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Common folk

Common land is privately owned with “Rights of Common”
over that land which is usually to graze animals. Common
land first became enshrined in law by the Magna Carta in
the year 1215. It was designed to help sustain the poorest
people in rural communities (mostly Dawsons) by providing
them with a source of wood for
heating and pasture for livestock.
At one time nearly half of the land in
Britain was common land but from
the 16th century onwards the gentry
began to exclude commoners from
land by enclosing it and improving
it for agriculture.
Common land now accounts for
just 3% of England but over one third
of our moorland is common land.
It includes some of the country’s
most ecologically rich landscapes
such as Dartmoor, the Lake District
and, of course, the Yorkshire Dales,
including Ingleborough.
Commoning involves a group
of farmers, which can be as small
as one or two, but I recently visited
Brant Fell common near Sedbergh
which has over one hundred
registered commoners including
the school and church. Usually, the
grazing rights refer to sheep or cattle but historically have
included horses, pigs and occasionally ducks.
Horses were kept on Ingleborough in living memory as
it helped stop them getting overweight (I know the feeling)
before the work of hay time arrived in July. When he was a
lad in the 1930s my dad was sent up the mountain to catch
the Bleak Bank horse in order that some grass could be
mown. He arrived back two hours later with a horse which

did not belong to Bleak Bank but, when questioned by his
dad, he pointed out that “it was the only one I could catch”.
The horse was put to work on the mowing machine before
being returned to the fell in the evening with the owner none
the wiser. Mind you he could have spent the day mowing
with the Bleak Bank horse, hoping
no one noticed.
In 2008 a number of common
grazing organisations set up “The
Foundation for Common Land” with
the intention of sharing knowledge
and ensuring that the system of
commoning is valued both for its
cultural heritage but also for the
public benefits that it helps provide
such as the protection of landscapes
and habitats. Ingleborough, along
with commons in Dartmoor and
the Lake District, has been part of
a three-year, £3 million project to
help secure the future of upland
commons and the project is led by
the Foundation for Common Land.
The project aims to help
understanding of the importance
of the commoning system and the
The new gathering pens benefits that come from it including
things as diverse as carbon storage,
protecting wildlife habitats, and caring for historic sites. The
funding has helped build a brand-new set of gathering pens,
which replace the post war ones which were held together
with string and pallets. They are well worth a look.
Farming practices on commons date back for hundreds
of years, with knowledge passed down through generations
of peasant farmers which is unexpectedly relevant today, for
instance regarding flood management.
(continued on p3)
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Welcome to your newsletter

Welcome to the August edition.
This edition is filled with news, articles, notices and
pictures about Clapham and the surrounding area.
Thank you to our sponsors and all who have taken time
to submit this content, your efforts are much appreciated.
If you would like to contribute in any way to the October
edition, please do get in touch with news, pictures, views or
announcements. Our email address is:
claphamnewsletter@gmail.com
The Newsletter Committee

October 2022 edition
Deadline date: 20th September
Email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

Newsletter information

Editions are produced for February, April, June, August,
October and December. The next edition will be produced
for October. Deadline: 20 September.
Articles
If you want to submit an article it should be c250 words
and, if possible, accompanied by a high resolution photo (at
least 300 dpi). Please note we reserve the right to edit copy.
Contact Andy: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com
Advertising and Sponsorship
Advertising rates start from £10. We are able to print in
colour thanks to sponsors. We would love to hear from you
if you, or your business, would like to advertise or sponsor
colour printing.
Contact Judith: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

Distribution
If the printed edition is usually delivered to your home and
you haven’t received one by the 5th of the publication month
– please collect a copy from one of our distribution points:
Clapham Village Store, the porch at St James’ Church
Clapham, the porch at St Matthew’s Church Keasden,
Newby Methodist Church. Distribution points will have
copies available at the beginning of every publication month.
If you would like to help with distribution where you live
– please get in touch.
Contact Andy: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com
Website
For ongoing news updates and more see:
clapham-news.net

Clapham Village Store
... the heart of our village

Open 7 days a week for takeaway coffee, freshly-made sandwiches,
ice-creams and cold drinks during the summer holidays
Opening Hours

Main Street, Clapham, LA2 8DP
Tel. (015242) 51524
info@claphamvillagestore.co.uk
www.claphamvillagestore.co.uk

please refer to our website for any further changes

Mon to Fri: 8.30am – 5.30pm
Sat & Sun: 8.30 am – 3.30 pm

Find us on Facebook and Twitter
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Farming news

Electric vehicle charging

(continued from p1) I (just) remember the Ministry of
Agriculture Fisheries and Food
(MAFF) insisting on gripping (draining) part of Ingleborough
in the 1970s in order to improve grazing. The commoners
opposed it but could not be heard. When Ingleborough
entered into a stewardship scheme at the beginning of 2010
the grips were filled in, enough said.
Ingleborough is a living environment, it provides a
home for nature, it sequesters carbon, it helps stop water
rushing into Clapham and Newby and while it does all this
it produces food. With those grazing rights comes heavy
responsibility not to be entered into lightly …
John Dawson

Bleak Bank
(LA2 8HY)

is hosting a bbq on Saturday, 13th August
There will be a shortish walk starting c6.30pm
Please contact to advise numbers 015242 51350
Feel free to bring a salad or pud
Funds raised will be for
the Church on the Green, Newby
All welcome

THE GAMES CLUB
is restarting

•
•
•
•
•

After a two and a half year break the Games
Club, is restarting at the Village Hall.
First meeting on Friday 9th September
1.30pm till 4.30, then fortnightly after that.
We have a great selection of board games,
ie Scrabble, Rummycub, Qwirkle, Upwords,
and many more.
Everyone is welcome, and please feel free
to bring your own games, we all like to
learn something new.
We will arrange refreshments, cost £3.00
for the afternoon.

Clapham Sustainability Group is looking into the potential
of providing more electric vehicle charging points in the
village. You may know that there is already an EV charger
in the National Park Car Park. This is primarily for visitors
although residents of the village can use it as long as they
also pay the car park fee. It is a slow charger taking up to 6
to 12 hours to fully charge a vehicle.
We believe that there will be an increasing need for EV
chargers locally as there are so many houses in Clapham
without off road parking. By 2030 no new petrol or diesel
cars will be made, and electric cars will be increasing. We
therefore need to plan an infrastructure which supports this in
the village, in keeping with the Parish Council’s commitment
to act on the climate emergency. Since there are government
grants available for putting in EV chargers, this is the time
to be proactive and get chargers in place.
The Sustainability Group is currently looking at various
options for location and different options for operation. We
are hoping to make the EV chargers easily accessible to
everyone and to provide fast charging, i.e., a full charge in
less than an hour.
In order to apply for grants we need evidence of potential
need in the village and surrounding area. If you are thinking
of using an electric car in the future and will need to charge
from a public EV charger, then please let us know by
contacting Di Elphinstone - dianeelphinstone@gmail.com
Helen Orme

Clapham Lecture Group
Autumn Series Starts on Tuesday 13th September
at 7pm in the Village Hall, with:
Viking Astronomy, presented by Martin Lunn
Eleven lectures in the series this year: every Tuesday (except Sep 27th and Oct 25th)
through until Tuesday 6th December.

