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Neighbourhood Plan - New houses and businesses?
choose to develop available sites how they wish.
We are now at the point where we need to consider
specific sites. These will then be assessed and debated at
upcoming consultation events which we hope to be able
to run in the near
future (Covid
allowing).
To get the ball
rolling, we would
like you to think
about what sites
could be developed
throughout the
Parish.
Please email us
with your thoughts
so that we can add
these to a list for
discussion.
Send your
Photo: Ann Sheridan email to: info@
claphamplan.net or call Ann Sheridan on 07866 096215.
Please don’t think that just because you identify a site
it will be developed. Existing planning rules may already
prevent it. This is simply the first step in the process.
Thank you.
Adrienne Robins
Neighbourhood Planning Team

Family Quiz Night on Zoom
Questions compiled by Stuart Marshall
To book your place contact Angela on 015242 51108
Friday 12th February at 8 pm
“... a Stuart quiz...it’s what we’ve really missed during lockdown...”

Enter by household
Provide your own refreshments

Promoted by
Clapham Covid Support Group

Where should new houses be built in Clapham-cum-Newby?
It’s a fact that both Craven District Council and the
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority have allocated a
minimum annual number of houses to be built in Clapham
village and the
surrounding area as
part of their Local
Plans.
It is the same
for all parishes
and is part of the
G o v e r n m e n t ’s
drive to reduce the
shortfall of housing
units nationwide.
But
this
should not mean
that houses or
other forms of
development can
be constructed
anywhere. Part of the purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan
is to discuss and identify those sites that we, as a community,
consider to be appropriate for development. We can also say
what type of development we would like to see take place.
In doing so, we can direct developers to those sites that
are acceptable. Under planning law, developers must take
these instructions into account. But, if we fail to provide
instructions in the form of a Neighbourhood Plan, they can

PVC

|

Aluminium

|

Hardwood

A Family firm established over 35 years, we supply
and install top quality windows and doors in
PVC and Aluminium, as well as Composite Doors,
Sliding Sash Windows, Bi-Fold Doors,
Roofline & Conservatory Roofs
Bridge Road, Sutton-in-Craven
Keighley BD20 7ES

Dalesview Business Centre
Old Road, Clapham LA2 8JH

enquiries@airevalleyglass.co.uk

www.airevalleyglass.co.uk

01535 634788

015242 51705
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Jean and John Richards remembered

The untimely deaths of Jean and John Richards of Newby
were reported in the last newsletter. After 64 years of marriage,
they died of Covid at The Royal Lancaster Infirmary within
three weeks of each other. Since then, several people have
shared their memories
of Jean and John, who
are hugely missed by
their family, friends and
neighbours.
A local girl, Jean
was born in 1929, and
grew up in Clapham
with her brother, the late
Tom Guy and her sister,
Betty Lovett. Eric and
Liz Mason recall Jean’s
days at Primary School
with Eric,
“Jean was two
years older than Eric.
She was a good knitter
and knitted Eric sweaters. She was also a good sewer. One
day they were out playing, and Eric had on a clean, NEW
pair of shorts which was something very special as he always
had hand-me-downs. As luck would have it he fell and tore
the seat of his pants
with a large jagged
edge. Jean took him to
her house and repaired
the shorts, making such
an excellent repair that
his mother never found
out! This is the secret
out for the first time!”
Another time Jean
and Eric were out
playing on their bikes
in front of the house
when Jean's brother
Tom fired at them with
a bow and arrow which
went straight through
the spokes of Jean's bike. The bike stopped in its tracks and
Jean went sailing over the handle bars, fortunately landing
on the grass which in those days was in front of the houses.
She went to work as a nanny at Ingleborough Hall and
whilst there was invited to go to Ireland as a nanny which
she did. She later had some time off and came home by boat.
This was a very stormy crossing, the worst there had been
in many years and she refused to go back, leaving all her
belongings in Ireland.
She then got a job as a nanny for Dr Dowell at Bentham
and eventually bought a Triumph Tiger Cub motorbike so
that she could get there.”
Eileen Plumridge remembers that Jean was about nine or
ten years older than her “but I knew her well of course and

remember that she worked in Bentham. At first she travelled
to Bentham on the same train as me when I went to college
in Lancaster after my O levels. We biked up from the station
together during one winter.”
John was born
in Southport in 1933
but his family moved
to the Lake District
where John’s father
worked as a gardener.
For a while they lived
in Sawrey, close to
Beatrix Potter, who
commented on John’s
father’s twinkling blue
eyes! They eventually
settled in Clapham after
John’s father accepted
the position of gardener
at Ingleborough Hall.
Whilst Jean was
tearing around the country lanes on her motorbike, John
was doing his National Service. David Walton, one of John’s
neighbours in Newby recalls, “a few years ago (over a cup
of tea, while John was using our computer to check his
orienteering results) he
talked about national
service and his work
as a medical orderly at
Old Duchess of Kent
Military Hospital at
the Catterick Garrison.
He described it as then
a place where soldiers
needing mental health
care were housed in
a collection of old
ramshackle huts.
John’s role was to
organise consultations
and treatments for a
psychiatrist travelling
up from Southampton who was just a few years older than
himself – and someone who would shortly become world
famous as a psychiatry ‘radical’ – R.D. (Ronnie) Laing.
At the time, the country was being encouraged to build
a prosperous post-war Britain and people remarked upon the
large numbers of marriages and births. Less well known are
the record number of divorces, suicides and the numbers of
soldiers needing in-patient care for mental health problems.
These subjects went largely undiscussed and patients were
seen as somehow flawed. However, they were issues which
John felt deeply about as a young man and he didn’t think
the hospital organisation helped.
His view of Ronnie Laing was as a young doctor (older
than him but just qualified) Continued on page 23
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Settle
Chimney Sweep
Services

Organic Market Garden - Bakery
Farm Shop - Home Delivery

4 Craven Terrace
Settle BD24 9DB

www.growingwithgrace.org.uk 015242 51723

Open 10am-5pm (closed Sundays & Mondays)

Tel. 01729 823683
Mobile. 07815 285321

A65 Clapham – Follow the carrots!

**************
Cottontail Crafts
“a paradise for crafters”

Sue & Steve Amphlett
www.cottontailcrafts.co.uk
sue@cottontailcrafts.co.uk
01729 822946

Jewellery Ribbons Buttons Bows

Jewellery Ribbons Buttons Bows

Knitting Needle Craft Haberdashery Sewing Card Making Sewing Machines

**************
16 Duke Street Settle North Yorkshire BD24 9DN

Home Barn Foods
Outside catering for all events
and NEW meal delivery service

:: Gluten free Mondays :: Tray Bake Tuesdays ::
:: Wagon Jobber Wednesdays ::
See Home Barn Foods Facebook page for more details

Lucy Knowles

Fiach Cottage, Feizor, Austwick, LA2 8DF
07738 922524

Telephone: 015242 51502
Email: davidinclapham@googlemail.com
Domestic (Denise): 07577 620812 Estate (David): 07974 972615
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COVID update

