
Fifty years on
Do you remember when we used to have things called snow 
and ice and winter? It was on a very snowy day, February 
6th 1970, that we moved to Clapham from our temporary 
rented house in Settle. We had spent a vast sum of money, 
well above what we could afford, in fact nearly £5000, to 
buy the house next door to the primary school. Facing the 
prospect of the debtors’ prison, we had no spare cash to 
spend on removals so we hired a van and made about seven 
slithering trips up and down Buck Haw Brow in the days 
before the Settle by-pass.

We were worried 
because we wondered 
what we had done. The 
only reason why we came 
to The Dales was that I had 
been appointed to a post at 
Settle High School. The job 
really appealed but country 
life certainly did not so we 
planned to stay for no more 
than two or three years. We 
had only experienced life 
in an urban environment so 
we contemplated rural life with trepidation. There would be 
no buses, no trams, no football ground, no shops, no cinema, 
no theatre, no restaurants, no library and no play group for 
our toddlers, James and Jane. The only folk who would live 
in a village would be ancient fogeys. We were certainly right 
in one respect: there are many ancient fogeys and we are 
now two of them. We began to realise that life in Clapham 
would be better than expected within the first week. Within 
a month we were entirely converted. We have never sought 
to move away from that day to this. People were very warm 
and welcoming and we soon realised that people actually 
cared about each other instead of leading anonymous lives 
where a nod to a neighbour would constitute the height of 
friendship. 

The most obvious difference between Clapham today 
and what it was like in 1970 is that the A65 ran through the 
centre of the village so traffic caused log jams and lorries 

occasionally re-arranged the stone work on the bridge. They 
also trimmed the corner of The New Inn as you can see today 
if you look closely. The bypass was welcomed warmly by 
everyone, unlike HS2. Nearly all the houses were owned 
by Ingleborough Estate and many of today’s buildings did 
not exist. Cross Haw Lane had not been developed nor had 
The Triangle and there were no houses on the Old Road. 
Instead there was Simmy Hartley’s Mercedes garage and 
filling station behind which were the extensive buildings 

of Clapham Agricultural 
Engineers. There was 
no Bethel Chapel and 
there was no Riverside 
View because there was 
a smallholding on that 
site. The village shop 
was owned by Norman 
and Wyn Graveson. Self 
service did not exist so you 
were served from behind 
the counter unless you 
filled in your weekly order 
book and had it delivered. 

Our order book from that time shows that Barbara was a 
lavish spender even in those days. She splashed out 7p on 
a large jar of sliced beetroot, 6p on a pound of onions and 
no less than 12p on a tin of mandarin oranges. No wonder 
my Mercedes S class remained a pipe dream. The post 
office which also sold hardware items was opposite the 
village shop and there was a dairy type shop in Ned and 
Margaret Coultherd’s kitchen at Fountain House. There 
was competition for the New Inn from the Cross Streets 
at Austwick road end and from the Flying Horseshoe near 
the station. The Shoe was run by a legendary landlord who 
regarded the very tight licensing laws as ridiculous so he 
circumnavigated them by switching off the outside lights at 
closing time on Fridays and Saturdays, inviting all drinkers 
to pay two shillings to enter a raffle for a packet of cigarettes 
and serving a free pie and pea supper. In his eyes the raffle 
and supper constituted a party so you were free to continue 
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Photograph by Mandy Fall, see page 9 for her Farewell to Clapham

This issue has been sponsored by Stuart and Barbara Marshall to celebrate 50 years in the village. The newsletter 
team offers it’s heartfelt thanks for this and wishes them both many more enjoyable years in our community.

Continued on page 3 
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Dalesview Business Centre  
Old Road, Clapham LA2 8JH 

015242 51705 
www.airevalleyglass.co.uk 

Bridge Road, Sutton-in-Craven 
Keighley BD20 7ES 

01535 634788 
enquiries@airevalleyglass.co.uk 

 Windows  PVC Doors 

 Roofline 

 Composite & Stable Doors 

 Bi-Folding Doors  Sliding Sash Windows 

A Family firm established over 35 years, we supply and install top quality 
windows and doors in a range of colours and Farrow & Ball finishes, as 

well as Solidor & Rockdoor composite doors, and machined timber  
Masterdor doors. Call us for a free quotation and no pushy salesmen 
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Nature notes
The roaring twenties? Despite the best efforts of Storm 
Brendan, the early weeks of the new decade have been fairly 
mild mannered here in the Dales; the days damp and grey, 
the footpaths mud-bound, the land too wet for heavy tractor 
work. Not ideal for farmers but perfect for one our most 
common – and most elusive – little mammals. Although 
there are almost forty million of them here in the UK, it’s 
not often that you get to see a living mole 
but even the briefest of walks around the 
village in recent weeks will have offered 
plentiful evidence of their activity.

At times of hard frost or drought they 
tend to spend more time in deeper tunnels, 
seeking out the twenty or so earthworms 
that make up the bulk of their daily diet. 
When the soil is soft and those worms are 
nearer the surface then so is the moldwarp 
(Middle English – earth flinger). For most of the year they 
are solitary, territorial creatures but in another month or so 
the breeding season will start and the wide-ranging search 
for a mate will begin. Working round the clock in four hour 
shifts they can fling about 550 times their own body weight 
in soil and tunnel 200 metres in a single day. No wonder 
the collective noun for these industrious little miners is a 
labour of moles.

One local predator with a penchant for moles, particularly 
when at just 33 days old the juveniles wander above ground 
to find territories of their own, is the buzzard. It would seem 
then that this year the youngsters around Clapham are in for 
a perilous time. Perhaps I’ve just spent more time out and 
about recently but I don’t think I have ever seen so many of 
these stately raptors in the skies above the village. On one 
morning earlier in the month there were no fewer than five 
wheeling and calling over the field behind Eggshell Lane 

and at least two seem to be roosting in the woods up there.
While you can expect to see buzzards and kestrels on 

almost any walk in this part of the Dales, catching sight 
of a peregrine falcon is more of an event. On the third of 
January, one of the very few blue-sky days of year so far, 
I was lucky enough to see all three birds of prey before 
reaching the top of the hill on the old Ingleton road out of 

Clapham. And the male peregrine appears 
to have taken a liking to the area, showing 
again on no fewer than three occasions in 
recent weeks.

Closer to home, I know that many of 
you have been enjoying feeding the birds 
in your gardens this winter and, no doubt, 
more than a few of you will have taken 
part in the annual Big Garden Birdwatch. 
Can I just take this opportunity to remind 

you to clean your feeders regularly? Quite a lot of our local 
chaffinches appear to be suffering from tassel foot and many 
other infections can spread more quickly if feeders are not 
properly maintained.

Finally, it’s always interesting to welcome the usual 
winter migrants to the area – the redwings and fieldfares, 
for example – but it’s especially exciting when a visitor 
appears to take up residence here. In October Tim reported 
the sighting of a pair of choughs near Victoria Cave above 
Langcliffe. They are still with us and seem to be setting up 
territory in and around Warrendale Knotts. 

