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Kitchens matter
By February, Christmas is a pleasant memory, as are the 
Toblerones which are also long gone. This year we added 
to our entertainment by contracting a dose of coronavirus 
and, as if that wasn’t enough, the dishwasher packed up. 
Luckily the Covid symptoms were mild and a few double 
strength Lemsips meant the work went on as it needs to on 
the family farm.  I don’t think any of our 
animals noticed we were in the middle 
of a raging Bleak Bank pandemic. 

The dishwasher thing was far 
more serious, fatal, in fact. After many 
Christmases of loyal service and 
much repair the dishwasher has been 
euthanised (I could have done that) 
by the chap who came to repair it. 
Apparently, having no dishwasher can 
create a bit of tension in the kitchen but 
disappearing to milk the cows and sing 
to them their favourite carols is a great 
reliever of tension, unless you are the 
cows being sung to.

The kitchen on many farms is often 
the hub of the whole operation and 
ours is no different. The kitchen table, 
in particular, is the nerve centre. It is 
here, for instance, that farm meetings are held almost on a 
daily basis, and they usually involve that great agricultural 
pastime known as eating. 

As I tuck into my breakfast of Yockenthwaite muesli, 
with a few grapes and half a banana mixed in along with a 
generous helping of any flavour yogurt, I am reminded of the 
breakfast my dad used to have. This was a great big pudding 
bowl of steaming porridge followed by bread dipped in the 
frying pan which we knew appropriately enough as “fat 
bread”. Accompanying all this was a goodly amount of 
home-grown bacon, all washed down with a mug of tea.

At breakfast we often run through various scenarios 
that may (or may not) occur during the day. In amongst the 
various crises that occur daily we also have a very basic plan 
of events for the week that simply must happen. In January, 
for instance, we have been dosing sheep for liver fluke, but it 
is not healthy to round up the pregnant sheep if the weather is 

particularly bad (known technically as 
a stinker). So that job will be delayed 
until a better day, which means plan 
B, C, D or even E comes into play. All 
this is decided round the table.

The kitchen table now has another 
role which has developed lately and 
I for one never saw it coming. It is 
where we join Zoom meetings or 
webinars which are now a staple of 
farm life. Arla, our dairy cooperative, 
insist we join them for a certain 
number of online events as they 
find it a useful way to “knowledge 
transfer” or something. It does mean 
that mucky wellies can be kicked off 
at the back door and there is no need 
to get changed to attend in person. It 
also means I can eat and drink my way 

through the meeting followed by 40 winks.
We have attended an Arla presentation only recently. 

They have decided that the customer (you) would like the 
opportunity to buy milk from cows that go out to graze in 
summer, which we have been telling them for years. Anyway, 
they were inviting those of us whose cows do “graze out” to 
be involved. It was made clear it would involve yet another 
level of farm assurance with more farm inspections and for 
this we would receive an extra 0.94 pence per litre. Views 
welcome…

The colour printing of this edition is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Settle

(continued on p3)
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Welcome to your newsletter
Welcome to the February edition and belated greetings for 
the New Year. 

This edition is filled with news, articles, notices and 
pictures about Clapham and the surrounding area. Thank 
you to all who have taken time to submit this content, your 
efforts are much appreciated.

If you would like to contribute in any way to the 
April edition, please do get in touch with news, views or 
announcements: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

The Newsletter Committee

Newsletter information
Editions are produced for February, April, June, August, 
October and December. The next edition will be produced 
for April.  Deadline: 20 March.
Articles 
If you want to submit an article it should be c250 words 
and, if possible, accompanied by a high resolution photo (at 
least 300 dpi). Please note we reserve the right to edit copy. 
Contact Andy: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com
Advertising and Sponsorship
Advertising rates start from £10. We are able to print in 
colour thanks to sponsors. We would love to hear from you 
if you, or your business, would like to advertise or sponsor 
colour printing.
Contact Judith: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

Distribution
If the printed edition is usually delivered to your home and 
you haven’t received one by the 5th of the publication month 
- please collect a copy from one of our distribution points: 
Clapham Village Store, the porch at St James' Church 
Clapham, the porch at St Matthew’s Church Keasden, 
Newby Methodist Church. Distribution points will have 
copies available at the beginning of every publication month. 
If you would like to help with distribution where you live 
- please get in touch.
Contact Andy: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com
Website
For ongoing news updates and more see: 
clapham-news.net

April 2022 edition
Deadline date: 20th March

Email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

Clapham Village Store

We have a lovely range of gifts and cards available for:

VVaalleennttiinnee''ss  DDaayy  --  MMoonnddaayy,,  1144tthh  FFeebbrruuaarryy

MMootthheerr''ss  DDaayy  --  SSuunnddaayy,,  2277tthh  MMaarrcchh

Winter Opening Hours
Monday to Friday: 
8.30am – 5.30pm
Saturday & Sunday: 
8.30am – 1.30pm

Main Street
Clapham, LA2 8DP

Tel: 015242 51524
Email: info@claphamvillagestore.co.uk

Web: claphamvillagestore.co.uk
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Computer/IT Self-help Group

The group held its first exploratory meeting in the Village 
Hall on 11 January. It quickly became clear that the initiative 
was well received, and a way forward was established 
whereby we will meet monthly, on the 1st Wednesday of 
each month, in the hall at 7pm. The group will be an informal 
forum, without any concept of membership, so people will be 
able to come to sessions as and when they choose. Its purpose 
will be to help build understanding and skills in “all things 
IT”, as well as to help individuals overcome any problems 
that they are having. Each session will be different and could 
be a mix of: a talk on an IT-related general interest subject, a 
tutored “how to” session for those wishing to develop their 
skills or overcome hurdles, and a “surgery” for addressing 
specific problems with devices which have been brought 
along to the meeting. 

Since it would be of help to have some advance 
knowledge of the things attendees would like to address, 
a group-specific email address will be set up for making 
suggestions, reporting problems and the like. We will also 
provide a facility where people can request a “home visit” 
to look at problems with devices which are non-portable. 

Our next session will be on Wednesday 2 February 
where we will demonstrate some of the less obvious features 
of the Microsoft Word word-processing package as well 
as addressing problems with synchronising music etc. on 
iPhones, iPads and Apple Mac computers. 

We’ve also asked for suggestions for a better name for 
the group so will hope to come up with something somewhat 
catchier than the title of this article! The session is open to 
all, though we will ask for a £3 donation from each attendee 
to cover hall hire and refreshments costs. Come and join us 
if you would like to find out more.

Andy Scott

Swallows Nest
When you’ve moved to the other side of the world in the 
middle of a pandemic, with two children and a senior corgi 
in tow, you do begin to wonder what else you’re capable of. 
After passing by Clapham’s much-loved Brookhouse many 
times over the last year or so, we had many conversations 
that started with “what if…?” And so it was, in September 
we took on the challenge of restoring and updating a piece 
of the village’s history. 

Bringing our daydreams to life on a limited budget in 
a short space of time was our greatest challenge yet! We’re 
very happy to say though, that redecorating is very nearly 
complete, and the end result is something we are very proud 
of. 

We always planned to stay true to the building’s history 
as a guest house, and we offer four fully equipped bedrooms, 
each with its own personality inspired by the Yorkshire Dales 
and our own travels. We have travelled extensively over 
the years and our goal is to offer our guests the kind of 
experience we look for when we go on holiday, making it 
memorable for all the right reasons.

Now known as Swallows Nest, Brookhouse is once 
again comfortable and cosy, and ready for guests. Our next 
project is a café and tearoom, but for now you will have to 
stay overnight if you want to try our delicious breakfasts. 

Thanks to all who have offered support and 
encouragement over the last few months.

Brooke Chenoweth

It is now also possible to spend Wednesday evenings 
watching the trade at the auction mart in Bentham, without 
leaving the kitchen. Isn’t technology marvellous?  It can be 
compulsive viewing. “Eastenders” has no chance. 

It might be a day for gathering Ingleborough, but the 
weather can delay plans, even for a short while, so fellow 
peasant farmers gather in our kitchen for (yet) another 
cuppa and we go through all the local news, the weather, 
the shocking price of animal feed and the lovely hay that 
got rained on just as the baler arrived.

The kitchen table is where bank managers are pacified, 
and animal feed reps are interrogated: did I mention the 

shocking price of animal feed? Vets are also regular visitors 
to our table where they inform us of the latest thinking on 
foot rot in sheep, but mostly they tell us which is their 
favourite ski resort. 

I can’t help thinking that if the Spanish armada invasion 
plans had been made round a farmhouse kitchen table they 
may have met with more success. 