Clapham Village Store
During lockdown, the shop will close on weekdays at
4.30pm and weekends at 1.30pm.
To keep everyone safe, please do not come to the shop
if you are feeling ill, check before entering the shop that no
more than three customers are inside, remember to wear a
mask and use the hand sanitiser provided.
For those in the parish who are confined to their homes, the
shop is continuing to run its delivery on Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays. For home deliveries further afield or for more
remote properties, please contact the shop.
Orders should ideally be placed on the day before,
particularly for fresh fruit, veg or meat, and not later than
11am on the day. Please stay close to your phone on delivery
day so that payment can be taken smoothly.
If you don’t want to come into the shop, there is a pick-up
service. You can place an order to collect outside the shop.
To use these services, email
info@claphamvillagestore.co.uk, phone 015242 51524, or
ask someone to bring in your order.
Please provide your address and phone number on any
email orders.
Latest information can be found on the Village Store
website.
Prescription collections
The Bentham surgery and Settle’s Townhead surgery
deliver prescriptions to Clapham Village Store. Please collect
promptly.
Home entertainment
The weekly Zoom Coffee Morning is continuing, and all
are welcome to join in. It takes place on Monday mornings
10.30 to 11.30am; further details can be found on the
newsletter website.
If you can think of other virtual gatherings, we could
arrange such as craft, baking, gardening etc, please don’t be
shy about suggesting them. You could join the coffee morning
Zoom to share and discuss your ideas to help us all get through
the winter months in lockdown.
If you, or someone you know, would like some help
getting started with Zoom, please contact the COVID support
group.
Laptops for schoolchildren
Some families may not have enough laptops for all their
children to do schoolwork during lockdown.
Should you be in this position, please contact the COVID
support group.
Just as importantly, if you have a laptop that you are not
using and would be willing to lend or donate, please contact
the COVID support group.
Clapham COVID Support Group

Print editions are produced every two months, at the beginning of
February, April, June, August, October and December. The next edition
will be produced for April. Deadline: 20 March.
Articles
If you want to submit an article it should be c300 words and, if
possible, accompanied by a high resolution photo. We reserve the
right to edit copy.
Contact: Andy by email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com
Advertisements and Sponsorship
Advertising rates start from £10. We are able to print in colour
thanks to sponsors. We would love to hear from you if you, or
your business, would like to advertise or sponsor colour printing.
Contact: Judith by email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com
Distribution
If the printed edition is usually delivered to your home and you
haven’t received one by the 5th of the publication month - copies
will be available, for you to collect from: Clapham Village Store,the
porch at St James Church Clapham, the porch at St Matthew’s
Church Keasden, Newby Methodist Church, and the waiting
room at Clapham Station. The distribution points will have copies
available to collect on the 1st of every publication month.
Distribution procedures may be subject to change during Covid, but
the newsletters will be available from the distribution points.
Website
For news updates and more see: clapham-news.net

COVID support

If you need to make contact with us - we are available by
email, phone or via our Facebook page.
Our email address: claphamyorksvirushelp@gmail.com
Helpline during office hours: 015242 805969
Our Facebook page is: Clapham Yorks Covid Community
Help - where we try to ensure the latest government
information is shared with you.
Other websites where information can be found are:
• Clapham Village website - claphamyorkshire.co.uk
• Clapham Shop website - claphamvillagestore.co.uk
• Clapham Newsletter website - clapham-news.net
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Call us on 07876 205361 or email
andrew@septictanksnorthwest.co.uk

BESPOKE SOLUTION, SERVICE
& INSTALLATION FOR EVERY SITE
ASSURED QUALITY &
RELIABILITY EVERY TIME

YOUR LOCAL
DESIGN & PRINTSHOP

Septic tanks
Sewage treatment systems
Soak aways
Drainage fields

photo printing

posters & large
photo prints

banners, signs &
cut vinyl decals

20 STATION ROAD • SETTLE • BD24 9AA

TEL: 01729 823990
hello@iprintshop.co.uk

www.iprintshop.co.uk
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Parish Council news

The Parish Council has met twice since the last issue.
Meeting of 8th December 2020
The council met online with twelve members of the public
in attendance. As usual, a police report was received. This
detailed sixteen matters that had required police attention
in the preceding month or so and including a burglary at
the building site on Station Road, Clapham with the theft
of items from a container and two instances of alleged antisocial behaviour.
In relation to highways matters, the Council noted that a
blocked culvert on Reeby’s Lane had been reported to North
Yorkshire County Council (NYCC). It was also noted that
matters raised at the previous meeting had been referred
to NYCC, namely, faded give way markings on Lawsings
Brow, a cracked manhole cover near to Clapham Station and
an accumulation of water on Lawsings Brow. Some work had
been carried out on Old Road to deal with the intermittent
problem involving Silly Sally Stream flowing over and down
the road instead of through its culvert. Some possible digging
work had been suggested to the Ingleborough Estate and the
Council will carry out other such work on the road side to
lessen the chance of the problem recurring.
Councillor Elphinstone reported that the order for supply
of a new defibrillator to be placed in Newby was completed
and ready for submission. Councillor Sheridan reported that
the final draft of the Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared
and that a further application for a grant to fund the initiative
is under preparation.
A suggested climate emergency motion was considered
and the Council unanimously passed such a motion in the
following terms:
‘Further to the Climate Emergency resolutions of the
House of Commons (May 2019), Craven District Council
(August 2019) and the Yorkshire Dales National Park
Authority (September 2019), the Parish Council declares a
Climate Emergency and to:
(i) actively consider and promote the reduction of carbon
emissions and the promotion of biodiversity in all its
operations and decision making;
(ii) support and promote community initiatives which assist
parishioners to take steps to reduce carbon emissions, and
to encourage and promote biodiversity in the Parish.’
The Council had earlier received and accepted details
of ways in which the motion might be given effect. These
were as follows:
• supporting Craven District Council’s Climate Emergency
Strategic Plan 2020 to 2030;
• working with partners across the wider local community
to facilitate and encourage ways to reduce carbon
emissions and to promote biodiversity;
• ensuring that Parish Council procedures include carbon
efficient procurement wherever possible;
• taking steps wherever possible to encourage and support
the community to become resilient to changes caused by
the changing climate, in particular championing carbon
neutral and other environmental initiatives that are put

forward by local groups working towards that goal
within the parish, including the Clapham Sustainability
Project/Group;
• using the council’s planning and development powers
to ensure that any development in the Parish meets the
highest enforceable standards for energy efficiency
and supporting these measures to be included in the
upcoming Neighbourhood Plan;
• considering carbon reduction and promoting biodiversity
in all decision making.
The Council agreed to commission an architect’s
drawings with a view to installing a handrail in Clapham
Churchyard.
In relation to financial matters, the Council fixed its
budget for 2021/22 at £8,342.00. The precept to be sought
from Craven District Council was agreed as £7,926.70
Planning matters were considered, the Council having
no comment to make with regard to a minor amendment
to already approved plans for development at The Dairy,
Hammon Head Hall and opposing plans, as currently
drawn, to install a sewage treatment plant at Newby Cote.
The Council noted that permission for a barn conversion at
Giffords Barn had been granted by Craven District Council
and that the same authority had refused permission for
change of use of the former Railway Goods Yard near to
Clapham Station to accommodate five holiday lodges.
Meeting of 26th January 2021
The council met online with nine members of the public in
attendance.
The meeting began with the reading of a police report
which set out details of 31 incidents that had occured
between 5th December 2020 and 25th January 2021. These
included a theft of sheep, a suspected theft of a puppy, a
fraud, a sudden death, a theft from a vehicle and incidents
relating to the Covid-19 outbreak.
In relation to highways matters, the Council noted that
work had been undertaken to prevent flooding on Old Road,
Clapham arising from a combination of blockage of a culvert
and diverted drainage from a stream crossing the road. The
Council also asked for the matter of inadequate gritting
facilities in the Keasden and Newby areas to be reported to
North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC).
The Council received updates in relation to various
ongoing matters and was informed that architectural
drawings of a proposed handrail for Clapham Churchyard
are due to be submitted. It was also told that the defibrillator
to be installed at Newby Chapel has been ordered and that
its installation is anticipated soon after delivery. Training
in the use of the device will be arranged. The Council was
further informed that the Neighbourhood Planning draft
report has been completed and forwarded for consideration
by Craven District Council and the Yorkshire Dales National
Park Authority. From the response of the latter body, some
further work will be required in the matter of allocation of
housing sites. Finally, in relation to ongoing matters, the
Council was made aware that a Continued on page 13
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garden centre & cafe

we stock:

Perennials, Alpines
Roses, Shrubs
Conifers, Vegetables
Pots and Planters
Baskets and Bedding
Seeds, Tools
Sprays and Composts
Bird Care, Gifts,
Seasonal Decorations
National Garden Gift Vouchers

and more!