Brian Christian
This is my first contribution to the village newsletter. I would be 
grateful to receive news of any interesting or unusual sightings 
in the local area - just send me an email - bc.riverside28@gmail.
com, drop a note into 2 Eggshell Lane or simply stop and chat 
if you see me around the village. I’ll also be posting notes on 
Twitter: @bc_riverside

Fifty years on
drinking liquid refreshment (Lucozade, in my case, on my 
occasional visits) long after closing time without worrying 
about the breathalyser because it had not been invented. He 
took the view that nobody with any sense would want to 
drink on Monday so he simply did not open. 

John Farrer was a caring and conscientious estate owner, 
an influential and respected figure who was called squire by 
some of the older and more deferential tenants. His wife, 
Joan, took a deep interest in village life and her greatest 
legacy was the playgroup. When she realised that two of 
the young mums, Barbara Marshall and Jane Fielder, were 
qualified teachers in temporary retirement she saw that she 
could use their talents to benefit other children. She called a 
meeting and the playgroup held its first session in our house 
on November 10th 1970, attended by ten children whose 
parents paid four pence per week in old money.

There was no annual street fair but every year there was a 
sports day for children, held on what is now the playground. 
There were no drugs scandals and no disputed photo -finishes 

Male peregrine falcon, Clapham, January 2020
Photo: Brian Christian

but there was occasional controversy such as the time when 
lots of creative mums made magnificent costumes for the 
fancy dress competition. Imagine their dismay when the 
visiting judge awarded first prize to a girl wearing a nurse’s 
outfit bought from a shop. The fact that the judge was her 
grandmother did not go unnoticed*. The yearly football 
match against Newby took place on Ned Coultherd’s field 
where the caravan club holds its annual rally. It was a feisty 
affair and I recall that John Richards and I would kick lumps 
out of each other. You can always rely on some brave chap 
like me to antagonise a huge, powerfully built opponent. 
Afterwards there would be in depth tactical analysis in the 
New Inn and perhaps this is where John and I first became 
firm friends.

Those were the days, my friend, we thought they’d never 
end.......... 

Stuart Marshall
* Please don’t look suspiciously at other people in Clapham in 
the hope of working out which family I am talking about. They 
left the village more than 40 years ago.

Continued from page 1 



4
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CChhiimmnneeyy  SSwweeeepp  
SSeerrvviicceess
4 Craven Terrace 
Settle BD24 9DB

Tel. 01729 823683 
Mobile. 07815 285321

Home Barn Foods
Outside catering for all events

Lucy Knowles

 

Fiach Cottage, Feizor, Austwick, 
via Lancaster LA2 8DF 

Telephone:
01729 825626 or  07738 922 524

Telephone: 015242 51502
Email: davidinclapham@googlemail.com

Domestic (Denise): 07577 620812  Estate (David): 07974 972615

NORTH CRAVEN
Advice support and social opportunities

for older people and their carers.

Cheapside, Settle, BD24 9EW
Tel: 01729 823066

www.ageuk.org.uk/northcraven
Registered Charity number: 1141867

**************
Cottontail Crafts

“a paradise for crafters”

16 Duke Street Settle North Yorkshire BD24 9DN
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Sue & Steve Amphlett

www.cottontailcrafts.co.uk
sue@cottontailcrafts.co.uk

01729 822946
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The Parish Council met on the evening of 3rd December, 
2019 with a police representative and ten members of the 
public in attendance.

The police representative delivered a report setting 
out details of incidents which had occurred in the district 
between 18th October and 25th November, 2019. These 
included a theft from business premises, a theft of sheep, a 
fraud and three road-related offences.

In relation to highways matters, the clerk was asked to 
report the presence of pirri pirri bur, an invasive species, 
on the north face of the road bridge on Church Avenue, 
Clapham, to North Yorkshire County Council. It was noted 
that litter problems at two locations had been reported to 
Craven District Council and that North Yorkshire County 
Council had concluded that parking restrictions were not 
needed in the vicinity of the New Inn corner in Clapham. 
The situation in relation to that issue will be monitored by 
the Parish Council in the coming months. North Yorkshire 
County Council had, it was noted, undertaken to rectify 
defective road markings on the approach to the corner.

Updates in relation to ongoing matters were received. 
The Council was informed that the ornamental drinking 
fountain has been connected to a water supply and that plans 
are to be progressed to purchase a further three defibrillators 
for the parish. With regard to neighbourhood planning, the 
Council was informed that a first draft of the plan was 
imminently to be the subject of discussion. It is hoped that 
the plan will be complete by the spring of 2020 when it can 
be put out for consultation and thereafter a referendum.

The Council fixed its budget for the forthcoming financial 
year at £8,462.71 and will seek a precept of £7,744.90 from 
Craven District Council.

In relation to planning matters, the Council had no 
comment to make in respect of an application for outline 
planning permission for a detached bungalow on Hen Busk 
Lane, Newby. It noted that conditional approval had been 
given by Craven District Council for an extension at Rantree 
Farm. It further noted that its proposed adoption of the 
telephone kiosk in Clapham as a bus shelter could not be 
permitted for that purpose and that Craven District Council 
Planning Committee had approved plans for a two storey 
house on the allotment site in Clapham.

Among its correspondence the Council received an item 
asking for support for the local Mobile Rural Watch and 
decided by a majority vote to provide a dash-cam for use 
by the same. A temporary road closure on Church Avenue, 
Clapham on 20th January 2020 was also noted.

Parish Council news

The next Parish Council meeting will be in the Village hall 
on Tuesday 25 February, 2020 at 7.30pm.  
Everyone is welcome to attend.  
The Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer Nigel 
Harrison can be contacted by email: njhar1957@gmail.com 
or telephone 015242 51165. 
For more about the parish council visit the parish council 
page at www.claphamyorkshire.co.uk

The Parish Council met on the evening of 28th January, 2020 
with seven members of the public in attendance.

There was no police representative present but the 
police had submitted a written report giving details of 
seven incidents in which they had been involved between 
1st December, 2019 and 26th January, 2020. These included 
two road traffic collisions, a report of sheep on the A65 and 
an instance of alleged anti-social behaviour.

In relation to highway's matters the Council asked for 
drainage issues near to Clapham Station and on Lawsings 
Brow, a pothole near to Calterber Bridge, a broken dog-waste 
bin at the entrance to Newby and a broken sign on Eggshell 
Lane, Clapham to be reported to the relevant authorities. 
It was noted that arrangements have been made by Cllr 
Elphinstone with the Cave Rescue Organisation to remove 
pirri-pirri bur from the Bridge on Church Avenue, Clapham.

The Council considered the issue of parking in Clapham 
which has adversely affected some parishioners during busy 
periods in the calendar. It decided to seek some solutions 
in consultation with the proprietors of Ingleborough Cave.

