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Wake up and smell the coffee!
The word we hear most often, in conjunction with the 
Ingleborough Estate, is “complex”. Ask a straightforward 
question or give a view and the response is usually “it’s 
complex,” or “it’s a bit more complicated than that”.  

There are so many different perspectives and points of 
view, passions and personal interests. There are so many 
rules, ever-changing regulations and directives, knowns 
and unknowns, possibilities and probabilities, accounts and 
balances, things on the surface and things underground! 
Sometimes life feels 
like an overstuffed 
cupboard – open the 
door and the whole 
lot falls out on your 
head. You then 
spend hours sorting 
it out and putting it 
back, only to find 
you wished you’d 
arranged it slightly 
differently!

O f  c o u r s e , 
things change. 
P r o g r e s s  i s 
necessary, but so 
is perspective and 
preservation. The 
Sawmill project is a 
good example and will open, fingers crossed, in mid-July. 
The emphasis has been on maintaining and celebrating 
the history and heritage of the building, to allow visitors 
to enjoy good food and coffee while sitting amongst the 
machinery and artefacts of yesteryear (including a vast array 
of weird and wonderful-looking implements that have been 
meticulously cleaned and preserved for display). Putting 
together the history of the sawmill has resulted in some 

fascinating finds: old letters from the 1890s with details 
of the early light and power plans for the village, details 
on the specifications of turbines and dynamo flywheels, 
and some odd snippets of random information that might 
have gone better unread … who knew, for example, that the 
chainsaw was invented to “assist” childbirth and was used 
in this capacity long before it was put into use on trees? 

And talking of childbirth (thankfully unassisted by 
chainsaws), how wonderful to be welcoming so many new 

babies and children 
to the village and, 
indeed, new residents 
of all ages. With the 
challenges of the last 
few years, family 
and community 
have been incredibly 
important and we are 
lucky to live where 
we do. There have 
been many causes 
for celebration and 
the success of local 
bus inesses  has 
been notable, with 
Growing with Grace, 
Glencroft and the 
Community Shop 

all getting to the finals of prestigious awards. There are, 
of course, many more unsung or unseen heroes who seem 
to work tirelessly yet still find time to organise events, run 
committees and give their energy, in so many ways, for the 
benefit of the community. Where possible, the Farrer Family 
Trust aims to provide financial support and has been happy to 
donate to a number of local causes and is always interested 
to hear about new projects.

Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee Edition.
This issue sponsored by the Ingleborough Estate.

Work underway in the sawmill as its conversion proceeds.

(continued on p3)
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Welcome to your newsletter
Welcome to the June edition. 

This edition is filled with news, articles, notices and 
pictures about Clapham and the surrounding area. 

Thank you to our sponsors and all who have taken time 
to submit this content, your efforts are much appreciated.

If you would like to contribute in any way to the August 
edition, please do get in touch with news, pictures, views or 
announcements. Our email address is:

claphamnewsletter@gmail.com
The Newsletter Committee

Newsletter information
Editions are produced for February, April, June, August, 
October and December. The next edition will be produced 
for August.  Deadline: 20 July.
Articles 
If you want to submit an article it should be c250 words 
and, if possible, accompanied by a high resolution photo (at 
least 300 dpi). Please note we reserve the right to edit copy. 
Contact Andy: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com
Advertising and Sponsorship
Advertising rates start from £10. We are able to print in 
colour thanks to sponsors. We would love to hear from you 
if you, or your business, would like to advertise or sponsor 
colour printing.
Contact Judith: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

Distribution
If the printed edition is usually delivered to your home and 
you haven’t received one by the 5th of the publication month 
– please collect a copy from one of our distribution points: 
Clapham Village Store, the porch at St James’ Church 
Clapham, the porch at St Matthew’s Church Keasden, 
Newby Methodist Church. Distribution points will have 
copies available at the beginning of every publication month. 
If you would like to help with distribution where you live 
– please get in touch.
Contact Andy: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com
Website
For ongoing news updates and more see: 
clapham-news.net

August 2022 edition
Deadline date: 20th July

Email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

WWiitthh  wwaarrmm  jjuubbiilleeee  wwiisshheess  ttoo  aallll  oouurr  ccuussttoommeerrss  aanndd  vvoolluunntteeeerrss

We are open throughout the Jubilee Bank Holiday

Summer Opening Hours 
Monday to Friday: 8.30am – 5.30pm 
Saturday & Sunday: 8.30am – 3.30pm

Main Street, Clapham, LA2 8DP
Tel: 015242 51524

Email: info@claphamvillagestore.co.uk 
Web: claphamvillagestore.co.uk
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In some ways, it has also been a 
stormy couple of years. Storm Arwen 

was excessively unfriendly, and Eunice wasn’t so nice either. 
Huge thanks to all those that 
helped in the clear-up and various 
rescue missions involving large 
trees and people with no power. 
Swaying trees brought further 
destruction to stone walls and 
the long and painstaking process 
of reconstruction is now well 
underway. 

Returning some of the 
woodland to its former glory 
will take time – centuries even 
– but work has begun, and 
trees continue to be planted 
and replaced. Sincere thanks 
to Yorkshire Dales National Park and Yorkshire Dales 
Millennium Trust for their support and grant funding for 
planting and protecting new trees between the top of the 
Nature Trail and Trow Gill and along the Old Road towards 
Austwick. Also, to the Parish Council and all the volunteers 
for a really joyful day of tree planting at Toll Bar. There’s 
also a lot of work going into woodland management to 
ensure the best chance for our wooded areas to stay healthy, 
sustainable and doing their job for the environment. This 
is not without its challenges, but we are doing our best 

Wake up and smell the coffee!
to minimise inconvenience for residents of the wider 
neighbourhood and visitors alike. 

The rhododendrons on the trail have been beautiful this 
year and there’s some exciting 
work in progress to ensure that 
this important collection is 
properly catalogued and cared 
for. A team of experts and 
enthusiasts are helping with this, 
and some “judicious clearing” 
will be carried out alongside 
the obliteration of ponticum - a 
rhododendron which is a bit of 
a thug and harbours disease - in 
short, a plant we do not like! 
More experts and enthusiasts 
have been working hard on 
surveying and conserving our 

local population of wading birds, particularly curlew and 
lapwing. 

Now, more than ever, responsible human beings are 
becoming more and more conscious of the need to be a 
custodian of community, place and environment for future 
generations. Now, more than ever, this involves balance and 
collaboration, engagement and commitment. The Estate, as 
one part of our local community, continues to do everything 
it can to play its part … however complex and complicated! 

Philip & Maria Farrer

Clapham Lecture Group held its AGM on Tuesday 10th 
May. Ken Pearce summarised the previous season’s very 
varied and well-
received programme 
and outlined the plans 
for the season to come. 
The finances are in a 
healthy state and the 
group voted to donate 
some surplus funds to 
worthy causes. Whilst 
both Judith Dawson 
and Jeanne Carr were 
prepared to continue as 
Treasurer and Secretary 
respectively, Ken had 
already announced at 
the last AGM that it was 
his intention to retire 
from the chair this time 
around. Consequently, 
I was appointed to the 
role and Ken agreed to continue as vice-chair. Ken was 
thanked for his service over many years and given a small 
gift to mark his retirement.

The group was then led on a tour of the night sky 
through the seasons by our guest lecturer Pete Collins. 

Lecture group AGM
Pete’s particular interest is in night sky photography and his 
lecture was illustrated throughout by his work, particularly 

pictures that he had 
taken in the local area. 
We covered everything 
from galaxies to the 
aurora, constellations 
to meteors, and the 
paths of both stars and 
the milky way across 
the sky over the course 
of a year. Pete had also 
brought along some 
examples of his work 
for sale, and these 
were eagerly snapped 
up – he said he hadn’t 
expected to sell so 
many greetings cards!

To finish, I’d like 
to offer my personal 
thanks to Ken for the 

way he has run the group over the years. He’ll be a hard act 
to follow, and I’m delighted that he is continuing as vice-
chair because his guidance will be invaluable to me. And 
he can keep me on the straight and narrow! 

Andy Scott

Orion rising over Ingleborough. 
Photo: Pete Collins

Felled diseased ash and the new plantings on the route up to the cave.

(continued from p1) 
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SSeettttllee
CChhiimmnneeyy  SSwweeeepp  
SSeerrvviicceess
9 Prospect Terrace, 
Settle, BD24 9BL

Tel: 01729 823683 
Mobile: 07815 285321

Email: settlechimneysweeps@outlook.com

Home Barn Foods

Outside catering for all events

Lucy Knowles
Fiach Cottage, Feizor, Austwick, LA2 8DF 

07738 922524

Telephone: 015242 51502
Email: davidinclapham@googlemail.com

Domestic (Denise): 07577 620812  Estate (David): 07974 972615

**************
Cottontail Crafts

“a paradise for crafters”

16 Duke Street Settle North Yorkshire BD24 9DN
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Sue & Steve Amphlett

www.cottontailcrafts.co.uk
sue@cottontailcrafts.co.uk

01729 822946

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organic Market Garden - Bakery  
Farm Shop - Home Delivery 

    
www.growingwithgrace.org.uk 015242 51723 

 

Open 10am-5pm (closed Sundays & Mondays) 
 
  
 

A65 Clapham – Follow the carrots! 