The Old Joiners Shop,
Kings Mill Lane, Settle, BD24 9BS.
(Access off Sowarth Field ind est)
tel: 01729 824247
www.layoftheland.co.uk

6256-McConnell-134.21x90.71.qxp_Layout 1 28/10/2019 15:24 Page 1

Ground works & Landscaping services
Commercial or Domestic
Driveways, Footings, Gardens
Drainage, Tracks & Paths
Salt spreading & Snow ploughing services
Kindling & logs produced, sold & delivered

Dalesview Close
Clapham • LA2 8JH
www.dacres.co.uk

Traditionally built new homes now available
in the beautiful conservation village of Clapham.

Contact: Bradtooke@googlemail.com
0792 010 6341 or find us on Facebook
Professional, & Reliable
Honest Work Guaranteed

Photo: Andrew Fletcher
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Nature notes

Twitcher or birdwatcher? Most of us enjoy watching birds,
even if we rarely venture far from our gardens or kitchen
windows to do so. A glimpse of a wren on a drystone
wall, the noisy clamour of a clattering of jackdaws or the
distinctive mewing call of a buzzard circling far overhead
can enliven even the shortest
walk around the village. But
these parochial encounters
offer little satisfaction to the
twitcher.
The origin of the term
refers to the nervous, twitchy
behaviour of well known
British birdwatcher Howard
Medhurst who, in the 1950s,
frequently journeyed long
distances at short notice
to see rare birds. The term
came into common use
over the next decade as the
popularity of birdwatching
increased and competition developed among an excitable
few who sought to outdo one another in the numbers of
birds they could claim to have seen. In recent times, thanks
in no small part to the infinite reach of social media, any
bedraggled storm-tossed rarity was likely to find itself the
focus of a hundred well-travelled zoom lenses before it had
time to draw breath and work out where it had landed. Not
now. Lockdown has clipped the wings of even the most
ardent twitcher.
Perhaps the experiences of the past year have taught us
all to appreciate things closer to home.
One self-effacing garden visitor that often goes unnoticed
is the humble dunnock, literally the little brown one. It
spends most of its time shuffling about under shrubs and
bushes in search of seeds and grubs and can often be found
hoovering up scraps under garden bird feeders. Roughly the
size and shape of a robin, it may lack that distinctive red
breast but its piercing song can light up even the darkest
January morning – which is why its old folk names include
winter nightingale, hedge warbler and black wren. A rather
less flattering nickname for this busy little character is the
foolish sparrow, so-called because it is often deceived by an
opportunistic cuckoo seeking someone else gullible enough
to raise its voracious chick.
Until quite recently there would have been little more to
say about what was generally considered to be just another
widespread, rather unremarkable inhabitant of our gardens
and hedgerows. But now we know what we have been
missing. Right under our noses, or at least under our privets
and hydrangeas, the dunnock has been behaving in a manner
worthy of the attention of the most salacious tabloids.
In the avian world it is quite common for a male to form
a mating bond with more than one female. That’s called
polygyny. And it’s not particularly unusual for a female
to choose to pair with more than one male. That’s known

as polyandry. The dunnock, though, has been responsible
for adding a new word to the ornithologist’s dictionary:
polygynandry. This is a system in which a male can be
polygynous with females that are themselves polyandrous.
There are not many garden birds whose amorous escapades
have been so striking as to
require the invention of a
completely new word. Every
February this promiscuous
dance begins in gardens all
over the country – and you
don’t have to be a twitcher
to spot it!
Staying close to home,
I wonder how many of you
have noticed how many
blackbirds are chasing each
other about at the moment?
One day in early January
Dunnock - ‘the little brown one.’
I counted no fewer than
Photo: Brian Christian
eleven in our small garden,
which means there are likely to be hundreds in and around
the village. It’s not unusual for blackbirds to go missing
from our gardens for a couple of months in the autumn,
when fruit and berries are plentiful further afield. They come
back to us as the days get shorter, often accompanied by
northern birds moving south and occasionally joined by
Scandinavian migrants escaping harsher conditions in their
home territories.
If you look carefully, you will see that many of these
winter blackbirds lack the bright orange beaks and glossy
black plumage of summer birds. Some, of course, are
females but many are young males fledged in the last year
who won’t develop their full adult plumage for another few
months. These immature birds are responsible for one of
the most enduring urban birding myths, that Scandinavian
blackbirds have black beaks. They don’t – or at least, they
won’t when they get a bit older.
Finally, some notable sightings in the local area over
the past few weeks include a number of bramblings and
hawfinches in the grounds of Ingleborough Hall and, for
just a day or two, a small drift of snow buntings on Newby
Moor – the latter probably escaping the deeper snow on
higher ground. Two or three little egrets have also been
seen in several locations around the village, increasingly
regular encounters that would have attracted a lot of twitcher
attention just ten years ago.
Remember, if you have news of any interesting or
unusual sightings in the area,
• please drop a note into 2 Eggshell Lane,
• send me an email (bc.riverside28@gmail.com), or
• simply stop and chat if you see me around the
village.
Photographs are always welcome and, as ever, I’ll
continue to post notes on Twitter: @bc_riverside
Brian Christian
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WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE



Domestic & Commercial Flooring

Amtico and Karndean Design Showroom




Made to Measure Blinds

Settle’s largest Bed and Mattresses Display




Rugs

Bespoke Furniture, Harris Tweed/Abraham Moon


Solid Oak & Pine Furniture




Gifts for the Home

We offer a free measuring service

UNIT 2, SOWARTH FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SETTLE, BD24 9AF
01729 825122
7 DUKE STREET, SETTLE, BD24 9DU
info@peterallenflooring.co.uk www.peterallenflooring.co.uk

Day Nursery & Pre-School, Ingleton
 Open 7am – 6.30pm Mon – Fri
 All Staff Paediatric First Aid trained
Funded
Places
available

 Places for children age 3 months –
8 years
 French, music and dance sessions

15 & 30
Hours

 Before and After school Clubs

Call: 01524 241903 for more information
info@kidzdaynursery.co.uk
www.kidzdaynursery.co.uk
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Church news