Updates were received in relation to a number of 
ongoing areas of the Council's work. A contractor is to be 
engaged to install a traditional sign post at Newby Cote; 
ditching work has been carried out in the Keasden area and 
more is in prospect; a sign is to be fitted warning against 
drinking the water from the recently reconnected fountain 
on Riverside Clapham and Councillor Elphinstone will be 
attending a meeting at Bentham Station to progress plans 
to install further defibrillators in the Parish, including one 
at Clapham Station. In relation to the hyperfast broadband 
project there is to be a celebration of the completion of the 
project at Clapham Village Hall on 21st March, 2020. The 
Neighbourhood Planning Initiative is progressing with the 
draft plan due within the next three weeks or so.

Among planning matters considered, the Council 
supported an application to provide a covered yard area 
at Keasden Head and noted that North Yorkshire County 
Council have granted permission for the retention, for a 
further three years, of the prefabricated building at Clapham 
School. It also noted that permissions had been granted for 
a two storey house to be constructed on the allotment site 
in Clapham and for an extension at Beckansgill, Newby.

The Council noted that the planning decision in relation 
to the prefabricated building at Clapham School is likely 
to be obsolete because it had also received notification 
of a consultation on the proposed closure of the school. 
Councillor Price, the Chairman, expressed his personal 
regret that numbers at the school had fallen to the point 
where this was seen as necessary, particularly given the 
efforts that had been made last year to keep the school open.

The Council considered a request for help in determining 
the future management of Clapham Playpark. It decided to 
try to meet parties currently involved to attempt to provide 
constructive help. The Council decided to donate £200 to 
the Playpark alongside other donations of £200 to Settle 
Swimming Pool and £100 to the Citizens Advice Bureau.



6

Beckside Yarns 
& Needlecrafts 

A gallery full of fabulous yarns by: 
 

NORO 
DEBBIE BLISS 

ROWAN 
LOUISA HARDING 

BERGERE DE FRANCE 
STYLECRAFT 

……..and many more 

Help and advice always on hand 
Call 015242 51122 

Beckside Gallery, Church Avenue, 
Clapham, North Yorkshire, LA2 8EA 

www.becksideyarns.com  becksideyarns@gmail.com 

 

photo printing

banners, signs &
cut vinyl decals

posters & large
photo prints

20 STATION ROAD • SETTLE • BD24 9AA 

TEL: 01729 823990

hello@iprintshop.co.uk      
www.iprintshop.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL
DESIGN & PRINTSHOP

  

  
 

  
 

Smar gna  

Ben	Fawcett	
M:	07950	028	622				T:	015242	62017	

E:	smartsignal@outlook.com	
W:	www.smartsignal.co.uk	

Aerial	&	Satellite	Installation	&	Repair	
Wi-Fi	&	Home	Network	

CCTV	Installation	
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Bethel Chapel, Cross Haw Lane, Clapham
Sunday services 
Junior Church 10.15am, Services 11am and 6.30pm
Weekday activities  
1st Thursday Senior Citizens at 2pm, 3rd Thursday Fellowship 
at 2pm, 4th Thursday Coffee Evening at 7.30pm  
Children’s activities 
Mums & Tots Friday 9.30 to 11am 
Kmotion (primary school children) fortnightly Fridays at 6pm   
Encounter (9 years plus) fortnightly Fridays at 7.30pm 
Special notices  
22nd/23rd February - Sunday School Anniversary weekend.

Church news
John’s Notes: This is my story - what’s yours?

At the age of 21 I was made 
redundant and joined the ranks 
of the unemployed. It was 
one of the most formative 
experiences of my life, if 
entirely unwelcome. 

I found myself unprepared 
for a difficult journey: from being a young engineering 
apprentice learning skills which ought to have set me up 
for a long working life, to suddenly being an outcast, reduced 
to signing on each fortnight, and unjustly regarded by 
unsympathetic critics as being ‘work shy’, a ‘sponger’, etc. 
As a young Christian I was disappointed to find that church 
people had little to say, in their sermons, magazines, youth 
ministry or in personal conversations, about the situation I 
was in. Little comfort, reassurance, or hope. It was during 
this period that I left the church. 

Following the instinct that God did care, I embarked on 
the most significant course of theological learning of my 
life: self-taught, over many months spent with philosophers, 
poets, publicans, priests and pop singers, and other laid-off 
friends of mine. We discovered that God valued all people 
equally, unemployed or not; we noticed that in the story 
of Adam and Eve work is a curse - but that elsewhere in 
scripture God validates and celebrates work (as the Creator 
of the world - quite a job - and as the carpenter of Nazareth); 
and we realised to our astonishment that whereas our society 
belittles and marginalises them, God has a special place for 
the world’s struggling people of our world. 

This is my testimony, if you want to call it that. It’s the 
story of how I started back into faith. What’s your story? 
This Lent (see our notice) if you join in our Talking Jesus 
course, it’ll be good to hear it.

Revd John Davies, 
Priest in Charge

john.davies@leeds.anglican.org. uk
01524 805928

Read more from John at bit.ly/johndavies-talks

Anglican Services for February and March
Morning Prayer 9am each Monday in February at Clapham
Morning Prayer 9am each Monday in March at Austwick
BCP Communion 10:30am each Wednesday at Austwick 
NB: Ash Wednesday - 26 February & Mothering Sunday - 22 March

Clapham Austwick
Feb 

2
Holy Communion - 11am
1st Sunday - 6.30pm 
Austwick

Holy Communion - 9.30am
1st Sunday - 6.30pm Austwick

9 Holy Communion - 11am Morning Prayer - 9.30am
Holy Communion - 6.30pm

16 Communion & baptism - 
11am

Holy Communion - 9.30am

23 Holy Communion - 11am Holy Communion - 9.30am
26 Ash Wednesday 

Holy Communion - 6.30pm
Ash Wednesday Austwick 
SCHOOL - Communion - 9am 
- all welcome

Mar 
1

Holy Communion - 11am
1st Sunday - 6.30pm Eldroth

Holy Communion - 9.30am
1st Sunday - 6.30pm Eldroth

8 Holy Communion - 11am Morning Prayer - 9.30am
Holy Communion - 6.30pm

15 Holy Communion - 11am Holy Communion - 9.30am
22 Holy Communion - 11am Holy Communion - 9.30am
29 United Family Praise - 

10.30am Austwick
Church in the Pub - 7pm 
New Inn

United Family Praise - 
10.30am
Church in the Pub - 7pm 
New Inn

Keasden Eldroth
Feb 

2
Holy Communion - 11am
1st Sunday - 6.30pm 
Austwick

Holy Communion - 9.30am
1st Sunday - 6.30pm Austwick

9 Holy Communion - 9.30am No service
16 No service Taize service - 6.30pm
23 Pancake Praise - 7pm No service

Mar 
1

Holy Communion - 11am
1st Sunday - 6.30pm Eldroth

Holy Communion - 9.30am
1st Sunday - 6.30pm

8 Holy Communion - 9.30am No service
15 No service Evensong - 6.30pm
22 Lent Supper - 7pm No service
29 United Family Praise - 

10.30am Austwick
Church in the Pub - 7pm

United Family Praise - 
10.30am Austwick
Church in the Pub - 7pm

Methodist Church, The Green, Newby
Sunday services
Usual service pattern - 1st Sunday in month at 2pm, all other 
Sundays at 11am 

Let’s talk... Jesus! During Lent
Wednesdays at Austwick Primary School, 7.30pm
Conversations with Christians are one of the most important 
influences in bringing people to faith.