Like I said, it’s a very important place, given the 
opportunity I could run the country from it…

John Dawson

Kitchens matter
(continued from p1)
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SSeettttllee
CChhiimmnneeyy  SSwweeeepp  
SSeerrvviicceess
9 Prospect Terrace, 
Settle, BD24 9BL

Tel: 01729 823683 
Mobile: 07815 285321

Email: settlechimneysweep@outlook.com

Home Barn Foods

Outside catering for all events

Lucy Knowles
Fiach Cottage, Feizor, Austwick, LA2 8DF 

07738 922524

Telephone: 015242 51502
Email: davidinclapham@googlemail.com

Domestic (Denise): 07577 620812  Estate (David): 07974 972615

**************
Cottontail Crafts

“a paradise for crafters”

16 Duke Street Settle North Yorkshire BD24 9DN
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Sue & Steve Amphlett

www.cottontailcrafts.co.uk
sue@cottontailcrafts.co.uk

01729 822946

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organic Market Garden - Bakery  
Farm Shop - Home Delivery 

    
www.growingwithgrace.org.uk 015242 51723 

 

Open 10am-5pm (closed Sundays & Mondays) 
 
  
 

A65 Clapham – Follow the carrots! 

 

Offering classes 6
days a week in
Clapham and

Settle. Outdoors,
indoors, and

online. 
W W W . B R A V E Y O G A Y O R K S H I R E . C O M
Y O G A @ B R A V E E N T E R P R I S E . C O M

Yoga for every body...
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Parish Council news
The Parish Council has met twice since the last newsletter.

On the evening of 7th December 2021, it met with 
five members of the public in attendance. Cllr David Ireton 
and Cllr Carl Lis, of North Yorkshire and Craven District 
Councils respectively, were also in attendance

Two police reports, setting out details of twenty-one 
matters requiring police attention between 27th September 
and 5th December 2021, were read to the meeting. Matters 
dealt with by the police included two burglaries, a robbery, 
a damaged vehicle and a road 
traffic collision.

In relation to highways 
matters, the clerk was asked 
to report the following to the 
appropriate authorities: water 
running down the road on the 
Old Road, an overhanging 
branch on the B6480 to the 
south east of Clapham Village, 
damaged or missing signs near 
to Crina Bottom and at the 
junction of the B6480 and the 
road from Clapham Station. 
The Council also noted that road subsidence on the B6480 
was being monitored by North Yorkshire County Council 
and that water run–off, apparently from the railway, is 
currently the subject of negotiations between the County 
Council and Network Rail.

In the aftermath of the recent protracted loss of 
electricity for some parishioners, the Council discussed 
the possibility of providing a generator to be installed at 
a suitable emergency hub. The clerk was asked to make 
preliminary enquiries as to cost.

Councillor Sheridan gave an update with regard to the 
Neighbourhood Planning initiative, informing the Council 
that the draft plan had been submitted for checking and that 
it is hoped that it can be submitted to the National Park and 
Craven District Council in January 2022.

The Council received an update with regard to climate 
emergency matters and was informed of ongoing work by 
the HUG and Hubbub charities. On a different note, it was 
also told of a forthcoming meeting to be held at Newby 
Chapel on 17th January 2022 to discuss the issue of curlew 
protection. 

Following receipt of information and representations 
from a parishioner there was some discussion in relation 
to the use of wood-burning stoves and their impact on 
the environment. The Council concluded that there was 
nothing it could do to regulate the use of stoves but urged 
parishioners to use dry wood and keep chimneys swept. It 
noted that legal requirements due to come into force will, 
in any event, restrict the sale and use of coal and wet wood.

Plans for the celebration of the Queen's Platinum 
Jubilee were again discussed. The Council indicated it was 
favourably disposed to a planned tree-planting project at Toll 
Bar Wood. Plans for this as well as a possible beacon and a 
tea party are to receive further consideration. 

The Council fixed its budget for 2022-23 at £8,179.00 
and will seek a precept of £7,527.70 from Craven District 
Council. 

In relation to planning, the Council was not opposed to 
a proposed extension to an existing classroom at Keasden 
Head but wished to record its view that a legal agreement 
should be sought confining the use of the building to its 
current purpose for a substantial period. It felt unable to 
make any comment with regard to plans for development on 

land to the south of Fountain 
House Farm, Clapham, given 
previous difficulties which 
led to it not being consulted 
earlier in the planning 
process. It was noted that 
plans for refurbishment of a 
cottage and conversion of an 
adjoining barn to self-catering 
visitor accommodation at 
Balderstones, Newby Cote, 
had been approved by the 
Yorkshire Dales National 
Park. The Council also noted 

correspondence with regard to alleged planning breaches at 
Great Harlow Lodges. Cllr Lis of Craven District Council 
and Cllr Sheridan undertook to take the matter up with 
Craven District Council.

The Parish Council met again on the evening of 25th 
January 2022 with five members of the public in attendance.

At the outset, a report from the police was read. This 
set out details of eleven matters requiring police attention 
in the parish between 6th December 2021 and 23rd January 
2022. These included an alleged sexual offence, a couple of 
highway disruptions and a fall which was ultimately dealt 
with by Cave Rescue.

Regarding highways and related matters, the Council 
noted that a number of brown signs giving directions to a 
local business had remained in place attached to road-sign 
posts despite this having been previously reported. The 
clerk was asked to raise this again with North Yorkshire 
County Council. The clerk was also asked to report a missing 
street sign at the junction of Church Avenue and Riverside, 
Clapham and leaning reflector posts and a sign on or near to 
the layby opposite Sand Quarry. The Council also noted that 
various matters raised at its last meeting had been reported 
to the relevant authorities.

There was some discussion in relation to correspondence 
received from a parishioner asking about responsibility for 
various paths, drains and other landmarks in Clapham and 
the possibility of doing voluntary maintenance work on the 
same. The Council concluded that it would be prepared to 
pay for some required maintenance work to be carried out 
and that the parishioner concerned could carry out voluntary 
work at their discretion.

In approving the minutes of the last Parish Council 
meeting, the Council corrected an observation made in 
relation to regulations prohibiting the sale of “wet wood” 

First snow of winter: Ingleborough from Keasden. 
Photo: Mike Short

(continued on p7)
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We cover all aspects of: 
• Groundwork
• Forestry
• Agricultural

contracting

• Fencing
• Mole ploughing
• 10-ton winch

tractor

We also hire out machines such as: 
• Diggers
• Dumpers

• Rollers

Contact us for a free, no obligation quote! 
Michael Johnson: 07815500442 
Michael@jandnservices.co.uk 

Amy@jandnservices.co.uk 

www.jandnservices.co.uk 
Like us on 

Facebook at: J and N Services 
Instagram: @jandn_services 

photo printing

banners, signs &
cut vinyl decals

posters & large
photo prints

20 STATION ROAD • SETTLE • BD24 9AA 

TEL: 01729 823990

hello@iprintshop.co.uk      
www.iprintshop.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL
DESIGN & PRINTSHOP

Call us on 07876 205361 or email 
andrew@septictanksnorthwest.co.uk 

BESPOKE SOLUTION, SERVICE  
& INSTALLATION FOR EVERY SITE

ASSURED QUALITY &  
RELIABILITY EVERY TIME

Septic tanks
Sewage treatment systems
Soak aways
Drainage fields
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Help needed!
Bentham Pet Rescue 
(BPR) are searching 
for a new home – and 
putting a call out to the 
public to see if they can 
help. 

BPR predominantly 
home cats. In previous 
years, the charity’s two 
main volunteers have 

used their own land to house the animals prior to finding 
them new homes. But after 20 years – and thousands of cats 
being rehomed – they are both stepping down to a well-
earned retirement. 

If you own, or know of, a potential site that would be 
suitable, please get in contact.  It may be land the charity can 
rent or buy on which they can put their own buildings or an 
outhouse or barn that BPR can retro-fit. Chairman of BPR 
Philip Ware says “We have been looking for quite a long 
time, but so far nothing suitable has arisen. Ideally, we are 
looking for something within a 10-mile radius of Ingleton” 

The charity is also looking for cat fosterers for those 
felines who may take longer to find their ‘forever’ home. 

If you know of a potential new home for BPR please 
ring me on 07790 323635 or email kath@hw-services.co.uk 

Kath Threlkeld, 
Trustee

Parish Council news

For more information on the work of the Clapham cum Newby Parish Council please click on the Parish Council information link at  
www.claphamyorkshire.co.uk. 
Parish Council meetings will generally be on the fourth Tuesday of each month. There will be no meetings in August 
and November and the December meeting will be on 13th December 2022.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Tuesday 22nd February 2022 at 7.30pm at Clapham Village Hall. 
The Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer Nigel Harrison can be contacted by email: njhar1957@gmail.com or 
telephone 015242 51165

Read  my  mind
Spot one word in each group which I think is the odd one 
out.  You may disagree with my choice ... but I am always 
right, as all quiz regulars know!! (Answers on page 21)

Happy New Year
Woof! I would like to wish all readers a Happy New Year, 
having been callously dropped from the Christmas Greetings 
in the last issue. And just because I’m not human. Woof!