The Church doesn’t do so well in pandemics. The Black some parishioners here do use, and value). Overlooked in
Death intensified because the people believed that the way this argument is Archbishop Welby’s willingness last year to
to be rid of the plague was to appease the deity by coming publicly discuss loss, disability and depression and explore
together for mass and pilgrimages. When in time people how to find ways through them. In 1983, the Welbys lost
realised that their prayers had had the opposite effect, they a seven-month-old baby, Johanna, in a car crash. Twelve
turned on their clerics: at least, those few who themselves months later another of their children was critically ill.
Their daughter Katharine has mental
had survived and hadn’t fled the
health difficulties and Ellie, learning
parish when the plague arrived. The
church - bonded to the landlord class
disabilities. It has often led him to
- was a prime target of the subsequent
question his faith.
Peasants Revolt led by radical priests
Welby’s confessional approach
contrasts sharply with the temporal
such as John Ball preaching liberty
power exercises of Eliot’s
and equality for the common people.
Thomas Becket, but his empathic
Simon Sudbury, the Archbishop of
vulnerability has been a genuinely
Canterbury who had introduced
appreciated ministry to so many
a poll tax, was hunted down and
people reeling from loss and caught
beheaded by protestors.
in doubt and turmoil. Does this
The 1918 flu pandemic saw
many churches close across the
The Death of the Tailor - the first plague victim. sound familiar? Another church
From The Plague Window, St Lawrence church, Eyam,
leader once said, “The greatest
world (‘Churchless Sundays’ they
Derbyshire.
among you should be like the least,
called them in the States) and there
was plenty of dispute about the rights and wrongs of doing so. and the one who leads like the one who serves.” The church
In Egremont, Cumbria, where the death rate was appalling, will emerge, scathed as ever, from this pandemic. But this
the medical officer asked the rector to stop ringing the church model of humility, prayerfulness, and empathy, might just
bells every time there was a funeral because he wanted to be the kind of leadership we need through which to rebuild.
“keep people cheerful”, whilst some London churches Church services and opening days
remained open throughout the pandemic, on the grounds
Clapham, Austwick and Eldroth churches continue to open
that during a crisis people should turn to religion, not be
during the day on Sundays and Wednesdays for individual
excluded from it. Some congregations took their worship
prayer, but at the time of writing (16 January) the current
outdoors, much to the ire of local authorities. Giving went
lockdown means that no church services are taking place.
down. Tensions rose between traditionalists (insisting on the
church’s right to be considered exceptional to the lockdown For up to up to date information
rules) and innovators (accepting the restrictions and finding please sign up to our weekly email by clicking:
new ways to communicate the gospel, e.g. by telephone). bit.ly/Churches-Email-Signup (or contact me),
Attendances dropped in a society whose faith had already watch the church noticeboards or check the church websites:
been shattered by the most brutalising world war. Does all bit.ly/ClaphamStJames bit.ly/keasden-church
bit.ly/austwick-church bit.ly/eldroth-church
this sound familiar?
With love and prayers to you and yours,
This time around, some commentators have criticised
Revd John Davies
Archbishop Justin Welby for his perceived weak leadership
The Vicarage, Clapham Road, Austwick, LA2 8BE
during this Coronavirus outbreak. A.N. Wilson in The Times
01524 805928,
recently lambasted Welby for lacking any ‘display of loyalty
john.davies@leeds.anglican.org
to what the church historically stands for’, and instead
Notes from a small vicar: bit.ly/johndavies-talks
speaking out ‘wokely’ on social issues and introducing
Weekly podcast: anchor.fm/john-davies-talks
funding to support innovative forms of ministry such as
sports chaplaincy. Quoting T.S. Eliot, “The Archbishop
shall be our head, dispelling dismay and doubt,” Wilson Methodist Church, The Green, Newby
lamented Welby’s lack of such persona, and quoted No services are taking place, and we continue to be guided
sociologist Stephen Bullivant as saying that decline in by Settle Methodist Circuit policy.
The Revd Stephen Caddy can be contacted by phone:
church attendance, well entrenched before the pandemic,
015242 61257 or by email: Stephen.f.caddy@gmail.com
is probably now irreversible.
It is true that we could have heard more from Archbishop
Welby to address the genuine concerns of those for whom Bethel Chapel, Cross Haw Lane, Clapham
closing churches is unconscionable, even in a pandemic. No services are taking place. We are still supporting the
Instead, Archbishop Welby’s focus has been on encouraging Foodbank. For further updates, please visit us on Facebook
us to find other ways to pray, in our homes, e.g. by using the or our Bethel Chapel website:
Church of England daily telephone prayer line (which I know www.bethelchapelclapham.org
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Blue Genes

February sees us in the depths of winter. Christmas, apart
from the crisis that is the present-buying bit, is a distant
but pleasant memory and that other annual crisis, which is
tiny in comparison, known as lambing time is beginning to
appear on the horizon.
It appears to me that this year (so far) we have had a
taste of winter with hard frosts and some snow. We like that
sort of weather, it always seems healthy for the cattle inside
and the sheep outside, not to mention the peasant farmer
tending to their needs.
It also means a little touch of slurry or muck can be spread
as it is dry enough to travel on the land with machinery. This
eases pressure on the store and the slurry can get into the
ground before the carnage
of lambing time.
Lying snow means
that hay consumption
goes through the roof,
which is good as lots
of hay helps the sheep
maintain body condition
through the winter. Sheep
eagerly anticipate the daily
delivery of hay and circle
the quad bike and trailer
like Indians in a western.
I have this theory
that sheep can tell the
difference between engine
noises and the vehicle that
brings their food. Let me
explain. Years ago, when
more sheep were wintered
on mount Ingleborough,
flocks of sheep would
stick to their own heath
and various local farms
would be up with hay, feed
blocks and even treacle at
different times of the day.
Apart from the
occasional sheep, the flocks were happy to wait for their
own particular peasant and the first thing that alerted them
to him (it was usually a him in olden times) being on his
way was the “noise” he was driving, quad bike, tractor or
Land Rover. Once they realised it was their peasant the
excitement started, despite the fact a tractor belonging to
another peasant was already feeding sheep on a hillside well
within view. It is just a theory…
We have the very occasional litter of pups which are
not always planned. I kept one of these pups to train as a
sheepdog and he is now about two years old. He is called
Blue because when he went to the vets for his puppy
vaccinations he needed a name and luckily was wearing a
blue collar.
Blue has no interest in work of any kind, similar to

Kim Kardashian, but this is more unusual for a collie than
a celebrity. Even when the other dogs are busy working,
he is busy marking his territory and flirting with girl dogs.
He enjoys every other aspect of farm life such as quad bike
riding, drystone walling and listening to cricket. He relaxes
watching me wall and I am sure one day he started snoring.
You may have gathered he is a very, very relaxed dog.
Blue did once sire us a few puppies, 18 in fact. So many
I nearly changed his name to Boris. In farming terms he is
“spittle”, but we`ve put a stop to that with a trip to the vets
and another hefty donation to their holiday fund.
Once on holiday I watched a chap castrating young
camels just with two bricks, one in each hand. “Doesn’t
that hurt?” I enquired. In
perfect English he replied
“Only if you get your
thumbs in t`way”
We have a cat that
visits us a few times a
week, I don’t know where
from but it turns up and
lives partly in our straw
shed. Blue and I were
feeding calves on the edge
of dark one day when this
cat appeared out of a shed.
It was the first time Blue
had seen it, and it was
like someone had lit the
blue touch paper. He shot
off like an Exocet missile
after that cat, round the
corner, up the field and
out of sight. He came
back twenty minutes later
looking very smug - and
we see less of the cat.
My Grandad was once
at a farm sale in the 1950s
and at the end of the sale
Blue in typical relaxed pose
the farmer put his dog in
the ring which didn’t get a bid. The auctioneer was looking
for help “Can you tell us owt about this dog?” he implored
of the farmer. “Well, it isn’t right good wi’ sheep” was the
reply “and it isn’t right good wi’ cows” he went on “but it is
a bugger wi’ cats.” He still didn’t get a bid. It would appear
to me that I too have a dog that is not right good at anything
but “it is a bugger wi’ cats”.
The coronavirus pandemic continues to rage and the
nation is well into lockdown three. We hope that the vaccine
rollout gathers pace and goes well. As livestock farmers we
have much experience in administering vaccines. The needle
could be changed now and again, dodgy feet could be pared
and the occasional pregnancy diagnosis could be carried out
if necessary or appropriate.
John Dawson
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Climate Emergency Motion Accepted Unanimously

At the parish council meeting on 8th December,
members of the Clapham Sustainability Group submitted
a motion to the council asking them to acknowledge a
Climate Emergency. The motion was proposed by Councillor
Paul Bratt, seconded by Councillor John Dawson and was
accepted unanimously.
The council resolved to try to reduce carbon emissions
across its own activities and, at the same time, to increase
biodiversity throughout the whole parish. It also undertook
to support and promote community initiatives, seeking
similarly to help parishioners cut carbon and improve the
health and variety of plant and animal life in Clapham,
Keasden and Newby.
We are grateful for the action taken by the parish council,
which is one of the smallest in the country, and we hope their
actions will encourage other parish councils to do the same.
The heady aspirations of the motion now need to be
converted into practical activity. Therefore the Sustainability
Group would like to invite all members of the community to
share their own experiences and ideas about how to create
a lower carbon, more biodiverse parish.
We know we cannot switch to low carbon living on our
own, without changes in law, taxation and new technologies.
However, we can begin to look for carbon efficiency
improvements in the way we all do things and we can look
at a range of ideas to see what other rural parish councils
have done.