This course will inspire you to share your faith and will 
give you practical suggestions to help you to be natural and 
relevant as you talk about Jesus with the people you meet. 

There are six encouraging, video-based sessions 
with short films, inspirational, short testimonies, real-life 
examples from people who are talking Jesus, and most 
importantly, us, together, telling our stories and listening 
to each other.

All welcome:  Wednesdays 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th March 
and 1st and 8th April.

More details from John Davies.
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Visit us at: Logs Direct Ltd, Brooklands Farm, 
Addington Road, Lancaster LA2 6PG

Tel: 01524 812476   Email: enquiries@logsdirect.co.uk

www.logsdirect.co.uk

•Mushroom Compost •Top Soil  
•Bark •Kiln Dried Logs 

•Firelighters •Smokeless Fuel •Pellets  
•House Coal •Kindling •Firelighters 

•Wood Pellets •Briquettes 

Try our NEW products 
•Burner Firestarter Firelighters •Hotblocks 

•Coffee Logs •Evening Lighters

We offer local, independent advice

Free local delivery (min order required)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Tearoom  
serving lovely homemade food 

• Garden Centre 
• Reclamation Centre 
• Luxury Craft Courses 

 

Wigglesworth, BD23 4SN 
          01729 840848 

www.BeAGardenMaker.co.uk 
Find Us on the Settle to Sawley Road 

 

	

MMoonn  ––  FFrrii:: 10-5 / SSaattuurrddaayy:: 9:30-5:30 / SSuunnddaayy:: 10-4 

• Fully equipped service & repair workshop	
• Demo & hire bikes available from £60	
• On site test track	
• Free on site parking for local trails – Park & 

Ride!	
• Members of Bike2Work & Cyclescheme	
• 0% finance available up to 36 months	
• Stockists of Specialized, NS Bikes, Santa Cruz, 

Whyte & Ragley	

www.escapebikeshop.com 
001155224422  4411222266 – Kirksteads, Westhouse, Ingleton, LA6 3NJ 

Bridge Cottage B&B

Five-star rated. Two double bedrooms with en suite 
shower plus one superking/twin with ensuite bath and 
separate shower. From £40 per person. Home-baking. 
Great choice of cooked breakfasts, all freshly made from 
local produce. All diets catered for. Dog-friendly. 
Gift vouchers for any amount now available.

Telephone 015242 51506
www.bridgecottageclapham.co.uk
Station Road, Clapham LA2 8DP
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News from the school
This term has opened with an exciting and inspiring calendar 
of events for the Spring Term providing all pupils with 
new opportunities both within school and on a wider stage. 
Already the pupils have joined Bentham Primary for the 
pantomime and Year 6 are preparing for their residential.

During this half of term, the pupils at Clapham Primary 
School will be reaching for the stars! Their key topic is Earth 
and Space and they have rocketed off to a good start with a 
visit from an inflatable planetarium dome with accompanying 
workshops on space flight and the Solar System.

As ever, our children’s safety is key and we have already 
had a visit from PCSO Jane Grace who gave a valuable and 
interactive presentation on ‘Staying Safe Online’. This will 
be followed-up by regular activities at school.

Closer to home, we are very excited to have set up a 
project with the Bentham line Community Rail Partnership 
which will include history workshops in school and a free 
trip on the train to the Heritage Centre at Carnforth where 
the children will take place in activities and produce artwork 
which will be displayed at Clapham Station. 

The new Interim Executive Board of Governors is 
now in place and are working hard to deliver the very best 
they can in all aspects of school improvement. The IEB 
was put in place at the request of previous governors who 
recognised the need for particular expertise in steering the 
school through the coming months. 

The process of consultation on the proposal to close 
the school has now opened and details can be found on the 
NYCC website. There will be a public meeting in the Village 
Hall on the evening of 4th February and the closing date 
for public responses is 28th February. Obviously, this is a 
very sensitive time for the families, staff and friends of our 
school and we ask for your continued support.

Maria Farrer,
Associate Governor

Farewell Clapham
Mandy, Melanie, Suzi and Patch would like to say a fond 
farewell to all our friends in the village and beyond, as we 
leave Mason Cottage for new adventures. We were made so 
welcome when we arrived 7 years ago and we have enjoyed 
living here very much. 
We have made so many friends, both two-legged and four, 
and will miss seeing everyone on our dog walks. Above all, 
we will miss Sally and Bailey who are the best neighbours 
anyone could have. The kettle will always be on if you are 
visiting the Alnwick area: until then au revoir!”

Mandy Fall

February
4 Tuesday, 6.30pm: Clapham School Public meeting - the 
school
25 Tuesday, 7.30pm: Parish Council meeting - village hall
29 Saturday, 10am-12.30pm: Coffee morning - village hall
March
6 Friday, 7.30pm: The Peas - village hall

Keasden rainfall report
2018 2019

Nov 63/4” or 17.14cm 91/4” or 23.49cm

Dec 101/4” or 26.03cm 13” or 33.02cm

Annual Total 711/4” or 180.97cm 963/4” or 245.74cm

20 Friday: Newsletter deadline
20 Friday, 7pm for 7.30pm: Domino Drive - village hall
21 Saturday, 10am-12pm: Coffee morning - village hall
21 Saturday, 7pm: B4RN celebration - village hall
24 Tuesday, 7.30pm: Parish Council meeting and annual 
meetings - village hall

Diary
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According to climatologists we’ve just been through the 
hottest decade since records began. Since we’ve just started 
a new decade this month I wonder whether we could be 
allotted a newsletter column for the next 5-10 years to air 
our views on how we can all help to tackle this climate 
emergency and reduce our carbon footprint.

Over the past 10-20 years we’ve all (hopefully) been 
engaged in the process of recycling, reducing, reusing and 
repairing – using less plastic, less paper, less fuel, walking 
and cycling more and reducing our car and aeroplane 
journeys. Shopping locally too - I like the idea that our 
local grocery shop now supplies handmade material bags for 
those of us who regularly fail to turn up with a shopping bag.

I feel that if more people come up with ideas we could 
all collectively renew efforts to prevent climate change and 
have more impact on the environment.

Only last month we had the hottest December day ever 
recorded. In Australia at the moment they are desperately 
trying to put out the raging fires which have been decimating 
areas of over 41,000 square miles, causing immense damage 
to eco systems and leaving many people homeless. The signs 
of climate change are pretty clear.

Ways in which we have been working towards preventing 
climate change include:

• Reducing plastic waste and replacing it with paper 
and recyclable materials

• Putting pressure on the shops to reduce packaging 
on all goods

• Reducing our waste all round – food, clothes, shoes, 
electricity – waste recycling is not available in all 
areas of Great Britain.

• The latest ideas in some cities include swap shops 
– take along as many items as you like for reuse 
and collect or return home with a similar amount 
of items for free.