Coco

1. Blue     Brown    Orange     Red    Green     Yellow
2. Gothic      Olympic      Titanic     Britannic
3. Bruce       Brown      Edwards     Nightingale    Raworth  
4. Henderson      Walker      Pickford     Sterling     Anderson   
5. Mason        Kingsley      Mann      Pearce    Sexton    

Christian
6. Mansfield Park      Hamlet     Persuasion      Hard Times      

Emma 
7. Orkney        Skye         Rhum       Eigg      Harris       North 

Uist
8. Bearnaise      Bechamel     Tabasco    Harissa    Pemaud    

Wasabi
9. Orange      Nice     Montelimar      Angers    Malpach
10. Maine     Manitoba     Maryland    Montana   Michigan   

Mississippi
Stuart Marshall

and coal. The regulations have already come into effect; the 
sale of the former is already prohibited and that of the latter 
will be prohibited from a date in 2023.

The Council noted that the Village Hall Committee has 
agreed that the Village Hall can be used as an emergency 
hub. Purchase of a generator to service the hub if required is 
under consideration and the clerk was asked to seek advice 
as to what size of machine would be required. The Council 
also noted that its new defibrillator has now been installed 
at Clapham Station.

Updates were received in relation to the Neighbourhood 
Planning initiative and climate emergency matters. With 
regard to the former the Council was informed that the draft 
plan has been sent for checking and feedback is expected 
imminently. 

The Sustainability Group has, the Council was told, been 
assessing Clapham's carbon footprint and is looking into 
possible bulk-buying schemes for items such as solar panels.

In considering plans to celebrate the Queen's Platinum 
Jubilee, the Council gave the go-ahead to its involvement in 
re-planting Toll Bar Wood with public access to be granted. 
It also noted that funding had been obtained from North 
Yorkshire County Council via Councillor David Ireton for a 
tea party to be held on 5th June 2022. Plans to light a beacon 
were also discussed but nothing was finalised in that regard.

The Council approved donations to Settle Swimming 
Pool, Citizens' Advice, Clapham Play Park and a local 
self-help group to assist users of computers etc. The total 
approved was £620.00 and cheques will be issued at the 
next meeting. 

In relation to planning, the Council considered amended 
plans for conversion of Cruck Barn, Newby Cote to dwellings 
with local occupancy or holiday lets and commented that it 
would prefer local occupancy to the alternative. It had no 
comment to make about a proposed replacement air source 
heat pump at Long Barn, Cross Haw Lane. 

(continued from p5)
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Day Nursery & Pre-School, Ingleton  

 Open 7am – 6.30pm Mon – Fri 

 All Staff Paediatric First Aid trained  

 Places for children age 3 months – 
8 years  

 French, music and dance sessions  

 Before and After school Clubs  

 

 

FFuunnddeedd  
PPllaacceess  

aavvaaiillaabbllee    

1155  &&  3300  
HHoouurrss  

    

 

Call: 01524 241903 for more information     info@kidzdaynursery.co.uk 
www.kidzdaynursery.co.uk 

 

       UNIT 2, SOWARTH FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SETTLE, BD24 9AG           
        0011772299  882255112222    

       7 DUKE STREET, SETTLE, BD24 9DU                                 
       info@peterallenflooring.co.uk  www.peterallenflooring.co.uk 

WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

  Domestic & Commercial Flooring 

 Amtico and Karndean Design Showroom 

 Ted Todd Engineered Wood Flooring 

 Large Bed Showroom 

 Rugs.   

 Made to Measure Blinds 

 Bespoke Furniture, Harris Tweed/Abraham Moon 

 Solid Oak & Pine Furniture 

 Gifts for the Home 
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Church news
John's notes: “You are precious in my sight, and 
honoured, and I love you.” says God to you and me, and 
all created beings (in Isaiah 43.4).

In human society our understandings of identity, 
sexuality, relationships and marriage are always shifting; 
and in our own society these understandings have radically 
altered over recent decades.  For some, the Church has 
been frustratingly slow to respond in kind to a more open, 
inclusive approach to these issues; for others the Church’s 
very slowness is a blessing, for it offers the rarity of time 
to enable us to more fully, deeply consider the issues and 
our response, in heart and mind and in practice, to the 
challenges of different perspectives, to create space for 
mutual flourishing. 

The church has been debating these questions for a long 
time; the focus and terms of the discussion shifting over 
time between gender equality, sexuality and marriage. The 
underlying question for Christians remains the same: how 
these questions fit within the bigger picture of the good news 
of Jesus Christ - or what he himself termed ‘The Kingdom 
of God’, the way of God at work in the world.

In discussions which can too easily become polarising 
between extreme points of view, in more recent times a 
focus has been on creating a culture in which people can 
hold very different points of view whilst dialoguing together 
supportively, affirming each other’s created uniqueness. 
Our calling is now to face all these challenges hopefully 
considering what does it mean to live in love and faith 
together as a Church?

Living in Love and Faith is the title of a series of meetings 
in Lent, run by the churches of the Bowland and Ewecross 
Deanery (i.e., all the Anglican parishes from Ingleton and 
Bentham via Slaidburn to Gargrave and Kirkby Malham), 
in which those taking part will each bring their own life 
story - experiences, perspectives, joys and concerns - into 
an affirming, supportive discussion, an open conversation 
without fear of censure or criticism. 

Those who have taken part in Living in Love and Faith 
courses elsewhere speak of the good experience of listening 
well to, at times ‘disagreeing well’ with, and being well-
listened-to by people quite different from themselves, and 
many good lessons learned from interactions they might 
never have had if stuck in their own social ‘bubble’.

The Living in Love and Faith meetings will take place 
between 7.30-9.00pm in person at Settle Parish Church on 
Tuesday evenings March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, and April 5, or on 
Zoom if preferred… and you are very welcome to join. Find 
out more at bit.ly/livinglovefaith or from me. 

If you attended such a meeting, what might you bring to 
it from your own life experiences and your understanding 
of the Christian faith? What might you hope to learn from 
others? “You are precious in my sight, and honoured, and I 
love you.” It would be great to see you there.

Revd John Davies
john.davies@leeds.anglican.org, 01524 805928

John’s talks: bit.ly/johndavies-talks

February / March Sunday Church Services
NB if Covid restrictions continue to lift we may introduce 
additional services in this period. Please check the Churches 
Weekly Newsletter for up-to-date details: 
online at bit.ly/churches-newsletter or printed copies free 
to take away in church porches.
February
6th 9.30 Eldroth Holy Communion;  
 11.00 Clapham Holy Communion
13th  9.30 Austwick Holy Communion;  
 11.00 Keasden Holy Communion
20th  11.00 Clapham Holy Communion; 
 6.30 Eldroth Evening Prayer 
27th  9.30 Austwick Holy Communion;  
 7.00 Keasden Evening Service
March
6th  9.30 Eldroth Holy Communion;  
 11.00 Clapham Holy Communion
13th  9.30 Austwick Holy Communion;  
 11.00 Keasden Holy Communion
20th  11.00 Clapham Holy Communion; 
 6.30 Eldroth Evening Prayer 
27th  9.30 Austwick Holy Communion;  
 7.00 Keasden Evening Service
Also, each Wednesday: 10.30 Austwick Holy Communion 
(on Ash Wednesday, 2 March, this may take place at Austwick 
School - see notices nearer the time for up-to-date details).

Methodist Church, The Green, Newby
Services are usually taking place on second Sundays of the 
month at 11am and fourth Sundays at 2pm.
More details available from the Revd Stephen Caddy - phone: 
015242 61257 or by email: Stephen.f.caddy@gmail.com

Bethel Chapel, Cross Haw Lane, Clapham
Usual Sunday services at 11am and 6.30pm.
Clapham Tots every Friday 9.30am-11am. 
kmotion (primary school ages) 6pm and Encounter 
(secondary school ages) 7.30pm fortnightly on Fridays. 
3rd February-Thursday at 2pm with Mr William Robinson 
from Ingleton .
For all details, visit us on Facebook or our Bethel Chapel website:  
www.bethelchapelclapham.org

Catholic Church - Bentham and Settle
St Boniface Church, Robin Lane, Bentham, LA2 7AB
Usual service times: Sun: 9:15am, Wed & Fri: 10:00am
St Mary & St Michael’s Church, Tillman Close,  
Settle, BD24 9RA
Usual service times: Saturday Vigil: 5:30pm
Sun: 11:15am, Tues & Thurs: 10:00 am
Parish Priest for both churches: Father Frank Smith
Phone: 01729 822525  
Email: stboniface@dioceseofleeds.org.uk 
Website: www.ssmaryandmichael.co.uk 
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Congratulations!
I hope our friends in the village will be interested to learn 
that Rob Bullock was awarded a Doctorate in Creative 
Writing and Literature from Huddersfield University on 8 
December. He started his research into the Port of Lancaster 
and its involvement in the slave trade in January 2019. The 
resulting novel centred on one individual, Jack, and his 
life and enforced migration from Africa to a plantation on 
Barbados, and his ultimate journey to the Yorkshire Dales 
via the port of Lancaster. The story is narrated by a mythical 
giant Bajan demon who takes Jack on his life journey. 