We are keen to hear comments and ideas from the whole
community so we will be holding a Zoom meeting, open to
everyone, on Thursday 25th February at 7.30 pm. to discuss
these issues. Please join us if you can.
The link is: http://bit.ly/sustainability-zoom
The password is:123
and the meeting ID, if you need it, is: 6255547892
It might be easier to send us an email at
claphamsustainabilitygroup@gmail.com and we will be
able to reply with an invitation and a Zoom link to click.
We have also invited Jos Holmes to attend. Jos is the
Local Authority Climate Action Coordinator for York and
North Yorkshire and supports local authorities (including
town and parish Councils) to develop and implement
Climate Action Plans.
If you cannot attend the Zoom meeting we would
still like to hear from you. Please just write down your
suggestions or questions and leave them in the large plastic
box for newsletters etc outside Clapham Village Store or
email us at claphamsustainabiltygroup@gmail.com.
You can find an extended article about the Climate
Emergency motion together with some background
information on the Clapham Newsletter webpage.
Clapham Sustainability Group

Parish Council news

steering group has been
organised to deal with the
climate emergency issue following the Council's resolution
at its last meeting and this will seek to involve the wider
community in identifying suitable initiatives and furtherance
of the same.
Various planning matters were considered. The Council
supported an application for stabilisation and remedial works
to a listed building: the storage shed at the Sawmill site in
Clapham, it being confirmed that the building will be re-built
on its current site and in its current form. The Council also
supported applications for a barn conversion at Hammon
Head Hall, Mewith and an extension to form a single storey
sun room at Green Close Farm. It was noted that applications
to construct a shed and associated decking area at Stonecroft,
Keasden and for alternative permission to that already
granted for three dwellings on Station Road, Clapham had
been granted by the relevant planning authorities.
The Council had been made aware of an appeal against a
previous refusal of planning permission for the installation of
holiday lodges at the former goods yard adjacent to Clapham
Station. A document setting out proposed objections to
Continued from page 7

be forwarded to the Planning Inspectorate had been put
before the Council by Councillor Sheridan and this was
approved. The Council's objections include a contention
that the cumulative effect of the further lodges would
disproportionately move the balance of occupancy in the
area in favour of second or holiday homes and would not
respect the character of the area, that the scale design and
materials of the proposed development would be visually
intrusive and would adversely affect the visual amenity of the
area and surrounding countryside and would introduce light
emissions that would adversely impact on the intrinsically
dark landscape in the area. Further, the Council contends
on the basis of information gathered in its Neighbourhood
Planning Initiative that the development would offer no
improvement to the local rural economy.
In other business, it was noted that its notice board in
Clapham had been moved to the side of the shop from its
former position; Councillor Price informed the Council of
possible further funds from the Forest of Bowland Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the clerk was asked to
consult NYCC as to the possibility of restoring a bridge over
the River Wenning near to Crina Bottom and with regard to
funding for the same.

For more information about the work of the parish council please visit the parish council information on the website
www.claphamyorkshire.co.uk. The next meetings will be on Tuesday 23rd February & 23 March at 7.30pm. These
will again be online. The Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer Nigel Harrison can be contacted by email:
njhar1957@gmail.com or telephone 015242 51165.
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B&W Funerals Ltd

S mar gna

James G Macdonald
Private Chapel of Rest
24 Hour Service

Aerial & Satellite Installation & Repair
Wi-Fi & Home Network
CCTV Installation

Ingleton, Burton, Bentham, Austwick, Clapham,
Settle,Wray, Hornby, Caton, Kirkby Lonsdale
& all the surrounding areas
We offer our own Funeral Plans on request

6 Chapel Lane, Ingleton, Carnforth LA6 3FX
jmfunerals@gmail.com

Ben Fawcett
M: 07950 028 622 T: 015242 62017
E: smartsignal@outlook.com
W: www.smartsignal.co.uk

Tel: Office 015242 41293
Home: 015242 61370 Mobile: 07758 002260

We provide a range of
Local Services & Activities

Complying with the Government Covid-19 regulations
we are offering :
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

A confidential Information & Advice Service
Digital help with Mobiles, I-pads & Laptops
A Telephone Befriending Service
Independence Support
Signposting to Hubs & Local services
A Volunteer Transport Scheme for Hospital and
Doctor appointments
Two shops, our Age UK General Shop and Second
Time Around, our Furniture shop.
We can help and advise on many things and are
only a call away …
Opening times are :
Mon - Sat 10am - 4pm and Sun 12noon - 4pm
Office times Monday - Friday 9am - 1pm
Office Hours Mon-Fri 9am - 1pm
(A message can be left at other times)

Age UK North Craven

Second Time Around

Cheapside
8 High Street
Settle
Settle
E: info@ageuknorthcraven.org
E: info2@ageuknorthcraven.org
T: 01729 823066
T: 01729 824009
Web: ageuk.org.uk/northcraven
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John Lovett

Donate local

John Lovett was Community First Yorkshire are launching #DonateLocal; a
born on 7th May campaign across North Yorkshire building on the popular
1929 in Austwick ‘support’ and ‘buy’ local movements for economic recovery,
and lived there and directing the idea of supporting local to benefit charities and
in Clapham all his community groups.
life. He was a man
Going into 2021and beyond, they are encouraging
of wide interests, people to donate to a local charity, be it through money,
motor-rallying, time or skills to give what they can, to help them keep going
caving, climbing, for the benefit of the people who need them.
m o t o r- c y c l i n g ,
Leah Swain, their Chief Executive says “2020 has been
travel. He also a hard year for many, full of challenges, fears and changes.
had a fascination However, amongst this, community spirit has flourished,
f o r b u i l d i n g with people pulling together to help others and stay socially
houses, making connected. Charities and community groups have so often
a n d m e n d i n g , been at the heart of this, delivering key services and much
and cutting down trees! He had strong opinions and needed help, all while facing their own barriers to survival.
loved discussion, wanting to pass on his knowledge and In our resilience survey conducted in September 2020, 3 in
10 charities said they would struggle to continue after March
enthusiasms.
John loved the outdoors, especially the Yorkshire Dales 2021 due to financial hardships caused by the pandemic.
and the Lake District. He joined the Yorkshire Ramblers’ Now is our chance to give back to them”.
There are many ways to help. You may choose to donate
Club in 1950 at the age of 21. It was always an important
part of his life and gave him many life-long friendships your skills to become a trustee and help a charity thrive
and shared experiences. His 90th birthday party was held in these tough times. No matter how small, any donation
at Lowstern Hut, the building owned by the Yorkshire makes a big difference. By keeping it local you are helping
Ramblers, with the extended family and many friends of your own community and you will be able to see the direct
long standing. There is a bench outside the hut made by impact of your actions.
To find out how you can #DonateLocal visit
John from wood from trees that were felled to clear the
www.communityfirstyorkshire.org.uk/projects/donatelocal
ground for the Hut.
Claire Hetherington
John was brought up in Austwick and when he was at a
Marketing and Communications Officer
young age he sometimes used to accompany his grandfather,
Dr Lovett, on some of his home visits to Clapham. Some
of these visits were to young
Tomchild
Guy when
ill.you
On looking for Nursery provision locally?
Is your
aged he
3+?was
Are
these occasions Bentham
John would
have
met
Tom’s
older
sister
CP School has a Nursery class for children aged 3+, led by a qualified teacher
Betty who was some years15
later
to become
hisFunding
wife. They
hour
Universal
available (9.00am-12.00noon every day)
Keasden rainfall report
were married in St. James’ Church, Clapham, on 26th
30 hour funded places available (9.00am—3.00pm every day, option to extend to 3.30pm)
February 1955. The wedding had to be fairly early in the
Transition to a Reception class in any school will be accommodated, including
to Bentham 2020
CP School.
2019
morning because they then caught the 12.36 p.m. train from
Come
and
visit
us
in
action
015242
61412
Clapham Station to London. The marriage lasted for 65
Headteacher:
Claire Pearson
November
91/4" or 23.49cm
91/4" or 23.49cm
years and they had seven children: Andrew, Martin,
Diana, Mrs
Judy, Simon, Jill and Moira.
13” or 33.02cm
111/4” or 28.575cm
John died on 27th October 2020, but sadly, because of December
the coronavirus pandemic, the funeral had to be private.
963/4” or 246cm
1061/5” or 271cm
Brenda Pearce Full year
(from notes kindly provided by Andrew Lovett)