All Welcome!

Please contact Jackie Kingsley
015242 51240 or
jackieanddavid@yahoo.com

Refreshments provided.
Lecture fees: Whole series £50, individual lectures (max of 3) £7 each
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Settle
Chimney Sweep
Services

Organic Market Garden - Bakery
Farm Shop - Home Delivery

9 Prospect Terrace,
Settle, BD24 9BL

www.growingwithgrace.org.uk 015242 51723

Tel: 01729 823683
Mobile: 07815 285321
Email: settlechimneysweeps@outlook.com

Open 10am-5pm (closed Sundays & Mondays)
A65 Clapham – Follow the carrots!

**************
Cottontail Crafts
“a paradise for crafters”

Sue & Steve Amphlett
www.cottontailcrafts.co.uk
sue@cottontailcrafts.co.uk
01729 822946

Jewellery Ribbons Buttons Bows

Jewellery Ribbons Buttons Bows

Knitting Needle Craft Haberdashery Sewing Card Making Sewing Machines

**************
16 Duke Street Settle North Yorkshire BD24 9DN

Home Barn Foods
Yoga for every body...

Outside catering for all events

Offering group
and private classes
in Clapham and
Settle. Outdoors,
indoors, and
online.

Lucy Knowles

Fiach Cottage, Feizor, Austwick, LA2 8DF
07738 922524

WWW.BRAVEYOGAYORKSHIRE.COM
YOGA@BRAVEENTERPRISE.COM

Telephone: 015242 51502
Email: davidinclapham@googlemail.com
Domestic (Denise): 07577 620812 Estate (David): 07974 972615
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Parish Council news

The Parish Council met on the evening of 28th June 2022
with two members of the public in attendance.
At the start of the meeting, a parishioner raised concerns
over the length of the grass on the verges on the A65 causing
restricted views for emerging traffic, the obscuring of a sign
urging courteous parking situated opposite Lake House and
the removal of stones from the wall at the side of the A65
underpass, all of which the council undertook either to
monitor or to seek to rectify.
A police report was read to the meeting. This set out
details of fifteen matters
that had required police
attention in the period
between 22nd May
and 26th June 2022.
Incidents dealt with
included a person
arrested for alleged
drugs and motoring
offences on the A65,
an injured walker and
a trapped lamb, the
latter two matters also
involving the Cave
Rescue Organisation.
The clerk was asked
to write to the National
Park Authority with
regard to possible
replacement of the home-made sign, pointing to the car park
in Clapham, which has been unofficially attached to the
traditional signpost at the junction of Riverside and Church
Avenue. The Council noted that other highways matters
raised at its last meeting had been reported to the relevant
authorities.
There was some discussion in relation to the notice board
attached to the Old Post Office in Clapham. A parishioner
undertook to design and cost a replacement board. Details
will be submitted for the Council's consideration.
With regard to the Neighbourhood Planning initiative,
Councillor Sheridan informed the Council that a quote has
been received from a planning consultant for the cost of
drawing the plan together. A grant will be sought to cover
that cost.
In relation to climate emergency and related matters,
the Council was informed that a successful “give and take”
event had been held at the Village Hall on 25th June. It was
also told that the Sustainability Group will be meeting with
the North Yorkshire Climate Coalition and that the group
will also be meeting with Dent Parish Council to discuss
its involvement in the provision of electric charging points
with a view to gaining some guidance for a local project.
The Council noted the successful holding of a tea-party
at Hall Garth on 5th June 2022 to celebrate the Queen's
Platinum Jubilee and recorded its grateful thanks to Maria
and Philip Farrer for hosting the event, to Amanda Booth of

Simply Delicious who provided the food, the musicians and
helpers present on the day and to Cllr David Ireton and North
Yorkshire County Council for the funding made available.
With regard to planning matters, the Council had
no comment to make with regard to an application for a
single-storey extension at 19 Dalesview Close, Clapham
and anyway noted that the application had already been
approved by Craven District Council. The Council also made
no comment in relation to proposed alterations at Wellbeck
Barn, Newby and a proposed conversion of Big Barn,
Newby Cote into two
dwellings. The Council
noted that an application
to remove paint from
mullioned windows
and a door surround at
Chapel House, Newby
had been approved by
Craven District Council.
Councillor Sheridan
undertook to contact
Councillor Carl Lis with
regard to an application
to create a track on
Burn Moor which the
Council understood was
to be called before the
Craven District Council
Planning Committee.
The Parish Council met on the evening of 26th July 2022,
with nine members of the public in attendance.
In the part of the meeting set aside for public participation,
the Council received information from the organiser(s) of a
music festival which had been planned for the weekend of
6th August 2022. The festival, which had been scheduled
to take place in the Lawsings Brow area had been cancelled
for legal reasons, but the organisers hope to arrange an event
next year. They sought to correct some assertions that had
been made in some reports of the matter. In particular, they
rejected the suggestion that the event constituted a “rave”.
Also raised were matters relating to car parking and
speeding in Clapham Village. The Parish Council undertook
to put the matter of reduction of the speed limit to twenty
miles per hour on the agenda for its next meeting. Matters
relating to the National Park Car Park are to be taken up at
a planned meeting with officers of the park.
A police report was read to the meeting. This described
ten matters that had required police attention in the period
between 27th June and 24th July 2022. Incidents dealt with
included three road traffic collisions in which motor cyclists
were injured and a group seen in suspicious circumstances
in the Newby Cote area.
The clerk was asked to report to North Yorkshire County
Council the poor state of Keasden Road below the crossroads
and of the B6480 on the section crossing Bentham Moor.
(continued on p7)
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Call us on 07876 205361 or email
andrew@septictanksnorthwest.co.uk

BESPOKE SOLUTION, SERVICE
& INSTALLATION FOR EVERY SITE
ASSURED QUALITY &
RELIABILITY EVERY TIME

YOUR LOCAL
DESIGN & PRINTSHOP

Septic tanks
Sewage treatment systems
Soak aways
Drainage fields

photo printing

posters & large
photo prints

banners, signs &
cut vinyl decals

20 STATION ROAD • SETTLE • BD24 9AA

TEL: 01729 823990
hello@iprintshop.co.uk

www.iprintshop.co.uk

We cover all aspects of:
• Groundwork
• Fencing
• Forestry
• Mole ploughing
• Agricultural
• 10-ton winch
contracting
tractor
We also hire out machines such as:
• Diggers
• Rollers
• Dumpers
Contact us for a free, no obligation quote!
Michael Johnson: 07815500442
Michael@jandnservices.co.uk
Amy@jandnservices.co.uk
www.jandnservices.co.uk
Like us on
Facebook at: J and N Services
Instagram: @jandn_services
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Parish Council news

