 1541 to 1603 
is now available.

As this is the last newsletter before the festive period 
everyone at YDMT would like to wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Mike Appleton

Pupils from the school undertaking the Clapham Boggart Trail with the YDMT
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Visit us at: Logs Direct Ltd, Brooklands Farm, 
Addington Road, Lancaster LA2 6PG

Tel: 01524 812476   Email: enquiries@logsdirect.co.uk

www.logsdirect.co.uk

•Mushroom Compost •Top Soil  
•Bark •Kiln Dried Logs 

•Firelighters •Smokeless Fuel •Pellets  
•House Coal •Kindling •Firelighters 

•Wood Pellets •Briquettes 

Try our NEW products 
•Burner Firestarter Firelighters •Hotblocks 

•Coffee Logs •Evening Lighters

We offer local, independent advice

Free local delivery (min order required)

 

 

 

 

 

   FESTIVE MENU & AFTERNOON TEA 
   Breakfast with Santa/Xmas Courses 

• Tearoom 
serving lovely homemade food 

• Garden Centre 
• Reclamation Centre 
• Luxury Craft Courses 

 

Wigglesworth, BD23 4SN 
          01729 840848 

www.BeAGardenMaker.co.uk 
Find Us on the Settle to Sawley Road 

 

	

Mon – Fri: 10-5 / Saturday: 9:30-5:30 / Sunday: 10-4 

• Fully equipped service & repair workshop	
• Demo & hire bikes available from £60	
• On site test track	
• Free on site parking for local trails – Park & 

Ride!	
• Members of Bike2Work & Cyclescheme	
• 0% finance available up to 36 months	
• Stockists of Specialized, NS Bikes, Santa Cruz, 

Whyte & Ragley	

www.escapebikeshop.com 
015242 41226 – Kirksteads, Westhouse, Ingleton, LA6 3NJ 
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Bethel Chapel, Cross Haw Lane, Clapham 
Sunday services 
Junior Church 10.15am, Services 11am and 6.30pm 
Weekday activities  
1st Thursday Senior Citizens at 2pm, 3rd Thursday Fellowship 
at 2pm, 4th Thursday Coffee Evening at 7.30pm  
Children’s activities 
Mums & Tots Friday 9.30 to 11am 
Kmotion (primary school children) fortnightly Fridays at 6pm   
Encounter (9 years plus) fortnightly Fridays at 7.30pm 
Special December notices  
5th - Christmas Lunch 12.30pm with Andy & Janet Kay.
6th - Kmotion/Encounter Family night 6.30pm
13th - Clapham Tots Nativity with Paul Curwin 9.30am
20th - Christmas Celebration with the Ayrton Singers 7.30pm
22nd - Nativity Service 11am & 6.30pm Carol Service
25th - Christmas Day service 10.30am

Church news
John’s Notes: Death and taxes and childbirth

“Death and taxes and childbirth! 
There’s never any convenient time 
for any of them,” said Scarlett 
O’Hara in Gone With The Wind. 
Which brings home just how 
inconvenient that first Christmas 
was to poor young Mary - her son 
born in a Bethlehem backstreet 
because the Roman governor had 
called a tax census, and the king 

then ordering the execution of all first-born sons.
We romanticise Christmas but at its core is a tale of 

ordinary people doing what their society demanded, despite 
all the inconvenience they suffered. The stories of angels and 
donkeys and kings (not to mention Santa and the Strictly 
Christmas Special) obscure the mundane origins of what 
became ‘the greatest story ever told’.

“I like to pay taxes. With them I buy civilisation,” said 
the late Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr, who left his residuary 
estate to the United States government. Scripture does not 
record whether Joseph regarded taxation in the same high-
minded way, but he was principled enough to put himself 
and Mary through the most difficult of journeys to ensure 
he was duly signed-up to the Revenue.

Jesus’ Dad was an honest citizen; we can’t say much 
more than that because we don’t know much more - except 
that he stood by Mary in a situation where all the neighbours’ 
gossiping might have caused another man to walk away. 
We enter the Christmas and New Year season with taxes 
on our minds (for it is election time). It connects us to the 
holiness of this ordinary family; may their honest, devoted 
lives connect with ours, in this strange and wondrous time.

Revd John Davies, 
Priest in Charge

john.davies@leeds.anglican.org. uk
01524 805928

Read more from John at bit.ly/johndavies-talks

Anglican Services for December and January
Morning Prayer 9am - Mondays 2, 9, 16 Dec at Keasden
Morning Prayer 9am each Monday in January at Eldroth
BCP Communion 10:30am - Wednesdays 4, 11, 18 Dec at Austwick 
BCP Communion 10:30am - Wednesdays 8, 15, 22, 29 Jan at Austwick

Clapham Austwick
Dec 

1
Holy Communion - 11am
1st Sunday - 6.30pm Newby

Holy Communion - 9.30am
1st Sunday - 6.30pm Newby

8 Joint Carol Service - 6.30pm Morning Prayer - 9.30am
Holy Communion - 6.30pm

15 Holy Communion - 11am Holy Communion - 9.30am
22 Holy Communion - 11am Carol service - 2pm
24 Crib service followed by 

short communion - 5pm
Crib service - 3pm
Holy Communion - 11.30pm

29 United communion Austwick  
- 10.30am
Church in the pub, New Inn 
7pm

United Communion - 10.30am

Jan 5 Holy Communion - 11am
1st Sunday - 6.30pm 
Bentham

Three Kings service - 9.30am
1st Sunday - 6.30pm Bentham

12 Holy Communion - 11am Morning Prayer - 9.30am
Holy Communion - 6.30pm

19 Holy Communion - 11am Holy Communion - 9.30am
26 Holy Communion - 11am Holy Communion - 9.30am

Keasden Eldroth
Dec 

1
Holy Communion - 11am
1st Sunday - 6.30pm Newby

Holy Communion - 9.30am
1st Sunday - 6.30pm Newby

8 No service Baptism - 1.30pm
15 No service Nativity & Carol service - 7pm
22 Carol service - 7pm No service
25 Family communion - 11am Family communion - 9.30am
29 United communion Austwick  