Is your child aged 3+? Are you looking for Nursery provision locally?
Bentham CP School has a Nursery class for children aged 3+, led by a qualified teacher
15 hour Universal Funding available (9.00am-12.00noon every day)
30 hour funded places available (9.00am—3.00pm every day, option to extend to 3.30pm)
Transition to a Reception class in any school will be accommodated, including to Bentham CP School.
Come and visit us in action 015242 61412
Headteacher: Mrs Claire Pearson
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KEVIN CHADWICK
Welding and Garage Services

Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Se�le

WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!
THE ONE-STOP SHOP

Complete and par�al rewires, electrical check on exis�ng installa�ons.
Small appliance tes�ng.
Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for chest freezers, larder
fridges, washing machines, tumble dryers, dishwashers, cookers,
microwaves and vacuum cleaners.

All makes of vehicles serviced and repaired

Our ligh�ng showroom will give you all the latest ideas, we oﬀer a free
design service with installa�on if required.

Clutches and cambelts
4 Wheel alignment
Chassis welding and repairs
Small body-work repairs

Tyres and exhausts

BRIGHTEN UP YOUR HOME

Telephone: 01729 823423 Email: harrisonandcross@gmail.com

SETTLE COUNTRY STORE

Pre MOT checks
Waxoil underbody protection
Recovery service

11 Sowarth Field Ind. Estate, Se�le, BD24 9AF
Agricultural Supplies
Animal Feed
Animal Health
Equestrian
Country Clothing
Fencing & Gate supplies
01729 815070
David: 07538 289866 or Rosie: 07398 117269
Email: se�lecountrystore@outlook.com

Unit 1, Dalesview, Old Road, Clapham, LA2 8JH

For enquiries ring Kevin
015242 51639 or 07779 081388

Healthy Pet Club
PUPPY & KIT TEN PLANS

Takeaway Evenings
Pizzas
Special’s
Wine & Craft Ales

THURSDAY & FRIDAY
5PM – 7PM
To see the current specials, check out our
facebook page; LakeHouseFoodandDrink,
or simply call us and order on

01524 805665

01729 823538
Station Road, Settle, BD24 9AA
Main Street, High Bentham, LA2 7LE

CHURCH AVENUE, CLAPHAM, LA2 8EQ

www.daleheadvetgroup.co.uk
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Settle Photographic Group

We continue to have meetings despite the pandemic. We
are staying with online meetings as this is the only practical
way to proceed.
If you would like to join us, contact our secretary
(secretary@settlephotos.org). There is a membership fee
of £12 which covers from January to August inclusive.
Here’s the programme for February and March. Do come
and join us for a session to see what you think.
Mon 1 Feb 2021 19:30 online
A bit of science and a bit of art in making images of
water - a talk by Keith Beven, one of the world’s leading
hydrologists, who combines his research and artistic skills
to produce outstanding and thought-provoking images.
Mon 15 Feb 2021 19:30 online
Member's AV Projects. Several members will show their
audio-visual projects. We will also review "2020 - A Year
to Remember" and "The Long and Short of it" galleries.
Mon 1 Mar 2021 19:30 online
3rd Annual Print and Digital Competition. Colin
Williams has kindly agreed to judge our images. More details
to follow.
Mon 15 March 2021 19:30 online
Desert Island Photos. In addition to Desert Island Photos
and a member's project, we will review the "Black and
White" and "My Month - February" galleries.
Have a look at our website: www.settlephotos.org to
find out more and see some of the monthly gallery images.
Gill Pinkerton

New Takeaway Service

Hello there, from Lakehouse Food & Drink.
After a few false starts we are currently able to offer
Takeaway Food and Craft Ales on Thursday and Friday
evenings, with a great response from you lovely locals.
Our made to order pizzas are
popular, but we also have changing
weekly specials, from curries, to hash,
casseroles, chilli and pasta dishes.
We aim to keep things varied, whilst
keeping within environmental and
economical boundaries. We are veggie
friendly too.
Our takeaway containers are as ecofriendly as possible but we do encourage you to bring your
own for us to fill.
Our menu is on our Facebook page, or you can just give
us a call on 01524 805665 for info and ordering.
We have a great
variety of the finest
craft beers available
in cans and bottles,
from Pale Ales, IPA’s
and Craft Lagers to
amazing stouts and
porters which are not available in any supermarket. We
also have wines and prosecco available.
Thank you so much for reading and to Clapham and
District Newsletter and you for your support.
We look forward to seeing you soon! Stay Safe.
Nadine & Damian Lake

Then and now

Photo courtesy: John Dawson

Photo: Andy Scott

With thanks to John Dawson for providing the earlier
photograph and much of the accompanying information,
this issue we’re featuring Newby Chapel. The building was
opened in 1873 as Newby Wesleyan Chapel and our “Then”
photo was taken soon after: which means it is perhaps the
oldest such picture that we have featured. The gentleman at
the gate is William Coates who was a staunch member of his
congregation and tramped miles to raise the subscriptions for

the building work. Incidentally, he was also the last tenant
to farm at Know Gap (up above Flatts farm) and is buried in
St James churchyard. Whilst the two pictures look similar at
first glance - despite being taken almost 150 years apart - a
second look reveals an extra window in the “Now” image.
This additional bay was built around 1893 when the building
was extended to accommodate a Sunday School.
Andy Scott
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• Tearoom

serving lovely homemade food

• Garden Centre
• Reclamation Centre
• Luxury Craft Courses

Wigglesworth, BD23 4SN
01729 840848

www.BeAGardenMaker.co.uk

Find us on the Settle to Sawley Road

Ruthie Woodhouse
Floral Designer
&
Bridal Flower Specialist

We offer local, independent advice

For a personal, professional
and bespoke service for
all your floristry needs…
please give me a call.