Cycling update

(continued from p5)
The Council also noted that highways matters raised at
its last meeting had been reported to the relevant authorities.
The Council was made aware that some maintenance
work in the parish had been carried out by Councillor
Dawson, namely, the re-positioning of a sign urging
courteous parking opposite Lake House, the addition of a
Perspex canopy to the notice board on the Old Post Office
in Clapham and a repair of the information board for the
Millennium Stone.
Further works to be carried out include the replacement
of capping stones on Mafeking Bridge.
In connection with the Neighbourhood Planning
initiative, Councillor Sheridan informed the Council that a
grant has been approved to fund the services of a planning
consultant to draw the plan together.
The Council was informed that the Sustainability
Group has been in contact with Dent Parish Council to gain
information about the installation of electric vehicle charging
points. The Parish Council agreed that it would like to hear
from the Parish Clerk for Dent who, it was told, has valuable
knowledge to impart. In the meantime, efforts are under way
to identify a suitable site for the charging points.
It was noted that benches for installation at Toll Bar
Wood have now been received and the information board
for the site has also been completed. These are to be placed
on site in due course.
With regard to planning matters, the Council had no
objections to an application for development at the former
allotment site in Clapham but endorsed the comments of
a parishioner which had been provided to it. The Council
supported an application for an extension at Bowsber. It
noted that an application to install photovoltaic panels at
High Hazel Barn had been approved by Craven District
Council. The Council was also informed that plans to develop
an unsurfaced moorland track on Burnmoor Common had
been approved.
Among its correspondence, the Council noted that its
current clerk will leave the post at the end of October 2022.
Advertisements for a new clerk will be posted in due course
and anyone interested should look out for them on the parish
notice boards, Facebook and in the Craven Herald.
Anyone wishing to register an interest beforehand is
welcome to let the current clerk know so that details of the
formal advertisement can be sent to them when it is posted.

The Tour of Cambridgeshire
You may recall reading in April's edition of the newsletter,
that on June 12th, I was due to ride in a bike race starting
and finishing in Peterborough, which was the UK qualifying
event for the World Championships in Italy in September.
Well, the good news is that despite gale force winds
on the day, I (unlike a lot of other competitors) managed to
finish the 100-mile race. The bad news is that I narrowly
missed out on qualifying for GB, but I gave it everything
on the day.
I asked in the article if anyone was willing to make a
donation to The Alzheimer's Society and the response was
beyond my wildest dreams as, to date, I have raised £350.
If anyone else would like to help my fundraising, it
isn't too late to donate as my JustGiving page can still be
visited at https://bit.ly/MMAlz and will remain open for a
little while longer.
To all my friends and neighbours in Newby who have
been so generous, I must give a heartfelt "thank you" and
if any of you would like to join me on a bike ride one day,
you only have to ask! Maybe we could form a Newby and
Clapham Cycling Club? Once again many, many thanks for
your generous support.
Malcolm Mason

A June wedding

For more information on the work of the
Clapham cum Newby Parish Council please
click on the Parish Council information link at
www.claphamyorkshire.co.uk.
The next meeting of the Council will be on Tuesday 27th
September 2022 at 7.30pm at Clapham Village Hall.
The Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer Nigel
Harrison can be contacted by email: njhar1957@gmail.com
or telephone: 015242 51165.

Adam Townley married Joanna Wilson on 11th June at St.
Oswald's Church, Horton-in-Ribblesdale followed by a
reception and evening celebration at Austwick Parish Hall.
Their future home is in Austwick.
Denise Townley
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WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE



Domestic & Commercial Flooring

Amtico and Karndean Design Showroom


Ted Todd Engineered Wood Flooring
Large Bed Showroom







Rugs.

Made to Measure Blinds

Bespoke Furniture, Harris Tweed/Abraham Moon


Solid Oak & Pine Furniture


Gifts for the Home

UNIT 2, SOWARTH FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SETTLE, BD24 9AG
01729 825122
7 DUKE STREET, SETTLE, BD24 9DU
info@peterallenflooring.co.uk www.peterallenflooring.co.uk

Day Nursery & Pre-School, Ingleton
 Open 7am – 6.30pm Mon – Fri
 All Staff Paediatric First Aid trained
Funded
Places
available

 Places for children age 3 months –
8 years
 French, music and dance sessions

15 & 30
Hours

 Before and After school Clubs

Call: 01524 241903 for more information
info@kidzdaynursery.co.uk
www.kidzdaynursery.co.uk

8

Church news

John’s notes: Turning the temperature down
I am writing this during a record heatwave which makes
it likely, given our weather, that you’ll be reading this
during a snowstorm. But the reality is unquenchable: whilst
temperatures always fluctuate, overall, heat is steadily rising.
Increasingly our weather maps show a blistering bright red.
We have been playing with fire for too long to be good for
the earth.
There has always been fire, writes scientific historian
Stephen J. Pyne. But “over the past two million years … one
genus gained the ability to manipulate fire, swiftly remaking
both itself and eventually the world. We developed small
guts and big heads by cooking food; we climbed the food
chain by cooking landscapes; and now we have become a
geologic force by cooking the planet.”
Professor Pyne shows how the ancient, balanced,
relationships between humans and fire “broke down when
people began to burn fossil biomass - lithic landscapes - and
humanity's firepower became unbounded.” He proposes
that “fire-catalysed climate change” created a new geologic
epoch. “The Pleistocene yielded to the Pyrocene.” 1
It’s no fantasy that the ‘lithic landscapes’ of the fossil
fuel age are finite: we are at or near ‘peak oil’. What may
yet prove to be infinite are the practical values of the ‘old
ways’. I’m encouraged by those neighbourhood groups
across the world who are working out practical methods to
help their communities become self-sufficient for a cooler
future without oil. ‘Transitioning’ means rekindling the
old ways of any particular locale help to reignite a gentler
economy of life.
In his inveterate farmer’s wisdom Wendell Berry
encourages us not to be consumed by the insoluble
abstractions of “global thinking”, of “how to care for the
planet”. “Our understandable wish to preserve the planet
must somehow be reduced to the scale of our competence,”
he says, and he invokes this set of modest actions as ways
to begin turning the temperature down:
“Learn to prefer small-scale elegance and generosity to
large-scale greed, crudity, and glamour. Make a home. Help
to make a community. Be loyal to what you have made. Put
the interest of the community first. Love your neighbours
– not the neighbours you pick out, but the ones you have.
Love this miraculous world that we did not make, that is a
gift to us. As far as you are able make your lives dependent
upon your local place, neighbourhood, and household which thrive by care and generosity - and independent of
the industrial economy, which thrives by damage. Find work,
if you can, that does no damage. Enjoy your work. Work
well.” 2
Revd John Davies
john.davies@leeds.anglican.org
01524 805928
Notes from a small vicar: bit.ly/johndavies-talks