The research was inspired by the documented story of 
the discovery of a mummified hand of a ‘beloved’ black 
servant which sat on the mantelpiece of Eliza Deare in a 
house in Upper Settle. Rob was intrigued because, as a child, 
he had walked past this house on his way to school. Many 
black slaves found themselves settling in the Yorkshire Dales 
and Rob felt theirs was a story well worth telling!

Rob is moving on to post-doctoral research at 
Huddersfield University into the internment of children in 
the Rushen camp on the Isle of Man during WWII. If anyone 
has any information on the subject, he would love to hear 
from you!

Kristen Bullock

Keasden news

It was a busy time for the Keasden community in the run up 
to Christmas and the New Year. 

The Christmas Coffee Morning (albeit slightly adapted 
to cope with Covid concerns) was well supported with tasty 
bakes and splendid crafts appreciated by all.

An intrepid group of carol singers enjoyed carolling in 
the area – the singers enjoyed a warm welcome and generous 
hospitality outside many homes. 

On the Thursday before Christmas – many of the Keasden 
community braved the elements and joined together in the 
churchyard to share in the Christmas story and sing carols. 
Mulled wine and mince pies fortified all who attended.

Keasden New Year’s Day walk. 
Photo: Mike Short

A happy Christmas Day service with an entertaining 
variation of bingo was enjoyed by all in church.

On New Year’s Day our traditional walk up on to the 
moor behind Keasden Head farm was very popular (see the 
picture provided by Mike Short). All enjoyed the 'catch up' 
and the delicious refreshments provided. Thanks to all at 
Keasden Head and F & K Estate for making this possible.

If you live in Keasden and haven’t already done so – 
please join the Keasden Community group on Facebook.

Angela Peach

The sun breaking through over Burn Moor. 
Photo: Annie Farrer

Settle Parish Church 
Tuesdays March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5 

7.30-9.00pm 
(or participate by Zoom*) 

How do questions about identity, sexuality, 
relationships and marriage Þt within the bigger 

picture of the good news of Jesus Christ?  
What does it mean to live in love and faith 

together as a Church? 

All are welcome to this 
series of affirming, 

supportive discussions 
run by the churches 
of the Bowland and 
Ewecross Deanery.  

Find out more at bit.ly/livinglovefaith 
or *contact Revd John Davies at 

john.davies@leeds.anglican.org, 01524 805928 
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Then and now

Gildersbank has been, perhaps, the most photographed part 
of the village over the years but I make no excuses for doing 
it again because it provides a constancy - a view which 
has changed so little. Over 100 years separates these two 
pictures and yet, in the older one, the building already has 
the appearance of timeless age, covered as it is in ivy. 

The later image shows signs of more modern times - 
from vehicles parked in all available locations (and the traffic 
cones to prevent further incursions) to the wires and TV 
aerials of the modern “connected up” era. Thanks again to 
George Greenbank for the loan of the postcard from which 
the “then” image has been taken.

Andy Scott

Postcard: George Greenbank Photo: Andy Scott

Quite a working party gathered in Newby to install a seat next 
to the Methodist chapel in memory of Roy Monk, long term 
Newby resident, great grass cutter, inveterate car cleaner, 
indefatigable walker and, generally, wise man. 

The seat replaces one which commemorated local 
postman Dick Hylton which had sadly collapsed over the 
winter. 

However, the plaque which marks Dick’s association 
with the village has been preserved and is being incorporated 
as part of the village notice board. 

Lillian and Flossie alongside the first teas and coffees that will be enjoyed 
by those sitting on ‘Roy’s bench’.

How many men (and women) does it take to install a bench?

The bench recognises Roy’s long association with the 
village and his love for the area in general with this beautiful 
line written by his wife, Lillian: 

These hills and dales I walk no more 
but among them still my soul does soar.

The bench is now there for generations of visitors and 
residents to enjoy and think of Roy. 

Sue Mann

2020 2021

November 91/4" or 23.5cm 51/4" or 13.34cm

December 111/4" or 28.58cm 9" or 22.86cm

Annual total 1061/2" or 270.5cm 921/4" or 234.32cm

Keasden rainfall reportChristmas greenery
Jess and Chris of Riverside would like to 
acknowledge the generosity of passers-by 
who left donations for Charity in return for 
holly prunings, artichokes and bay leaves. 

Over £40 has been sent to Christian Aid.
Chris and Jess Hart
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BBC Food & Farming Awards 2021

On 24th November, Neil, Ellie, and Lucy from Growing with 
Grace headed down to the BBC Radio Theatre in London to 
hear the outcome of the Radio 4 Food & Farming Awards, 
in which we were delighted to be finalists. 

Slightly uncomfortable and self-conscious in our Sunday 
Best, we marvelled at the Christmas lights on Oxford Street 
and the central London pre-Christmas bustle – such a world 
away from our day-to-day lives at Clapham Nurseries! 
Hovering outside the BBC building, we could hardly contain 
our excitement as we realised we were looking in on the set 
of The One Show. Unfortunately, we did behave a bit like 
country bumpkins as we struggled to find the right entrance, 
but we weren’t the only ones – we finally found our way into 
a drinks reception of over 100 equally star-struck visitors. 
The free bar helped break the ice with the other finalists, 
who had travelled from farms, restaurants, food markets and 
community food projects all over the British Isles. Mingling 
with the finalists were production staff and BBC presenters, 
who were brilliant at putting us at ease and making us feel 
welcome. Then we were called in to the awards ceremony 
itself…

To our collective relief, our category – Best Food 
Producer – was called first; the wait was more than our 
nerves could cope with, although we also experienced a 

moment of panic as we each thought someone else had 
prepared an acceptance speech. In the end we were spared 
embarrassment, as the gong went to the Black Pig butcher’s 
in Deal, Kent. Although it did feel a little strange to lose to a 
butcher, given our line of work, it definitely sounds like the 
Black Pig demonstrates a wonderful model for sustainable, 
ethical meat consumption. Then we were free to enjoy the 
rest of the ceremony, and be amazed by the variety, vision, 
and passion of the people we were sharing the event with. 
What an honour it was to be in this cohort, and to feel part 
of a network of people working hard to make great food a 
daily reality in their communities.

After the ceremony we had the chance to meet and 
talk more with the other finalists, and also to receive 
commiserations from Angela Hartnett and Sheila Dillon, 
with whom we’d spent a morning when they came to judge 
us. A personal highlight, for me, was talking to bakers 
from the Food Innovation Award winning project, Flour 
to the People. As I’ve developed my own baking skills and 
philosophy over the years, Andrew Whitley has always been 
an inspiration to me, and he also has family connections in 
Clapham which made it even more of a pleasure to finally 
meet him. We also enjoyed connecting with the other runner 
up in our category, Lee from H. M. Pasties in Bolton, who 
we hope to cross paths with again in the future.

For many, the world has become somewhat grey and 
monotonous in the last two years. For us here at Growing 
with Grace it’s been a period of relentless hard work as the 
demand for our business has grown. What a joy it was to 
step, even just for one evening, into a world of colour and 
sparkle, and to celebrate the work we all do. Reflecting on 
the experience on the train journey home, we came away 
with a renewed feeling of motivation and pride in our work. 
We are all delighted to have been part of it.

Ellie Parker

From fleece to curlews
In January 2020, the Sustainability Group asked John Dawson 
if we could purchase some of his fleece for horticultural use 
in gardens and allotments. He agreed, but one of our potential 
buyers suggested that any profit made could go towards 
Curlew Conservation. We agreed and all fleece sales were 
accompanied by a leaflet explaining this.

On 17 January, a meeting was held in Newby Chapel 
to address the issue of declining numbers of Curlew - since 
1995 breeding numbers in the UK have declined by 48%. 
Curlews have disappeared from many lowland areas, with 
catastrophic declines in Wales and Northern Ireland. Despite 
restrictions on numbers of attendees, due to COVID, an 
audience of landowners, farmers and conservationists came 
together to learn more and find constructive ways forward 
to protect the future of the curlew in our area. 

Hilary McGuire, RSPB Forest of Bowland, gave a 
highly informative talk focusing on the results from the 
wader survey RSPB have been conducting in the Forest of 
Bowland for some years. Ian Court and Tarja Wilson from 

the YDNP were also present: the latter gave a brief talk about 
a new grant programme for farmers – “Farming in Protected 
Landscapes” (FiPL) - which may be of use towards curlew 
conservation.