- 10.30am
United communion Austwick  
- 10.30am

Jan 5 Holy Communion - 11am
1st Sunday - 6.30pm 
Bentham

Holy Communion - 9.30am
1st Sunday - 6.30pm Bentham

12 Holy Communion - 9.30am No service
19 No service Evensong - 6.30pm
26 Evening Service - 7pm No service

Methodist Church, The Green, Newby
Sunday services
Usual service pattern - 1st Sunday in month at 2pm, all other 
Sundays at 11am
Special December notices
1st - 6.30pm - First Sunday Worship
8th - 6.30pm - Joint Carol Service at St James, Clapham
18th - 6.30pm - Carol singing around Newby village
21st - 7pm - Longest Night Service at Bentham Methodist Church
22nd - 11am - Christmas Worship with Christine Caddy
29th - 7pm - Christmas Church in the Pub at The New Inn, Clapham
Special January notice
5th - 6.30pm - St Mary’s Eve service at Bentham Methodist Church
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CLAPHAM VILLAGE STORE
WISHES ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS AND SUPPORTERS

A HAPPY & PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS 

AND A HEALTHY NEW YEAR

Don't forget your local community shop can also supply:
Gift Vouchers (from as little as £5)
Hampers - tailored to taste
Homemade individual Christmas cakes (plain or with icing)
Ordering service for Christmas meat, vegetables and dairy

And, if your party dress needs sprucing up,
we offer an excellent dry cleaning service

A Happy Christmas from Ferdinand  too!
Tel. 015242 51524 www.claphamvillagestore.co.uk 

Christmas hours:
Christmas Eve: 8 am – 2.30pm
Christmas Day, Boxing Day, 
December 27th: closed
New Year's Eve: 8am – 2.30pm
New Year's Day: closed
All other times are as normal
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News from the school
The news from the school opens on a positive note, 
notwithstanding the disappointing developments which 
have already been widely shared with the community. 
Firstly, following recent visits to the school from a number 
of expert educational advisers, we are pleased to report 
that the outcomes of these monitoring and advisory visits 
have been overwhelmingly positive. The impact of the new 
leadership and teaching team is proving to be as inspiring, 
exciting and forward-looking as we had hoped and, while it 
is impossible to do everything in a term, the speed at which 
school improvements have been implemented is a testament 
to the hard work of all involved, including the pupils.

It is, therefore, with enormous sadness that the Governors 
have had to ask the Local Authority to consult on closure, 
once again. Needless to say, this has not been done without 
first exploring every possibility. The recent journey of 
Clapham Primary has not been easy and keeping any small 
school viable in the current economic climate is a constant 
battle. With our school roll now at just 10 pupils and no 
realistic possibility of a speedy recovery in our numbers, 
with a financial deficit that has risen to an unreasonable 
and unacceptable level and with a cluster of good primary 
schools in the area, the move to closure is inevitable. 

Regardless of the outcome of the consultation (which 
will follow the same format as before) the school will remain 
open until the end of this academic year and the remaining 
pupils will continue to benefit from the excellent leadership 
and teaching of the current staff. 

Plans are being put in place to make this a memorable 
and exciting time for the pupils and to prepare them well 
for transition to their next schools. 

Floating towards abstraction

Gus Stewart Fund update
I wanted to update all those who so 
generously contributed to the Gus 
Stewart Fund for Craven Young 
Musicians at its launch at Clapham 
Village Hall in March 2019.  The Fund 
has grown throughout the year to a 
remarkable £4,000.  This is partly due 
to the kind and knowledgeable attention 
of two people, Richard Ormrod the 
Leader-Conductor of Dales Jam 

Community Band and guitarist Peter Lawrence.  Between 
them they are cataloguing Gus’s large collection of jazz 
LP’s, some of which are rare, plus his books, DVD’s and 
CD’s, and are starting to sell them at rehearsal evenings 
and through other connections.  Much of Gus’s interest in 
musical equipment has already been sold.

I had hoped to be reporting on how the funds (safely 
banked) are to be spent on musical opportunities and 
activities for young people in the Craven area, but Richard 
Ormrod’s father’s health has caused concern and Richard’s 
immediate attention is devoted to his rehabilitation.  I will 
keep you in touch because there ARE plans….

Ann Stewart

We have all fought hard for our school. We couldn’t 
have fought harder. And while we had such high hopes in 
the earlier part of this term, it is clear that the future of the 
school looks to be beyond our grasp. There have been many 
hard decisions - decisions that have been made by governors, 
school leaders, parents and children. 

It is important that everyone’s decisions and actions are 
respected and that every child and family in our community 
continues to be supported and encouraged in their current 
and future education. 

The indicative dates for consultation are as follows:
• Executive Members meeting to approve initial 

consultation: 17 December 2019
• Consultation: 10 January-28 February 2020
• Full Executive Meeting: 24 March to review 

responses and decision on move to statutory notice 
for closure

• Statutory Notice Period: 2-30 April
• Full Executive meeting 19 May 2020: final 

determination on proposal will be made
The School Governors

Clapham Lake after a deluge. 
Photo: Annie Farrer

What a to-do!
48 hours before we were in Italy, 24 hours before we were 
enjoying an evening in the Village Hall, next it was an 
ambulance to Lancaster Hospital. Thank goodness for our 
amazing NHS!

Twelve days later I’m home surrounded by the most 
wonderful array of Get Well cards, so many that I’m sure 
Helen had to ‘up’ her order! I am so grateful for your best 
wishes and beautiful flowers; they have really cheered me 
up in what was a total shock to the system. Grateful thanks 
to those who managed to sneak through Ron’s ‘visiting bar’ 
to wish me well. Recovery is likely to be slow, but hopefully 
I will be back to full health in the New Year.

I am overwhelmed by the kindness shown by so many. 
Thank you seems totally inadequate, but it comes from the 
heart.