 

Offering group
and private classes

in Clapham and
Settle. Outdoors,

indoors, and
online. 

W W W . B R A V E Y O G A Y O R K S H I R E . C O M
Y O G A @ B R A V E E N T E R P R I S E . C O M

Yoga for every body...
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Parish Council news
The Parish Council met on the evening of 26th April 2022, 
with seven members of the public in attendance.

The police report was read to the meeting. This set out 
details of fifteen matters that had required police attention 
in the period between 20th March and 24th April 2022, 
including the theft of 30 sheep, theft of a parcel and a lost cat.

Highways matters were considered. The clerk was asked 
to report potholes on Keasden Road, extending down as far as 
Calterber Bridge on Station Road, to North Yorkshire County 
Council. The clerk was also asked to report a missing village 
sign from Clapham and 
erosion, potentially 
affecting Reebys Lane, 
by Keasden Beck.

It was noted that 
work to replace a 
capping stone on 
a marker post by 
Mafeking Bridge in 
Clapham and to repair 
the notice board in 
Newby was still to be 
completed.

In relat ion to 
ongoing issues, the 
Council received details 
of prices for generators 
operable by means 
of tractor power take-off. It deferred further discussion 
pending feedback from Clapham cum Newby Village Hall 
Committee. 

Councillor Ann Sheridan gave an update on the 
Neighbourhood Planning initiative, indicating that the results 
of a housing-needs survey are still awaited and that there 
is to be an application for further funding of the initiative. 

Regarding the climate emergency and environmental 
matters, the Council received details of progress on curlew 
protection. It was also informed of plans for the Sustainability 
Group to hold a further event concentrating on the issue of 
insulation.

There were discussions about the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee. Plans to install benches and an information board 
in the newly replanted Toll Bar wood were agreed. It was 
noted that there would be likely to be funds available from 
the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust for this purpose. 
Councillor John Dawson undertook to liaise with Ingleton 
Parish Council about the proposed beacon at the summit 
of Ingleborough and preliminary arrangements were made 
with regard to the tea-party to be held at Hall Garth on 5th 
June 2022.

In relation to planning matters, the Council raised 
concerns over the colour of stone to be used on a proposed 
track on Burnmoor. It had no objections to the proposed 
removal of black paint from mullioned windows at Chapel 
house, Newby, and indicated its strong support for the 
installation of solar panels at Clapham Community Shop. 
The Council noted that a variation of conditions concerning (continued on p7)

tree protection in connection with a development at Hammon 
Head Hall had been approved by Craven District Council, 
and that an application in connection with proposed 
development at the former allotment site in Clapham had 
been withdrawn.

The Council had received an email from a parishioner 
suggesting that, in the altered circumstances of the parish 
since the closure of Clapham School, consideration should 
be given to its re-opening. The parishioner concerned had 
already corresponded with Councillor David Ireton of North 

Yorkshire County 
Council. The Parish 
Council indicated its 
support in principle 
while recognising that 
further information in 
support of any such 
suggestion would 
be required before it 
could be progressed.

W i t h  s o m e 
sadness it was noted 
that this was to be 
the last meeting at 
which Councillor 
Gerald Kay would 
be present as a Parish 
Councillor, given that 

he had decided not to stand for election on 5th May 2022. 
Councillor Colin Price conveyed the thanks of the Parish 
Council to Councillor Kay for his many years of service 
to the Council and the local community and remarked that 
his common-sense approach, practical help, and sense of 
humour would be greatly missed.

The Parish Council met on the evening of 24th May 
2022, and held two meetings with four members of the 
public in attendance. The Council's annual meeting was held 
first, followed immediately by its ordinary monthly meeting. 

At the Annual Meeting, Councillors’ declarations of 
acceptance of office were received following the election 
on 5th May, 2022. Councillor Colin Price was re-elected as 
Chairman and Councillor John Dawson was re-elected as 
Vice-Chairman. The other two Councillors elected on 5th 
May were Councillor Ann Sheridan and Councillor Diane 
Elphinstone.

At the conclusion of the annual meeting, the Council 
proceeded to its ordinary meeting. There having been only 
four candidates for election on 5th May, Maria Farrer was 
co-opted onto the Council to fill one of the two unfilled seats. 

As usual, public participation was invited at the outset of 
the meeting. Matters discussed were the use of Thwaite Lane 
by apparently unauthorised vehicles (the Council indicating 
that it had no objection to signage purporting to prohibit 
unauthorised vehicles) and the leaking guttering above the 
notice board on the Millennium Trust building which is to 
be taken up via the Ingleborough Estate. 
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We cover all aspects of: 
• Groundwork
• Forestry
• Agricultural

contracting

• Fencing
• Mole ploughing
• 10-ton winch

tractor

We also hire out machines such as: 
• Diggers
• Dumpers

• Rollers

Contact us for a free, no obligation quote! 
Michael Johnson: 07815500442 
Michael@jandnservices.co.uk 

Amy@jandnservices.co.uk 

www.jandnservices.co.uk 
Like us on 

Facebook at: J and N Services 
Instagram: @jandn_services 

photo printing

banners, signs &
cut vinyl decals

posters & large
photo prints

20 STATION ROAD • SETTLE • BD24 9AA 

TEL: 01729 823990

hello@iprintshop.co.uk      
www.iprintshop.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL
DESIGN & PRINTSHOP

Call us on 07876 205361 or email 
andrew@septictanksnorthwest.co.uk 

BESPOKE SOLUTION, SERVICE  
& INSTALLATION FOR EVERY SITE

ASSURED QUALITY &  
RELIABILITY EVERY TIME

Septic tanks
Sewage treatment systems
Soak aways
Drainage fields
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Parish Council news

For more information on the work of the 
Clapham cum Newby Parish Council please 
click on the Parish Council information link at  
www.claphamyorkshire.co.uk. 
The next meetings of the Council will be on Tuesdays 28th 
June & 26th July 2022 at 7.30pm at Clapham Village Hall. 
The Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer Nigel 
Harrison can be contacted by email: njhar1957@gmail.com 
or telephone: 015242 51165.

(continued from p5)
Walking rugby update

If you thought the rugby season was over – well it isn’t! 
We are pleased to say that our walking rugby continues 
to be played every Friday afternoon (weather and pitch 
allowing) from 3.30pm to 4.30pm on the North Ribblesdale 
RUFC pitch. This is at Grove Park Gardens, opposite Lower 
Greenfoot Car Park in Settle.

We have managed to play most Fridays since our group 
started in June last year, even through the winter season, 
with thanks to North Ribblesdale who allowed us to play 
on their floodlit pitch.

I, personally, have always been a fair-weather participant 
of any outdoor sport but to my amazement have found 
myself playing rugby not only in the rain but also through 
the odd snow shower. We have, however, most weeks been 
very lucky with the weather and with the bar open on some 
Fridays after we finish play, it’s been a good way to end the 
week, especially when the sun comes out.

Our group has grown in numbers, and we have a good 
mix of ages and gender. We are beginning to play – or trying 
to play – to the rules under the guidance of our coach Lee 
Shaw! We have been approached by several other walking 
rugby groups who want to have friendly games against us, 
and we have signed up for a fun day at Kendal RUFC at 
the end of July.

If you want to find out more then come along and join 
us. We can guarantee that you will be made very welcome. 
Feel free to contact me on 01729 823066 or via email at 
cwilson@ageuknorthcraven.org

Caroline Wilson, 
Age UK North Craven, 

Day Activities Co-ordinator 

Thank you
This is a heartfelt thank you from me to all the friends in 
Clapham who have sent cards and messages and who have 
also been supporting Ken. It is quite overwhelming, and we 
are both so grateful and feel very fortunate to live in lovely 
caring Clapham. They are waiting for another three weeks 
to decide what to do to me, depending on how the healing 
goes, so I shall not be running up Ingleborough in the near 
future. With love and very best wishes to everybody from 
Brenda and Ken.    

Brenda Pearce

A police report was read to the meeting. This set out 
details of six matters that had required police attention in 
the period between 25th April and 21st May, 2022 including 
a diesel spillage on theA65 and a road-traffic collision at 
Green Close Bridge.

Highways matters were considered, the clerk being 
asked to report a leaking water main on Keasden Road, 
trees growing out of the stonework on Wenning Bridge, a 
damaged give way sign on the A65 at Newby, defaced no 
parking signs on the verges in Clapham and a landslip on 
Reeby’s Lane to the relevant authorities

Councillor Ann Sheridan gave an update with regard 
to the Neighbourhood Planning initiative indicating that 
the housing needs survey has now been received and that a 
planning consultant has been approached to draw together 
the available material.

With regard to climate emergency and environmental 
matters, the Council was informed that the Sustainability 
Group is considering joining forces with other like-minded 
groups and will be joining a steering group to work towards 
that end. The Sustainability Group is looking to focus on a 
particular project and is in the preliminary stages of looking 
into the provision of charging points for electric cars.

Councillor Colin Price was nominated to join the 
management committee of Clapham cum Newby Village 
Hall.

With regard to the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, the Council 
accepted a conditional grant offer from the Yorkshire 
Dales Millennium Trust for provision of benches and an 
information board in the recently re-planted Toll Bar Wood. 
It was also noted that the beacon being lit at the summit of 
Ingleborough by Ingleton Parish Council will now be lit at 
9.45 pm on 2nd June, 2022.