Anglican Sunday Services
August
7th: Holy Communion 9:30 Eldroth & 11:00 Clapham
14th: Holy Communion 9:30 Austwick & 11:00 Keasden
21st: Holy Communion 9:30 Austwick & 11:00 Clapham;
Evening Prayer 6:30 Eldroth
28th: Holy Communion 9:30 Austwick; Evening Service
7:00 Keasden
September
4th: Holy Communion 9:30 Eldroth & 11:00 Clapham
11th: Holy Communion 9:30 Austwick & 11:00 Keasden
18th: Holy Communion 9:30 Austwick; Harvest Festival
11:00 Clapham; Evening Prayer 6:30 Eldroth
25th: Holy Communion 9:30 Austwick; Harvest Festival
7:00 Keasden
Some details may change, check our Weekly Newsletters for
up-to-date information (copies available in church porches
or at bit.ly/churches-newsletter)
Methodist Church, The Green, Newby
Services are usually taking place on second Sundays of the
month at 11am and fourth Sundays at 2pm.
We hold a coffee morning each Thursday 10.30am to 12.00
noon, a great way to meet new friends. Details available
from Revd Stephen Caddy on 015242 61257 or by email:
Stephen.f.caddy@gmail.com
Bethel Chapel, Cross Haw Lane, Clapham
Sunday services at 11am and 6.30pm. Junior Church at 10am.
Clapham Tots Summer Specials (for all the family) on
Fridays 12th & 26th August at 10am.
kmotion (primary school ages) 6pm & Encounter (secondary
school ages) 7.30pm restart on Friday 9th September.
Prayer meeting Monday at 7.30pm.
All other weekday meetings will start again in September.
10-14th August: Sportsreach Soccer & Netball School.
20th August & 17th September 10.30am: Coffee, Cake &
Chat with Foodbank drop off.
24 & 25th September: Harvest Thanksgiving with Alec
Passmore.
For more info - visit us on Facebook or our Bethel Chapel website:
www.bethelchapelclapham.org

Catholic Church - Bentham and Settle
St Boniface, Robin Lane, Bentham, LA2 7AB
Usual service times: Sun: 9:15am, Wed & Fri: 10:00am
St Mary & St Michael’s, Tillman Close, Settle, BD24 9RA
Usual service times: Saturday Vigil: 5:30pm
1
Stephen J. Pyne, Pyrocene: How We Created an Age of Fire, and What Sun: 11:15am, Tues & Thurs: 10:00 am
Happens Next. University of California Press 2021. bit.ly/pyrocene.
Parish Priest: Father Frank Smith, Phone: 01729 822525
Email: stboniface@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
2
Wendell Berry, ‘Word and Flesh’ in The World-Ending Fire: The Essential
Website: www.ssmaryandmichael.co.uk
Wendell Berry. Penguin: Allen Lane 2017. bit.ly/worldendingfire.
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Settle Community Home Library Service
A FREE service for people of all ages who are unable to get to the
library or carry books themselves. Standard print,large print,DVDs,
audio.

Books and more delivered to your door
We look forward to hearing from you.
Kath Cochrane:
Margaret Gray :

kjcochrane70@gmail.com
07974366641
ianandmargaretgray@hotmail.com 07969876882

Settle Library: homelibraryservice@settlelibrary.org.uk

Come & swim at one of the best lidos in the UK

Officially
‘Ready to
Burn’

Kiln Dried Logs &
Smokeless Fuel

Experience the pleasure of outdoor swimming
in our heated swimming pool

Pizza Logs &
BBQ Charcoal

Kindling &
Firelighters

Summer
Fuels

Your local, friendly supplier of
Winter & Summer fuels,
Garden Soils, Barks & Composts

We welcome families, children & adults alike
& are open 7 days a week until 4th September
Memberships also available

Free local delivery (minimum order required)

Book your session now at:

01524 812476 orders@logsdirect.co.uk

www.logsdirect.co.uk

www.ingletonpool.co.uk
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Then and now

Whilst not in the parish, a short trip nowadays takes us to
the market at Settle, long our local general market, and first
granted its charter in 1249 by King Henry III. For many
years, our villages were within the remit of the then Settle
Rural District Council and a trip to the market was as much a
social affair as about trade. The scene itself is little changed
though the “then” picture – thought to date from about

1910 – was taken from an upstairs room above what is now
Lady Victoria’s Emporium: as this is now a private flat the
comparative photo is taken from a slightly lower viewpoint.
There is much more of a bustle about in the earlier photo,
fewer vehicles, and the stalls are now covered. Perhaps the
main road was narrower too in those days as there are clearly
stalls positioned well in front of the fountain.
Andy Scott

A Keasden wedding

Want to be a Climate Champion?

Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust (YDMT) is developing a
network of Climate Change Champions in the Dales thanks
to funding from the National Lottery Community Fund, the
largest funder of community activity in the UK.
Fifteen individuals are being recruited to deliver low
carbon messages in their own communities and villages
across Craven and Richmondshire. They will be trained on
climate change, carbon footprints and how to help people
develop their own actions. Support will also be available
to take these messages forward into the champion’s own
communities and how to hold local events.
National Lottery players raise more than £30 million a
week for good causes across the UK. The National Lottery
Community Fund distributes a share of this to projects to
support people and communities to prosper and thrive.
YDMT Project Officer Anthea Hanson said: “Thanks to
National Lottery players, this grant means that we can help
champion change in local communities. The champions
don’t need any prior knowledge or experience, as we will
provide free Carbon Literacy training online, where they’ll
learn how to plan and deliver activities to engage with your
community.”
To register your interest or for an informal chat to find
out what we can offer you contact:
Congratulations to Chris and Hannah Taylor who were anthea.hanson@ydmt.org or call into the office.
married at St Matthew’s Church, Keasden on 16th June,
Mike Appleton
a perfect sunny day. A church full of family and friends
YDMT Marketing and Communications Officer
saw Hannah being given away by her father Chris and the
rings being brought up the aisle ‘on the whistle’ by their
sheepdog Roo. A poem composed and read by family friend
Ricky connected the art of marriage with the art of dry-stone
walling, and was well received. A reception followed at The
Stirk House Hotel, Gisburn. All good wishes to Chris and
Visit the newsletter website
Hannah for their future together.
clapham-news.net
Revd John Davies
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Sue Mann

If you read in the
local press that Sue
Mann had been
awarded the British
Empire Medal and
wondered what she
had done to deserve
it, then it means you
are either new to the
area or you never
venture far beyond
your front gate.
Many people make
valuable contributions
to the success of our
community life, but
nobody has done more
than Sue.
Sue used to be a history teacher and reached a stage
in her career where she thought that she must either apply
for a headship or seek an entirely different challenge. Sue
and Marilyn ended their teaching careers at the same time
and moved to Newby in 1991where Marilyn became a
financial advisor and Sue worked in the voluntary sector
with Age Concern, Help the Aged and Age UK, a role
requiring networking skills which were invaluable later
when organising local events and fund raising. She was
keen to be involved in the community from the outset, so she
went to Clapham church and soon found herself appointed as
secretary to the church council and in charge of some social
activities. When Jean Claughton, the founder of the annual