One result of the meeting was the understanding that we 
need to get a clearer picture of what is happening to curlew 
numbers in our area. In response to this, 12 new farms are 
interested in having an RSPB wader survey on their land this 
season, and 9 new volunteers were interested in conducting 
the surveys.  Training will be given by RSPB to volunteers 
where needed. If anyone is interested in learning more or 
getting involved, please contact me. It is hoped there will be 
a further talk by Mary Colwell, author of “Curlew Moon” 
and Chair of the Curlew Recovery Partnership, in the future, 
which will be open to everyone if COVID restrictions allow.

Sarah Smith
Curlew Conservation, Clapham Sustainability Group

info@sarahsmith.org.uk or 07947 027188
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Santa’s Grotto
After our first year without running in over 30 years, we 
were delighted to welcome visitors back to Santa’s Grotto 
at Ingleborough Cave this Christmas. 
An incredibly festive and enjoyable (and 
exhausting!) grotto concluded on the 
evening of the 23rd, by which point very 
many happy children had experienced 
an adventure like no other, deep beneath 
Ingleborough in our underground winter 
wonderland!

Organising an event in a cave brings 
many unique challenges, and preparation 
begins in early January, with installation 
beginning immediately after the school 
summer holidays, in early September. 
Flood risks, damp conditions, uneven 
surfaces and the transportation and storage 
of many hundreds of presents almost half a 
kilometre underground are just some of the 
obstacles that must be overcome. And that’s before factoring 
in potential complications brought about by coronavirus!

The running of the event is incredibly enjoyable, as a 
wonderful festive cheer engulfs the site. It gives me great 

pleasure chatting to the streams of happy 
families emerging both up the valley 
and from the cave. On a personal level 
I particularly enjoy it when, many years 
later when bringing their children, visitors 
recount their earlier visit as a child and 
emphasise the great impression it made on 
them as a rich and pleasurable memory of 
their childhood.

I conclude by once again thanking all 
the wonderful staff, many of whom are 
Clapham residents, who join us for some 
or all of the days. Without you, it wouldn’t 
be possible to run this event which brings 
enjoyment and happy memories to so 
many, so thank you. The aforementioned 
early January preparations are very much 

underway, and I look forward to another non-stop festive 
period. Bring on 2022!

Andrew Jarman

Brownies & Guides News

Clapham & Austwick Brownies have been working hard on 
their interest badges in recent months. One of the founding 
members from 2019, Daisy, has so far set the bar high by 
achieving a whopping 12 interest badges before moving up 
to Guides!

Brownies have a wide and varied range of badges to 
choose from; from Baking to Space, Local History to Zero 
Waste, there is something for everyone.

We recently set a challenge to create an advert for your 
dream job as part of the Jobs badge. There were some 

By Allanna, aged 7

brilliant adverts for teachers, café owners and singers to 
name just a few, but the couple above really stood out.

We would like to congratulate Daisy, Jessica, Sophia, 
and Cerys for their achievements throughout Brownies and 
wish them well as they move up to Guides.

Brownies is for girls aged between 7 and 10. We meet 
Mondays, 5:00-6:15pm  in Clapham Village Hall.

For more information contact Karen at 
claphamandaustwickguides@hotmail.com

Karen Fielding

By Lydia, aged 9
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garden centre & cafe

The Old Joiners Shop, 
Kings Mill Lane, Settle, BD24 9BS.
(Access off Sowarth Field ind est)
tel: 01729 824247 
www.layoftheland.co.uk

we stock:
Perennials, Alpines 
Roses, Shrubs
Conifers, Vegetables
Pots and Planters
Baskets and Bedding
Seeds, Tools 
Sprays and Composts
Bird Care, Gifts, 
Seasonal Decorations
National Garden Gift Vouchers
and more!

Ground works & Landscaping services 
Commercial or Domestic 

Driveways, Footings, Gardens 
Drainage, Tracks & Paths 

Salt spreading & Snow ploughing services 
Kindling & logs produced, sold & delivered 

Contact:  Bradtooke@googlemail.com 
0792 010 6341 or find us on Facebook 

Professional, & Reliable 
Honest Work Guaranteed  

 
 

We provide a range of  
Local Services & Activities 

Complying with the Government Covid-19 regulations  
we are offering : 

• A confidential Information & Advice Service 
• Digital help with Mobiles, I-pads & Laptops 
• A Telephone Befriending Service 
• Independence Support  
• Signposting to Hubs & Local services 
• A Volunteer Transport Scheme for Hospital and  

Doctor appointments 
• Two shops, our Age UK General Shop and Second 

Time Around, our Furniture shop.  
• We can help and advise on many things and are 

only a call away …   
 

Opening times are : 
Mon - Sat 10am - 4pm and Sun 12noon - 4pm 

Office times Monday - Friday  9am - 1pm 
Office Hours Mon-Fri 9am - 1pm  
(A message can be left at other times) 

 
Age UK North Craven                               Second Time Around                                                         
Cheapside                                                                             8  High Street                         

    Settle                                                                                                   Settle                                                                                                                                     
E:  info@ageuknorthcraven.org       E: info2@ageuknorthcraven.org 

    T:  01729 823066                                                           T: 01729 824009                                  
Web: ageuk.org.uk/northcraven 
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Fatal errors
About 8 o’clock on the morning of Tuesday 7th January, 
Benjamin Newhouse made a terrible discovery. He was a 
54-year-old plate-layer, born in Rathmell, worked on the 
railway for years, well used to life beside the track. But this 
was something new. He was nearly two miles from Clapham 
Station, by Hardacre Wood, when he saw in the half-light 
a crumpled heap in the four-foot way between the lines. 
Beside the out-rail lay a gent’s 
hat and a stick – and a gent’s 
shoe. To his horror he saw that 
the shoe appeared to contain a 
foot and its ankle. By the other 
rail lay a leg. Benjamin drew 
closer to confirm his fears. He 
examined the crumpled heap, 
which proved to be a man of 
about the same age as himself, 
whiskered and expensively 
dressed. Benjamin could not 
be sure whether or not he 
was alive. It was immediately 
obvious that the unfortunate 
man had been run down by a 
train, both legs severed at the calf. His left hand was also 
grievously wounded and there was a lacerated wound on 
his left cheek. Benjamin took off his coat, rolled it up and 
slipped it under the wounded head to give some relief from 
the hard, sharp ballast before he ran to fetch John Moor 
from his signal box. Together they made the poor man as 
comfortable as possible. He stirred and mumbled that he had 
been walking on the line. To Benjamin’s surprise there was 
no smell of drink on the man, he was not drunk. After some 
discussion they together carried him back to the station yard 
and again made him as comfortable as possible to await the 
arrival of Dr Deighton from Clapham. 

Dr Deighton arrived soon after 10 o’clock and quickly 
concluded that a railway wagon had passed over the man. 
He thought that the wound to the face had probably been 
caused by the coupling hook hanging from the wagon. 
They later examined engine no. 556 and found both flesh 
and hair on the coupling hook, while its springs and waste 
pipe were marked with blood. The hair matched that of the 
casualty. About 12.30 he died of his terrible injuries and the 
consequent loss of blood.

Next day a hastily convened inquest was conducted 
at the Flying Horseshoe by T P Brown Esq and the awful 
sequence of events was pieced together. The deceased was 
identified, by a Mr H W Ormrod from Manchester, as Robert 
George Stapylton of Lancaster, a 52-year-old barrister and a 
member of both the Middle and Inner Temples who, at about 
5 o’clock on the Monday evening, had called upon William 
Henderson in Yealand near Carnforth. They had known each 
other for some years. Mr Stapylton had told Henderson that 
after seeing another gentleman, a Mr Yates, also in Yealand, 
he intended to set off walking back to Lancaster. He left 
Henderson at about 5.30pm and, after five or six minutes 

conversation with Yates, set off back to Lancaster. When 
they parted, Stapylton was reported to be perfectly sober 
and quite settled in his mind.

It is not known which route Stapylton took but about 12 
midnight he climbed the stairs and spoke to John Ward, the 
pointsman at Wennington Junction signal box, asking how 
far he was from Lancaster. Ward noted that his visitor had 

a dirty mark below his left eye, 
dirt on his clothes and a stick in 
his hand. He told the caller that 
he was 10 miles distant from 
Lancaster, at which the stranger 
disappeared back into the 
moonlit night. It appeared that 
Stapylton had fallen at some 
point during his 11 mile walk 
from Yealand. William Ash, 
the Clapham stationmaster, 
said that the 5.20 a.m. goods 
train from Carnforth arrived at 
Clapham station at 6.20 a.m. 
on Tuesday. He examined the 

train about 12 noon and found 
hair and blood on the guard iron. The verdict of the inquest 
was “Accidentally killed”. It seems likely that Stapylton, 
on hearing the train bearing down upon him, stumbled over 
railway sleepers or rails in his hurried attempt to get out of 
the way. He must have fallen across the line directly in the 
path of the locomotive. 