Denise Wilson
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Earlier this year I applied to volunteer with VSO (Voluntary 
Service Overseas) as I wanted to do my bit to contribute to 
our global society.
After a successful assessment and interview in London 
I found out I shall be shipped to Zambia to work with 
children suffering with HIV/AIDS, as well as engaging with 
communities about prevention through education. 91% of 
children suffering with AIDS are in Africa; and Zambia is 
the country which has been hit the hardest.
I will be there from March to June and I am so excited to try 
and make a real difference and contribution to communities 
in need. 

Zambia is very different from Britain. The poverty line 
is high, there is a lack of teachers, clean water, healthcare 
and a lack of education towards sexual health.

Many children contract AIDS through their mother’s 
pregnancy or through breastfeeding, while others may 
contract it in their teens. VSO is setting up a dual partnered 
programme with local Zambian volunteers to try to educate 
and help those in need. Whilst I am there I will be staying 
with a host family, along with one of the local Zambian 
volunteers.

VSO is the world’s leading independent international 
development organisation that works through volunteers to 
fight poverty in developing countries.

VSO’s high-impact approach involves bringing 
people together to share skills, build capabilities, promote 
international understanding and action, and change lives to 
make the world a fairer place for all.

They and their partners are paying for my actual trip 
and, in return, I need to fundraise £800 for them to keep 
facilitating their work. This is predominantly going to be 
through my JustGiving page (https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/joseph-williams15) which also explains more 
about my involvement.  

Many thanks for all your support.
Joseph Williams

Samfya in Zambia where Joseph is heading with VSO.

The Jubilee Fountain

Water is flowing once again through the Clapham Jubilee 
Fountain. The gentle trickle from the beck to the marble bowl 
beneath the ornately sculpted fish is suitable for hand rinsing, 
dog drinks or simple contemplation. After several years of 
investigation, it was decided that a return to drinking water 
would be too expensive and difficult to achieve. 

The work was done by Brad Tooke and his assistant 
Brandon Martland of Tooke’s Agricultural Services, 
Bentham, at the request of the Parish Council. The idea to 
use a gravity feed also came from the Parish Council after 
two years of exploring and trialling other methods. 

Supported by a grant from YDMT, the scheme will 
cost in the region of £1,000 but will have the advantage of 
minimal future costs.

Mr Tooke said it had been a pleasure to get the fountain 
going again. The pipe has been run roughly 350m down 
from the beck near the church to the fountain to achieve the 
required drop. It will be submerged out of sight in the water. 
“I feel proud to tell people that I did the job. We’ve had to 
clean out all the back and connect it up to new plumbing. It 
should only need annual maintenance from now on,” he said.

The fountain was put up in 1897 by Bessie Farrer, a keen 
royalist, wife of Clapham squire and lord of the manor James 
Anson Farrer, at a cost of £24.17s. Its design was sketched 
by another Farrer - WJ Farrer of Berkshire.

John Dawson commented: “It’s a focal point in the 
village and nice to bring it back to life after all these years.”

Do you remember the last time water ran through the 
fountain? Email us at claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

Isobel Palmer

Clapham Primary School 

Christmas Fair
on Saturday, 7th December

10am to 12 noon at the school

Christingle Service
on Thursday, 19th December

2.30pm at St James’ church, Clapham

Voluntary Service in Zambia
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Fertile ramblings
On the last Thursday of each month we have a routine vet 
visit when we pregnancy scan cows which have been served 
for more than 30 days. Usually they are in calf and we know 
this because they have stopped coming into season, which 
they do every 21 days when not in calf. 

Cows are all individuals and some show they are in 
season very clearly with signs that a blind man on a galloping 
horse could not miss, for instance making lots of noise and 
being generally flirtatious with other cows. Easy. On the 
other hand some cows have what are 
described as silent heats and prefer 
no one to know about their condition. 
Like me they are shy and reserved. 
On occasion, just acting ever so 
slightly out of character is enough 
to demonstrate their heat, such as 
a sly look as the peasant farmer is 
bedding cubicles when she thinks he 
is not watching, just the faintest flicker of hormones (hers 
not mine) or coming into the milking parlour 2 or 3 cows 
earlier than normal. 

I find the best time to spot these cows is bedtime when all 
in the cow shed is quiet and she might be astir. It is necessary 
to keep a night light on for the cows, partly so they don’t 
walk into each other in the dark but mostly in case anyone 
needs to go to the toilet in the night and, believe me, they do. 

Last job of the day is a look round the cows to push the 
silage up to the barrier and spot the silent heats. That night 
light is just enough for me to identify individual cows. They 
are quite used to my presence and I might discuss with them 
the weather, the main headline on the 10 o’clock news or last 
Sunday’s sermon, it’s a recommended way to end the day. 

Incidentally, we installed a cow brush last winter for 
comfort and I have walked into it twice, maybe we do need 
a bigger light. All the time I am looking for that cow not 
yet back in calf but which has not been seen in season. My 
rule is, if I think she is in season she probably is. It is very 
satisfying to catch these cows, similar to beating Australia 
at cricket. 

A cow seen in season in the morning is inseminated in 
the late afternoon and a cow seen in the evening is dealt 
with the next morning, coming slightly off heat increases 
the chance of a successful insemination. Make no mistake, a 
cow that cannot be got in calf is career ending for her, which 

I explain to the whole herd regularly. Another farm motto 
could be “don’t be hiding them heats”.

The vet helps spot cows which are not able to come 
into season. They may have a cyst on an ovary or an unseen 
infection in the calf bed which the vet soon rectifies and 
off we go.

The cup of coffee on that Thursday is put to good use 
and it is possible to learn a lot. Contrary to popular belief 
we don’t just talk politics, general elections and cricket. 

Usually I learn about our vet’s latest 
cruise or next skiing trip. Often a 
student vet will accompany and I 
like to quote one of my childhood 
heroes, James Herriot “nothing tells 
you quite so much as putting your 
hand up a cow”. We are happy to 
help.