Street Fair, became ill Sue took responsibility for running it
and did so with enormous success for many years until the
plague struck us in 2020.
Sue's work for the village shop has been quite outstanding.
Everyone on the contact list as a volunteer will have seen
the thousands of emails, she has sent out seeking extra
cover, informing them about new regulations, organising
training sessions and social events.Her background in the
voluntary sector meant that she knew how and where to
apply for grants from charitable foundations and resulted in
the shop receiving vital additional funds. She has, of course,
done thousands of stints behind the counter and encouraged
people to join the noble band of volunteers. Oh, I nearly
forgot, she also chaired the committee for years. If she is
feeling at a loose end, she will organise events such as the
pantomime.
Sue emphasises that she could not do all this without
Marilyn's support and encouragement, so we all owe a debt
to her as well. When I asked Sue for her help in writing
this piece, she sent me an email which ended as follows:
"I must emphasise that everything I do is part of a team
effort, so it isn't just about me. I just happen to be the bossy
one! I think this award is as much about what this village
does as a community rather than any one individual. The
initials B.E.M. stand for Bossy Every Minute!" What Sue
says is true, but nothing gets done unless someone takes
responsibility and harnesses the good will of others. We
should all be grateful that Sue has had the confidence and
ability to do so.
Stuart Marshall

Jubilee pictures

Photo: Andrew Lovett
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Parish Fete

Parish Fete photos: Ann Sheridan
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KEVIN CHADWICK
Welding and Garage Services
garden centre & cafe

All makes of vehicles serviced and repaired
Tyres and exhausts
Clutches and cambelts
4 Wheel alignment
Chassis welding and repairs
Small body-work repairs
Pre MOT checks
Waxoil underbody protection
Recovery service

we stock:

Perennials, Alpines
Roses, Shrubs
Conifers, Vegetables
Pots and Planters
Baskets and Bedding
Seeds, Tools
Sprays and Composts
Bird Care, Gifts,
Seasonal Decorations
National Garden Gift Vouchers

Unit 1, Dalesview, Old Road, Clapham, LA2 8JH

and more!

For enquiries ring Kevin
015242 51639 or 07779 081388

The Old Joiners Shop,
Kings Mill Lane, Settle, BD24 9BS.
(Access off Sowarth Field ind est)
tel: 01729 824247
www.layoftheland.co.uk

We provide a range of
Local Services & Activities
•
•
•
•
•

Ground works & Landscaping services
Commercial or Domestic
Driveways, Footings, Gardens
Drainage, Tracks & Paths
Salt spreading & Snow ploughing services
Kindling & logs produced, sold & delivered

•
•

A confidential Information & Advice Service.
A Befriending service, one to one or by
telephone.
Independent Support
Signposting to Hubs & Local services
A Volunteer Transport Scheme for Hospital and
Doctor appointments.
2 Shops - our Age UKNC general shop and
Second Time Around, our Furniture shop.
We can help and advise on many things and are
only a call away …..
Opening times are :
Mon-Sat 10am to 4pm & Sun 12noon to 4pm
Office times : Monday to Friday 9am to 1pm
(a message can always be left at other times)

Contact: Bradtooke@googlemail.com
0792 010 6341 or find us on Facebook
Professional, & Reliable
Honest Work Guaranteed

Age UK North Craven
Cheapside
Settle BD24 9EW
E: Info@ageuknorthcraven.org
T: 01729 823066
Web: ageuk.org.uk/northcraven
Twitter: @Ageuknc
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Second Time Around
8 High Street
Settle
BD24 9EX
T: 01729 824009

Art exhibition

Walking wonders

Clapham Art Group recently held their 69th Art Exhibition
in the Village Hall. There were many visitors over the eight
days of the Exhibition, and they were very appreciative of
the artwork on display. Visitors also enjoyed the homemade
refreshments provided by the team from St James’s Church.
Also available were books of poems by John Richards
illustrated with his own paintings. John had been a local
resident and long-time member of the Art Group with an
interest in exploring the landscape both locally and north of
the border. Sadly, John and his wife Jean died of Covid in late
2020. Donations were requested for the books and, together
with a donation from Clapham Art Group, a total of £200
was formally presented to the Cave Rescue Organisation.
Many thanks to all the people who supported this and
the Art Exhibition.
Linda Clemence

A biography of Chester
Caver and author Mike Appleton (who also works for
YDMT) is embarking on a project that aims to tell the life
story of the late legendary caver Chester Shaw (Peter Walker
Shaw) from Clapham. To do such a well-known character
justice is a daunting prospect but one that would be all the
better for stories and tales from those who knew him best.
If you knew Chester, or have a story to tell, then please
get in touch with Mike at mike@mascarandymedia.com
Mike Appleton

Age UK North Craven has been
working with lots of people in
Settle who have been stuck at home.
Being stuck inside can affect your
health if you are not getting enough daily exercise. We
believe that of all the forms of exercise available, it is easy to
overlook walking as beneficial for physical wellbeing. There
is a tendency to believe that, for exercise to be effective, it
must be utterly exhausting. It is why many people, as they
grow older, get discouraged and feel exercise has simply
escaped them.
But this couldn’t be further from the truth! Studies
have shown that walking can be just as an effective form
of exercise as running. When you find exercise difficult or
aren't sure how to be more active, walking is a great activity.
A daily walk, even if it's just a 15-minute stroll to the shops,
is really good for you.
Don’t feel that you must take long walks every day. It’s
better to make walking part of your everyday routine. If your
pace makes you feel a bit out of breath, but you can still hold
a conversation that’s ideal. But if that’s not manageable for
you right now, any kind of activity is better than nothing!
To fit in a little extra walking every day you could try:
• Walking to the shops instead of driving
• Using the stairs instead of the lift or escalator
• When driving, parking at the far end of the car park
so you have further to walk
• Planning a town or country walk at the weekend
• Joining a walking group. It’s fun to walk with other
people and you might even make some new friends.
If you’re worried about the effect being active may have
on your health, talk to your doctor to find out if it’s safe. It
almost certainly will be, but they may need to give you some
exercises to build up your strength gradually.
Want to join in on organised walks? Here are some
walking groups within North Craven that you could join.
U3A - 2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month at 9am: walks
under 5 miles. 1st & 3rd Thursday of the month: walks of
6-10 miles. Annual subscription £29 joint or £15 single.
Email: jean.hall@btinternet.com
North Craven Strollers - meet every Wednesday at the
Millennium Gardens in Settle at 1.30pm for 30-to-90-minute
walks. Free to join. Contact: ncravenstrollers@yahoo.co.uk
or call Chris Chandler (walk leader) on 07879643878.
For more information contact us on 01729 823066 or
email: info@ageuknorthcraven.org
Nicola Hodges

Keasden rainfall report
2021
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2022

May

15" or 38.1cm

51/2" or 13.97cm

June

1" or 2.54cm

63/4" or 17.14cm

B&W Funerals

S mar gna

(Brown & Whittaker)

James G Macdonald
& Tara Wilson

Aerial & Satellite Installation & Repair
Wi-Fi & Home Network
CCTV Installation

Private Chapel of Rest
24 Hour Service
Ingleton, Burton, Bentham, Austwick, Clapham,
Settle,Wray, Hornby, Caton, Kirkby Lonsdale
& all the surrounding areas
We offer our own Funeral Plans on request

6 Chapel Lane, Ingleton, Carnforth LA6 3FX
Telephone: 015242 41293 Mobile: 07758 002260
Email: jmfunerals@gmail.com
bwfuneral.co.uk

Renewables

Sw

Heating

ws
allo N

est

Plumbing

Ben Fawcett
M: 07950 028 622 T: 015242 62017
E: smartsignal@outlook.com
W: www.smartsignal.co.uk

Bed and Breakfast

At Brookhouse

Make yourself at home!