Try our NEW products
•Burner Firestarter Firelighters •Hotblocks
•Coffee Logs •Evening Lighters

Mobile : 07814 838369
Home : 015242 51157
Email: ruthiewoodhouse@outlook.com

•Mushroom Compost •Top Soil
•Bark •Kiln Dried Logs
•Firelighters •Smokeless Fuel •Pellets
•House Coal •Kindling •Firelighters
•Wood Pellets •Briquettes
Free local delivery (min order required)
Visit us at: Logs Direct Ltd, Brooklands Farm,
Addington Road, Lancaster LA2 6PG
Tel: 01524 812476 Email: enquiries@logsdirect.co.uk

clapham-news.net

www.logsdirect.co.uk

for up to the minute news and articles,
plus more from our advertisers and sponsors
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Steam update

There’s usually very little happening on the steam-front Ravenglass and Eskdale Railway. This narrow-gauge line
at this time of the year and Covid has caused most charter – affectionately called “l’ol ratty” – follows the line of the
operators to put what few plans they had for early 2021 on former mineral railway up to the little village of Boot where
it originally served the iron mines in the hillsides above
hold.
So, with that in mind, for this issue I thought I’d provide the village. The 7-mile long trip up Eskdale is in stunning
a quick summary of the various heritage railway lines in scenery throughout and makes for a day out in its own right.
the area in the hope that they will become accessible when It can also be accessed by Network Rail since its terminus is
adjacent to Ravenglass mainline station which, incidentally,
restrictions start to be lifted.
has a fine bar!
We are very
Next, I’d
lucky in this
like to mention
respect as we
the North York
have a number
Moors Railway.
of
standard
A l t h o u g h
gauge heritage
considerably
lines within easy
further from
driving distance
Clapham than
and even a
the heritage lines
narrow-gauge
mentioned above,
steam line that we
the NYMR is
can visit.
one of Britain’s
Perhaps our
longest heritage
nearest heritage
steam
lines
line is the Embsay
at 18 miles in
at Bolton Abbey
length between
Railway near
its termini at
Skipton. This
LMS Stanier Class 5 4-6-0 No 45231 “Sherwood Forester” stands at Bury Bolton Street station on the East Lancashire
Railway. This engine is one of those used at Fort William for the summer steam services on the West Highland line and Pickering
and
railway operates a
sometimes seen passing through Clapham.
Grosmont. Further,
number of smaller,
mainly ex-industrial, steam locomotives as well as some some services are now permitted to continue over the
heritage diesels. They also have a unique electric autocar Network Rail line onwards from Grosmont into Whitby
which dates back to 1903 – the forerunner of the DMU’s adding a further 6½ miles to the trip. The line features a
(diesel multiple units) that still serve Clapham to this day. fierce incline where engines have to work very hard indeed
A little further afield, with one terminus at Keighley, to return up to Pickering.
To complete the roundup, just over the hills to our north
is the Worth Valley Railway. At just over 5 miles long, it’s
a bigger outfit than that at Embsay, it has a wider range of is the Wensleydale Railway, the newest kid on the block of
rolling stock, and generally operates with larger engines. It the heritage lines featured here and still at an early stage
is also the base for several other organisations involved in of its development. At present, it has no operational steam
heritage railway operations. Although perhaps best known locomotives but services are provided using heritage diesels.
for its role in the film The Railway Children, it was also At 22 miles in length already, and with plans to extend right
the country’s first preserved line, re-opening as a private up the dale to Hawes or beyond, this line could well overtake
that of the North York Moors in the fullness of time.
railway in 1968.
That completes my roundup but, as a footnote, I’d add
To our south, over towards Manchester, can be found the
East Lancashire Railway. It is just over 12 miles long now, that the calendar still shows a proposed steam excursion
having been twice extended since it was first reopened. It through Clapham on Saturday 27th March.
Let’s hope Covid restrictions are sufficiently eased by
now operates from Rawtenstall at its northern end down to
Heywood at its southern end and hopes, ultimately, to reach then for this to take place.
Andy Scott
Castleton with an interchange onto Network Rail.
To our west, operating from Haverthwaite on the A590
towards Barrow-in-Furness, can be found the Lakeside and
If you need help with using Zoom or Teams
Haverthwaite Railway. At 3½ miles long it is relatively short
but its northern station allows connections to ferry services
If you need an extra laptop or tablet
(some of which are themselves steam powered) on Lake
Windermere thus allowing an excursion to be taken up
Contact the Clapham Covid Support
to Bowness or Ambleside. The line operates mainly tank
Helpline during office hours: 015242 805969
engines, including two large LMS 2 6 4T Class 4MTs.
Further yet into the Lake District can be found the
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Clapham Village Store

... the heart of our village

During the current lockdown
the shop will close
at 4.30pm on weekdays.
This will be reviewed
on a regular basis.

Main Street, Clapham, LA2 8DP
Tel. (015242) 51524
info@claphamvillagestore.co.uk
www.claphamvillagestore.co.uk

Opening Hours

please refer to our website for any further changes

Mon to Fri: 8.30am – 4.30pm
Sat & Sun: 8.30am – 1.30pm

SETTLE COMMUNITY LIBRARY
HOME LIBRARY SERVICE
We cover all aspects of:
• Groundwork
• Fencing
• Forestry
• Mole ploughing
• Agricultural
• 10-ton winch
contracting
tractor

Can’t come to the library?

We also hire out machines such as:
• Diggers
• Rollers
• Dumpers

We’ll come to you.
We are still delivering during the Covid-19 outbreak.

Contact us for a free, no obligation quote!
Michael Johnson: 07815500442
Michael@jandnservices.co.uk

We look forward to hearing from you.
Kath Cochrane: kjcochrane70@gmail.com
01729 825683

Amy@jandnservices.co.uk
www.jandnservices.co.uk
Like us on
Facebook at: J and N Services
Instagram: @jandn_services

Margaret Gray: ianandmargaretgray@hotmail.com
01729 822465
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Trees and woodland

Trees are a hot topic at the current time and, over the coming
years, with changes in agricultural policy and a focus on
Climate Emergency, we are likely to see a growth in tree
planting and the creation of new woodlands.
The planning and management of woodland requires
expert knowledge, and we are fortunate to have the Yorkshire
Dales Millennium Trust (YDMT) in Clapham with their
wealth of experience and inspiration. It was exciting
to hear the news that they have recently won funding
from the “Green Recovery Challenge Fund” to provide
continued support for their “Together for Trees” project.
As part of this ongoing project, they will be working with
Settle Action on Climate Emergency (ACE) in Settle and
surrounding areas (potentially extending to our Parish)
and will be seeking community involvement. For further
information, please see the YDMT website (ydmt.org)
or contact the Clapham Sustainability Group by email:
(claphamsustainabilitygroup@gmail.com).
In further tree news, the Ingleborough Estate has
recently completed its ten-year woodland management plan,
undertaken by specialist consultants, in collaboration with
the Yorkshire Dales National Park (YDNP) and the Forestry
Commission. With the depressing reality of ‘ash dieback’
only too evident, the initial focus will be on public health
and safety with diseased roadside trees being felled along
with trees close to public rights of way. Work on this has
already started. There will be some management of current
woodland through thinning and ultimately, of course, we
can look forward to replanting and new planting.
Maria Farrer

An update from Keasden's New Burial Ground
During January, the wallers have been busy working on
the New Burial Ground boundaries and the stone gateposts
donated to the project were put in place thanks to the efforts
of Mr. Robert Close and a team of volunteers from the church.

Gateposts donated to the project are manoeuvered into place
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The drystone wallers working on the boundaries

Lockdown (again!) wordsearch

This issue’s wordsearch is on the theme of “Counties”. There are 50 to find and they are a mix of the traditional and more
recently created counties from across the UK (England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland). Some are still here today
but others have been superseded: some appeared in the 70’s only to disappear again!
All answers are five or more letters long, and can be found in any direction: up, down, left, right or diagonally. No prizes,
just the kudos of sending in the most complete solution the soonest.
Answers and winner in the next issue!