The Council received the results of its internal audit 
and completed the process for its Annual Governance and 
Accountability review. The period for the exercise of public 
rights was fixed between 13th June and 22nd July 2022.

In relation to planning matters, the Council supported 
an application for the installation of solar panels at High 
Hazel Barn. It also noted that approval had been given by 
the relevant planning authorities for construction of an 
outbuilding and log store at the Old Manor House, Clapham, 
for an outside seating area and other developments at the 
New Inn and for the installation of solar panels at Clapham 
Community Shop.
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Day Nursery & Pre-School, Ingleton  

 Open 7am – 6.30pm Mon – Fri 

 All Staff Paediatric First Aid trained  

 Places for children age 3 months – 
8 years  

 French, music and dance sessions  

 Before and After school Clubs  

 

 

FFuunnddeedd  
PPllaacceess  

aavvaaiillaabbllee    

1155  &&  3300  
HHoouurrss  

    

 

Call: 01524 241903 for more information     info@kidzdaynursery.co.uk 
www.kidzdaynursery.co.uk 

 

       UNIT 2, SOWARTH FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SETTLE, BD24 9AG           
        0011772299  882255112222    

       7 DUKE STREET, SETTLE, BD24 9DU                                 
       info@peterallenflooring.co.uk  www.peterallenflooring.co.uk 

WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

  Domestic & Commercial Flooring 

 Amtico and Karndean Design Showroom 

 Ted Todd Engineered Wood Flooring 

 Large Bed Showroom 

 Rugs.   

 Made to Measure Blinds 

 Bespoke Furniture, Harris Tweed/Abraham Moon 

 Solid Oak & Pine Furniture 

 Gifts for the Home 
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Church news
John’s notes: Digging a plot is 
changing the world
Christian Aid tell us that “For the first 
time in a generation, global poverty 
is rising”. We can see this clearly in 
the increasing number of people we 
know using our local foodbanks, and 
of today’s news reports that two in 
five people in the UK are buying less 
food because of the rapid rise in the 

cost of living. This connects us with people like Jessica 
Mwedzi whose Zimbabwean village has been impoverished 
by increasing drought in recent years: as we understand 
that hunger here in our villages and towns is caused by 
changes in economic policies and business trade practices, 
we likewise realise that Jessica’s family’s hunger is also 
the consequence of deliberate decisions made by powerful 
people outside their community over the years, which have 
increased inequality and contributed to the literally burning 
issue – global warming – which affects us all.

Whilst there is still a big overall wealth gap between 
Zimbabwean people and ourselves (inviting our charitable 
giving), right now there may just be more of a sense that we 
are all in this together; and that whilst people like Jessica 
do benefit from our charity (and thank you if you gave to 
Christian Aid this year), people like us could learn from 
her, in the way she has applied herself to using what small 
resources she has (drought-resistant seeds) to produce a 
harvest of valuable food for her family. 

Self-sufficient growing is not new, of course – our local 
Sustainability Group has long been exploring it, and it was 
widely practised in the UK within living memory – but 
it's increasingly part of conversations here, and in towns 
and cities and across the world. You may have practical 
wisdom to share with your neighbours about this from years 
of practice – or you may be looking to learn. 

The prophet Jeremiah wrote in a situation where his 
people had been devastated by imperial attacks, followed by 
famine and deadly pestilence sweeping thought the land. His 
book is an “honest and raw expression of a national crisis, 
which affected individuals in very concrete ways”. (Juliana 
Claassens) He expresses the people’s traumas having been 
“uprooted and torn down, destroyed and overthrown” - but 
then introduces to them the idea that it is time to “build 
and to plant” (Jeremiah 1). Rather than retreat in despair, 
awaiting devastation, Jeremiah bought a field, as a sign he 
was holding out for a brighter future.

Trying to think of how to change the world for the 
better for both Jessica and ourselves may overwhelm us. 
But digging a plot, planting some seeds, yielding a modest 
crop: it’s not only a practical way to respond to our present 
crises, but it’s a prophetic one.

Revd John Davies
john.davies@leeds.anglican.org

The Vicarage, Clapham Road, Austwick, LA2 8BE
01524 805928

Notes from a small vicar: bit.ly/johndavies-talks

Anglican Services (All Sundays except where stated)
June
Platinum Jubilee Services
Thursday 2nd - 6.00pm Keasden
5th: 9.30 Austwick & 11.00 Clapham
12th: 9.30 Austwick  & 11.00 Keasden: Holy Communion
19th: 9.30 Austwick & 11.00 Clapham: Holy Communion
6.30 Eldroth Evening Prayer  
26th: 9.30 Austwick Holy Communion; 7.00 Keasden 
Evening Service  
July
3rd: 9.30 Eldroth & 11.00 Clapham: Holy Communion  
10th: 9.30 Austwick & 11.00 Keasden: Holy Communion  
17th: 9.30 Austwick & 11.00 Clapham: Holy Communion
6.30 Eldroth Evening Prayer  
24th: 9.30 Austwick Holy Communion; 7.00 Keasden 
Evening Service  
31st: 10.30 Keasden Messy/Forest Church; 7.00 New Inn, 
Clapham Church in the Pub (tbc)
Some details may change, check our Weekly Newsletters for 
up-to-date information (copies available in church porches 
or at bit.ly/churches-newsletter)

Methodist Church, The Green, Newby
Services are usually taking place on second Sundays of the 
month at 11am and fourth Sundays at 2pm. 
We hold a coffee morning each Thursday 10.30am to 12.00 
noon, a great way to meet new friends. Details available 
from Revd Stephen Caddy on 015242 61257 or by email: 
Stephen.f.caddy@gmail.com

Bethel Chapel, Cross Haw Lane, Clapham
Sunday services at 11am and 6.30pm.
Clapham Tots every Friday 9.30am-11am. 
kmotion (primary school ages) 6pm & Encounter (secondary 
school ages) 7.30pm fortnightly on Fridays. 
Prayer meeting Monday at 7.30pm. 
Bible study every other Tuesday at 7.30pm. 
2nd June: 2pm Afternoon Tea & Flower demonstration with 
Ruthie Woodhouse. 
3rd June: 10am-12 Coffee morning, Cake stall, children’s 
activities and Paul Curwin will be balloon modelling. 
23rd June: 7.30pm  Coffee evening with the Longton Family 
25th June: 10am Coffee, Cakes & Chat with Foodbank drop 
off 
10-14th August: Sportsreach Soccer & Netball School.  
Visit us on Facebook or our Bethel Chapel website:  
www.bethelchapelclapham.org

Catholic Church - Bentham and Settle
St Boniface, Robin Lane, Bentham, LA2 7AB
Usual service times: Sun: 9:15am, Wed & Fri: 10:00am
St Mary & St Michael’s, Tillman Close, Settle, BD24 9RA
Usual service times: Saturday Vigil: 5:30pm
Sun: 11:15am, Tues & Thurs: 10:00 am
Parish Priest: Father Frank Smith, Phone: 01729 822525  
Email: stboniface@dioceseofleeds.org.uk 
Website: www.ssmaryandmichael.co.uk 
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A FREE service for people of all ages who are unable to get to the 
library or carry books themselves. Standard print,large print,DVDs,
audio.

Books and more delivered to your door 

Settle Community Home Library Service

We look forward to hearing from you.

Kath Cochrane:     kjcochrane70@gmail.com               07974366641
Margaret Gray :     ianandmargaretgray@hotmail.com 07969876882

 
Settle Library:  homelibraryservice@settlelibrary.org.uk

Kiln Dried Logs &
Smokeless Fuel

Pizza Logs &
BBQ Charcoal

Kindling &
Firelighters

Summer 
Fuels

Your local, friendly supplier of  
Winter & Summer fuels,  

Garden Soils, Barks & Composts

Officially 
‘Ready to  

Burn’

01524 812476 orders@logsdirect.co.uk

www.logsdirect.co.uk

Free local delivery (minimum order required)

Clapham Sustainability Group 
Reduce, Repair, Reuse, Recycle 

Clapham’s 7th GIVE and TAKE 
will be held on 

Saturday 25th June 2022, 10.00am – 12 noon 
in Clapham Village Hall. 

Also present for the morning will be 
KingSharp Lake District 

Mobile Sharpening Service. 

For more information, especially about what you can and 
can’t bring, please refer to the explanatory leaflet  

with this issue of the Newsletter.  

Our event is supported by a Clapham Community Shop 
Community Fund grant for which the Group is very 

grateful. 
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Then and now

This pair of photos of Riverside were taken almost 120 years 
apart and, at first sight, little has changed in the interim. 
Closer inspection of the Now image, however, reveals quite a 
number of subtle changes: chimney stacks have been altered 
(and, in one case, removed), multi-paned windows have been 

replaced, and a porch has been added. TV aerials now sprout 
above the skyline and a car is parked outside – symbols of 
our time – though the presence of the bicycle and mangle 
still hark back to a previous era.