The 20s should mark the beginning of real efforts to 
work towards making a reduction in our carbon footprints.

I have just been reading about Prince William’s ideas for 
an Earthshot Prize to challenge the world’s problem solvers 
to find solutions to some of our biggest environmental 
problems within the next 10 years. This will be on a grand 
scale – but our local challenge is for each of us to do our 
little bit to jolt the earth into a path of sustainability.

I’d love to hear other people’s ideas or comments (from 
both adults and children).

Justina Sexton

The Editors are happy to allocate space in the Newsletter to 
such an important topic. If you’d like to air your views or 
make any further suggestions then do please get in touch. 
Submissions – as ever – to claphamnewsletter@gmail.com 
by our deadline date, which is always the 20th of the month 
prior to publication. 
Deadline for our next issue - April 2020 - will be Friday 
20th March.

Is it cold in there?

I’ve always enjoyed swimming outdoors. Picture this, an 
idyllic picnic spot, blanket on the grass, lots of laughing, 
families splashing in and out of the water on a hot sunny 
day. What I didn’t expect was that I would eventually be 
bitten by the ‘bug’. Not of the midge or horsefly kind, but 
by the ‘wild swimming’ bug.

 Now, we know that we are blessed by the beautiful 
rivers, waterfalls and becks around here. Who could refrain 
from getting in there, up, close and personal? I knew that I 
didn’t want to do the triathlon, swim like fury type of stuff, 
so I decided to look about for some likeminded folks, who 
like me, just wanted to dip, swim and have fun. 

And that is where it all started. I got in touch with a 
Facebook group called The Dales Dippers – Wild Swimmers 
UK and it was on a March evening that I met with a group 
of total strangers at Janet’s Foss, Malham. And that was it. 
I was ‘bitten’ and ‘smitten’. I came away exhilarated and 
with a whole host of new friends. 

Regular weekly dipping and swimming has helped me 
acclimatize gradually to the cooler temperatures through 
the winter months. I don’t wear a wetsuit any longer, but 
neoprene gloves, socks and a woolly hat are essential for 
me. Once in the water, all my cares of the day, the month, 
the year are all suspended for a time as I surrender myself 
completely to the moment. 

Wild swimming improves my sense of self, my mental 
health, my stamina and my sense of fun and humour. Folks 
often hear the sounds of laughter and splashes (and an 
occasional @***!! expletive), ringing out from the most 
unlikely places as they pass by. For those of us in the water 
‘Is it cold in there?’ is usually met with ‘it’s beautiful! Come 
and join us’! But be warned, wild swimming is contagious!

 Marie Lenehan-Jacobs,
Flying Horseshoe Cottages

Climate change



11

Cow bites meets mega bytes
There are various levels of technology on most farms which 
is one of the things that’s enjoyable about the agricultural 
way of life. The way long-held tradition and heritage meets 
that full-blown, modern technology which can be, and often 
is, just a bit too clever for a humble peasant farmer like 
myself. But that doesn’t mean I don’t enjoy the challenge. 
Like most other aspects of life, computers and the use of 
them play an ever increasing role. For instance, all cattle 
must have a passport within 27 days of birth and this is best 
done online. Some animals move from farm to farm more 
than others. A dairy cow can spend her whole life at Bleak 
Bank but a bull calf can be sold 
by us at 8 weeks old and bought 
by a local farmer. He, in turn, 
may castrate him and rear him 
on an extensive (grass) system 
for about 18 months before 
selling him on again to a farm 
who will keep him on to about 
28 months when he is ready for 
beef burgers. Each movement 
is reported electronically to the 
British Cattle Movement Service 
by those doing the moving. If we 
take a calf to Bentham Mart then we report that movement. 
The mart reports it as arriving and, finally, the new owner 
reports it as arriving from the mart. All these movements 
appear on the bull’s passport. His passport has more stamps 
than Dame Emma Thompson`s.

 On occasion the computer can be too clever for its own 
good and refuses to understand my simple instruction. This 
means I have to ask for help from our very computer literate 
children, who then get frustrated with me and I am forced 
to point out that it was me who taught them the difference 
between sheep droppings and those of the Gruffalo, which 
has meant that daughter Hannah is still unable to go into 
the wood alone but she is working on it. Incidentally, I 
also taught them how to use a spoon. I have always taken 
parenting seriously.

 Farm machinery can also be hi-tech, complicated, 
difficult to understand and on occasion appear intelligent. 
But don’t be fooled. Some of it lives warm and comfortable 
in the shed only coming out to play in the summer months 
when it promptly breaks down. Some of it, like the milking 

machine, is used every day and tends only to break down on 
Christmas Day. Whatever the job any farm machine has - it 
will break down, it matters not that it is oiled, greased and 
generally well looked after, it can be brand new or as old 
as Sheffield United. 

Most farmers are happy to have a go at fettling 
troublesome machinery to try and control costs. By torchlight 
on Christmas morning, I found myself rewiring the starter 
motor on the tractor we use to clean out the cows after some 
naughty bovines had eaten all the wires. That tractor now 
lives behind a gate for its own protection. 

In my experience it is 
important to be on first name 
terms with the local dairy 
engineers and mechanics. It is 
vital that when they visit (they 
invariably will) that the ginger 
biscuits come out, the kettle goes 
on. It dulls the pain of a Sunday 
morning breakdown.

The bulk of our time quite 
rightly goes to the animals and, 
although some of them take 
some managing (particularly 

those that eat starter motor wires) it is where I am in my 
comfort zone. It is here that the connection is made with the 
farm’s heritage. What I mean is that if my great grandfather, 
Edward, could appear on my shoulder, then some of the kit 
we now use would be unrecognisable to him. But if I was 
working with Becky, the faithful collie, or shearing sheep, 
he would instantly recognise what was going on, although he 
may not recognise or approve of some of the language. I find 
it fascinating that the sheep we keep are the descendants of 
the ones he bred. Historically when a farm tenant moved on 
he sold the sheep to the incoming tenant as they were hefted 
on the fell and effectively belonged to the farm, meaning 
many of our local hefted flocks have been established on 
the same farm probably since the Enclosure Acts of the 
eighteenth century. Like I said, fascinating.

As we hurl ourselves into another year I recall a very 
wise old farmer who never used a computer telling me “A 
tart on the table is worth two cakes on the floor.”