An examination of a map of the railway network 
reveals that the unfortunate barrister had missed his way 
and may well have taken the wrong branch line at Carnforth 
junction. Or he may have been confused in the moonlight. 
It is known that Stapylton had been diagnosed as suffering 
from “softness of the brain” as a result of syphilis, which 
may have affected his judgement or perception. 

He came from an ancient and distinguished lineage. 
The family coat of arms sported a Saracen’s head, earned 
from a bloody incident during the Crusades. A later ancestor 
is displayed in the National Portrait Gallery. Born in 
Hampstead, Robert had moved his family to Manchester, 
on to Blackpool and finally to Lancaster. Here Robert 
Miles Stapylton, the only son in a family of six children, 
attended Lancaster Grammar School, moving on in 1887 to 
gain the degree of Bachelor of Arts. As his father’s illness 
worsened, Robert senior concentrated on the simpler field 
of conveyancing rather than more complex work, while 
his mother Madalina assumed more and more of the 
management of the household.

For some strange reason Robert Stapylton’s corpse was 
not taken back home to Lancaster but was buried in a corner 
of Clapham churchyard on 10 January 1873 by Reverend 
Marriner, beneath an expensively polished slab of granite 
lying where the old churchyard school had stood less than 
10 years previously.

Ken Pearce

Robert Stapylton’s grave in St James’ churchyard, Clapham.
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B&W Funerals

Ingleton, Burton, Bentham, Austwick, Clapham, 
Settle,Wray, Hornby, Caton, Kirkby Lonsdale

& all the surrounding areas

6 Chapel Lane, Ingleton, Carnforth LA6 3FX
jmfunerals@gmail.com

         Tel: 015242 41293 Mobile: 07758 002260

(Brown & Whittaker)

James G Macdonald & Tara Wilson

24 Hour Service
Private Chapel of Rest

We offer our own Funeral Plans on request

  

  
 

  
 

Smar gna  

Ben	Fawcett	
M:	07950	028	622				T:	015242	62017	

E:	smartsignal@outlook.com	
W:	www.smartsignal.co.uk	

Aerial	&	Satellite	Installation	&	Repair	
Wi-Fi	&	Home	Network	

CCTV	Installation	

Specialists in: 
• Fire & security systems installation & servicing 
• Electrical installations, inspection & testing 
• Plumbing & heating installations 
• Boiler servicing and repairs 
• Renewable installations & servicing 
• Wi-Fi installations 
• Home automation systems 
• Automated gates and access control 
 
E: info@howsonsltd.co.uk 
W: www.howsonsltd.co.uk 
T: 015242 41422 

Plumbing        Heating        Renewables 

Security          Electrical          WiFi 

Sw

allowsNest

  Bed and Breakfast
 

At Brookhouse

Make yourself at home!

Clapham's newest boutique B&B is
now open and ready to welcome

guests. With four beautifully
appointed rooms, great service,
delicious food, and all the home

comforts you need, you'll want to
come back every year.

 
Book today for Summer 2022!

Brookhouse, Station Road, Clapham, LA2 8ER | 015242 51580
www.swallowsnestbandb.com | info@swallowsnestbandb.com
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Steam update
There being little by way of steam down at the station just 
now, I thought I’d take a different line for this issue’s write 
up. This was triggered by the receipt of an extract from 
Bradshaw’s Guide of 1948, kindly given to me by Ann 
Stewart. The extract describes the train services available 
from Clapham at that time and I thought it would be 
interesting to compare them with what we have now. 

Back in 1948, the railways - including all tracks, stations 
and rolling stock - had only just been nationalised to help 
them recover from the dire straits they were left in following 
the Second World War. Now, of course, services are operated 
via franchises over tracks owned and operated by a different 
body. The rail geography around Clapham was different too, 
in that there were three diverging routes out to the west. 
Clapham station itself was a junction for the Ingleton branch 
(which led on towards Tebay) and there was a further branch 
at Wennington from which the “main line” ran to Lancaster 
(Green Eyre) then onwards towards Morecambe. Our only 
route west nowadays is the line to Carnforth which, in those 
days, was considered a branch line.

Nowadays, all our services are part of a shuttle between 
Leeds and Morecambe with, at the time of writing, eight 
services each way on weekdays and Saturdays, reducing 
to five each way on Sundays. Not all these services start 
or finish at Leeds and Morecambe: some only travel to 
or from Skipton in the eastbound direction whilst others 
terminate at Lancaster in the westbound one*. Much of the 
service back in 1948 was similar with seven services each 
way on weekdays, yet with a wider variety of destinations. 
These included direct services to Bradford as well as to 
Leeds eastbound, and also to Heysham (for the Isle of 
Man steamers) and to Carnforth westbound. (Lancaster 
and Morecambe services used the “main line” via Caton 
whilst Carnforth trains used the westbound route that we still 
have today.) However, there were a number of additional 
services on Saturdays, including a late-night train back from 
Morecambe to Hellifield which stopped at Clapham at just 
after midnight. The Sunday service back in 1948 was much 
reduced from what we have now: there were just three trains 
all day. 

In addition to the 
above, there were 
a number of non-
stopping services 
which passed through 
Clapham, particularly 
amongst those starting 
out from, or destined 
for, Carnforth. 

A feature of some 
of the 1948 services 
through Clapham 
comprised trains which 
split or joined together 
en route. Trains from 
both Carnforth and 

Lancaster would join together at Wennington and, likewise, 
split into two parts there when travelling in the opposite 
direction. Likewise, trains from Bradford and Leeds were 
combined or split at Keighley. Neither did all trains stop 
at all the other stations they passed through. For example, 
the 12:43 Saturdays-only Bradford to Morecambe train 
was designated an “express” and stopped only at Shipley, 
Keighley, Skipton, Clapham and Lancaster.

In additional to all the above were the trains on the 
Ingleton branch for which Clapham was their terminus. 
These services provided connections at both Clapham and 
onto trains on the West Coast Mainline at Low Gill or Tebay, 
as well as serving intermediate stations such as Kirkby 
Lonsdale and Sedbergh. There were six such connections 
in either direction each weekday in 1948, though seemingly 
no such services on Sundays.

In summary then, our current services are not vastly 
different from what they were some 75 years ago: but 
perhaps a lot easier to understand.

Andy Scott  
* One westbound service bizarrely terminates at Carnforth 
though the train, minus its passengers, continues to Lancaster.

Back in the 1960's
Annie Farrer provided this aerial photograph of Clapham 
village which she found amongst her father’s papers. It 
dates back to the 1960’s and it’s remarkable how much has 
changed when viewing from above. 

For a start there is no bypass but see how many other 
differences you can spot. 

You can view the image more clearly, and in a larger 
format, if you wish on the newsletter website:

https://bit.ly/village1960s
Our thanks to Annie for providing this interesting 

photograph.
Andy Scott
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www.daleheadvetgroup.co.uk 

Healthy Pet Club
P U P P Y  &  K I T T E N  P L A N S

01729 823538
Station Road, Settle, BD24 9AA

Main Street, High Bentham, LA2 7LE

Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Se�le, BD24 9RP

ELECTRICIANS
Complete and par�al rewires, 

electrical checks on exis�ng installa�ons.  
Small appliance tes�ng.

Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for chest freezers, 
larder fridges, washing machines, tumble dryers, dishwashers, cookers, 

microwaves and vacuum cleaners.

Telephone: 01729 823423 Email: harrisonandcross@gmail.com

HARRISON & CROSS LTD.
NICEIC APPROVED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

KEVIN CHADWICK
Welding and Garage Services

All makes of vehicles serviced and repaired

Tyres and exhausts
Clutches and cambelts

4 Wheel alignment
Chassis welding and repairs

Small body-work repairs
Pre MOT checks

Waxoil underbody protection
Recovery service

Unit 1, Dalesview, Old Road, Clapham, LA2 8JH

For enquiries ring Kevin
015242 51639 or 07779 081388

REAL ALES & CIDERS   CRAFT BEERS  

WINES & SPIRITS 

SPECIALITY PIZZA   SNACKS
    HOT & COLD DRINKS 

Thursday   3 - 6
Friday     12 - 7

Saturday    12 - 7
Sunday     12 - 6

The Old Manor House, Church Avenue, Clapham LA2 8EQ    
Telephone 01524 805665 

REAL ALES & CIDERS   CRAFT BEERS  

WINES & SPIRITS 

SPECIALITY PIZZA   SNACKS
    HOT & COLD DRINKS 

Thursday   3 - 6
Friday     12 - 7

Saturday    12 - 7
Sunday     12 - 6

The Old Manor House, Church Avenue, Clapham LA2 8EQ    
Telephone 01524 805665 

SETTLE COUNTRY STORE
Agricultural Supplies

Animal Feed
Animal Health

Equestrian
Country Clothing

Fencing & Gate supplies
01729 815070

David: 07538 289866
Email: se�lecountrystore@outlook.com

11 Sowarth Field Ind. Estate, Se�le, BD24 9AF
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Nature notes
Time spent wandering over the moors or along the many 
footpaths and trails around the village can be quietly 
rewarding, offering easy opportunities to wind down and 
switch off, to reflect, to appreciate the peace and quiet of the 
countryside we’re lucky enough to have on our doorstep. 
There will be mud – at this time of year there’s always mud 
– and we may need our waterproofs, but even a walk in the 
rain is restorative. 