 In the last issue of Clapham 
news I introduced our new bull “Breckney wild Reiver or 
“Billy” for short, he is a Dairy Shorthorn bull from sunny 
Northumberland and he was to be responsible for getting 
cows pregnant. It was to be his job, like Nigel Farage he 
had one aim in life. Billy joined our team in August and 
went straight to work, or so we thought. We had suspected 
he was not getting on with the job and Thursday’s vet visit 
confirmed this with no pregnant heifers.

First thing to do was send on a sub and “Liscabank Del 
Boy” (shortened to Billy 2) arrived from Preston within 
days to take up the slack. Next, we needed to fertility test 
Billy 1 to see what we were dealing with. For this we 
needed a talented and skilful vet but we managed with the 
one who shops in Clapham and shall remain nameless. 
Taking the necessary sample from a bull is not for the faint 
hearted but it can be done. 

The kitchen table on many farms doubles up as an 
office and ours is no exception, before long the whole 
in-tray was pushed to one end and we gathered round the 
microscope. Luckily Billy 1 was declared fertile with lots 
of tadpoles swimming nicely, he just needs to grow a bit.

Judith arrived home to reclaim the table and asked why 
all the “stuff” was at the other end. “No reason” said I, “but 
best give it a wipe down before supper.”

A happy Christmas to all ...
John Dawson

  

 

Is your child aged 3+?  Are you looking for Nursery provision locally? 
Bentham CP School has a Nursery class for children aged 3+, led by a qualified teacher 

15 hour Universal Funding available (9.00am-12.00noon every day) 
30 hour funded places available (9.00am—3.00pm every day, option to extend to 3.30pm) 

Transition to a Reception class in any school will be accommodated, including to Bentham CP School. 
Come and visit us in action 015242 61412 

Headteacher: Mrs Claire Pearson 

 

Is your child aged 3+?  Are you looking for Nursery provision locally? 
Bentham CP School has a Nursery class for children aged 3+, led by a qualified teacher 

15 hour Universal Funding available (9.00am-12.00noon every day) 
30 hour funded places available (9.00am—3.00pm every day, option to extend to 3.30pm) 

Transition to a Reception class in any school will be accommodated, including to Bentham CP School. 
Come and visit us in action 015242 61412 

Headteacher: Mrs Claire Pearson 
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garden centre & cafe

The Old Joiners Shop, 
Kings Mill Lane, Settle, BD24 9BS.
(Access off Sowarth Field ind est)
tel: 01729 824247 
www.layoftheland.co.uk

we stock:
Perennials, Alpines 
Roses, Shrubs
Conifers, Vegetables
Pots and Planters
Baskets and Bedding
Seeds, Tools 
Sprays and Composts
Bird Care, Gifts, 
Seasonal Decorations
National Garden Gift Vouchers
and more!

TEATIME VINTAGE
Curios, Collectables & Creations 

Vintage Heaven 
in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales

Tracey Bilton
Home Barn, Church Avenue 

Clapham, LA2 8EQ
015242 51804 or 0753 430 2135 
Teatimevintage14@gmail.com

Warmest Christmas wishes from all at

THE NEW INN - OLD ROAD CLAPHAM LA2 8HH

Join us throughout December 
for festive cheer and fun 
and in the New Year too!

www.chirpyoga.com
The place for cheerful rebalancing :-)

Yoga   .   Meditation   .   Thai Yoga Massage   .   Retreat Days

Yoga  Classes &         
Retreat Days 
@ Goat Gap Home Studio 

New Beginners Course 
starting in January 

Detox Winter Retreat Day 
Saturday 11 January 

All welcome! 
bookings@chirpyoga.com
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Coffee morning thank youNews from Clapham Association
The Clapham Association – CA (formerly the Clapham 
Development Association – CDA) originally came about 
from a group of local businesses working together for the 
betterment of the village. Over time, it has focussed less on 
the businesses, and more towards the needs of Clapham as 
a community. 

The CA looks after the Clapham Village website 
claphamyorkshire.co.uk thanks to the expertise of Edward 
Sexton at Glencroft. There is an EVENTS CALENDAR 

on the front page of the 
website. If you would 
like your business to be 
listed on the website, or 
if you would like your 
event to be publicised, 
then contact us. The more 

events that are listed, the less likelihood of events clashing 
with something similar, so diluting support on the day.

Ken Pearce heads up a conservation group that tidies up 
the village, by controlling the growth of various shrubs at the 
waterfall and along the beck, as well as regular litter picks.

The village leaflet and upcoming map information 
boards – with James Innerdale to do the artwork, are in the 
process of being updated to reflect the changes in housing 
and businesses in the village. 

The CA tries to plug the gap between what the Parish 
Council and Ingleborough Estate do regarding maintenance 
work in Clapham.This year, we have been liaising with the 
Estate about handing over some of the heavier more difficult 
maintenance work such as tidying up the waterfall as we 
need to match jobs with the capability of Ken’s conservation 
group. 

The CA also maintains a reasonably healthy bank balance 
and as well as funding its own projects, is occasionally able 
to offer loans and small grants to other community projects 
where no other funding is available.

Moving on – at the AGM last November, it was 
suggested we changed our name to Clapham Association 
to reflect where we are and the changing needs of Clapham. 

With the Neighbourhood Plan and new housing, we want 
to ensure we meet current and future needs – as well as 
provide more IT support via the website and by the use of 
social media. To that end, it would be good to have some 
new members – fresh ideas and energy always welcomed. 

The AGM for this year will be on 11th December, when 
we hope to adapt the changes we feel are necessary. If you 
are interested, we have 4 meetings a year, the venue moves 
around Clapham. The date, time and venue detail will be 
posted on the website events calendar as well as the Village 
Noticeboard.

Meanwhile, if you would like to find out more about 
the group or how to use the website and calendar, please 
contact either Edward Sexton at Glencroft, or me at 
dianeelphinstone@gmail.com My telephone number is 
015242 51813.

Diane Elphinstone

 
 

 
  PANTO COMING TO 

CLAPHAM  
Oh yes it is! 

Get cracking and come along to Clapham Village Hall on 

Friday, January 3rd at 2p.m. to see Pocket Panto perform 

Mother Goose, a pantomime eggstravaganza!! 