Happy Valentine’s Day.
John Dawson

  

 

Is your child aged 3+?  Are you looking for Nursery provision locally? 
Bentham CP School has a Nursery class for children aged 3+, led by a qualified teacher 

15 hour Universal Funding available (9.00am-12.00noon every day) 
30 hour funded places available (9.00am—3.00pm every day, option to extend to 3.30pm) 

Transition to a Reception class in any school will be accommodated, including to Bentham CP School. 
Come and visit us in action 015242 61412 

Headteacher: Mrs Claire Pearson 

 

Is your child aged 3+?  Are you looking for Nursery provision locally? 
Bentham CP School has a Nursery class for children aged 3+, led by a qualified teacher 

15 hour Universal Funding available (9.00am-12.00noon every day) 
30 hour funded places available (9.00am—3.00pm every day, option to extend to 3.30pm) 

Transition to a Reception class in any school will be accommodated, including to Bentham CP School. 
Come and visit us in action 015242 61412 

Headteacher: Mrs Claire Pearson 

Technology meets farming as B4RN comes to our parish.
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garden centre & cafe

The Old Joiners Shop, 
Kings Mill Lane, Settle, BD24 9BS.
(Access off Sowarth Field ind est)
tel: 01729 824247 
www.layoftheland.co.uk

we stock:
Perennials, Alpines 
Roses, Shrubs
Conifers, Vegetables
Pots and Planters
Baskets and Bedding
Seeds, Tools 
Sprays and Composts
Bird Care, Gifts, 
Seasonal Decorations
National Garden Gift Vouchers
and more!

Ground works & Landscaping services 
Commercial or Domestic 

Driveways, Footings, Gardens 
Drainage, Tracks & Paths 

Salt spreading & Snow ploughing services 
Kindling & logs produced, sold & delivered 

Contact:  Bradtooke@googlemail.com 
0792 010 6341 or find us on Facebook 

Professional, & Reliable 
Honest Work Guaranteed  

SETTLE ANTIQUES CENTRE
Antiques, vintage and collectables

Over two floors
in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales

Tracey Bilton
Market Place

Settle
BD24 9ED

01729 823494
0753 430 2135

Teatimevintage14@gmail.com

We’ve moved!

 

CLAPHAM VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE PROUDLY PRESENTS 

DOMINO DRIVE 
WITH FISH SUPPER* 

 

FRIDAY 20TH MARCH 2020 
7:00PM FOR 7:30PM PROMPT 

CLAPHAM VILLAGE HALL 

 

 

   BAR        RAFFLE      

TTIICCKKEETTSS  ££88..0000  
AVAILABLE FROM CLAPHAM VILLAGE STORE 

**  VVEEGG  AALLTTEERRNNAATTIIVVEE  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE  
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Coffee morning

News from the village shop

2019 has been an eventful and positive year for the Clapham 
Village Store. During the summer we spruced up our garden 
to provide an outside seating area including cycle racks and 
charging points for E-bikes and mobile phones. We’re hoping 
that this will become a welcome pit-stop for cyclists and 
walkers as the weather improves so please pass the word 
amongst family and friends.

And talking of cyclists, on a cold, dark November 
morning we were visited by cycling royalty in the form of 
Mark Beaumont and James Knowsley Williams. More than 
half-way through their Global Cycling Network winter epic 
to see how far they could travel in 24 hours, they arrived at 
the shop cold, tired and hungry.

They were hugely grateful to Ruth for opening a bit 
early and providing bacon butties and coffee, and both the 
shop and the village benefited from featuring in the film 
that they made of their ride. (You’ll find the YouTube clip 
on the shop website).

Our shop’s continued success is thanks to the whole 
Clapham community as shop-users, supporters and 
shareholders, and particularly to Helen our shop manager, 
our other staff and our amazing band of volunteers. Thank 
you everyone and may 2020 be even more successful.

We are always on the lookout for more volunteers, so 
if you’d like to get involved then please pop into the shop 
and speak to Helen. There are many other roles as well as 
helping behind the counter and it is a great way to meet 
people in the village if you are new to Clapham.

And if you’d like to become a shareholder, 
more information is available on our website: www.
claphamvillagestore.co.uk or call Diane Elphinstone on 
015242 51813.

Harriet Naden
Chair

Please come and join us for coffee, toasted teacakes, scones, 
cakes and a natter on Saturday, 21 March, 10-12 in Clapham 
Village Hall. We will have the usual raffle, tombola, cake stall 
and other tempting goodies. Look forward to seeing you all.

Kristen Bullock
Bentham & District Pet Rescue

This newsletter is a community initiative and is funded 
mainly from advertising and volunteers’ fundraising.  
The next edition will be in April.  Deadline: 20 March.

Articles should be c300 words and, if possible, accompanied by a 
high resolution photo. We reserve the right to edit copy as we are 
limited by the number of pages we can print.

The newsletter is distributed free to the communities of Clapham, 
Newby and Keasden. Copies are available in the Village Store and 
local churches. Electronic versions are displayed on the Village 
website, thus increasing the audience by potentially large numbers. 
Contact: Andy by email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com
Advertisements and Sponsorship
Advertising rates start from £10. 
We are able to print in colour thanks to generous sponsors.
December 2018 & 2019 edition - Glencroft
February 2019 edition - the parish council
April 2019 edition - Ingleborough Estate Nature Trail
June 2019 edition - Ward Member’s Grant, Craven District Council
August 2019 edition - Stories in Stone, a project of YDMT
October 2019 edition - Newby Landowners Association
February 2020 edition - Stuart and Barbara Marshall
We would love to hear from you if you, or your business, would 
like to advertise or sponsor colour printing in a future edition. 
Contact: Judith by email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

Cllr Jim Clark, Chair of North Yorkshire County Council and 
our own County Councillor, Cllr David Ireton, visited the shop in October 2019.
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www.daleheadvetgroup.co.uk 

Healthy Pet Club
P U P P Y  &  K I T T E N  P L A N S

01729 823538
Station Road, Settle, BD24 9AA

Main Street, High Bentham, LA2 7LE

PPlluummbbiinngg        HHeeaattiinngg    

SSeeccuurr iittyy        EElleeccttrriiccaall        WWiiFFii  

SSppeecciiaalliissttss  iinn::  
• Fire & security installations
• Electrical installations, inspection & testing
• Plumbing & heating installations & servicing
• Renewable installations & servicing
• Wi-Fi installations
• Home automation systems
• Automated gates and access control

EE::  info@howsonsltd.co.uk 
WW:: www.howsonsltd.co.uk 
TT:: 015242 41422 

Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Se�le
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!

THE ONE-STOP SHOP
Complete and par�al rewires, electrical check on exis�ng installa�ons.  

Small appliance tes�ng.
Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for chest freezers, larder 

fridges, washing machines, tumble dryers, dishwashers, cookers, 
microwaves and vacuum cleaners.
BRIGHTEN UP YOUR HOME

Our ligh�ng showroom will give you all the latest ideas, we offer a free 
design service with installa�on if required.

Telephone: 01729 823423 Email: harrisonandcross@gmail.com

SETTLE COUNTRY STORE
Agricultural Supplies

Animal Feed
Animal Health

Equestrian
Country Clothing

Fencing & Gate supplies
01729 815070

David: 07538 289866 or Rosie: 07398 117269
Email: se�lecountrystore@outlook.com

11 Sowarth Field Ind. Estate, Se�le, BD24 9AF

KEVIN CHADWICK
Welding and Garage Services

All makes of vehicles serviced and repaired

Tyres and exhausts
Clutches and cambelts

4 Wheel alignment
Chassis welding and repairs

Small body-work repairs
Pre MOT checks

Waxoil underbody protection
Recovery service

Unit 1, Dalesview, Old Road, Clapham, LA2 8JH

For enquiries ring Kevin
015242 51639 or 07779 081388
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Keasden parish walk

On New Year’s Day around 70 walkers enjoyed walking up 
to the shooting lodge from Keasden Head Farm.  Generous 
hospitality and a very warm welcome were provided by 
Sheila Mason and family, Marco Compagnoni and Rob 
Garnett. The walkers took up a collection and donated c£200 
for Keasden Church funds. Our thanks to everyone!