At this stage of winter, it sometimes seems that much 
of the natural world has wound down and switched off too; 
that nature is hunkering down, holding on, saving energy 
for the frenzy of spring. The trees are bare, hedges are 
sparse, and the fields have that tired, worn look about them. 
The only real activity seems to be focused on the sheep 
feeders: opportunist rooks, crows and jackdaws flocking 
noisily around the feet of a jostling crowd of pregnant ewes, 
determined to steal whatever they can.

And there’s the difference. Our winter walks are often 
motivated by a desire to off-set the guilty pleasures of the 
festive season. We’re hoping to shed a few pounds while 
every creature in the wild is frantically doing all it can to 
stop losing weight – just look at the chaotic air traffic around 
your garden feeders. 

A few days ago, I was lucky enough to witness a slightly 
unusual attempt to stave off winter hunger. It’s not often that 
you see a fox in the middle of the day, certainly not here in 
the Dales, so you can imagine my surprise when I caught 
a flash of rust red out of the corner of my eye and realised 
it was a fox in full-on hunting mode. Watching through my 
binoculars I saw it spend almost five minutes covering less 
than ten metres, moving exactly like a domestic cat tiptoeing 
silently towards a mouse. I had no idea what it was homing 
in on, but its patience and focus made it clear that whatever 
was in its sights was in dire straits. Then it pounced. And a 
snipe screeched into the air like a demented firework. The 
narrowest of narrow escapes. I swear that, even at a distance, 
I could see disappointment written on the fox’s face and in 
every fibre of its being as it slunk away out of sight into the 
long moor grass. Better luck after dark, perhaps?

The barn owl is another stealthy predator that tends to 
have more success once the sun has gone down. Breaking 
with convention, this winter at least one contrary individual 
has regularly been seen hunting throughout the day over 
Newby Moor and Hardacre Moss. At first, I assumed this 
must be an inexperienced youngster and I worried that it 
might struggle to find enough food to survive but, at the 
time of writing, we’re almost at the end of January and all 
seems well. In fact, barn owls generally seem to be thriving 
this year. Late in the afternoon earlier in the month, Tim 
Hutchinson and I were lucky enough to see no fewer than 
five of them hunting in the same area. Not great news for 
the local vole population!

I mentioned that bird feeders are much in demand at 
the moment; among the usual suspects, there have been 
lots of reports of bramblings, bullfinches and siskins being 
attracted to local gardens so do keep your eyes open for 
these colourful and very welcome winter visitors. If you put 
out fat balls for the birds, you may have been perplexed to 
discover that something has been demolishing them – greater 
spotted woodpeckers are the likely culprits and, judging by 
the level of ‘drumming’ around the village, there are plenty 
of them about.

Other notable sightings include blackcaps and the 
occasional chiffchaff while, a little further afield, Jess Hart 
spotted a flock of golden plovers and a snow bunting on 
Little Ingleborough, and large skeins of pink-footed geese 
and whooper swans have been seen passing overhead.

Finally, a big thank you to Sarah Smith, Jill Buckler, and 
the Sustainability Group for arranging an excellent curlew 
information-sharing meeting in Newby Chapel. These iconic 
birds, Britain’s biggest waders, will soon be returning to 
the Dales for the breeding season and, although this area is 
something of a stronghold for them, they still need all the 
help we can give them. 

Remember, if you have news of any interesting or 
unusual sightings in the Clapham area, please send me 
an email (bc.riverside28@gmail.com) drop a note into 2 
Eggshell Lane or simply stop and chat if you see me around 
the village. Photographs are always welcome and, as ever, 
I’ll continue to post notes on Twitter: @bc_riverside

Brian Christian

Barn owl coming in to land. 
Photo: Tim Hutchinson

Colourful garden visitor - male bullfinch. 
Photo: Brian Christian
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Dalesview Business Centre  
Old Road, Clapham LA2 8JH 

015242 51705 
www.airevalleyglass.co.uk 

Bridge Road, Sutton-in-Craven 
Keighley BD20 7ES 

01535 634788 
enquiries@airevalleyglass.co.uk 

PVC    |    Aluminium     |    Hardwood 

A Family firm established over 35 years, we supply 
and install top quality windows and doors in 

 PVC and Aluminium, as well as Composite Doors, 
Sliding Sash Windows, Bi-Fold Doors,  

Roofline & Conservatory Roofs 
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Is your child aged 3+?  Are you looking for Nursery provision locally? 
Bentham CP School has a Nursery class for children aged 3+, led by a qualified teacher 

15 hour Universal Funding available (9.00am-12.00noon every day) 
30 hour funded places available (9.00am—3.00pm every day, option to extend to 3.30pm) 

Transition to a Reception class in any school will be accommodated, including to Bentham CP School. 
Come and visit us in action 015242 61412 

Interim Headteacher: Mr T Hiley

Is your child aged 3+?  Are you looking for Nursery provision locally? 
Bentham CP School has a Nursery class for children aged 3+, led by a qualified teacher 

15 hour Universal Funding available (9.00am-12.00noon every day) 
30 hour funded places available (9.00am—3.00pm every day, option to extend to 3.30pm) 

Transition to a Reception class in any school will be accommodated, including to Bentham CP School. 
Come and visit us in action 015242 61412 

Interim Headteacher: Mr T Hiley

Read my mind - the answersDonations needed

1. Brown     Not one of the colours of the rainbow.
2. Gothic     The other three were famous liners.
3. Nightingale   Mary reads the news for ITV. The others 

work for BBC.
4. Anderson   All are England footballers except Jimmy, 

a fast bowler.
5. Mann    All Clapham dwellers except Sue who is a 

famous Newbian.
6. Hamlet  is a play.  The others are novels.
7. Orkney   Five are Hebridean islands.  Orkney is over 

200 miles away.
8. Pemaud   An anagram of  MADE UP.  The others are 

sauces/pastes.
9. Malpach   An anagram of  CLAPHAM.  The rest are 

towns in France.
10. Manitoba   is a Canadian state.  All others are in the 

USA. 

Thank you

(from quiz on page 7)

As you may know, over the last year Bethel Chapel and 
Clapham Village Store have been working together to 
support the Skipton Food Bank which covers the Craven 
area. The response we have received has been fantastic and 
many thanks go to all those who have made donations. 

We had a break over Christmas but, sadly, we feel that 
we need to revive the initiative. Figures from the Trussell 
Trust state that 14 million people in this country are living 
in poverty. Of these 4.5 million are children. The news about 
rising costs doesn’t suggest that these figures will fall in the 
short term so we will keep going. 

If you would like to support the Food Bank you can do 
this in two ways: 
• by putting your donations in the basket in the village 

shop. You don’t need to have bought your goods in the 
shop to do this. All donations are welcome if they are 
in date and are undamaged. We will take them to Bethel 
monthly. 

• alternatively, you can take them straight to Bethel Chapel 
in Cross Haw Lane. Donated items are collected monthly 
and taken to Skipton by volunteers. 

The next collection dates are:    
• Saturday, February 26th between 10:30a.m. and 12. 
• Saturday, March 26th between 10:30a.m. and 12. 

Once again, very many thanks for the way this community 
has supported this important initiative so far. 

Sue Mann 

It was great to see all of you who braved the miserable 
weather on Saturday 4th December to come and support 
Bentham Pet Rescue’s Christmas Fair. We raised a grand 
total of £513.92 thanks to your kind generosity. 

Looking forward to your company at our coffee mornings 
this year! All the best for 2022.

Kristen Bullock, 
on behalf of Bentham Pet Rescue

Farewell!
December 16 was the end of an era for us. We left Clapham 
after sixteen happy years to live near our younger daughter on 
the Isle of Man. When we arrived in Clapham we soon felt at 
home (despite being born and bred Southerners!) particularly 
as, with lockdown being in the far distant future, there were 
always events happening in the village - quizzes, poetry & 
prose, dominoes, etc. We were also in at the beginning of 
the establishment of the community-run shop and have been 
proud of the success of that venture.