Specialists in:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fire & security systems installation & servicing
Electrical installations, inspection & testing
Plumbing & heating installations
Boiler servicing and repairs
Renewable installations & servicing
Wi-Fi installations
Home automation systems
Automated gates and access control

Clapham's newest boutique B&B is
now open and ready to welcome
guests. With four beautifully
appointed rooms, great service,
delicious food, and all the home
comforts you need, you'll want to
come back every year.

E: info@howsonsltd.co.uk
W: www.howsonsltd.co.uk
T: 015242 41422

Security

Book today for Summer 2022!

Electrical

WiFi

Brookhouse, Station Road, Clapham, LA2 8ER | 015242 51580
www.swallowsnestbandb.com | info@swallowsnestbandb.com
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Steam update

During heatwaves, it’s not unusual for steam railway haulage for the York to Scarborough and return sections.
operations to be cancelled or switched to alternative haulage However, the service on 7th July was steam hauled throughout
– the perceived risk of fires from stray sparks is deemed just so we were delighted to see a revenue-earning trip through the
too great. Even
station, hauled
the service trains
by 48115 Scots
are impacted
Guardsman. We
since the high
don’t get many
temperatures can
such services
cause the rails
these days.
themselves to
One week later,
expand beyond
35018 British
normal limits
India Line failed
and risk buckling
just before it
the track. The
was due to
usual mitigation
haul a Pendle
is to apply
Dalesman
stricter speed
service from
restrictions with
Lancaster via
consequent
Blackburn to
disruption to
Carlisle and
services. A
return. The
48115 Scots Guardsman powers through Clapham with the outbound Scarborough Spa Express on 7th July 2022.
quick look at my
engine was later
Photo: Andy Scott
computer today
seen passing the
and I can see three steam tours all cancelled completely, station as it tried to re-join its intended train at Hellifield,
others where veteran diesels have had to stand in for the but this can’t have been successful as it later passed back
planned steamers, and late running and cancellations on the through on its return to its Carnforth base.
usual Leeds to Morecambe service trains. However, we are
We shall no doubt see the usual light-engine movements
told it will “all be over by the weekend” (I hope they means in the coming months as August sees the ramping up of
the problems, not the summer!).
the summer holidays touring schedule and there should be
We have had a couple of surprise visitors through the light engine movements through the station most weeks
station in recent weeks. The usual arrangements for the and weekends.
Scarborough Spa Express tours are that they travel from
Andy Scott
Carnforth to York behind diesels and then pick up their steam

Help requested!

Can anyone help me with a research
project (connected with Lancaster
University) into the Inghamite and
Sandemanian religious groupings
that were strong in Craven (as well
as the Dales, northern Lancashire,
Westmorland etc.) in the mid-18th
century?
I would like to know more about local families that
were involved, in particular the Gorrills of Hazlehall and
Birk Knott in Keasden, the Battys, Luptons and Redmayns
of Newby Cote, the Faradays of Keasden and the Birkets of
Newby. They had a chapel at Thinoaks Farm (now Oaklands)
and active groups in Newby and Newby Cote and later at
Wenning Bank Sandemanian Chapel (near Clapham Station).
Any other information about these communities would
be very gratefully received! I can be contacted on 01756
792975 or at jssmes@googlemail.com.
Thank you in advance.
Maureen Street

Keasden project update

Photo: Ann Sheridan

Following a successful stone picking session at the end
of May the new Burial Ground at Keasden has now been
rolled and seeded. Thanks to all who have helped with this
endeavour.
Angela Peach
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PVC

|

Aluminium

|

Hardwood

A Family firm established over 35 years, we supply
and install top quality windows and doors in
PVC and Aluminium, as well as Composite Doors,
Sliding Sash Windows, Bi-Fold Doors,
Roofline & Conservatory Roofs
Bridge Road, Sutton-in-Craven
Keighley BD20 7ES

Dalesview Business Centre
Old Road, Clapham LA2 8JH

enquiries@airevalleyglass.co.uk

www.airevalleyglass.co.uk

01535 634788
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015242 51705

Growing with Grace

Whilst the day was certainly a celebration of our
Saturday July 2nd was a day of celebration, but also of
farewells, at Growing with Grace as Clapham’s own organic achievements, it also offered a chance to reflect on what
farm held one of their open days whilst also saying goodbye lies ahead in these uncertain times.
Whilst the cooperative does share many of the same
to one of their longest serving employees.
challenges that are hitting all local
An overcast morning couldn’t
businesses at this time - caused by
dampen the spirits. Scores of locals,
the increasing prices of everything
including many of our business
from fuel to food - the dozens of staff
customers, visited us to join in the
and volunteers are optimistic about
activities, among which were tours
the future. Driven by an enthusiasm
of the site’s acres of greenhouses,
and passion for organic produce
sampling of the organic produce
and the environment, as well as a
grown and prepared on site and
respectful and constructive working
collaborative artwork made from
life, the close team behind one of our
the natural materials which thrive
region’s most celebrated projects are
in the rich soil of the site.
committed to continuing to prove
As the public festivities
that a sustainable food production
drew to a close, the majority of
model is vital to the way we live our
those involved in our day-to-day
lives in the decades ahead.
operations gathered outside the
We don’t need to wait all those
greenhouses to eat together and say
decades for the proof however, as
a fond farewell to one of their most
one of the co-op’s founders, Neil
loyal employees, Reg Morris, who,
Marshall, tells us that this year’s
after over a decade with us, began
tomatoes are almost ready. We can’t
his well-earned retirement. From
wait to try them.
his involvement in the logistics,
You can find out more about
packing and delivery of the organic
produce that the hundreds of customers enjoy each week, Growing with Grace at www.growingwithgrace.org.uk
Tom Geddes
Reg’s value over the years could not be overstated or more
appreciated by everyone who has worked alongside him.