Angela Peach
Secretary, Keasden Church

Steam special

Photo: Ann Sheridan

 
 Saint James’ Church, Clapham 

Invites you to say  

 
 

With a Coffee Morning 

Clapham Village Hall  
Saturday February 29th 

10am – 12.30pm 

Gentlemen: As this is Leap Day, be aware 

that if you receive any proposals of marriage 

at the coffee morning and refuse them then 

you will receive a fine in the form of a kiss 

for the spurned damsel!  

 

Settle Photographic Group

Monday 3 February 
A Day in the Life of a Photojournalist  

by Charlotte Graham
See www.charlottegraham.photography

Visitors £4 

Monday 17 February 
Members’ Projects

Gallery: “My Journey” – members’ photos inspired by Colin 
Jarvis’ talk. Visitors £4 

Tuesday 18 February 
Visit: Malham Village Hall - 10.30am

An indoor or outdoor session – depending on the weather 

Monday 2 March 
Farming Project by Amy Bateman

See www.amybatemanphotography.com
Visitors £4 

Monday 16 March 
Desert Island Photographs

Members will show and talk about the photos they would 
take to a desert island.

Gallery: “Photojournalism”. Your chance to have a go 
following Charlotte Graham’s talk.  Visitors £4 

Wednesday 18 March 
Visit: Stainforth Force - 10.30am

Everybody goes to Stainforth Force for the salmon,  
but we’ll go in early spring.

All meetings at 7.30pm at Townhead Court, Settle unless 
otherwise stated.

For more information visit: www.settlephotos.org

Class A4 Pacific, no 60969 Sir Stuart Marshall hauls the 
“up” Glasgow to Sheffield (NOT Wednesdays) bringing  
new inhabitants to Clapham in early 1970.

Andy Scott 

Christmas greenery
We would like to thank neighbours and visitors for taking 
away our holly prunings from Riverside during the run up 
to the festival, and for generously leaving donations in the 
honesty bottle. We have sent over £14 to Christian Aid.

We are unclear about whether any of this seasonable 
foliage reached special residents of Cross Haw Lane, but 
we still have plenty available if there is a need or desire for 
some!

Chris & Jessica Hart
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       UNIT 2, SOWARTH FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SETTLE, BD24 9AF           
        0011772299  882255112222    

       7 DUKE STREET, SETTLE, BD24 9DU                                 
       info@peterallenflooring.co.uk  www.peterallenflooring.co.uk 

WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

  Domestic & Commercial Flooring 

 Amtico and Karndean Design Showroom 

 Made to Measure Blinds 

 Settle’s largest Bed and Mattresses Display 

 Rugs 

 Bespoke Furniture, Harris Tweed/Abraham Moon 

 Solid Oak & Pine Furniture 

 Gifts for the Home 

 We offer a free measuring service 

Clapham Village Store
... the heart of our village

Opening Hours 

Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri: 8am – 5.30pm
Thu: 8am – 6.30pm 
Sat: 8am - 1.30pm  
Sun: 8.30am – 1.30pm

Main Street, Clapham, LA2 8DP 
Tel. (015242) 51524
info@claphamvillagestore.co.uk
www.claphamvillagestore.co.uk

Don’t forget Valentine’s Day 
- 14 February -

cards and gifts available!

 
Look out for our 

new take-away menu 
being launched in the Spring!
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Then and now

I have gone slightly “out of area” for this one but it’s a 
landmark that would have been very familiar to Clapham 
residents in the early 1900’s whenever they followed the 
New Road into Ingleton.

It’s also a reminder that in the past there was far more 
to the area’s industry than cows, sheep and tourists! The 
Ingleton coalfield was one of England’s smallest but was 
developed early on since the coal here outcropped to surface. 
This made it easy to find and easy to work at shallow depths. 
The outcrop occurred in a broad arc stretching from Cold 
Cotes almost as far as Burton, but the strata containing the 
coal seams lay at a quite an angle, dipping steeply to the 
north. By the time these strata reached Ingleton they were far 
underground. Once the easy coal had been worked out from 
the shallower seams, from pits further south, it was decided 
to develop a deep mine – The New Ingleton Colliery – to 

work the seams at depth. The picture shows the headframes 
over the new twin shafts for this colliery in 1914 whilst they 
were still being dug. Ultimately one of the shafts reached a 
depth of over 800 feet – some two and a half times the depth 
of Gaping Gill! However, the difficult nature of the ground 
made the mine hard to work economically and it ceased 
production in 1936, closing totally a couple of years later.

There is little to visually link the two photos except, 
perhaps, the distant skyline. The “modern” landmark is the 
sky-blue flat roof of the Co-op filling station.

The site of the nearer – No. 2 - shaft is just beyond the 
red tiled caravan/lodge in the left foreground, and that of the 
further – No.1 – shaft is just this side of the building with 
the paler chimney stack at middle right.

Andy Scott

Newby School photo 1976  

We had such a great response to the photo of the senior class 
at Clapham School that we published a few issues back that 
we asked if anyone else had any old school photos they 
would like to share. 

John Dawson sent us this one of the boys and girls at 
Newby School in its final year: is there anyone you recognise 
on there? Write to us at claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

Andy Scott
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B&W Funerals Ltd

Ingleton, Burton, Bentham, Austwick, Clapham, 
Settle,Wray, Hornby, Caton, Kirkby Lonsdale

& all the surrounding areas

6 Chapel Lane, Ingleton, Carnforth LA6 3FX
jmfunerals@gmail.com

         Tel: Office 015242 41293
Home: 015242 61370  Mobile: 07758 002260

James G Macdonald

24 Hour Service
Private Chapel of Rest

We offer our own Funeral Plans on request

 

Clapham & Newby Village Hall 

Regular Events 
Monday Afternoons 

1.30pm to 4pm BOWLS 
Mrs Denne 

51617 

Monday Evenings 

5pm to 6.30pm Brownies 

6.30pm to 8pm Guides 

CLAPHAM & 
AUSTWICK 
GUIDES & 

BROWNIES 

Karen Fielding 

07748 164409 

claphamandaustwickguides 
@hotmail.com 

Tuesday Evenings 
7pm 

(Wednesday mornings in winter.) 