We send our very best wishes to all our friends and 
acquaintances, and in the words of Vera Lynn, perhaps ‘we’ll 
meet again …’

Susan and Norman Stride

Thank you
A few weeks ago, I slipped on the ice* and broke my elbow. 
Since then, I have received so many cards, flowers, cakes, 
offers of help and kind wishes that I would like to say thank 
you to everyone for their thoughtfulness.

Barbara Marshall
* Beware the top corner of Eggshell Lane where water drains 
from the field near the gate. I can assure you that when it 
freezes it is lethal!
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• Tearoom  
serving lovely homemade food 

• Garden Centre 
• Reclamation Centre 
• Luxury Craft Courses 

 

Wigglesworth, BD23 4SN 
01729 840848 

www.BeAGardenMaker.co.uk 
Find us on the Settle to Sawley Road 

Kiln Dried Logs &
Smokeless Fuel

Pizza Logs &
BBQ Charcoal

Kindling &
Firelighters

Summer 
Fuels

Your local, friendly supplier of  
Winter & Summer fuels,  

Garden Soils, Barks & Composts

Officially 
‘Ready to  

Burn’

01524 812476 orders@logsdirect.co.uk

www.logsdirect.co.uk

Free local delivery (minimum order required)01524 227025
lancaster@greensleeves-uk.com

Get in touch to speak to one of our dedicated 
experts for a FREE lawn analysis

MAKE GREEN SPACE 
YOUR HAPPY PLACE

WE’LL HELP YOU
GET THE LAWN
OF YOUR DREAMS
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Village hall regular events 
Bowls 

Mondays 1.30pm - 4pm 
Jackie & David Kingsley  015242 51240 
jackieanddavid@yahoo.com 

Clapham & Austwick Guides & Brownies 
Mondays 
5pm - 6.30pm Brownies 
6.30pm - 8pm Guides 
Karen Fielding  07748 164409 
claphamandaustwickguides@hotmail.com 

Parish Council 
Tuesdays 7.30pm 
(4th Tue of the month) 
Nigel Harrison  015242 51165 
njhar@gmail.com 

Age UK 
Wednesdays 10.30am 
(1st Wed of the month) 
Brenda Pearce  015242 51816 
kenpearcela2@gmail.com 

Clapham Art Group 
Wednesdays (mornings) 
Linda Clemence  01729 823767 
linda.clemence@googlemail.com 

Computer/IT self-help group 
Wednesdays 7pm 
(1st Wed of the month) 
Andy Scott  015242 51749 
andy@station-hse.co.uk 

Clapham with Horton WI 
Wednesdays 7pm 
(2nd Wed of the month) 
Lorraine Wildman  015242 51219 

Yoga 
Thursdays and Fridays 
Contact Brooke for session timings 
Brooke Chenoweth 
yoga@braveenterprise.com 

Tai Chi 
Thursdays 9am - 10.30am 
Tony Bennet 
taichiqigongteacher@gmail.com 

Craft & Chat 
Thursdays 2pm - 4pm 
(1st & 3rd Thurs of the month) 
Chris Horsewill  015242 51716 
ajhnottm@gmail.com 

Sustainability Group  
Thursdays 7.30pm onwards 
(1st Thurs of the month) 
Jill Buckler  
jillbuckler@me.com 

 

Village hall news
Just as we began to return to a sense of normality in the hall, 
along came the Omicron variant of Covid and knocked us 
back. A number of planned events had to be rescheduled 
or cancelled in the run up to Christmas and the New Year 
and, sadly, the long anticipated performance of Jack and the 
Beanstalk had to be dropped at short notice when there was 
an outbreak of the virus amongst the cast. 

On the plus side, our Regular Events are shaping up 
a bit more – see the listing adjacent to this report. Yoga 
has moved to Thursdays and Fridays and we have a new 
Computer Support Group which will be meeting on the first 
Wednesday of every month. We are beginning to consider 
the return of some of our popular community events, such as 
the Domino Drive and the Quiz Night, for later in the year. 
We also hope to put something on to celebrate the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee this summer.

We are just starting to work alongside the Parish Council 
to explore the possibility of using the hall as a community 
emergency hub for times of need. We opened our doors to 
provide a haven during the awful power cuts that resulted 
from Storm Arwen - a chance for those without electricity 
to congregate and keep warm, get a hot drink, or simply 
recharge their phones or laptops. Luckily, the hall’s own 
supply was largely unaffected for this period but that might 
not always be the case. Therefore, we hope to be working 
with the council to consider installing a generator.

Angie Martin, 
Village Hall Secretary

Group treads pastures new
In spite of hiccups and coronavirus Clapham Lecture Group 
narrowly managed to finish the autumn’s series of lectures 
before the safety curtain dropped again. The virus turned 
the 2021 AGM planned for May into an on/off event which 
was postponed to June and eventually took place on 14 
September. There were also doubts about which venue would 
be available. 

In the end all was well. The season’s programme was 
varied and full of interest. The themes could be summarised 
as ‘home and away’, with generously illustrated lectures 
dealing with travel to the South Pacific, to Pitcairn Island 
and Mutiny on the Bounty, St. Helena and Napoleon’s exile, 
Easter Island and the real Robinson Crusoe, finishing our 
travels with a virtual trip to the Antarctic on the heels of 
Scott & Shackleton and a look at space travel in the 1960s.

The ‘home’ theme was represented by three long-
awaited lectures about farming and estate management in 
the Dales, Clapham’s home ground, brought right up to date 
by touching on problems of global warming and Brexit. Less 
parochial were a lecture on post war racial prejudice in the 
USA following the recruiting of ethnic minority troops and, 
as light relief, an erudite sampling of Scottish whiskies.

So, there was something for almost everyone. 
Here’s looking forward to yet more variety, interest, and 
entertainment in the autumn of 2022 – don’t miss it!

Ken Pearce    
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The Rotary Club of Settle

We are a small group of like-minded people who want to 
make a difference in our local community, nationally and 
the wider world. 

The Rotary motto is "Service above Self" and our Club 
was founded back in 1929.

Locally our regular events include our popular Santa's 
Grotto at the Settle Lights Switch-on and the Santa Collection 
round all the local area. This involves 3 weeks of Santa in 
his Sleigh and a group of Elves knocking on doors asking 
for donations. This year we survived the windiest Switch-on 
to give presents out to 150 children, and thanks to a lot of 
willing volunteer elves and Santas from the local community, 
the collection raised a record amount of £5845 which is 
all earmarked for local good causes like Village Halls and 
Schools, Scouts, Swimming Pool, local young people and 
the sponsorship of this edition of the Clapham and District 
Newsletter etc.

Nationally we are part of Rotary in Great 
Britain and Ireland which has 1700 Clubs, and 
we support National Charities like Prostate 
Cancer UK and Marie Curie. In normal times 
we collect for Marie Curie and also run an 
annual Blood-pressure Day. Our annual 
Merry-go-Round (a "safari" supper with a 
3-course meal in 3 different local hotels) was 
not possible in 2021 and we have reluctantly 
decided to cancel for Feb 2022. We hope we 
can start this again in 2023.

Internationally Rotary has 2.1 million members in 
33,000 Clubs in over 200 countries (and as a Rotarian you are 
welcome to visit any Club worldwide). We support charities 
like Mary's Meals and Shelter Box, which work worldwide, 
and also KASIN, a locally based charity that supports 
education in remote villages in Nepal. Our Settle Saunter 
in June involved nearly 300 people running, walking, (or 

even sauntering), round 10km, 13 or 23 mile routes locally, 
and raised £7000 some of which has been donated to the 
Cave Rescue Organisation (CRO) and the Victoria Hall. The 
remainder is focused on international need. £2000 has been 
put into Lendwithcare (www.lendwithcare.org) and, through 
that, we are currently making small loans to small-scale 
entrepreneurs in Peru, Malawi and Vietnam.

Through Rotary's own charity, Foundation, we have 
donated every year to the challenge of eliminating Polio 
worldwide, a project that Rotary started in 1985 and which 
has since been joined by the WHO, Gates Foundation, and 
many others: there were only 5 cases of polio in the whole 
world in 2021.

During the pandemic we have been able to meet on 
Zoom, which has enabled us to have speakers from the USA, 
Germany and France, as well as many charities that would 
not have been able to visit us in person. 

When possible, we meet on the 2nd 
and 4th Thursday of each month, from 
6.30pm, at The Royal Oak, Settle, where 
a two-course meal is usually followed by a 
brief period for club business, after which 
we will have a speaker who is either a guest 
or a club member. Meetings are relaxed 
and friendly with little formality. Visitors 
are always welcome at any meeting and the 
programme and details of speakers is usually 
on our website (www.settlerotary.org.uk) 

where contact details can be found.If you are interested in 
coming along one night, with no commitment, contact me 
on 01729 822445 / dhblackburne@btinternet.com or any 
other Rotarian.

David Blackburne, 
Secretary

Santa visiting the local area
Photo: Rotary Club of Settle