Join the lovable Mother Goose and her friends as she discovers that while it’s 
very nice to be important, it’s more important to be nice (all together now –

aaaaw!) 

There’s singing, dancing and lots of audience participation 
so something for everyone. 

Tickets will be on sale in Clapham Village Store from December 
3rd,   £8 for adults, £5 for children. Alternatively, you can 
reserve your tickets in advance by contacting Sue Mann on 
015242 51792 or emailing suemann.wyvern51@gmail.com 

 
 

We would like to thank all those who supported our recent 
coffee morning to raise funds for Bentham Pet Rescue and 
Derian House.  The grand total raised was an amazing £563!  
We are grateful to everyone who joined us and gave so 
generously.

Kristen and Rosie

The 1964 School Photo
Eileen Plumridge reports that she has identified one of 
the “unknowns” from the old school photo we published 
recently. She tells us that the boy at the end of the back 
row is Brian Jackson who lived in Clapham until a couple 
of years ago. Does anyone else have any other old school 
photos that we might publish in an upcoming issue?

Editor: Andy Scott

Keasden rainfall report
2018 2019

Sept 83/4” or 22.22cm 133/4” or 34.92cm

Oct 73/4” or 19.68cm 101/4” or 26.03cm
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www.daleheadvetgroup.co.uk 

Healthy Pet Club
P U P P Y  &  K I T T E N  P L A N S

01729 823538
Station Road, Settle, BD24 9AA

Main Street, High Bentham, LA2 7LE

Plumbing    Heating  

Security    Electrical    WiFi 

Specialists in: 
• Fire & security installations
• Electrical installations, inspection & testing
• Plumbing & heating installations & servicing
• Renewable installations & servicing
• Wi-Fi installations
• Home automation systems
• Automated gates and access control

E: info@howsonsltd.co.uk 
W: www.howsonsltd.co.uk 
T: 015242 41422 

Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Se�le
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!

THE ONE-STOP SHOP
Complete and par�al rewires, electrical check on exis�ng installa�ons.  

Small appliance tes�ng.
Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for chest freezers, larder 

fridges, washing machines, tumble dryers, dishwashers, cookers, 
microwaves and vacuum cleaners.
BRIGHTEN UP YOUR HOME

Our ligh�ng showroom will give you all the latest ideas, we offer a free 
design service with installa�on if required.

Telephone: 01729 823423 Email: harrisonandcross@gmail.com

SETTLE COUNTRY STORE
Agricultural Supplies

Animal Feed
Animal Health

Equestrian
Country Clothing

Fencing & Gate supplies
01729 815070

David: 07538 289866 or Rosie: 07398 117269
Email: se�lecountrystore@outlook.com

11 Sowarth Field Ind. Estate, Se�le, BD24 9AF

KEVIN CHADWICK
Welding and Garage Services

All makes of vehicles serviced and repaired

Tyres and exhausts
Clutches and cambelts

4 Wheel alignment
Chassis welding and repairs

Small body-work repairs
Pre MOT checks

Waxoil underbody protection
Recovery service

Unit 1, Dalesview, Old Road, Clapham, LA2 8JH

For enquiries ring Kevin
015242 51639 or 07779 081388
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Village hall news
Firstly, a massive thank you to all our chair sponsors: we 
now have sixty-four upholstered chairs and so far, we have 
only had positive remarks about their looks and comfort. 
We were overwhelmed by the generous response from the 
community to our appeal for these. 

Sadly, our regular cleaners can no longer continue so 
we thank Denise and David for their sterling work. We do 
however welcome back Sheila Maywood who has agreed 
to take over: many will recall that Sheila has done this job 
before so she is no stranger to the hall. 

Please note that we now have a new booking secretary 
in Chris Horsewill. Please contact her in future for all hall 
bookings. Chris can be reached on (015242) 51716. We 
thank Kathy for all her many years of service. 

We have been informed that the Whist Club has space 
for a few more participants. They meet every other Friday 
in the supper room so please feel free to join them. 

The winter short mat Indoor Bowls Club is now meeting 
on Monday afternoons at 1.15 so any aspiring bowlers are 
welcome to join us. It’s got to be the best £2 worth of fun in 
the village: tuition and bowls provided if necessary.   
Upcoming events 

Sadly, the “Spirit of the Seventies” 70’s night had to be 
postponed, in part due to the slow take up of tickets, but we 
do hope to get another date in the future that may be more 
popular. Watch out for posters. 

Friday 3rd January we will be hosting the Pocket Panto 
production of Mother Goose. This should be a very popular 
event for all ages. Ticket sales are already doing well so 
please don’t leave it till it’s too late. 

Friday 24th January is our Burns Night Ceilidh and 
Supper. See the poster in this issue for more details. This 
event has been a sell out for the last two years so don’t 
delay in getting your tickets. They will be available from 
the village shop early in the New Year.   

David Kingsley, 
Chairman

Age UK Group

For our November outing, the group decided to visit Heron 
Corn Mill near Milnthorpe, a watermill built in the 18th 
century.  Nowadays it is run by volunteers but still produces 
flour.  

We attended what was called ‘powsodie’, which I was 
told is an old Cumbrian word meaning ‘shared food’, though 
the dictionary says it is Scottish!  Powsodie takes place once 
a month for groups of elderly people.  It runs from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. and includes musical entertainment and a two course 
lunch, all free, paid for by a grant.  It took place in the barn 
with its trestle tables beautifully decorated with apples and 
blackberry brambles.  

We began with reminiscences from harvests in times 
past.  After that a marvellous bassoon player played us 
part of Beethoven’s Pastoral Symphony, accompanying an 
orchestral recording with the score showing on a screen.  

Next came lunch, which was a hotpot followed by 
baked apples, and then we had a singalong to a honky tonk 
version of ‘Daisy, Daisy’.  The musician, Luke Crookes, 
used phrases from the reminiscences to write a song to the 
‘Daisy’ tune, which we recorded together.  It will not reach 
the hit parade but was great fun.  