Andy Scott

Yorkshire Dales cycling sportive

Le Petit Depart cycling sportive is back for its seventh year 
on Sunday 5 June, celebrating some of the very best cycling 
in the Yorkshire Dales. The event is run by friendly and 
knowledgeable volunteers from Skipton Cycling Club (SCC) 
and has a proven track record, having been attended by more 
than 3,400 cyclists in previous years. After two years off due 
to Covid, organisers are aiming to pull out all the stops to 
deliver another memorable cycling celebration through the 
spectacular dales countryside.

Cyclists can choose from two fantastic routes, both 
starting and finishing at Craven Cattle Mart, Skipton:

• 80 Mile Challenge – follows a significant part of 
the 2014 Tour de France stage 1 & 2019 UCI World 
Championship routes, with 3 climbs and 4 dales.

• 38 Mile Scenic – a relatively flat route (just 1 
or 2 hills!), past Bolton Abbey and through the 
magnificent Upper Wharfedale valley. This route 
is a favourite with the club, and it also featured in 
the Grand Depart.

Pre-booking is essential at: https://lpd.skipton.cc

The event will raise vital funds for Sue Ryder Manorlands 
Hospice in Oxenhope to support their services providing 
expert palliative care, advice and support for local people 
who are living with life-limiting conditions, as well as 
supporting their families. 

The Bruce Dinsmore Team Challenge trophy will 
be awarded to the team with the best average speed, in 
memory of the former SCC member who was instrumental 
in founding Le Petit Depart. 

Sarah Pettifer

A spring saunter

At the end of April, a good crowd assembled at Keasden 
Church to saunter across the fields towards Wenningside. 
Graham Taylor led the walk and answered lots of questions 
about farming. Hot drinks and cakes were enjoyed by all. 
We look forward to another evening stroll in the not-too-
distant future.

Angela Peach

Postcard: Courtesy of George Greenbank Photo: Andy Scott
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Dalesview Business Centre  
Old Road, Clapham LA2 8JH 

015242 51705 
www.airevalleyglass.co.uk 

Bridge Road, Sutton-in-Craven 
Keighley BD20 7ES 

01535 634788 
enquiries@airevalleyglass.co.uk 

PVC    |    Aluminium     |    Hardwood 

A Family firm established over 35 years, we supply 
and install top quality windows and doors in 

 PVC and Aluminium, as well as Composite Doors, 
Sliding Sash Windows, Bi-Fold Doors,  

Roofline & Conservatory Roofs 
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Bard in the Yard
On the evening of 9th April, the Village Hall was host to the 
Bard in the Yard. This show featured a bemused Shakespeare 
suffering writer's block. He pondered the difficulties of the 
times (his and ours) due to plague, the powers that be etc., 
and relived some of his greatest successes. We were treated 
to an excellent performance from Kaya – her warmth, energy 
and talent gave life and power to some of the best-known 
passages from plays and poems. 

The second half of the event featured a fun quiz 
excellently prepared and presented by our very own quiz-
master-extraordinaire Stuart Marshall (and not forgetting 
his glamorous assistant, Barbara). Stuart somehow managed 
to weave a Shakespearean theme throughout his questions 
and conducted the quiz with good humour despite the 
usual barracking and point-scoring arguments from the 
participants! No arguments from my table of course because 
we won, probably due to the fact that two of our team were 
young enough to be forced to pay some attention to the Bard, 
being of school age.  

The audience, whose ages ranged from almost 11 to 80 
plus, went home happy and possibly knowing slightly more 
about Shakespeare than they did a few hours earlier. 

Thanks to all who came along and supported the event.
Kathy Hall

What’s cooking?

Cyclists enjoy a stir fry outside the village shop. 
Photo: David Kingsley

Scandimoot in May – together again!

Returning to Clapham was a huge pleasure for us all at 
Scandimoot.  I think we all went round wearing silly smiles 
at the sheer joy of being here again after two years of 
Covidisation, and it wouldn’t have mattered what the event 
had been like.  In fact, it was utterly wonderful, possibly the 
best ever in some respects, though it’s hard to be objective 
as we were all so delighted to see each other, play music and 
dance together, and be in Clapham once more.

The artists were all from Sweden and (except for Mats 
Berglund who had come to Settle about 20 years ago) new 
to Yorkshire, and all were first-time visitors to Clapham.  
They were not only superb musicians and teachers and great 
performers but delightful and friendly people too, and they 
all fell deeply for Clapham. They sang the praises of their 
B&B (Swallows Nest), the village, shop, stream, bluebells, 
lambs; they loved it all and vowed to return. They mostly 
came from an area called Varmland which they regarded as 

the very best part of Sweden.  Naturally we were happy to 
spread the common belief that North Yorkshire is the best 
county in England.

The two older artists, Mats and Fredrik (Fredrik 
Lundberg is playing for dance in the photo), are well-known 
and established musicians and we knew to expect the highest 
standard from them. But the innovative youthful vigour 
and lyrical playing and singing from Fredy Samuel Lund 
(nyckelharpa) and Isa Holmgren were an unexpected bonus. 
Isa is an inspiring dancer with a great style, and we loved 
her classes. I do hope some of you managed to come to the 
concert either in the church in Clapham or in Victoria Hall 
in Settle and see them all.

If you didn’t, then watch this space for next year! We’ll 
be back on April 28/29/30 /May 1st in 2023.  And there will 
be another free concert in the church on Monday 1st May. 

Pat Goodacre
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Jubilee events

AN EVENING
 OF JAZZ WITH
THE BOSCATS

C L A P H A M  V I L L A G E  H A L L  P R E S E N T S

T I C K E T S  £ 1 2  I N C L U D I N G  P I E  &  P E A S  S U P P E R

T I C K E T S  A V A I L A B L E  F R O M  C L A P H A M  V I L L A G E  S H O P  O R  A N G I E  
M A R T I N  0 1 5 2 4 2  5 1 7 4 9 / K A T H Y  H A L L  0 1 5 2 4 2  5 1 2 3 2

S A T U R D A Y  1 1 T H  J U N E

M U S I C  &  B A R  F R O M  7 . 3 0 P M

TToo  CCeelleebbrraattee    
HHeerr  MMaajjeessttyy’’ss  PPllaattiinnuumm  JJuubbiilleeee  

Ingleton Parish Council,  
with support from Clapham-cum-Newby Parish Council 

and the Cave Rescue Organisation,  
will light 

A BEACON 

on the summit on Ingleborough at 
9.45pm on Thursday 2nd June 2022 

Viewable from the Keasden Road, and other places to 
the south of the A65, for those not able or wishing to 

make the climb to the summit 

 
PPllaattiinnuumm  JJuubbiilleeee  RRiinnggiinngg  

Clapham church bells will ring out loud 
and clear over the Jubilee Bank Holiday, 
as we commemorate this incredible once-
in-a-lifetime Platinum Jubilee for her 
Majesty the Queen: 

• Thursday 02 June – starting at 
2.00pm, we will ring a full peal of 
5040 changes, which should take just 
under 3 hours.  This will be performed 
by a band of six local ringers, from 
Clapham, Bentham, Settle and 
Giggleswick. 
 

• Friday 03 June – all ringers have been 
asked to take part in National Co-
ordinated Bellringing to coincide with 
the Queen’s Service of Thanksgiving 
at St Paul’s Cathedral in London.  Our 
ringing  will take place at 11.00am.  

 

• Sunday 05 June – at 10.30am we will 
ring for the Jubilee Service at St. 
James’ Church, and again at 2.30pm, 
to open the Village Tea Party at Hall 
Garth. 

 

If all this bellringing has got you 
interested, come along and see us at the 
St. James’ Church event Summer in the 
Churchyard! which takes place on 
Saturday 23 July.  You can meet the 
ringers, pull the ropes, dong the bells, and 
find out what it is all about. 

Annabel Preston 
Tower Secretary 
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TTHHEE      QQUUEEEENN’’SS        
PPLLAATTIINNUUMM      JJUUBBIILLEEEE  

 

 
 
 

CCHHUURRCCHH  SSEERRVVIICCEESS    
ffoorr  22nndd  aanndd  55tthh  JJuunnee  22002222  

 
To share in the country’s celebrations of  

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee  
there will be special church services  

 
at Keasden 6.00pm  

on Thursday 2nd June 
and at Austwick 9.30am and Clapham 11.00am  

on Sunday 5th June 
 

  

Village Party 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come and join Clapham Park Association 
for a fun-filled day 

 

There will be plenty for all the family to enjoy including: 

 Bouncy castle & soft play 
 Italian coffee and cake van 
 Children’s Crafts 
 Raffle & Tombola 
 Meet some of the Cave Rescue volunteers 
 Artisan stall 
 Ice cream bike and more! 

Saturday 4th June 2022 from 12 noon 
Clapham Playground, LA2 8DT 

  
 

 

 
 
 

CLAPHAM-CUM-NEWBY PARISH COUNCIL 

invites residents of the parish to join in a celebration of  

Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

at a garden party in Hall Garth Garden 

3-5 pm on Sunday 5th June 
Free Admission 

Tea provided by Simply Delicious 

Music 

PLEASE BRING A RUG AND A MUG 
(or something to sit on & something to drink from!)  

and hopefully a parasol and not an umbrella 

 

 
 

Jubilee events
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garden centre & cafe

The Old Joiners Shop, 
Kings Mill Lane, Settle, BD24 9BS.
(Access off Sowarth Field ind est)
tel: 01729 824247 
www.layoftheland.co.uk

we stock:
Perennials, Alpines 
Roses, Shrubs
Conifers, Vegetables
Pots and Planters
Baskets and Bedding
Seeds, Tools 
Sprays and Composts
Bird Care, Gifts, 
Seasonal Decorations
National Garden Gift Vouchers
and more!