Christmas wordsearch answers
Here’s the list of words that could be found in last issue’s wordsearch:
ADVENTCALENDAR, ANGELS, BAUBLES, BETHLEHEM, CANDLES, CAROLS,CHRISTMASCARDS,
CHRISTMASTREE, DECORATIONS, DONKEY, DUNDEECAKE, FAIRYLIGHTS, FESTIVITIES, FRANKINCENSE,
GARLANDS, GINGERBREAD, GLUHWEIN, GUIDINGSTAR, HOLLY, MANGER, MARYANDJOSEPH, MERLOT,
MINCEPIES, MISTLETOE, MULLEDWINE, MYRRH, NATIVITY, NUTROAST, PANTOMIME, PIGSINBLANKETS,
PINOTGRIGIO, POINSETTIA, PRESENTS, PUDDING, REINDEER, RIOJA, ROASTTURKEY, SANTA, SHEPHERDS,
SHERRY, SLEIGH, SNOWMAN, SPROUTS, STABLE, STILTON, STOCKING, STOLLEN, THREEWISEMEN,
TINSEL, TRIFLE
Kudos for the most complete (and fastest!) entry this time goes to Ann Stewart.
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Jean and John Richards remembered

who needed to get better
organised and focussed
during his Yorkshire trips – and understand more about
the life the soldiers were coping with. This became John’s
mission. Developing a close relationship for the 18 months
or so they worked together, the benefits may have helped
Laing develop the controversial treatments he became
famous for and his success with schizophrenia and seriously
ill patients.”
After Jean and John first married in 1956, they lived
with John’s parents but then moved out to Newby. They left
the area for the Lake District when John became regional
manager for the Youth Hostel Association but returned and
settled in Newby in the 1980s.
Their niece Judy Lovett recalls how John and Jean used
to take her and her elder brother and sister, Martin and Diana,
on caravan and camping holidays in the Lakes. “We would
climb mountains and Jean always provided great picnics and
made excellent meals back at base. When I lived with them
at Newby in the early 1970's there were dinner parties. Jean
was an excellent cook and quite adventurous. I remember
jugged hare, duck a l'orange and salmon cooked in a fish
kettle.”
Back in Newby Jean became a dinner lady at Newby
School. John Dawson recalls “I remember being at the
school in Newby and Jean took us down to play football
on The Green at dinner times. Typical boys we refused to
return to school at the appointed time. Jean pointed out that
she would phone my Dad to discuss the matter and after that
she had no more trouble from us lads! Meanwhile John was
busy repairing local footpaths, including Laithbutts Lane
and, as soon as he mentioned it to Dad, a tractor and man
would be dispatched immediately to help.”
Margaret Blackburn relates that John was a much-valued
member of Clapham Art Group. “He had a lively sense of
humour and an individual style of painting. He was very
imaginative and sometimes quirky, particularly in his large
oil paintings. He had a love of the outdoors, particularly
mountains, both climbing and painting them especially on
his many trips to The Lake District and Scotland.
He took over the hanging of the Annual Exhibitions
from Bert Cross and went on to help for many years in the
Village Hall. He had a very successful exhibition with Tom
Guy there in 1998.
After he retired from the Art Group John began to
illustrate articles for The Wine Society Magazine, having
sent in a cartoon illustrating an article written by the Editor.
She liked it so much that she invited him to do illustrative
cartoons for further pieces! He really enjoyed it and
especially as he was paid in good red wine!!”
Jean broke her hip last autumn and neighbour Liz Walton
called in to see her when she came home from hospital,
“She and John were both on good form. We thought of
Jean as quite shy but she was always happy to have visitors.
She told me that even though she didn't tend to talk much,
she really enjoyed seeing people. That was part of her charm
Continued from page 3

– though she disliked any kind of fuss or big social occasion,
she always seemed delighted to see you at home or on the
lane through Newby, where, regardless of the weather, we
would encounter John and Jean almost every day. She was a
great favourite of our dog, Skye, though my heart was often
in my mouth as I feared Skye's unbridled enthusiasm for
Jean might end up bowling her over - but it never seemed
to worry Jean in the slightest and she was just as courteous
to Skye as she was to everybody else.”
The last words must go to John himself and are taken
from some handwritten notes he left with John Dawson:
“For all his life John lifted up his eyes unto the hills. Here
in the Yorkshire Dales, the Lake District and the Highlands
and Islands of Scotland. The hills were his inspiration both
physically and spiritually.
On many of his walks he was accompanied by Jean and
their dogs and later, when on holiday, with their nephew and
nieces. From all his expeditions and adventures he returned
time after time to Ingleborough which he explored from top
to bottom in all weathers.
He was a long-time member of the Clapham Art Group,
painting the hills in all their different moods, prompting one
visitor to the exhibition to ask if he never went out in the
fine weather.
In his forties he discovered orienteering, and through it,
running. He competed every year, winning his last trophy
aged eighty. He loved to set himself little challenges such
as how quickly he could dash down Ingleborough from the
summit to Cod Bank and celebrated his fiftieth birthday by
doing the Three Peaks in under 5 hours.
A major operation in 2014 put an end to his adventures
on Ingleborough, but he was still able to walk around the
Green and potter up Hen Busk Lane to the seat at Newby
Cote. He also managed occasional off road forays through
Laithbutts Lane. These hills were tiny compared to the
mountains of his youth but he enjoyed them just as much.
John felt he was so lucky to live in Newby, surrounded
by good neighbours and friends who provided many acts of
kindness as well as help when needed.”
Some of the many friends of John and Jean
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Break and fix - B4RN at its best

On the morning of Boxing Day 2020, a Saturday and quite
out of the blue, B4RN staff were alerted via text from
their monitoring systems that the Clapham and LEWFA
(Lawkland, Eldroth, Wharf, Feizor & Austwick) networks
had all gone offline. Immediately the engineers swung into

to it. In the meantime, the techies were able to re-route the
connections to those customers on the LEWFA circuit and
their service came back live more or less straight away.
The engineers traced the fault, decided what was needed
and got to work. It was a break in the field between Growing
with Grace and the A65 and, though it’s not totally certain,
was most probably down to rodent damage. The civil
engineering team dug out the ground for a new chamber
and pulled back enough spare fibre to do a repair. The fusing
team got to work and within an hour the first routes began to
come back live. As it got dark so early, and the majority of
customers were back on, it was decided for safety reasons
to complete the job the next day.
So, on the Sunday morning, the fusers returned to
complete the final repairs and the last remaining customers,
mostly around the Station area, had their services restored.
The team arrive on site and get set up on Sunday morning to finish the job Tea was delivered by the champion to fuel the engineers,
who were very grateful. The helpdesk was then swamped
action and two crack teams set off to investigate. No sooner again by thank you calls and emails.
had they done so than the Helpdesk phones started ringing
as customers realised they had no connections and began to
call in to report the fault. Two staff were on duty at the time
but, given the scale of the outage and the number of users
affected, more soon joined in. Even so, some customers
could only get through to the answerphone and these, too,
were rung back and everyone reassured.
The local Keasden champion - Ann Sheridan - jumped
into her car to drive the line between Keasden and Clapham
which was where the monitoring system had identified that
the break was roughly
located. She checked all
Boxing Day 2020
the beck crossings and
Networks worldwide get broken, it is the nature of
looked to see if anyone
was digging near the things, but I think it is fair to say that this was another
duct route. This is one record-breaking success by B4RN and its community and
of the strengths of B4RN proves that what we have is the best in the world. Let us
- because this is ‘our’ hope 2020 and all its trials and tribulations don’t manage
network, we can look after to spoil the tremendous spirit and community we’ve built.
it. Ann knew every inch of Thanks to all.
Mark Gray,
the route, but she couldn’t
B4RN PR
find any disturbance and
this was reported back.
When the engineers (Having managed some large-scale networks throughout my
got to Clapham they could career, I’d like to add that a swift repair over a weekend - and
use equipment to measure the Bank Holiday one between Christmas and New Year at
exactly where the break that - and in the middle of a pandemic as well - is a pretty
Sam starting to mend the fibre was, and follow the route impressive achievement! - Ed: Andy).

Christmas greenery

Thank you for the greetings

We would like to thank neighbours and visitors for taking The Newsletter team would like to thank all our readers who
away our holly and bay prunings from Riverside during the contributed their seasonal greetings to the December edition.
run up to the festival, and for generously leaving donations in
Over £300 was raised and your financial support is much
the honesty bottle. We have sent over £20 to Christian Aid. appreciated.
Chris and Jess Hart
The Newsletter team
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