A good time was had by all!
Brenda Pearce,

Age UK

Seasonal photo credit

Thanks to Isobel Palmer for again providing the seasonal 
photo of Brokken Bridge which appears on the front page.

The usual, familiar header is a black and white sketch of 
the bridge and has been used since the newsletter was first 
published.  We hope that we will have a new masthead for 
the February edition that will complement the full colour 
printing of the newsletter. 

St. James’ Church, Clapham

Carol Singing

Saturday, 21st December meet at the 
entrance to the Nature Trail at 12 noon
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Settle Photographic Group

Monday 2nd December 
Workshop in New Zealand - Melvin Nicholson

www.melvinnicholsonphotography.co.uk

Monday 16th December 
It’s Christmas!

Christmas Jacob’s Join and Christmas Quick Quiz

Monday 6th January 
Journey to an MA in Photography - Colin Jarvis

To see examples of his work visit:
www.colinjarvis.co.uk

Monday 20th January 
Deciding on your YPU Entries

Tuesday 21st January 
Visit to National Science and Media Museum
14:00 National Science and Media Museum, 

Bradford.

All events at 19:30 at Townhead Court, Settle, 
unless stated otherwise

For more information visit: www.settlephotos.org

This newsletter is a community initiative and is funded 
mainly from advertising and volunteers’ fundraising.  
The next edition will be in February.  Deadline: 20 January.

Articles should be c300 words and, if possible, accompanied by a 
high resolution photo. We reserve the right to edit copy as we are 
limited by the number of pages we can print.

The newsletter is distributed free to the communities of Clapham, 
Newby and Keasden. Copies are available in the Village Store and 
local churches. Electronic versions are displayed on the Village 
website, thus increasing the audience by potentially large numbers. 
Contact: Andy by email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com
Advertisements and Sponsorship
Advertising rates start from £10. 
We are able to print in colour thanks to generous sponsors.
December 2018 & 2019 edition - Glencroft
February 2019 edition - the parish council
April 2019 edition - Ingleborough Estate Nature Trail
June 2019 edition - Ward Member’s Grant, Craven District Council
August 2019 edition - Stories in Stone, a project of YDMT
October 2019 edition - Newby Landowners Association
We would love to hear from you if you, or your business, would 
like to advertise or sponsor colour printing in a future edition. 
Contact: Judith by email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

 

 

Clapham Village Hall Committee proudly presents 
 

BURNS NIGHT 
SUPPER & 
CEILIDH 
Friday 24th January 2020 
6:30pm for 7:00pm 
Clapham Village Hall 

 

Traditional Meat or Veg Haggis, Tatties and Neeps Supper  
with Shortbread & a Wee Dram  

Followed by Dancing to 

The Batty Moss Ceilidh Band 
  BAR    &    RAFFLE      

Tickets £10 adults / £6 under 16’s 
Available from The Village Shop  

David (015242 51240) or Angie (015242 51749)  

Dress as appropriate to the occasion! 

St Matthew’s Church, Keasden 
invites you to a

Christmas Coffee Morning

on Saturday 14th December
10.30am to 12 noon 

Hot drinks, raffle and a cake stall
Come along and listen to carols on the organ

Keasden 

Carol Singing

Thursday, 19th December meet at 
St Matthew’s church at 6.15pm
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Then and now

Apart from the change of season, there is little to differentiate 
these two pictures of The Beeches up near the entrance to 
the Nature Trail. They were, however, taken almost seventy 
years apart as closer inspection shows: the vehicles in the 
“then” picture are clearly from that era, whilst the “now” 
picture shows some of the paraphernalia of modern life such 
as TV aerials and an intruder alarm box.

If you have an old picture that would be good for a “then” 
photo then please do get in touch with the editors as we’d 
love to feature it – and are fast running out of suitable 
candidates, particularly if they are from the periphery of 
the village, Newby or Keasden. Please get in touch via 
claphamnewsletter@gmail.com  We’ll do the rest!

Andy Scott

Queen’s Award given to ‘exemplary’ village store  

On 8th October a number of representatives from Clapham 
Village Store travelled to Bedale to be presented with the 
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service by the Lord Lieutenant 
of North Yorkshire, Jo Ropner.  This is the highest award 
available to voluntary organisations and the equivalent of 
an MBE.

The citation which accompanied the Award stated that: 
“These volunteers are doing everything right - a lively, 

spirited bunch, full of respect for each other and their 
community, and with enthusiasm! They have every reason 
to be proud of what they have created. Clapham Community 
Shop stands out as an exemplar of voluntary service at the 
heart of a community. It’s a model of excellent practice for 
any community organisation, retail or otherwise - and most 
deserving of the QAVS”. 

Barbara Marshall, one of the volunteers who attended, 
commented: 

“I was delighted to be part of the group from our shop 
who went to receive the Queens’s Award for Voluntary 
Service.

I felt very proud about what we had achieved but also 
very humble when I heard what other groups had done: 
beach cleaning, running a food bank, supporting people 
with mental health issues and helping the disabled and those 
with learning difficulties. 

We were warmly welcomed by the Lord Lieutenant and 
her staff who made the evening a very special occasion”.

Sue Mann

Macmillan Coffee morning

I’d like to offer a huge thank you to all who came and 
contributed to another successful coffee morning. We raised 
an amazing £630.00. 

We wish to acknowledge our appreciation to Maria and 
Philip Farrer for the use of the Hall Garth Barn.

Jackie Kingsley
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UNIT 2, SOWARTH FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SETTLE, BD24 9AF   Mon-Fri 9am till 4.30pm   Sat 10am till 12.30pm                              
01729 825122  

         7 DUKE STREET, SETTLE, BD24 9DU                 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am till 5pm     Sat 9.30am till 4.30pm    
 info@peterallenflooring.co.uk     www.peterallenflooring.co.uk 

OUR ANNUAL SALE STARTS 6th JANUARY. 
10% OFF FLOOR COVERINGS AND BLINDS. 

UP TO 50% OFF BEDS AND FURNITURE. 