Ground works & Landscaping services 
Commercial or Domestic 

Driveways, Footings, Gardens 
Drainage, Tracks & Paths 

Salt spreading & Snow ploughing services 
Kindling & logs produced, sold & delivered 

Contact:  Bradtooke@googlemail.com 
0792 010 6341 or find us on Facebook 

Professional, & Reliable 
Honest Work Guaranteed  

 
 

We provide a range of  
Local Services & Activities 

Complying with the Government Covid-19 regulations  
we are offering : 

• A confidential Information & Advice Service 
• Digital help with Mobiles, I-pads & Laptops 
• A Telephone Befriending Service 
• Independence Support  
• Signposting to Hubs & Local services 
• A Volunteer Transport Scheme for Hospital and  

Doctor appointments 
• Two shops, our Age UK General Shop and Second 

Time Around, our Furniture shop.  
• We can help and advise on many things and are 

only a call away …   
 

Opening times are : 
Mon - Sat 10am - 4pm and Sun 12noon - 4pm 

Office times Monday - Friday  9am - 1pm 
Office Hours Mon-Fri 9am - 1pm  
(A message can be left at other times) 

 
Age UK North Craven                               Second Time Around                                                         
Cheapside                                                                             8  High Street                         

    Settle                                                                                                   Settle                                                                                                                                     
E:  info@ageuknorthcraven.org       E: info2@ageuknorthcraven.org 

    T:  01729 823066                                                           T: 01729 824009                                  
Web: ageuk.org.uk/northcraven 

KEVIN CHADWICK
Welding and Garage Services

All makes of vehicles serviced and repaired

Tyres and exhausts
Clutches and cambelts

4 Wheel alignment
Chassis welding and repairs

Small body-work repairs
Pre MOT checks

Waxoil underbody protection
Recovery service

Unit 1, Dalesview, Old Road, Clapham, LA2 8JH

For enquiries ring Kevin
015242 51639 or 07779 081388
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The Clapham Age UK Group 
is delighted and very grateful 
to have received a grant of 
£200 from the Clapham 
Village Store Community 

Fund. It is a very generous gift and shows that the work of 
the Age UK organisation is appreciated in the village. Age 
UK offers many services to elderly people, and these can 
be life changing to a vulnerable person living alone. The 
local group can point members in the right direction to find 
whatever assistance they need.

The money will be used mainly to pay for speakers to 
come to group meetings. These are held monthly on the first 
Wednesday in Clapham Village Hall. They start at 10.30am 
and are followed by lunch cooked for us by the wonderful 
Lorraine Wildman. On the Thursday of the week following 
the meeting we have the use of the Age UK minibus, with a 
driver, to take us on a day trip to a place of our choice. This 
is an opportunity for members who do not have access to 
a vehicle to have a day out, transported from door to door.

Any new Clapham residents who may be more recently 
retired would be most welcome to join. The two-year hiatus 
caused by the pandemic has made it difficult to get to know 
our new neighbours, though we hope that the gradual 
opening up of social events again will improve matters so 
that everybody will be able to feel at home and comfortable 
in our lovely community. 

The Village Hall regular events listing gives contact 
details for the group, and we look forward to meeting you 
before too long.

Brenda Pearce

Age UK group Volunteer befrienders
Did you know that around one in 
ten people are carers? And that 
around a quarter haven’t had any 
time to themselves in five years? 
Would you like to help to make a 
difference to these carers’ lives? 

We are looking for volunteers in the Craven area to 
provide two to four hours of befriending, in or outside the 
home, on a regular or occasional basis. This can be during the 
day, evening or weekend and can be on a weekly, fortnightly, 
or monthly basis. Visiting an isolated person in their own 
home can be rewarding and make a real difference.

Carers’ Time Off relies on volunteers to sit with the client 
while the carer has some much-needed time for themselves. 
The volunteer could just sit and chat over a cuppa, watch 
a film, do a jigsaw, or even take the client for a walk – in 
some instances the volunteer takes the client for a drive or 
to a café.

You can choose how often you would like to volunteer, 
either on a regular or an occasional basis. No previous 
experience is needed, just a friendly manner. There is no 
personal care or lifting required. Full training and regular 
supervisions will be provided, and travel expenses will be 
reimbursed. There are many local people in the Craven 
area looking after loved ones at home who would really 
appreciate connecting with a volunteer.

If you would like to find out more then please contact 
me. Thank you.

Sally Horner
Tel: 01756 700888 or 07522 238113 
email:shorner@carersresource.org

Thank you!
Just a quick note to thank all of you for supporting the church 
coffee morning on Saturday May 7th by attending, eating, 
drinking, baking, moving furniture or in any other way. 

We raised just over £350 for church funds but, more 
importantly, it proved to be a very pleasant and sociable 
event. 

Sue Mann 
(on behalf of the PCC) 

2021 2022

March 101/4" or 26.03cm 21/2" or 6.35cm

April nil 2" or 5.08cm

Keasden rainfall report

Desert Island Music Society
As quite new residents in Clapham, we wondered if 
neighbours would like to come to monthly informal get-
togethers to bring and share a favourite piece of music on 
CD, a bit like on Desert Island Discs.

I’ve run this type of thing in other places, and it seems 
to work well, especially if people make it into an evening 
with a break in the middle for some refreshment.

I’m going to suggest the third Wednesday of the month 
at 7pm. We could start it as soon as we have about ten of 
us. Contact us on 07929 913909.

Clive Spendlove and John Lee
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B&W Funerals

Ingleton, Burton, Bentham, Austwick, Clapham, 
Settle,Wray, Hornby, Caton, Kirkby Lonsdale

& all the surrounding areas

6 Chapel Lane, Ingleton, Carnforth LA6 3FX
Telephone: 015242 41293 Mobile: 07758 002260

Email: jmfunerals@gmail.com
bwfuneral.co.uk

(Brown & Whittaker)
James G Macdonald 

& Tara Wilson

24 Hour Service
Private Chapel of Rest

We offer our own Funeral Plans on request

  

  
 

  
 

Smar gna  

Ben	Fawcett	
M:	07950	028	622				T:	015242	62017	

E:	smartsignal@outlook.com	
W:	www.smartsignal.co.uk	

Aerial	&	Satellite	Installation	&	Repair	
Wi-Fi	&	Home	Network	

CCTV	Installation	

Specialists in: 
• Fire & security systems installation & servicing 
• Electrical installations, inspection & testing 
• Plumbing & heating installations 
• Boiler servicing and repairs 
• Renewable installations & servicing 
• Wi-Fi installations 
• Home automation systems 
• Automated gates and access control 
 
E: info@howsonsltd.co.uk 
W: www.howsonsltd.co.uk 
T: 015242 41422 

Plumbing        Heating        Renewables 

Security          Electrical          WiFi 

Sw

allowsNest

  Bed and Breakfast
 

At Brookhouse

Make yourself at home!

Clapham's newest boutique B&B is
now open and ready to welcome

guests. With four beautifully
appointed rooms, great service,
delicious food, and all the home

comforts you need, you'll want to
come back every year.

 
Book today for Summer 2022!

Brookhouse, Station Road, Clapham, LA2 8ER | 015242 51580
www.swallowsnestbandb.com | info@swallowsnestbandb.com
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Steam update
Late April saw a flurry of steam activity through the station, 
with three engines passing through (one of them twice) over 
just a few days. Most of these were light engine movements 
associated with a steam tour called The Great Britain XIV 
– a nine-day long steam tour which travelled over much of 
mainland Britain. Travelling from London up to Scotland 
via the East Coast Mainline, then three days touring the 
Highlands before returning to England via the West Coast 
Mainline. Then down through Wales to the far south-west 
before returning to London to round it all off. It would have 
been a trip that I’d have thoroughly enjoyed, except for the 
need to mortgage the house to be able to purchase a ticket!

On Thursday 21st, 35018 British India Line passed 
through when travelling from Carnforth to York where 
it took over the northbound run to Edinburgh from 6233 
Duchess of Sutherland. On Tuesday 26th, Jubilee class no. 
45596 Bahamas travelled through from Keighley en-route 
to Grange over Sands where it was paired up with sister 
locomotive 45690 Leander for the southbound haul down 
to Cardiff. Two days later, the same locomotive ran through 
again on its return to Keighley. Then to round it off, un-named 
Black Five no 45212 passed through, also from Keighley, 
when heading north to join the small pool of engines which 
haul the summer-long Fort William to Mallaig services.

Looking ahead, things are somewhat sparser. There 
are excursions on the Settle & Carlisle line on Wednesday 
15th June and Saturday 25th June (two excursions on the 
same day), whilst into July there are more on the 10th, 
20th and 30th of the month. July also sees the start of the 
summer Carnforth-to-Scarborough Scarborough Spa Express 
services, but these are expected to be diesel hauled for the 
legs which pass through Clapham as they have been in 
previous years.