Clapham’s 7th Give and Take morning, 25th June

Photo: Brian Christian

“Do you know what this is?” asked a visitor to the tables
of crockery, vases, glass, and pans in front of me. The lady
was holding a shiny, twin-handled, pincer-gadget not unlike
a combination of garlic-press, Viking helmet and brutal reshaper for my big toe. This item was later identified as a
bottle opener for graded sizes of screw-tops.
In their wonderful way, local residents brought a vast
array of goods including saucerless tea cups, knitting wool,
lined curtains, food processors, two ukuleles, toys, tools,

bags, and binoculars, to name just a few. Two adult bicycles
were taken away – one thanks to the persuasive manner of
our Master of Ceremonies Richard Sexton who enticed our
local Postman into the village hall where a free bicycle was
so obviously `his’ to take.
More than 100 adults and children attended – some came
twice! The public felt moved to donate to Clapham Cave
Rescue Organisation and to the Yorkshire Air Ambulance.
Items left over at the end of the morning were taken for
onward recycling or donating to specific local outlets.
Thanks go to all our helpers for all manner of tasks
willingly carried out. The presence of KingSharp Mobile
Sharpening Service was a new attraction whose skill left
some people eager to get home to use their rejuvenated tools.
Our qualified Portable Appliance Tester travelled from southwest Scotland to provide his electrical services.
A successful application to Clapham Community
Shop’s Community Fund Grant was greatly appreciated
as it contributed towards the printing of our explanatory
leaflet and a professional fee. Without that assistance there
would have been a significant financial burden on the three
organisers.
Ann Stewart
on behalf of Jill Buckler and Maggie McSherry
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HARRISON & CROSS LTD.
NICEIC APPROVED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Unit 6, Sidings Industrial Estate, Se�le, BD24 9RP

ELECTRICIANS
Complete and par�al rewires,
electrical checks on exis�ng installa�ons.
Small appliance tes�ng.
Visit our extensive electrical appliance showroom for chest freezers,
larder fridges, washing machines, tumble dryers, dishwashers, cookers,
microwaves and vacuum cleaners.

Telephone: 01729 823423 Email: harrisonandcross@gmail.com

SETTLE COUNTRY STORE
11 Sowarth Field Ind. Estate, Se�le, BD24 9AF
Agricultural Supplies
Animal Feed
Animal Health
Equestrian
Country Clothing
Fencing & Gate supplies
01729 815070
David: 07538 289866
Email: se�lecountrystore@outlook.com

Healthy Pet Club
PUPPY & KIT TEN PLANS

REAL ALES & CIDERS CRAFT BEERS
WINES & SPIRITS
SPECIALITY PIZZA SNACKS
HOT & COLD DRINKS
Thursday 3 - 6
Friday 12 - 7
Saturday 12 - 7
Sunday 12 - 6

01729 823538

The Old Manor House, Church Avenue, Clapham LA2 8EQ
Telephone 01524 805665

Station Road, Settle, BD24 9AA
Main Street, High Bentham, LA2 7LE

www.daleheadvetgroup.co.uk
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A whisky adventure

From peat to paddling

Robert Richardson, who was brought up at Green Close
Farm, Clapham and now lives near Edinburgh, has recently
completed a mammoth bike ride to raise money for two
charities: Scotland's Charity Air Ambulance and the Scottish
regions “Cash for Kids”.
Being a bit of a whisky enthusiast, Robert challenged
himself to cycle the length and breadth of Scotland, via every
operating single malt distillery in the country. He started on
12th May at the Bladnoch Distillery near Wigtown, Dumfries
and Galloway, and finished at the Saxa Vord Distillery on
the Isle of Unst, Shetland on 29th June 2022; a journey of
approx. 2300 miles.
Along with a fundraising website, the distilleries have
donated bottles of whisky, some of which are limited editions
and signed by the Master Distiller: this has created a unique
collection to be auctioned next month to raise further funds
for the charities.
Robert, who works as a mountain and geological tour
guide, came up with the idea during lockdown. All of his
work suddenly dried up giving him time to plan what he
could do next. He has completed several expeditions in the
past including research on Baffin Island in Arctic Canada
and hiking up Mount Kilimanjaro, Tanzania so he was ready
to try something new. Although this time he was closer to
home, it was no less challenging as he endured several lonely
weeks battling against relentless head winds with a bike
loaded up with his tent and equipment, a knee injury, and
several near misses with vehicles!
If you would like to support Robert, donations can still
be made via the following links. You can view his route
and can also see and listen to his podcasts and interviews
via the website.
https://bit.ly/whisky-cycle
Email: whiskyventures@hotmail.com		
Web: www.whiskyventures.co.uk
FB: www.facebook.com/whiskyventures		
T: www.twitter.com/whiskyventures
I: www.instagram.com/whisky_venture
Kathryn Richardson

If you are interested in debating what constitutes a healthy
river ‘from peat to paddling’ why not attend Friends of the
Dales FREE conference on 24 September at Grassington’s
Devonshire Institute? Guest speakers include the naturalist
and biologist, Dr Amy-Jane Beer; Professor Rick Battarbee
from UCL; Professor Jonathan Grey of the Wild Trout
Trust; Martin Christmas, area environment manager for
North Yorkshire; Charlotte Simons from the Dales to Vale
Rivers Network and Tim Thom, peat programme manager
for Yorkshire Wildlife Trust.
All will be exploring what constitutes a healthy river,
using the River Wharfe from Oughtershaw Beck to Ilkley
as a case study. The event runs from 1pm-5pm and all
16–25-year-olds can claim a travel bursary of £25. To find
out more visit: www.friendsofthedales.org.uk or to register
your interest email at the address below.
The charity is also hosting its regular programme of free
digital talks again from September, featuring one by Wild
Ingleborough on 14 September and a review of Plastic Free
Woodlands by the Yorkshire Dales Millenium Trust and
YDNPA member and Friends of the Dales vice president,
Mark Corner on 19 October. To register for either of these,
please email me: victoria.benn@friendsofthedales.org.uk
Victoria Benn
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October 2022 edition
Deadline date: 20th September
Email: claphamnewsletter@gmail.com

Paint - Colour Mixing - Wallpaper
Key Cutting - Locks
Timber - Woodcare Products
Plumbing - Gardening
Hardware - Power Tools
Bulbs - Electrical

• Tearoom

serving lovely homemade food

• Garden Centre
• Reclamation Centre
• Luxury Craft Courses

And Much More Call in and See

Wigglesworth, BD23 4SN
01729 840848

Open Mon to Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm Sat 9.00am - 5.30pm
Ashfield Car Park Settle BD24 9AA Tel: 01729 823002

www.BeAGardenMaker.co.uk

Find us on the Settle to Sawley Road

www.settlediy.com

Join us at our

COFFEE MORNING

we are Macmillan Cancer Support

MAKE GREEN SPACE
YOUR HAPPY PLACE

WE’LL HELP YOU

Friday 23rd September 10am-12.00
at The Village Hall

GET THE LAWN
OF YOUR DREAMS

Cross Haw Lane, Clapham

Get in touch to speak to one of our dedicated
experts for a FREE lawn analysis

Raffle, Cake Stall, Books, etc.