 

 Sue, Simon and everyone at               

Clapham Cafe, Bunk and Bar  
would like to thank you for your support over the 
last year and wish you all a very Merry Christmas 

and a prosperous New Year. 
 

 
                       Christmas Eve - Closed 

Christmas Day – Closed 
Boxing Day - Closed 

Friday 27th Dec open all day and late bar 
licence until midnight 

Sat & Sun, 28th & 29th Dec open normal hours 
New Year’s Eve - Bar open 5pm - Midnight 

New Year’s Day – Closed 
 

www.claphambunk.com  contact: sue@claphambunk.com 
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Before & After School Club  
Flexible Hours  
30 hrs & 15 hrs Funded Places Available  
Pick up & Drop off from Local Schools  
Holiday club available  

Call 01524 241903 for 
more information-

www.kidzdaynursery.co.uk Accredited Nursery 

Clapham - runner up
In the recent Dalesman’s Village of the Year 2019, Hudswell, 
near Richmond, was declared the winner. Clapham was the 
judges’ runner-up, with Skelton on Ure and Brompton by 
Sawdon Highly Commended. 

For more information please see: www.dalesman.co.uk/
hudswell-named-yorkshire-village-of-the-year-2019

Isobel Palmer

Steam update
It’s that time of the year again when not much happens by 
way of steam trains through the station! One noticeable 
movement comprised  the engines – it was double headed 
by a pair of Black Fives, Nos 45212 and 45407 - and empty 
carriages of a tour due to depart from Blackburn, but where the 
formation was stabled 
the prior evening at 
Hellifield and passed 
through here just as the 
light was beginning to 
fade on Saturday 2nd 
November. This pair 
of engines had spent 
the summer doing their 
share of the work on the 
Fort William to Mallaig 
services. Just over a 
week later, 45212 passed 
again as it made its final 
journey into its winter 
quarters on the Keighley 
& Worth Valley railway.

But the absence of 
action here gives me the opportunity to report on events 
elsewhere. One particular item which caught my eye was 
the return to service of yet another steam locomotive that 
has been the subject of an extended restoration effort. Class 
9F No 92413 was sent for scrap by British Rail after it was 
withdrawn at the very end of 1966. It then stood for 13 years 
waiting its turn for the cutter’s torch before being bought 

for preservation in 1980. Almost 40 years later again, and 
after a huge restoration effort, it was steamed again for the 
first time at the end of the summer.

The 9Fs are truly huge engines and were the last class 
of heavy freight steam engines to have been built by British 

Rail. Anyone wishing to 
see No 92413, however, 
will have to make the 
journey to the North 
York Moors railway: 
with five pairs of 
coupled driving wheels, 
her fixed wheelbase 
is simply too long for 
modern trackwork thus 
preventing her use on the 
national network.

The station itself 
has seen some work in 
recent weeks, though 
it seems that plans to 
install a self-service 

ticketing machine and 
public toilets have been dropped. 

The “Leeds bound” platform has now been installed 
with the infrastructure for CCTV, an electronic departures 
board and an announcements tannoy.

Why this hasn’t been carried on over to the “Lancaster 
bound” platform I’m not sure!

Andy Scott

Newly restored No 92134 waits at Grosmont on the North York Moors Railway.

Newby Carol Singing 

Wednesday, 18th December at 6.30pm
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B&W Funerals Ltd

Ingleton, Burton, Bentham, Austwick, Clapham, 
Settle,Wray, Hornby, Caton, Kirkby Lonsdale

& all the surrounding areas

6 Chapel Lane, Ingleton, Carnforth LA6 3FX
jmfunerals@gmail.com

         Tel: Office 015242 41293
Home: 015242 61370  Mobile: 07758 002260

James G Macdonald

24 Hour Service
Private Chapel of Rest

We offer our own Funeral Plans on request

 

Clapham & Newby Village Hall 

Regular Events 
Monday Afternoons 

1.30pm to 4pm BOWLS 
Mrs Denne 

51617 

Monday Evenings 

5pm to 6.30pm Brownies 

6.30pm to 8pm Guides 

CLAPHAM & 
AUSTWICK 
GUIDES & 

BROWNIES 

Karen Fielding 

07748 164409 

claphamandaustwickguides 
@hotmail.com 

Tuesday Evenings 
7pm 

(Wednesday mornings in winter.) 

CLAPHAM 
ART GROUP 

Linda Clemence 

01729 823767 

4th Tuesday of the 
Month 

7.30pm 

PARISH 
COUNCIL 

Nigel Harrison 

51165 

njhar@gmail.com 

1st Wednesday of the 
Month 

11am 
AGE UK 

Brenda Pearce 

51816 

2nd Wednesday of the 
Month 

7pm 

CLAPHAM with 

HORTON WI 
Jill Walker 

01729 825358 

Thursday Mornings 

9am to 10.30am TAI CHI 
Tony Bennett 

c/o 51240 

Friday Evenings 

7.30pm WHIST 
Elsie Morphett 

07951 295995 

 

www.dacres.co.uk

Photo: Andrew Fletcher

Dalesview Close 
Clapham • LA2 8JH

Traditionally built new homes now available  
in the beautiful conservation village of Clapham.

6256-McConnell-134.21x90.71.qxp_Layout 1  28/10/2019  15:24  Page 1

• Planting Borders • Hanging Baskets  

• Planters • Raised Planters • Border Care • Plant  

Sourcing and Suppling • Weeding • Pruning  

• Lawn Care • Hedge Trimming • Tidying • Soft  

Landscaping • Aftercare 

 

William Fairweather-Smith 
Experienced gardener providing professional services 

wfsmith.design@gmail.com 
 07377411756   

 
Where there’s a Will there’s a way 



23

Newsletter news
The Newsletter group held its AGM in the Village Hall on 
7th November. This was the first meeting after our switch to 
permanent colour printing. The Chairman updated attendees 
with the report he had previously made to the Parish Council 
and the Treasurer gave an update on the current financial 
situation. All members of the committee offered to continue 
in their posts and all were unanimously re-elected. If anyone 
would like a copy of the minutes of the meeting, or a copy 
of the treasurer’s report, then please get in touch with the 
Secretary via claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

The newsletter still costs more to print than it receives 
in advertising revenue. Since the switch to colour, we have 
become more attractive to advertisers, and revenue from that 
stream is increasing though there is still some way to go. 
Over the past year we have been supported by a number of 
grant awards – in particular from Craven District Council 
and the Parish Council, and for those we would like to 
offer our heartfelt thanks. We have also been supported by 
a number of local businesses and groups through “per issue” 
sponsorship – Glencroft, The Ingleborough Estate Nature 
Trail, the Newby Landowners Association and the Yorkshire 
Dales Memorial Trust/Stories In Stone – to them, too, a big 
thank you for supporting us.