Andy Scott

45596 Bahamas, with support coach, 
passes the site of the former station at Laneside. 

Photo: Andy Scott

Black Five 45212 crosses Clapham Viaduct 
on the first leg of its journey to Fort William. 

Photo: Andy Scott

Cakes for Ukraine
Rosie Hull and I would like to thank everyone who baked 
and bought from the Cakes for Ukraine stall on Easter Day. 
We were thrilled to make a total of £700 for the DEC Ukraine 
appeal. A huge thank you.

Annie Farrer
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Friends of the Dales
The Yorkshire Dales are amazing: inspiring but fragile. 
Support our campaigning work to help protect our degrading 
peatlands, restore verges for biodiversity, and plant trees 
but without a destructive and polluting legacy of plastic. 
Our charity relies 
e n t i r e l y  o n 
v o l u n t a r y 
contributions from 
s u b s c r i p t i o n s , 
legacies ,  and 
donations for its 
work. Visit our 
website, details 
below.

We also have 
a free programme 
of walks, talks 
and volunteering 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
that  everyone 
is welcome to 
join. Booking is 
essential for any 
of these so please 
mail me at the 
address below if 
you are interested. 
Upcoming events for June and July include:
Walk – Nurturing Nature –Tuesday 14 June 2022, 
approx. 12pm – 4.00pm
A short walk from Ribblehead railway station to two of 
the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust’s most nature rich reserves. 
Graham Standring, the trust’s Living Landscapes Officer will 
be offering expert insight into the native flora and fauna of the 
biodiverse grassland at Ashes Pasture and the more complex 
site at nearby Salt Lake Quarry. No dogs except RAD.
Digital Talk – Building Conservation and Lime Wash – 
Wednesday 15 June 2022, 7.30pm (1 hr duration)
Lime was once an essential building material and chartered 
surveyor and building conservation expert, Jonathan Ratter 
will reveal why it is still the best choice for protecting the 
stonework of traditional buildings.

Volunteering Event – Eyes on the Bog – Thursday 23 
June 10.30 – 3pm, Kingsdale, north of Ingleton
We are supporting the Eyes on the Bog peatland monitoring 
project run by Yorkshire Peat Partnership. Its aim is to put 

in place simple, 
repeatable data 
collection to assess 
pea t l ands  and 
the effectiveness 
o f  r e s to ra t ion 
techniques in order 
to refine future 
peatland restoration 
and  long- te rm 
climate predictions. 

As part of our 
Peatlands campaign 
#MoorPeat, we 
are looking to 
recruit volunteers 
to support with 
s o m e  s i m p l e 
peatland monitoring 
activities on a site 
of their choice up 
to four times a year. 
Full training and 

equipment will be provided at the event on 23 June. If you 
are interested in taking part in this long-term project – albeit 
one that is flexible and can be carried out on your own terms 
– please email me at the address below. 
Digital Talk – The Flow: Rivers and River Life – 
Wednesday 13 July 2022, 7.30pm (1 hr duration)
Drawing from her newly published book, The Flow, our 
voluntary President, the acclaimed nature writer Dr Amy-
Jane Beer will read extracts about Dales rivers, before talking 
more broadly about aquatic life and the challenges facing 
river systems. Bring your questions as Amy-Jane is looking 
forward to an interactive Q&A!

Victoria Benn
victoria.benn@friends.ofthedales.org.uk

www.friendsofthedales.org.uk

Ashes Pasture. 
Photo courtesy: Yorkshire WildlifeTrust

August 2022 edition
Deadline date: 20th July

Email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

Visit the newsletter website
clapham-news.net
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Keasden lambing service

Future generations
Over the years we have often hosted work experience 
students as part of their education and during their week 
with us I learn at least as much, if not more, than they do. 
Their day starts at 9am. That way we do not have to feed 
them breakfast as they can eat quite a lot. They usually stay 
for afternoon milking and go home for supper, so that’s 
another meal saved.

By half past nine 
on Monday morning, I 
know what sort of a week 
I am in for. It could be 
looking fairly quiet, with 
a non-speaking student, 
or noisy, with a non-stop-
speaking student. We 
can only maim a certain 
number of students before 
awkward questions are 
asked and some are so 
full of confidence that 
they do not always see 
an accident approaching, 
either with an animal or machine. By the same token 
some students lack confidence and need the necessary 
encouragement to have a go at worm drenching lambs for 
instance.

I remember, a few years ago, myself and a very keen lad 
sorting out some cattle prior to the great spring turnout. We 
were working at an outbarn where, in olden times, cows were 
tethered during the winter months.  Dangling from the roof 
was a hook where my predecessors had hung the storm lamp 
while they fed and cleaned out the cows during the very short 
daylight hours. My student, who had a question every thirty 
seconds or so, naturally asked “what’s that ‘uck for?”. “That” 
said I “is where the chap who used to artificially inseminate 
our cows hung his trousers while he was here.” An unusual 
silence ensued. The students are required to keep a diary of 
what they get involved in and I heard on the grapevine that 
that particular entry went round the staffroom a time or two.

I remember one young lady student being fascinated by 
my using an electric knife to slice some bread one dinner 
time as she had never encountered such a high-tech piece 
of equipment before. I also remember her bringing fresh 
baking everyday as part of the deal which, it turned out, was 
supplied by her granny. She became a fully qualified, highly 
paid vet who now has regular skiing holidays. I wonder if 
she has an electric knife? 

During pregnancy, the mummy cow’s fourth stomach, 
the abomasum, is partly pushed out of the way by the uterus. 
After calving the abomasum will fall back into place and all 
is well. Very occasionally the abomasum can fill with gas 
(we have one or two a year) and is unable to get back to 
where it should be, meaning mummy cow has discomfort 
and is unable to eat properly. This cannot be tolerated for 
obvious reasons.

At great expense, the vet is called, and the stethoscope 
is involved in order to confirm the peasant’s diagnosis. The 
next step is to sedate the cow so she can be sat down, rolled 
onto her back, the gas released, and the abomasum toggled 
back into place. It is an instant fix. By the time the vet 
has drained his coffee cup, polished off the ginger biscuits 

and whispered the words 
“skiing trip” the cow has 
her appetite back.

Once the cow is 
sedated, persuading her to 
sit down is a very smart 
rope trick that only vets 
understand. Just a little tug 
and she sits down, nothing 
to it. We once had a very 
quiet but enthusiastic 
student helping with this 
job. He was stood next to 
the cow as the vet gave the 
little tug on the rope. On 
this occasion, however, 

the cow took exception to the plan and set off down the 
field, pulling the rope tight around the unsuspecting student’s 
leg and dragged him off down the field, much to the vet’s 
(and cow’s) surprise.

The student let out some expletives which, I remain 
convinced, was the longest sentence he used that week. 
Luckily, he was none-the-worse for it, and we went on to 
toggle the cow successfully. The vet wondered if we should 
put that particular escapade in the accident book? However, 
I pointed out that the student had kept both legs and our 
accident book was a bit like the new and unopened hospital 
on Yes, Prime Minister – unused and best left that way.

Turns out teaching the next generation is not as difficult 
as some would have you believe.

John Dawson

Twin girls - enough to displace anyone's abomasum

Revd. John blessing the lambs belonging to Graham Taylor
Photo: Ann Sheridan
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www.daleheadvetgroup.co.uk 

Healthy Pet Club
P U P P Y  &  K I T T E N  P L A N S

01729 823538
Station Road, Settle, BD24 9AA

Main Street, High Bentham, LA2 7LE

Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Se�le, BD24 9RP

ELECTRICIANS
Complete and par�al rewires, 

electrical checks on exis�ng installa�ons.  
Small appliance tes�ng.

Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for chest freezers, 
larder fridges, washing machines, tumble dryers, dishwashers, cookers, 

microwaves and vacuum cleaners.

Telephone: 01729 823423 Email: harrisonandcross@gmail.com

HARRISON & CROSS LTD.
NICEIC APPROVED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

REAL ALES & CIDERS   CRAFT BEERS  

WINES & SPIRITS 

SPECIALITY PIZZA   SNACKS
    HOT & COLD DRINKS 

Thursday   3 - 6
Friday     12 - 7

Saturday    12 - 7
Sunday     12 - 6

The Old Manor House, Church Avenue, Clapham LA2 8EQ    
Telephone 01524 805665 

REAL ALES & CIDERS   CRAFT BEERS  

WINES & SPIRITS 

SPECIALITY PIZZA   SNACKS
    HOT & COLD DRINKS 

Thursday   3 - 6
Friday     12 - 7

Saturday    12 - 7
Sunday     12 - 6

The Old Manor House, Church Avenue, Clapham LA2 8EQ    
Telephone 01524 805665 

SETTLE COUNTRY STORE
Agricultural Supplies

Animal Feed
Animal Health

Equestrian
Country Clothing

Fencing & Gate supplies
01729 815070

David: 07538 289866
Email: se�lecountrystore@outlook.com

11 Sowarth Field Ind. Estate, Se�le, BD24 9AF
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Nature notes
Ted Hughes puts it best, I think:
What is loveliest about swallows is the moment they come,
The moment they dip in and are suddenly there…

This year we had such a wait for that moment that, for 
the first time in my life, I heard my first cuckoo before I saw 
my first swallow. A reminder, perhaps, that climate change 
is about long-term trends rather than one-off events. 