01524 227025

lancaster@greensleeves-uk.com

To offer help please contact either:
Jackie on (51240) 0771 173 0819 or Liz (51319)
jackieanddavid@yahoo.com
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Village hall news

Village hall regular events
Clapham & Austwick Guides & Brownies
Mondays 5pm - 6.30pm Brownies
Mondays 6.30pm - 8pm Guides
Karen Fielding 07748 164409
claphamandaustwickguides@hotmail.com
Parish Council
Tuesdays 7.30pm
(Usually 4th Tues of the month)
Nigel Harrison 015242 51165
njhar@gmail.com

Many thanks to those of you who came and supported our
event in the hall on 11th June. The Boscats gave us a very
lively evening of jazz music and many of those who attended
had made a real effort to “dress the part” which added to
the atmosphere. The night’s entertainment included a pie
and peas supper, and we also had a Jubilee Decades picture
quiz, a ‘Spot the Ball’ competition, plus even a little dancing
too. It was a very successful and enjoyable evening raising
£398.42 for the hall. This amount will help bolster our funds
as we are currently looking at a number of quotations for
necessary repairs to the hall roof.
Unfortunately, these repairs will result in the need to
close the hall for a period of approximately 4 weeks for the
work to take place. We don’t have a date for this yet and, in
many respects, we are in the hands of the contractors. We
do need to progress the work urgently though to prevent
further damage from the ingress of water. Once we have the
dates then we will let our regular users know at the earliest
opportunity.
The next main event in the hall will be the Settle
Photographic Exhibition from Friday 26th to Sunday 28th
August. Refreshments will be available, with the café run
by St. James’, so do come along and support the group and
the church.
This will bring us close to the end of our year, and a
new committee will be formed at the upcoming AGM which
will be held on Wednesday, 28th September, in the Village
Hall, at 7.30pm. As you may remember, all community
groups were contacted earlier this year asking if they could
nominate a representative to form part of the Village Hall
Committee for the year 2022-2023. Not everyone has replied
yet, but we have had a good response with many names
put forward already. There is still the opportunity for the
remaining groups to contact me before the AGM with the
name of their nominee.
Posters for the AGM will be put up early in September
and the community will be invited to come along and elect
an additional six members for the Committee to join the
nominees mentioned above.
Angie Martin
Village Hall Secretary
claphamcumnewbyvillagehall@gmail.com
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Clapham Lecture Group (restarts 13 September)
Tuesdays 7pm (except 27 Sept & 25 Oct)
Andy Scott 015242 51749
Age UK
Wednesdays 10.30am
(1st Wed of the month)
Brenda Pearce 015242 51816
kenpearcela2@gmail.com
Clapham Art Group
Wednesdays (mornings)
Linda Clemence 01729 823767
linda.clemence@googlemail.com
Clapham DEW Drop-In

Digital Equipment Workshop/computer support group

Wednesdays 7pm
(Usually 1st Wed of the month)
Andy Scott 015242 51749
claphamdewdropin@gmail.com

Clapham with Horton WI
Wednesdays 7pm
(2nd Wed of the month)
Lorraine Wildman
015242 51219
Yoga
Thursdays and Fridays
Contact Brooke for session timings
Brooke Chenoweth
yoga@braveenterprise.com
Tai Chi
Thursdays 9am - 10.30am
Tony Bennet
taichiqigongteacher@gmail.com
Craft & Chat
Thursdays 2pm - 4pm
(1st & 3rd Thurs of the month)
Chris Horsewill 015242 51716
ajhnottm@gmail.com
Sustainability Group
Thursdays 7.30pm onwards
(3rd or 4th Thurs of the month)
Jill Buckler
jillbuckler@me.com

Nature notes

We all know that we have been experiencing unprecedented
high temperatures in recent weeks and most of us are aware
that the climate emergency has already brought about some
significant changes to the distribution of flora and fauna
across the UK. Spectacularly coloured European bee-eaters
are nesting on the north Norfolk coast and cattle egrets,
more commonly associated with the grasslands of southern
Spain and North Africa, are now regularly seen foraging
in fields across the south and west of the country. At the

Hummingbird Hawk Moth on red valerian.
Photo: Brian Christian

same time, native alpine plants are being pushed further
and further northwards and some of our most recognisable
trees and hedgerow plants are struggling to cope with the
consequences of see-sawing seasonal variations. As average
temperatures increase and fluctuating weather patterns
continue to have an impact on the natural world, it is hard
to be sure of what the future might hold for resident species,
traditional migratory visitors, and exotic newcomers.
That said, despite the recent heat and humidity, I think
I am fairly safe in my assumption that we won’t be seeing
hummingbirds in Clapham any time soon – at least not the
feathered variety. There is every chance, though, that the
next best thing might turn up over our flower beds at this
time of year.
If you happen to see a Hummingbird Hawk Moth
hovering with its long, curved proboscis uncoiled among
the nectar-rich flowers of a tangle of honeysuckle on your
garden wall, you will quickly appreciate how aptly it is
named. A day-flying moth, its whirring wings beat so rapidly
(70-80 times per second) that they produce an audible hum
as it darts from one flower to the next. A tiny helicopter of
a creature that can travel at speeds of up to 12 mph, it has a
brown, white spotted abdomen and two pairs of wings, the
front pair a grey/fawn colour, the hind pair bright orange.
Taking the bird mimicry a step further, it even has a tail to
help fine tune its remarkable aerobatic agility.
These stunning little creatures tend to be summer
migrants from the south of France, although our milder
winters are definitely encouraging a few more of them to risk
overwintering here. They are relatively widespread across

most of the British Isles between June and September, and
this seems to have been a bit of a bumper year for them here
in the village. On one visit to the shop in early July, I counted
no fewer than five of them chasing each other around the
red valerian on the roadside between the Old Smithy and
Rose Bank Cottages. Now that the buddleias are in flower,
it’s well worth keeping an eye out for them hovering and
humming about the garden – but don’t expect them to stay
still long enough for you to take a decent photo!
August is usually a good month for butterflies but it’s
also one of the better times of the year to try a bit of moth
spotting. Most might require you to head out in the dark to
catch sight of them fluttering around a light but there are
some, like the Hummingbird Hawk Moth, who are obliging
enough to fly in daylight. One of the most common – and
most easily overlooked – is the Silver Y, another aerobatic
migrant with an impossibly fast wing beat that can be found
buzzing about our flowerbeds at any time of the day but
especially at dusk. A close look at its upper forewing will
soon tell you how it got its name.
The Cinnabar Moth with its bright red underwings and
black, red-splashed forewings is a much flashier specimen.
Less likely to be found in the garden, it tends to frequent
grassy areas, roadside verges, and scrubland, while writhing
hordes of its equally distinctive yellow and black-striped
caterpillars can readily be seen on ragwort.
As you enjoy a walk on one of the footpaths around
the village, you might also look out for the Six Spot Burnet
nectaring on knapweed and thistles. Another red and black
day-flyer, there’s an obvious clue to its identification in its
name – moths are often helpful that way!

Silver Y enjoying a visit to the garden.
Photo: Brian Christian

If you have news of any interesting or unusual sightings
in the area – moths or otherwise – please send me an email
(bc.riverside28@gmail.com) drop a note into 2 Eggshell
Lane or simply stop and chat if you see me around the
village. Photographs are always welcome and, as ever, I’ll
continue to post regular updates on Twitter: @bc_riverside
Brian Christian
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