CLAPHAM 
ART GROUP 

Linda Clemence 

01729 823767 

4th Tuesday of the 
Month 

7.30pm 

PARISH 
COUNCIL 

Nigel Harrison 

51165 

njhar@gmail.com 

1st Wednesday of the 
Month 

11am 
AGE UK 

Brenda Pearce 

51816 

2nd Wednesday of the 
Month 

7pm 

CLAPHAM with 

HORTON WI 
Jill Walker 

01729 825358 

Thursday Mornings 

9am to 10.30am TAI CHI 
Tony Bennett 

c/o 51240 

Friday Evenings 

7.30pm WHIST 
Elsie Morphett 

07951 295995 

 

www.dacres.co.uk

Photo: Andrew Fletcher

Dalesview Close 
Clapham • LA2 8JH

Traditionally built new homes now available  
in the beautiful conservation village of Clapham.

6256-McConnell-134.21x90.71.qxp_Layout 1  28/10/2019  15:24  Page 1

• Planting Borders • Hanging Baskets  

• Planters • Raised Planters • Border Care • Plant  

Sourcing and Suppling • Weeding • Pruning  

• Lawn Care • Hedge Trimming • Tidying • Soft  

Landscaping • Aftercare 

 

William Fairweather-Smith 
Experienced gardener providing professional services 

wfsmith.design@gmail.com 
 07377411756      

  
WWhheerree  tthheerree’’ss  aa  WWiillll  tthheerree’’ss  aa  wwaayy 
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Village Hall to host ‘The Peas’ 
This is not an evening with 
a green vegetable! The Peas 
are a duo who are masters 
of taking your guilty pop 
pleasures from the ‘80s 
and ‘90s and giving them 
a classy re-working. 

From Rick Astley to The Spice Girls, they have a set 
list that could make some shudder. However, with a change 
of chords and a blue-grassy, rock n’ rolling acoustic disco 
beat, the songs feel brand new. 

Steam update
It remains “all quiet” on the steam front down here at the 
station though, by the time you read this, the first steam 
excursion of 2020 – the Winter Cumbrian Express of 25th 
January - should have already traversed the Settle and 
Carlisle line. Back in December, however, we did have one 
steam-hauled special passing through: the final one of the 
three Santa Specials was routed through Clapham on 15th 
December and, it being both 
fine weather with a good 
covering of snow and a 
weekend date, it brought out 
quite a number of enthusiasts 
to watch it pass through. In 
fact, with the wind blowing 
gently from the west, the train 
could be heard advancing up 
the Wenning valley for several 
minutes before it eventually 
came into view in the charge 
of 46115 Scots Guardsman. 

A few issues ago, I wrote 
of the plan to scratch-build a 
new example of the Patriot class of locomotives – a class 
which would have been a regular sight at Clapham back in 
“steam days” though none of the original engines survived 
into preservation.

The new build is to be named the Unknown Warrior and 
will become the National Memorial Engine once completed. 

Sadly, the project has hit a series of problems recently and 
these have resulted in a delay to its completion which will 
probably now be some time in 2021. Interestingly, when it 
does finally appear, the new loco will be a few inches shorter 
than those of the original Patriot class in order to fit within 
the modern railway’s loading gauge.

To finish, a quick look forward to the next couple of 
months shows steam on the 
Settle and Carlisle line on 
Saturdays 1st, 8th and 29th 
February and also on 28th 
March. In addition, there are 
Pendle Dalesman specials on 
Wednesdays 12th and 26th 
February,  Pennine Peaks 
and Valleys Explorers on 
Saturday 15th February and 
Sunday 22nd March, and 
a Cotton Mill Express on 
Saturday 28th February.

Finally, there is a 
Wensleydale Railway special 

from Carnforth to Leyburn on Saturday 28th February. At 
the time of writing, routing and timing information for all 
these has still not been confirmed so we shall just have to 
wait and see if any come past Clapham.

Andy Scott

Scots Guardsman makes a fine show against the background of 
a snow-clad Ingleborough as it passes Lawsons Brow on 15th December 2019. 

Photo: Andy Scott

The Peas’ whirling energy will appeal to watchers as 
well as to sing-a-longers. Guitar, double bass, drums and 
kazoos, beatboxing, mouth trumpets, super sweet harmonies 
– and all from only two people! You will come away not too 
sure what you have witnessed but feeling all the better for it. 

Look them up https://www.facebook.com/thepeasband
The performance is at Clapham Village Hall on Friday, 

March 6th starting at 7.30pm. Tickets are £9 and will be. 
available from Clapham Village Store from February 6th or 
from me on 51792. 

Sue Mann

Pre-School Led by an Early Years Qualified Teacher 
French Lessons & Music and Dance Sessions 

Funded Place Available for 2, 3, & 4 Year olds
Places for Children Age 3 months - 8 years

Before and After School Clubs 

Call: 01524 241903 for more information
Back Gate Ingleton LA6 3BT
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A cracking good show!

Over 90 people gathered in the village hall to see Pocket Panto perform Mother Goose. They were not disappointed. It 
had all the characteristics of a traditional panto with a dame, a villain, singing, dancing and lots of audience participation. 
Oh yes it did! 

There was something for everyone, whether they were aged 2 or 82, and we all left having learnt that while it is very 
nice to be important, it’s more important to be nice. All together now – awwww.    

Sue Mann

News from YDMT
A unique record dating back to early Victorian times about 
cave explorations in the Ingleborough area has recently 
been rediscovered. In 1837, members of the Farrer family 
instigated the exploration of what is now called Ingleborough 
Cave. From that date, 
and until 1855, they 
recorded their progress, 
thoughts, surveys and 
experiments within The 
Cave Book. Over the 
years this hand-written 
tome has gone missing, 
but it has recently been 
found at Ingleborough 
Estate. Now in a 
fragile state, it has 
been deposited with the 
North Yorkshire County 
Council Archives in 
Northallerton. 

Recognising the book’s importance to speleology, the 
Estate has given permission for 20 copies to be reproduced. 
Each will feature a new and complete text transcription 
and will be printed and hand bound on archive paper in a 
buckram-covered hard binding.

The work will be led by Kevin Dixon, a member of 
Bradford Pothole Club and a Fellow of the Royal Geographic 
Society. The materials and printing costs are being paid for 
by a National Lottery Heritage Fund grant and is part of 
Stories in Stone, a scheme of conservation and community 

projects concentrated on the Ingleborough area. The scheme 
was developed by the Ingleborough Dales Landscape 
Partnership, led by the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust.

Copies of The Cave Book will be deposited at 
Ingleborough Estate, 
NYCC Arch ives , 
S k i p t o n  L i b r a r y 
Reference Section, 
the British Geological 
Survey Library, and the 
six National Libraries.

The remaining 
copies will be available 
to caving clubs to buy 
for their libraries. 

Come and join us: 
Tree Planting – 29 
February. Woodale, 
Nidderdale.

Do  someth ing 
positive for the environment, help us plant trees at our 
supporter woodland. FREE (donations welcome).

Ingleborough Trail & Cave – 8 April. Enjoy an 
accessible guided tour of the famous nature trail and cave 
in Clapham with local experts. ‘Tramper’ available. FREE 
(suggested donation £15).

Places are limited and booking is essential for all events. 
To find out more contact us on 015242 51002, info@ydmt.
org, visit ydmt.org/events or call into the office.

Mike Appleton