There were some early false alarms. One lone scout 
was seen flying over Clapham Church on April 10th and I 
spotted a small flight of 
seven birds flying above 
the fields along the Old 
Road near Bleak Bank 
on the 14th. But these 
were merely tourists, 
passing through rather 
than settling in for 
the summer. My first 
sighting of genuine 
returnees came on 
the 23rd when a pair 
appeared over the farm 
buildings at the Newby 
end of Laithbutts Lane, 
closely followed by a 
few Clapham arrivals 
– swallows and house 
martins – on the 27th.

Why were they late? The data suggests that the general 
trend over the past forty years or so has been for earlier 
and earlier migration. Not this time. It seems there were 
two reasons: untimely bad weather in southern Spain and 
persistent north-easterly winds over the UK. Unlike many 
long-distance migrants who feed up before they set off then 
put their heads down and make a run for it, swallows and 
martins will stop to stock up en route. If they encounter poor 
weather conditions, they pause and feed for a while before 
resuming their travels. This year, it seems, they broke their 
journey for about two weeks – and kept us all waiting here 
in our corner of the Dales.

 Of course, many ground-nesting birds arrived much 
earlier in the year and are already incubating eggs or raising 
their chicks. Just a few days ago I was lucky enough to 
come across a tiny meadow pipit’s nest out on the moors, 
so carefully hidden and so well tended that I was only a step 
away when the female finally took fright and flew up from 
the heather. She had been sitting on five darkly camouflaged 
eggs, each no bigger than a broad bean. After retreating to 
a safe distance, I was delighted to see her settle back in to 
keep them warm. Meadow pipits have enough to contend 
with without me (literally) putting my foot in it. It was a 
helpful reminder that we must watch where we’re walking 
at this time of year; please stay on the footpaths and keep 
your dogs on their leads.

There’s new life in our gardens too. The first of the 
fledgling robins and baby blackbirds are tentatively starting 

to explore the world beyond their nests and can often be a 
little more approachable than their ultra-wary parents. Good 
news for those of us who like to see them grubbing through 
our flowerbeds and equally good news, unfortunately, for 
predatory domestic cats. 

The latest research carried out by the Mammal Society 
suggests that in spring and summer our feline friends catch 
up to one hundred million prey items, including 27 million 
birds. Counter-intuitively, perhaps, there is little evidence 

that this killing spree 
plays a major part in 
causing bird populations 
to decline: many victims 
will be weak or sickly 
individuals, and, in any 
case, each breeding pair 
needs only to raise two 
young to maintain the 
population. Nevertheless, 
gardens provide a 
breeding habitat for 
approximately 20% of 
our house sparrows, 
starlings, greenfinches 
and song thrushes – all 
of which are in decline 
across the UK. Cat 
predation may not be the 

root cause of falling populations, but it is certainly adding to 
the pressure on some of our most welcome garden visitors. 
The RSPB has some practical advice about reducing the 
risk of cats catching and killing birds which is well worth 
looking at: https://bit.ly/rspb-cats-birds

Two much bigger birds – very unlikely ever to appear 
in anyone’s garden – have been spotted in the area in recent 
weeks. Ospreys are now becoming regular, if still infrequent 
visitors to the Dales and one was seen flying low over the 
village and nature trail at the end of April. There have since 
been several other sightings so it’s possible that it might have 
decided to spend a bit of time hereabouts. A white stork is 
a real rarity in our part of the world but in early April Tim 
Hutchinson was delighted to get a close-up view of one 
circling low over Long Preston marshes. These magnificent 
birds, three feet tall with a wingspan of seven feet, are finally 
beginning to breed in the UK again after an absence of more 
than 600 years. Wouldn’t it be brilliant if we eventually saw 
them settling here!

If you have news of any other interesting or unusual 
sightings in the area, please:

• send me an email (bc.riverside28@gmail.com),
• drop a note into 2 Eggshell Lane 
• or simply stop and chat if you see me around the 

village. 
Photographs are always welcome and, as ever, I’ll 

continue to post regular updates on Twitter: @bc_riverside
Brian Christian

Meadow pipit nest in the heather. 
Photo: Brian Christian
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Solid wall insulation (SWI)

Like others in the parish, I’m looking into insulating the 
walls of my house. Many Clapham properties have solid 
wall construction, which is less simple and probably more 
expensive to insulate than when walls have a cavity. I 
attended James Innerdale’s presentation on this subject on 
2nd December last year, which was really helpful. I also 
watched the Craven District Council / Hubbub Zoom event 
(on 28th March): Energy saving in Craven: what you can do 
now to control rising bills. (Thanks are due to Jill Buckler for 
flagging this up via Clapham Sustainability Group’s emails.) 
Having since looked into SWI in detail, Jill asked me to write 
a few notes for this newsletter. I am not an expert but what 
follows may provide a useful summary for anyone else new 
to the implications of insulating solid walls.

SWI can be fitted to the inside or outside of walls. Both 
options have pros and cons, for example:

Internal SWI: probably less expensive than external 
insulation, unlikely to need planning permission, reduction 
of size of rooms, thickness (& thus effectiveness) may be 
limited by circumstances, redecoration required afterwards, 
can be done on a room-by-room basis to avoid a single 
(large) outlay or when partial decoration is being done, 
no effect on external appearance of house, DIY approach 
possible for at least some aspects of the work. 

External SWI: very expensive, needs to comply with 
building regulations and may need planning permission, 
no effect on size of rooms in house, fewer constraints on 
thickness than internal wall insulation, no internal disruption 
whilst work is being done, no decoration of rooms required, 
cost cannot be spread over time (unless financed by a loan 
which would then increase overall cost), not a DIY project, 
exterior render needs to be applied on top of the insulation 
material (but may greatly improve the appearance of the 
house), best done if existing render is deteriorating and 
needs to be replaced, neighbours’ views should be taken into 
consideration, finding a good contractor may be problematic 
in our area (see below).

A major consideration for both options is dampness 
control. If the work is not done correctly, or with poor 
choice of materials, it can cause massive problems. A useful 

resource giving further detail about issues related to damp 
is: https://bit.ly/3wMXG4W

One obstacle may be finding a reputable contractor, 
especially for external insulation. The Solid Wall Insulation 
Guarantee Agency (SWIGA) provides a valuable safety net 
against defective work; see: https://www.swiga.co.uk/  It 
has a list of approved installers whose work is performed 
to SWIGA standards and is then covered by the SWIGA 
guarantee. If a non SWIGA approved installer goes out of 
business, you could be left with a major problem and no 
back-up. 

The Energy saving in Craven Zoom event had a 
presentation on external wall insulation by the Yorkshire 
Rendering Company; this is based in Hull but covers our 
area: https://www.yorkshirerenderingcompany.com/ so I 
contacted them. They were helpful and offered to provide 
an estimate based on photographs of the property, together 
with approximate dimensions. However, I couldn’t find them 
on SWIGA’s approved installers list. Their estimate (note; 
not a quote) is into 5 figures, which I was expecting. We left 
it (several weeks ago) that they would let me know when 
someone is passing who could come and look directly and 
answer questions.

Our nearest SWIGA approved installer is Hamilton 
(Building Contractors) Ltd based at Shipley:
https://hamiltonfirst.co.uk/  I emailed Hamilton to ask them 
to come and look at the job and quote but their reply said: 
“Many thanks for your enquiry. Unfortunately, we are not 
carrying out any works to private properties at the moment 
due to our current workload”. I replied, asking whether I might 
go on a waiting list. They then asked for some photographs 
and said they would be interested in the work but only when 
their existing list of jobs on commercial properties reduces. 
They also agreed to let me know if passing, to arrange to 
call by and look at the job. Again, this was a few weeks ago.

SWI is a big-ticket item with a long payback time. 
(However, the environmental benefit is immediate, your 
energy bills should go down and the value of your property 
may be enhanced.) Various forms of financial incentive from 
the government have popped up from time to time; they 
all seem to be fairly bureaucratic and have various strings 
attached. When I investigated the possibility of grant aid 
specifically for external wall insulation I kept running into 
blind alleys. 

For anyone thinking of changing their boiler for a heat 
pump, fitting good wall insulation beforehand is pretty 
much essential. You’ll also need effective loft insulation 
(and possibly floor insulation) together with high quality 
double or triple glazing throughout, so factor all this into 
the overall cost of any heat pump project. Insulation must 
be done correctly or problems with dampness will occur (as 
James Innerdale made clear in his excellent presentation to 
Clapham Sustainability Group last year). It’s not just a case 
of “shove as much insulation in as possible” because you 
may cause more problems than you solve. Moisture control 

Stone-built house suitable for the installation of internal or external SWI

(continued on p25)
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Recycling update
BLISTER PACKS 

Please don’t discard your medication 
blister packs as these can be recycled. 
As of 1 March 2022, Superdrug has 
been working with a recycling partner 
to support the recycling of medicine 
blister packs via their 200 participating 
pharmacy locations. Once collected, 

the empty blister packets are separated by polymer type and 
then cleaned if necessary. The material is then extruded into 
plastic pellets to make new recycled products. Currently you 
can take used blister packs to Ingleton Community Centre 
where there is a collection box. They will then be taken on 
to a Superdrug store for recycling.
INHALERS

The propellants in commonly used 
inhalers are powerful greenhouse 
gases. Even after the inhaler has been 
used, significant amounts of these 
environmentally damaging gases 
remain in the canister. Please take your 

used inhaler to a local pharmacy where it can safely be 
disposed of and thermally treated to destroy the greenhouse 
gases. If all used inhalers in the UK were returned for safe 
disposal it could save the equivalent of 512,000 tonnes of 
C02 annually – the same as a VW Golf car being driven 
around the world 88,606 times.