We also embarked on our own fundraiser in the form 
of an annual Coffee Morning. The first in 2018 provided us 
with the “start-up” funding that we needed to embark on 
our journey into colour: the second, back on 19th October 
this year, raised over £650 through the sale of coffee & 
cakes, a raffle and a silent auction. If we ever need a reason 
to keep going then this speaks volumes for the support we 
are getting from the community and, for that, we’d like to 
thank every one of you.

Finally, a thank you to Glencroft for offering to sponsor 
this year’s Christmas issue just as they did for last year’s, and 
– from all of us – may we wish all or readers and supporters 
a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.

The Newsletter Group Committee

If you would like to sponsor one of our issues for 2020 
then please do drop us an email, as above, or contact Andy 
on 015242 51749. There are a number of options and we 
would be happy to discuss these with you. 

Financial help
Do you, or someone you know, need help with the extra 
costs that come with illness or immobility?

The Settle and District Aid in Sickness Fund is 
a registered charity, operating since 1960, and its entire 
purpose is to help people with those increased costs.  The 
Fund makes one-off gifts to applicants in Settle Parish and 
all the eleven parishes that surround Settle.

Examples of the kind of help available are towards the 
cost of:

• travel to hospital both for patient appointments and 
for family visits;

• winter fuel bills for the housebound or immobile;
• equipment to help with immobility;
• domestic help.

The Charity aims to help those who are less well off, 
but there are no formal means tests.  Applications are 
handled in the strictest confidence, there are no age limits 
and no complicated procedures or forms to be filled out.  
The amount of each gift is at the discretion of the Trustees, 
except the rules say there can be no commitment to recurring 
gifts.

If you think the Fund can help, either you, or someone 
you know, give me a ring on 015242 51813 or send me an 
email via dianeelphinstone@gmail.com

Diane Elphinstone, 
Trustee

St Matthew’s Church, Keasden 
invites you to a

Parish walk at Keasden Head Farm
on New Year’s Day

Meet 10am at Keasden Head track end or
10.30am at Keasden Head Farm

Drinks and refreshments kindly provided by 
Sheila and David

Coffee morning thank you
Erin and Aimee (Liz and Eric Mason’s grandchildren) would 
like to thank everyone who supported their annual coffee 
morning in aid of Children in Need.  

Aimee was not able to be present this time but their 
mum was able to come. 

Coffee and cakes were served together with a raffle and 
stalls with books, cakes, jams and chutney. 

This year the proceeds are being shared with Dumfries 
and Galloway oncology unit where their mum (Clare) has 
just finished treatment. A total of £570.88 has been raised.

Erin & Aimee
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Glencroft
Glencroft is the brand name of Richard Sexton & Co. First established in 1987 by Richard and Justina Sexton, we’re 
the business based in the converted cow barn opposite the New Inn. We produce a wide range of woolly items all from 
sheep (sheepskin, wool, tweed) working with Yorkshire mills, Lancashire knitwear factories and many more unique 
manufacturers.

One year on from being the first sponsor of the Clapham and District Village Newsletter, we’re very proud to be back 
here again supporting the work the newsletter team do. It’s been a busy year for us so we thought we’d let you know the 
highlights.

Edward Sexton

Edward meeting with the owner of the Clapham Inn pub and one of our customers 
who runs her family business specialising in quality British imports.

After 31 years of using 
stacks of old woollen 
yarn boxes to store our 
products in we refurbished 
the warehouse with metal 
shelving in December 
2018. It’s cleaner, tidier, 
provides more light and 
should last the next 31 

years! We also managed to help fill a couple of crates with 
cardboard recycling at Settle Swimming Pool.

Glencroft in Japan
O u r  b i g g e s t 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
export market 
is Japan, so in 
February Edward 
made our first trip 
out there. Like 
the many British 
shops we supply, 
our  Japanese 
customers (shops 

and distributors) really appreciated the effort made to speak 
with them face-to-face. With the help of British Wool we 
were introduced to some new customers and even met the 
owner of the ‘Clapham Inn’ pub near Osaka – we sent her 
some Clapham postcards from the village shop when we 
returned home!

Edward wearing our woollies in downtown Tokyo

Great British Entrepreneur Awards
In July we were really proud to be shortlisted in the family 
business entrepreneur of the year category in the Great 
British Entrepreneur Awards. They recognized our strategy 
to grow the Glencroft brand, expand internationally and 
grow into online retail. The awards acknowledge the hard 
work and inspiring stories of entrepreneurs and businesses 
from across the United Kingdom and we’re thrilled to be 
counted amongst them.

Three Peaks Project Lambswool Scarves
For Christmas this year we’ve created a Three Peaks 100% 
lambswool scarf woven in a Yorkshire woollen mill. All the 
profits go to the Yorkshire Dales National Park Three Peaks 
Project which helps to maintain the paths on Ingleborough, 
Penyghent and Whernside.

Speaking of the launch, Nick Cotton - Member Champion 
for Recreation Management at the Yorkshire Dales National 
Park, said: “We’re grateful to Glencroft for their support of 
the Three Peaks Project through the sale of these excellent 
Yorkshire woollen scarves. This is the perfect Christmas gift 
for a friend or family member and provides us with much 
needed resource to help keep the Three Peaks in the best 
condition for future visitors”.

Refurbished warehouse