OLD LAPTOPS, SMART 
PHONES, TABLETS OR 
iPADS
If you no longer have use for 
any of the above items then 
please think about passing 
them on. They would be 
of value to community 

organisations and individuals, especially children, across 
North Yorkshire, providing them with IT equipment and 
access to the internet so they can stay connected. 

RebootNY is a collaborative project 
led and coordinated by North Yorkshire 
County Council and committed to 
helping children, vulnerable and older 

people to stay in touch. Once you have made sure all your 
personal data has been deleted from a device you can take 
it to any local library (Settle, Skipton, Ingleton or Bentham) 
from where it will be passed on for refurbishment before 
being sent out to an organisation or individual.

If you would like any of the above items to be collected 
for recycling or safe disposal, then please contact Jill Buckler 
on 015242 51030. 

We will also be providing collection boxes for such items 
at our Give and Take event on 25th June.

Clapham Sustainability Group

is an essential part of wall insulation 
design, whether exterior or interior.

Currently I’m in limbo, waiting for contractors to visit 
(OK in my case as it allows me to contemplate how to pay 
for it!) Has anyone else in the parish had solid wall insulation 
fitted, especially the exterior form? If so, which contractor 
did you use and what are your experiences of them? Is the 
work covered by the SWIGA guarantee? Were you able 
to obtain any grants to mitigate costs? If anyone can shed 
further light on this, maybe you would consider writing 
something for the next edition of this newsletter?

John Cordingley

Solid wall insulation (SWI)

The Nature Trail
Following queries from the 
Clapham Sustainability Group, 
regarding who does and does 
not qualify for free entry to 
Ingleborough Estate Nature 
Trail, I have been asked to 
clarify the arrangements. It 
has long been the case that 
residents of Clapham Village 
have free entry, and this will 

continue. It is to acknowledge that there is considerable 
impact on those living in the village during busy periods. As 
Keasden and Newby residents are unaffected by tourism in 
the village, free trail entry is not offered to them. To avoid 
oversights which may cause confusion, I have drawn up an 
exact map which will highlight the properties that do and 
do not qualify. For other local residents who like to make 
regular use of the trail, a discounted annual pass (£25.00 per 
adult, £10.00 per child) is available, offering great value for 
those using the trail often. 

We hope that all locals will continue to use and enjoy 
the trail. Ticket money goes towards keeping it open, safe, 
clean, and accessible for all, as well as funding continued 
improvements for everyone’s interest and enjoyment.

Following extensive renovations, The Old Sawmill Cafe 
will open mid-July at the entrance to the trail, and we will 
be looking to take on a number of part time staff in a variety 
of roles. 

If you’re interested in joining our team, please express 
your interest by emailing info@ingleboroughcave.co.uk.

Andrew Jarman

(continued from p24)
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• Tearoom  
serving lovely homemade food 

• Garden Centre 
• Reclamation Centre 
• Luxury Craft Courses 

 

Wigglesworth, BD23 4SN 
01729 840848 

www.BeAGardenMaker.co.uk 
Find us on the Settle to Sawley Road 

01524 227025
lancaster@greensleeves-uk.com

Get in touch to speak to one of our dedicated 
experts for a FREE lawn analysis

MAKE GREEN SPACE 
YOUR HAPPY PLACE

WE’LL HELP YOU
GET THE LAWN
OF YOUR DREAMS
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Village hall regular events 

Village hall news
We are pleased to be hosting social events once again, though 
we still follow guidance from Community First Yorkshire on 
present Covid advice, limiting our capacity for such events. 
The Bard in the Yard was a sell out and Stuart Marshall’s 
quiz which followed made for a very entertaining evening. 

Our next event will be an Evening of Jazz with the 
Boscats on Saturday 11th June to round off Jubilee Week. 
Some of you may know a few of the musicians from the 
Black Horse Jazzmen and they are coming along to entertain 
us. If you would like to continue the Jubilee theme by 
dressing 1950s style then you would be most welcome, 
though this is by no means compulsory – just a bit of fun! 
Tickets are selling fast. For further details see our poster 
p14 in this issue.

The Wigan Deaf Without Speech Society (via Margery 
Dowling) has donated a selection of games and these are 
available if any of our community groups would like to 
borrow them. Do contact us for more details. It was suggested 
that there may be interest in running a short course in the 
hall on the use of sign language (for example, Makaton). 
If you are interested, do get in touch (email address below) 
and if there are enough people to run a class then we can 
pursue this further.

Finally, as we move more towards the original intentions 
about how the hall should be managed, we are trying to get 
the community more involved. It was always intended that 
local groups should have a say in how the hall is run so we 
have therefore invited each of the groups we are aware of to 
nominate a representative to be part of the hall’s management 
committee. A list of all those approached so far appears 
below, but if your own group is not on the list, and might 
wish to be included, then please let us know. Likewise, if 
your group is on the list but you haven’t heard from your 
own organisers about this invitation, then also get in touch. 

We only meet as a group four times a year and your 
input is an opportunity to share your ideas with others, 
ensuring that the hall meets the changing needs of the whole 
community. We are in a strong financial position coming out 
of Covid and it is encouraging to see the bookings increase. 
Your views and ideas matter, so please consider joining the 
team. If you would like to know more about what is involved 
before deciding, then you would be most welcome to come 
along as an observer to our next meeting – the last one of 
this financial year – on Wednesday 29th June at 7.30pm in 
the main hall.

Angie Martin, Village Hall Secretary
claphamcumnewbyvillagehall@gmail.com
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Dowsing Clapham
Dowsing is an ancient technique used for finding water. 
Dowsers use a variety of implements: metal rods, a wooden 
stick, or a pendulum and they all react in different ways when 
you walk over water. 

I use all three in my 
hobby but I search for 
something completely 
different. I dowse for lost 
buildings and historic sites. 
I trace the wall lines or 
patterns of their foundations 
in the ground, just like a 
water dowser would follow 
the path of a water course or 
pipe underground. I look for 
interesting places mentioned 
in historic documents. 
For example, I might read 
something about an old 
chapel and, although there’s 
a written record of it, its 
precise position or location 
may have been lost. So I 
visit the area and try to find 
it by dowsing. Of course, if 
I think I have found it then 
it could only be proved 
only by somebody digging, 
which would mean getting 
an archaeologist and geo-
physics involved. I don’t go 
that far! I don’t dig anything 
but, rather, I simply record 
my findings by keeping 
notes and drawing diagrams. Then, if someone comes along 
later to dig and does manage to find something then I will 
know my dowsing was correct.

There are several places in the Clapham area that interest 
me. The first place where I found unexpected signals was 
near the play park. I picked up the wall lines of a large, 
oblong building but I can’t find any records of one. 

I also picked up signals of burials: could it be the site of 
an early church? Next to the site is something wide like a 

large pipe or tunnel, which seems to run from the direction 
of the Hall and across Clapham in the direction of Newby. 
It crosses under the roads, houses and beck before turning 
left towards a farm on the roadside. 

Incidentally I dowsed 
something nearly identical 
up the lane that heads over 
to Austwick. The signals I 
found crossed beneath the 
lane from the woodland on the 
left to the Hall’s grounds on 
the right. Could it be a large 
water outlet from the lake 
that travels down through the 
Hall’s grounds and out across 
Clapham?

Another place I dowsed 
was at Old Newby. Ken 
Pearce had asked if I could 
locate it and anything that 
was there. I’m confident 
that I found it, the dowsing 
revealing a small settlement 
of buildings and compounds. 
I enlisted a couple of friends 
from Westmorland dowsers 
to help map the site and we 
recorded it to the best of our 
ability.

The third location I 
dowsed was under a road. I 
got outlines of what I think 
are two buildings with rows 
of something running between 

them but I can’t find any records of anything at this location. 
It’s near to Calter Bridge as the road starts to climb towards 
Calter Barn. I wonder if there could have been a monastic 
grange there with a burial ground nearby?

I hope you’ve enjoyed this insight into my curious 
hobby. Some of you might believe that dowsing works, while 
others might think it’s complete madness. My simple advice 
would be for you to try it and decide for yourself!

Nigel Maunders

Is your child aged 3+?  Are you looking for Nursery provision locally? 
Bentham CP School has a Nursery class for children aged 3+, led by a qualified teacher 

15 hour Universal Funding available (9.00am-12.00noon every day) 
30 hour funded places available (9.00am—3.00pm every day, option to extend to 3.30pm) 

Transition to a Reception class in any school will be accommodated, including to Bentham CP School. 
Come and visit us in action 015242 61412 

Interim Headteacher: Mr T Hiley
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30 hour funded places available (9.00am—3.00pm every day, option to extend to 3.30pm) 
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Come and visit us in action 015242 61412 
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